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Observations during a Voyage of Research, on the East Coast of 
Africa, from Cape Guardafui south to the Island of Zanzibar, in 
the H. C.'s cruizers Ternate, Capt. I1. Smee, anrf Sylph schooner, 

Lieut, Hardy, 

January 2d, Wednesday.—Sailed from Bombay in company with 
our consort the Sylph schooner, Lieut. Hardy, having under convoy 
two merchant vessels bound to Mocha. 

3d, Thursday.—Spoke Lieut. Hardy, who informed us his chrono¬ 
meter had unfortunately stopped; at noon, the thermometer in the 
shade stood at 79° ; lat. obsd. 18° 16' N.; long. 71° 36' E.; wind, 
fresh from N.N.E., with fair weather. 

4th, Friday.—We had fine weather, with a light north-easterly 
wind. Our thermometer, which had been fixed in the companion hatch 
of the gun-room, was yesterday in the evening removed to a more ex¬ 
posed situation to the captain’s cabin on deck. At noon to-day, ob¬ 
served it had fallen to 78 deg., being one degree lower than yesterday. 
Lat. 17 deg. 48 min. W.; long. 69 deg. 47 min. E. 

5th, Saturday.—During the preceding night a heavy dew had fallen, 
but the air to-day felt pleasantly dry and cool. Thermometer 77J deg.; 
lat. 17 deg. 29 min. N.; long. 68 deg. 46 min. E. 

6th, Sunday.—We were in lat. 16 deg. N.; long. 66 deg. 45 min. E.; 
thermometer stationary at 77J deg. 

7th, Monday.—In lat. 16 deg. 13 min. E.; long. 64 deg. 29 min. 
E. The thermometer at 76 deg.; light winds from the N.E., with 
cool weather. 

8th, Tuesday.—The weather still continued delightful with a plea¬ 
sant north-easterly breeze. The thermometer at 75 deg. ; lat. to-day 
at noon 15 deg. 44 min. N.; long, per chronometer, 62 deg. 30 min. 
E.; by a lunar observation, taken at 8 p.m., 61 deg. 53 min.; varia¬ 
tion of the compass per azimuth, 52 miles west. 

9th, Wednesday.—In lat. 15 deg. 32 min. ; long, by chronometer, 
60 deg. 45 min. E,; and by a lunar taken at 8 p.m., 60 deg. 55 sec. 
No alteration in the state of the winds or weather, and the thermome¬ 
ter remained at 75 deg. 

10th, Thursday.—In lat. 15 deg. 2 min. N.; long, per chronometer, 
58 deg. 54 min. E.; at 8 p.m., by lunar, 58 deg. 27 min. E.; thermo¬ 
meter 76 deg. 

11th, Friday.—Lat. 14 deg. 40 min.; long, per chronometer 47 deg. 
11 min. E.; and by lunar, at 8 p. m. 56 deg. 20 min. The thermo¬ 
meter at 77 deg. 

12th, Saturday.—We parted with the convoy, and changing our 
course from west to south-south-west, steered towards the island of 
Socotra. At noon observed an immense shoal of porpoises about half 
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a mile astern of us, passing with great velocity, in a direction from 
the north to the south-east. In the evening a rank smell of fish- 
spawn was strongly perceptible. Thermometer, at noon, 77^ deg.; 
lat. 14 deg. 35 min. N.; long, by chronometer, 55 deg, 37 min. E. 
The wind from the east, with fine weather, and a cloudy sky. About 
sun-set, the appearance of what seemed to be land, in the west part of 
the horizon, produced considerable alarm, which was soon dissipated, 
on observing that the clouds, which caused this strange and remark¬ 
able deception, began to alter their forms. 

13th, Sunday.—At 5 p.m., steering south-west, we had a view of the 
island of Socotra* through the haze, bearing W, by S. \ S., distant 10 
or 12 leagues. Stood towards it, with an intention of nearing the 
shore before daylight next morning, in order that we might have an 
opportunity of ascertaining the position of the eastermost point of the 
island ; but the Sylph making the signal that she had struck soundings, 
we hove-to for the remainder of the night. Thermometer 78 deg.: 
lat. 13 deg. 13 min. N.; long. 55 deg. 11 min. 15 sec. E. 

