
What happens when faith and feminism meet a microphone?

From its inception, Latter-day Saint Feminism has been deeply intertwined with 
public writing. In the 1970s, the so-called Boston group launched the movement 
around the journal The Exponent II, described by its editors as a modern revision 
and “spiritual descendant” of the female-driven and pioneer Latter-day Saint 
journal Woman’s Exponent (1872–1914). Yet, as a series of Church excommunica- 
tions in the 1990s made clear, publicly criticizing The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints came with significant risks. In response, feminist members 
increasingly turned to the internet as a vital platform for expression. Blogs 
like Feminist Mormon Housewives emerged in the early 2000s as spaces for regroup- 
ing and growth.
  This dissertation shifts focus from these earlier text-based platforms to a 
contemporary and increasingly influential auditory medium among Feminist 
Latter-day Saints: the podcast. Through a qualitative case study of three promi- 
nent podcasts – The Faithful Feminists, At Last She Said It, and Year of Polygamy – 
the study explores the affordances of podcasting at the intersection of techno- 
logy and discourse. Employing a dual analytical framework that combines media 
theory and discourse analysis, it examines how podcasting fosters caring, advo- 
cacy-oriented communities; enables informal and reflexive communication; and 
supports a dynamic, ongoing negotiation of feminism and faith.
  By tracing how podcasting shapes both individual journeys and collective 
imaginaries, Making Waves offers new insight into the evolving landscape of  
Latter-day Saint Feminism.
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