






































































































































































































































































Sweden and the European Mir acier

rial expansion, for its attempts to solve the problem of financing warfare by
enfeoffments, sale of privileges etc199, and, once again, in finally
necessitating the change of system heralded by the Reduction. Over the entire 
period there was a slow, gradual, but for a long time reversible, drift from 
taxation in kind (including allotted taxes; the same thing holds for rents200 to 
monetized taxes. Both the long term consequences and the possibilities of 
shifting the costs and benefits.of the system at various points in this devel­
opment would require a lot more of investigation.The question of how to
finance warfare moves us over into Tilly's domain. It is crucial to his theory
that military competition exposes the superiority of the national state - under­
stood as the form of state characteristic of the capitalized coercion path - and 
thereby forces other countries to converge onto this path201 In 1555 ‘only 
France and England resembled our conventional models of national 
states’(31), he claims. However, so did Sweden, to at least as great an extent. 
despite being classified as a ‘coercion-intensive state’.

• How can we reconcile the precocious form of the Swedish state with its 
supposed economic backwardness, and its similarities in repressive state­
building to what is essentially Anderson’s and Brenner’s Eastern 
pattern202? This paradox is closely related to the contradictory coexistence of

taxes in kind and the reluctance to deplenish the treasury.(Hammarström 407-25, 465-7). Myrdal- 
Söderberg conclude that the Swedish economy during late 16th century was more varied and 
dynamic than Heckscher, Malowist and Wallerstein believed: e g were Swedish long distance 
transports in the internal cattle trade of comparable relative dimensions as those in continental 
Europe.(483-7,532-5). On this last point Christina Dalhede - who has studied the continental 
European trade in oxen - has expressed serious doubts (personal communication). 
l°°Lindegren 1985 argues that converting crown incomes into internationally negotiable form to 
finance warfare was the central objective for national economic policy during this period - even to 
the extent of incurring substantial nominal losses (eg through tax exemption) in order to acquire 
products with internationally acceptable exchange-value. This problem complex I have discussed 
elsewhere in terms of a ‘feudal realization problem’ (Emilsson 1992)
200Compare Brenner’s criticism of Bois’ ‘falling tendency of feudal levy’, where he observes that 
inflation loss because of fixed rents in money could have been averted if the landlords had had the 
power to revert to rent in kind (Aston-Philpin 246). In Sweden noblemen were very aware of this 
problem and tended to avoid money rent (Munktell 1982:106).
20 ^’Why didn’t Venice or Russia become England?. The question is not absurd; it follows from 
the recognition that European states in general moved toward greater concentrations of capital and 
coercion, converging on the national state. Part of the answer is: they did. The Russian and 
Italian states that entered World War I had far more of the traits of national states than had their 
predecessors... But even the successor states bore marks of their previous identities’(l60).
202The different logic of Tilly’s typology and his inclusion of Castile and Siciliy into the same 
pattern makes no difference to the basic problem of Sweden’s implacement. His nation-state or 
capitalized-coercion category is of course congruent to Anderson’s ‘Western absolutism’ pattern: 
England, France, Spain - and Prussia after incorporation of the Rhineland (to Tilly this is a fusion 
of coercive and capitalist trajectories, like Castile-Aragon-Catalonia; to Anderson it is at least the 
beginning of a ‘westward drift’)
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an - in an international perspective -unusually high degree of control over 
individuals with an unusually wide extent of personal freedom.204

Tilly’s nexus between lack of easily taxable monetary flows and necessity 
of repressive tax exploitation is made more conditional in Downing's analy­
sis (780, where ‘advanced economy’ is but one of four factors that can soften 
the repressive consequences of war-induced tax-financed absolutist statebuild­
ing. Geography/topography is not all that relevant to the Swedish case204, but 
alliances and mobilizing foreign resources through conducting war abroad are 
both highly pertinent factors205 This reinforces the questions about Sweden’s 
role within the wider European system, whether in an Andersonian or 
Wallersteinian sense. First, let us return to the opening discussion in this 
overview, and the problem of Sweden’s role within the European inter-state 
militarizing dynamic:

• Are the reasons for Sweden’s military expansion connected to an inter­
nal European dynamic of militarization, and, in that case, how? What 
European and Swedish causes lay behind the ‘Military Revolution’ and 
how were they connected? Is Sweden’s formative influence over eastern 
European development purely accidental or is it somehow part of the general 
dynamics of European development, whether Anderson’s model holds or 
not206 ?

The post-idealist range of explanations for Sweden’s military expansion 
have comprised207: (1) geopolitical necessity - the traditional viewpoint, revived 
by Roberts, (2) trade-control rivalry - most forcefully argued by Attman (1979) 
- and, now and then appearing as a heretical counterpoint, (3) externalization of 
class struggle. (Strindberg, Lindegren).