14th, Monday.—We sounded, but found no ground with a line of 
80 fathoms. Made sail again at daybreak, and steering W. by S,, 
coasted along the south side of the island about 15 miles from the 
shore. Lat. 12 deg. 27 min. N. ; long, by chronometer, at noon, 
54 deg. 57 min. E. At 2 r.M. the eastern extremity of Socotra bore 
N. by W., and, according to our observations, is situated in lat. 12 deg, 
34 min. N.; in long., from the chronometer at noon, 45 deg. 45 min. 

38 sec. E. 

15th, Tuesday.—Continued our course along-shore, in from eigh¬ 
teen to twenty-seven fathoms, over a bottom of red coral. Socotra, 
towards the south, presents an appearance extremely dreary ; its arid 
rocks seemed destitute of trees or verdure of any kind, at least none 
were visible to us, though frequently examined through our best 
glasses at only a few miles’ distance. On approaching it from the 
east, land showed in the form of a high promontory, termed by 
Navigators the Dolphin’s Nose. As we brought the south cape of 

* Socotra, or Socotora, so well known for the production of the drug aloes, 
is in most charts, except Horsburgh’s, laid down too far to the westward. It 
bears E. by N. of Cape Gaurdafui 138 miles, the latter being in longitude 51 
deg. 13 min. E., and the western extremity of Socotra in long. 53 deg. 26 min., 
and lat. 12 deg. 24 min. N. It has several good harbours and anchoring places, 
the best of which is said to be Tivee on the north-east side of the island, where 
water is easily procured. Between it and Cape Guardafui are situated the 
Isles of Sumhaa and Duraga, or, as we name them, the Brothers, and Adul- 
casia, ail of which are also placed too much to the westward in the charts. 
The last mentioned island is said to afford plenty of excellent fresh water; it 
is inhabited by Arabs, who are subject to the chief of Socotra. Socotra is go* 
verned by an Arab sheik. The produce of the island being insufficient to sup¬ 
port the population, the ports of Arabia furnish it with grain, &c. &c. I be¬ 
lieve aloes and fish, salt, are the only articles of grain it produces. The inha¬ 
bitants are chiefly Arabs. 



25 

the island abreast of us, an extensive rocky precipice of considerable 
height, and remarkable for its uniformity in this respect, approaching 
close to the water’s edge, concealed the land in the interior, and ap¬ 
peared to occupy the whole centre of the island, the land at each ex¬ 
tremity terminating in irregular mountains, some of which, on the east, 
are of a good height. We ascertained the position of the south cape 
or headland to be in lat. 12 deg. 20 min. N., long. 53 min. 37 deg. E.; 
and that of the western extremity, as far as visible, in lat. 12 deg. 
24 min. N., long. 53 deg. 26 min. E. Continuing to steer west by 
south, we saw the two small square isles, called by the English the 
Brothers, bearing about 50 miles W. S. W. of the south cape of So¬ 
cotra ; the eastern one, named by the Arabs Duraga, or Degree Is¬ 
land, is situated, according to our observation, in lat. 12 deg. 7 min. 
N-, long. 53 deg. 26 min. E. From the east it has very much the ap¬ 
pearance of a castle or citadel; the other, called Sumhaa, is about 8 or 
10 miles west of Duraja, has a remarkable rocky process on one end, 
bearing a striking resemblance to a sentry-box or watch-tower. Its 
position is in lat. 20 deg. 8 min. N, long. 53 deg. 18 min. E. The 
weather still fine, with a cloudy sky, the thermometer at 76^; lat. 
to-day at noon, 12 deg. 2 min. N.; long, per chronometer, 53 deg. 
30 min. E. 