The second variety is of course the one most easily assimilated into a 
model like Wallerstein's. As we have seen, though, the mechanisms of trade, 
exploitation and dependence are not unilinear: even in exploitative exchange 
relations there is an element of mutual dependence which either side can try

205The personal freedom and independent legal status of Swedish peasants, which e g made it 

possible for freeholders to hold their own against noblemen who had been awarded their tax in 
fief, (if Bördor, bönder, börd...). Their political representation and participation in local political 
self-government in parish and hundred assemblies (if Österberg, Aronsson, Gustafson). On the 
other hand the personal registration of the population and their place of birth, age, domicile, 
religious orthodoxy etc (Roberts 1973:168-70, Nilsson 1988:34).
^o4A parallell to the traditional English or Swiss arguments about protected geographic position 

equalling less need of a standing army and less risk of internal repression would not make sense in 
this context - after all, Sweden did raise an army of record-breaking proportions.
205Åström 1973:82-5
20°In Tilly’s model the early national states set the pace for coercive accumulation in the same way 

as Sweden does for the east in Anderson’s model.
207These categories roughly correspond to Roberts’ division of Swedish scholarly opinion into an 
'Old School’, a'New School’ and a more ‘tendentious’ social interpretation (1979,ch.l).
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to turn to its greater advantage, and where outcome will be contingent both on 
the institutional context (cf North) and on the strength of the parties (cf 
Brenner).

• How should we evaluate Sweden’s (conditional?) early integration into 
the European and extra-European “division of labour” as a semi-monopolist 
supplier of strategic products208, the mutual dependence relations inherent 
in these trade relations, and in the chains of credit I advance! investment 
connecting buyers and suppliers with each others and with financial 
centres?

Interpreting every step in the chain either as ‘debt bondage’ or as 
‘commercial credit’ or as ‘capital investment’ would probably be totally mis­
leading. We cannot take for granted that even a single step was interpreted in 
the same way by both sides, or even, that in such cases, one of the parties 
would be objectively ‘in the right’209. Comparing early Swedish forms of 
credit and investment with those of other European economies will be neces­
sary210. Essential to the possibility of a ‘reciprocal’ rather than purely ‘ex­
ploitative’ relation in these contexts is some form of independence: personal 
(as in the case of Àstrôm’s tar-burners compared to Malowist’s Polish 
peasants), or national (as in the case of 18th century Sweden compared to a 
(neo)colonial primary product producer). This takes us back to the question 
of Swedish peasant freedom, and, since we are still within the domain of

20sNote that copper, bar iron and tar are by no means raw materials, but intermediate products 
with a considerable value added component - especially by the standards of the time. Among 
finished products, the role of Sweden’s arms industry should be of importance in this context. (cf 
Cipolla)
209This would require that there was a general rule system that was ‘appropriate’ or ‘legitimate’ 
for the whole range of societies affected. The limited degree of integration between economies, and 
the uneven and unparallell development of these, renders such speculations quite pointless.
^ ^Adamson 1966 discusses the relations between merchants and ironmasters during the earlier 
19th century throwing considerable doubt on the presumption that merchant credit put 
ironmasters in a state of dependence. He also surveys discussions of similar arrangements in 
international literature, but observes that the disparity of source material and treatment makes it 
difficult to reach any conclusive results. His general evaluation is that no a priori assertions about 
the role of merchant credit and the role of middlemen can be upheld {cf similar conclusions in 
Malowist 1981). Rita Bredefeldt confirms the picture for the 17th century: mortgage loans were a 
common form of financing iron production, and the relations between ironworks owners and 
credit grantors was in general businesslike and non-exploitative. As to the mining peasants during 
the same century, Maria Sjöberg compares their situation to petty producers involved in putting- 
out systems in other parts of Europe, and to specialized peasants in the Netherlands (de Vries), 
concluding that the independent social position of the producers, and the development of local and 
regional markets, are important factors in an explanation of their successful resistance to merchant 
capital controls 194-9) Maria Àgren’s (1992) study of credit regulation reform observe a certain 
improvement of creditor protection, but emphasizes the growing impersonal and formalized 
character of debt regulation. Also cf the studies by Karlsson and Åström referred to earlier.
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power politics, the relation between coercion abroad and strict constraints on 
internal coercion should have to be explored:

• What connection is there between Swedish peasant freedom and exter­
nal aggression? Was the inclusion of peasants into the constituency a pre­
condition for the expansion (as Anderson would have it), a cause 
(Lindegren) or maybe a result (if we date factual peasant inclusion to their 
appearance as an articulate political force in the mid-17th century) ?

This is a question of Voice, and thus Moore’s problematic is brought to the 
fore. If we accept Hall’s useful but brutal summarization of his central argu­
ment, the political system of a society is shaped by its ‘style of peasant dis­
possession’, or ‘the way it loses [or disciplines] its peasantry’(l49-50).

The Swedish peasantry has been disciplined rather than dispossessed211. 
This was effected by the state (as in Moore’s Russian and Chinese examples), 
though not in a third stage modernization spurt by a totalitarian state brought 
about through political manipulation of ‘revolutionary peasant solidarity’, 
but by an Ancien Régime making use of (or creating?) what Moore has called 
‘conservative peasant solidarity’, which derives its cohesion by ‘tying those 
with potential and actual grievances into the prevailing social structure’ 
thereby ‘providing] a legitimate if lowly status for those with little or no 
property both in modern and premodern times’(476,477)212. Such an interpre­
tation could serve as a counterbalance to an otherwise maybe too easily ideal­
ized interpretation of early peasant representation. As to full democracy, and 
the appearance of a working class demanding franchise: This new actor 
appears on each national stage not until the setting is in place, and the casting 
is done. The question is: what kind on roles exist? A tradition of ‘conservative 
solidarity’ among the peasants supplies a model for patriarchal integration 
possible to extend to workers as well.

111:3.2 Summing up: The necessity of integrating the 
exceptional case
These roundabout movements through problems and peculiarities that com­
parative historical approaches might render more amenable to analysis, are of 
course at the same time an argument for comparativists to rise to the chal­
lenge of accepting these aspects as parts of the explicanda of international and 
general European history as well. I will, however, also return to the more 
precise question of why I consider this to be necessary for each of the theoreti­
cal approaches I have discussed.

211 Unless we speak about the crofters, which we probably also should.
212This is a feature of his Indian and Japanese examples, except for the early role of the state. 
There is also a variety called ‘weak solidarity’ typified by France and Western Germany.
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Thus l argue that the failure to fully integrate the example of 
Sweden leaves:
•Moore’s theory without an answer to how democracy can have developed 
anywhere after the industrial revolution, and thus in its present form largely 
irrelevant to those questions of contemporary world politics, that must have 
given it its original impetus
• North's analysis without having to confront the contradictory and vacillat­
ing trajectory of a country neither on the ‘dead-end path pursued by Spain and 
Portugal’, nor consistently on ‘the successful paths to evolving more effi­
cient institutions pursued by the Netherlands and England’213

• Anderson’s model bereft of his crucial link between the endogenous forces 
creating Western absolutism and the exogenous military pressure enforcing 
an Eastern counter-absolutism
• Wallerstein’s system without consistent mechanisms for changes of position 
in the structure, and without consistent criteria for identifying these structural 
positions
• Tilly’s analysis unable to discriminate between sharply contrasting trajecto­
ries in the emergence of political systems, and hiding a glaring inconsistency 
within its crucial identification of the national state, the path of capitalized 
coercion and the European advantage,
and, finally,
• Brenner’s theory escaping the obligation to confront a full-scale challenge 

to his large-estate bias214.

213 Although he in the quoted passage argues that ‘Path-dependency suggests that we can learn as 
much’ from both kinds of paths (1991:36), he does not really confront the possibility of any 
middle ways. The strict dichotomy of either vicious or virtuous circles is not allowed to be broken 
up by any discussion of mixed cases - not even in the case of France.
214In this last case, as in many of the others, Sweden by no means provides the sole 
counterexample. I believe that similar claims of uniqueness could be made for many other ‘small 
countries’, although I doubt that any of them would have moved along quite as contradictory a 
trajectory as Sweden - with the possible example of the Netherlands. Jan de Vries’ analysis (1974) 
of the dynamics of specialization among peasants is an important challenge to many of the 
presumptions made in the models treated above, but it is formulated according to conditions in 
such a singular case (hegemonic core power, capital-intensive, bourgeois revolutionary or 
whatever) that the full force of the challenge hits the models in different weak spots than a 
‘Swedish peasant model’ might (but i/Myrdal-Söderberg’s attempt to adapt his model for Swedish 
use 1991: 35-8, 53, 517-9).
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The question of why and how Europe could rise to world dominance was an 'old question' 
already to Max Weber. Since the early seventies the debate over this 'Rise of the West' or 
'European Miracle' has been vigorously reopened from several different perspectives, without 
reaching any kind of consensus except on one point: the importance of the internal dynamics 
of the European state system.
The arguments of this book are:

Any explanation will have to deal with no less than three 'European miracles': world conquest, 
economic growth and a widening public participation in the political system. It is further argued 
that these processes constitute Europe as a historical concept.

The role of Sweden in these three 'miraculous' processes is, in a number of respects, so 
crucial, exceptional or contradictory, that it would have to be integrated into the analysis of 
European historical dynamics.

Swedish history has to be understood as an integral part of European history, which poses 
a challenge for macrohistorical synthesis, as well as for Swedish historiography.
These questions are discussed in the context of six synthetic approaches ambitious enough to 
take on more than one of the miracles, and inclusive enough to also take on the problem of 
diversity within the European development: Those of Barrington Moore, Douglass North, 
Perry Anderson, Immanuel Wallerstein, Charles Tilly and Robert Brenner. According to the 
arguments advanced, none of these models is - in its present state of development - equipped 
to deal with the Swedish example.

Erik Örjan Emilsson (born 1950) is doing doctoral research at the Department of Economic 
History at Gothenburg University. This book is a revised version of his licential dissertation.

/ '1 r- EKONOMISK-HISTORISKA INSTITUTIONEN
¥ï¥¥Tim VID GÖTEBORGS UNIVERSITET
MMUmi Skanstorget 18 411 22 GÖTEBORG

ISSN 0283 - Q06X