16th, Wednesday.—Pursuing our course W. and by S., we at noon 
passed the island of Abdulcuria, the disjointed rocks of which appeared 
at a distance like so many separate isles. It extends in a N. W. and 
N.E. d irection, and bears, from the south cape of Socotra W. by S. 
100 miles, and 50 miles W. ^ S. of the Brothers ; the island is an ap¬ 
pendage of Socotra, to the chief of which it is subject ; it is said to 
afford plenty of excellent fresh water. Passing this island, the high 
land on the eastern extremity of the African continent presented itself 
to our view, and at 9 p.m. we hove-to, with the ship’s head to the S-E. 
—Cape Gaurdafui bearing W. by N. J N., distant 9 or 10 leagues. 
W e were still favoured with fine cool weather ; the thermometer at 
77 deg., with light winds varying from N.E. to E. and S.E., and the 
sky generally over-spread with light-coloured clouds ; with the excep¬ 
tion of the night of the 5th, no dew has fallen since we sailed. Lat. 
at noon 11 deg. 49 min. N. ; long, by chronometer 52 deg. 13 min. E. ; 
variation by azimuth 5 deg. 31 min. W.; the position of Abdulcuria, 
according to our observations, is in north lat. 12 deg., and long. 52 
deg. 20 min. E. 

17th, Thursday.— At sun-rise made sail again, steering in a S. W. 
direction along the continent of Africa, in from 35 to 70 fathoms,— 
white sand and coral; but about 4 p.m. it falling calm, and finding a 
current setting us in-shore at the rate of half a mile an hour, came to 
in 38 fathoms, to prevent ourselves being imbayed. At 6 a breeze 
springing up from the eastward, encouraged us to make another at¬ 
tempt, but, presently dying away, we were again obliged to anchor. 

E 
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While laying here we put out our lines and caught one fine rock-fish, 
which are probably very plenty, as we observed our consort the Sylyh 
haul up several in a short space of time. At 10 p.m, weighed, with a 
light easterly wind, and stood to the S.E. We had this day cloudy 
weather, with light variable winds ; the thermometer at 78^ deg. Lat. 
11 deg. 41 min. N. ; long, per chronometer at noon, 51 deg. 14 min. 
S., according to as Cape Gaurdafui is in north lat. 11 deg. 49 min. ; 
long. 51 deg. 13 min. E. 

18th, Friday.—Working off-shore with light baffling winds, in 
from 45 to 55 fathoms, sand. The weather cloudy, with slight showers 
of rain and a lowering sky. A considerable dew had fallen during the 
night, and the air to-day felt damp and unpleasant. The thermometer 
at 78^- deg.; found the current setting us in-shore at the rate of one 
mile per hour. Lat. 11 deg. 30 min. N.; long, by chronometer at noon, 
51 deg. 31 min. 15 sec. E. 

19th, Saturday—Dew at night; and during the day southerly 
winds continued to prevail, with damp cloudy weather, and occasional 
showers of rain ; the thermometer at 78^ deg. Tacking off and on 
shore, we had in the course of the day another sight of the Island of 
Abdulcuria and the Brothers, the former bearing N.W. of us, and 
the latter in a north-easterly direction. Lat., obsd., 11 deg. 42 min. 
N.; long, b}^ lunar at 9 a.m., 51 deg. 56 min., and by chronometer 
at noon, 52 deg. 5 min. E. ; variation by azimuth 7 deg. W. About 
6 p.m., in attempting to tack, the ship refused to stay, and in conse¬ 
quence got foul of the Sylph, which we at the time had in tow ; for¬ 
tunately, however, after some alarm and a little trouble, we soon got 
clear again, without material damage being sustained by either vessel. 

20th, Sunday—Continued working along the African shore, with 
fresh southerly winds ; the thermometer at 79^ deg.; Cape Gaurdafui 
and the Brothers still in sight. Abdulcuria at sunset bore N. and by 
E. of us, distant 14 or 15 leagues. Lat. 11 deg. 27 min. N. ; long., 
per lunar, at 9 a.m., 52 deg. 24 min. E., and by chron. at noon, 
52 deg. 29- min, E.; variation per azimuth 6^ deg. W. 

21st, Monday—Still working against the southerly winds; no land 
in sight. The thermometer at 79^ deg. Lat. observed at noon, 
10 deg. 50 min. N. ; long, by lunar at 10 a.m. 52 deg. 37 min.; 

and by chron. at noon, 52 deg. 43 min. E. ; variation, 8 deg, 20 

min. W. 
22nd, Tuesday_During the early part of the day fresh southerly 

winds, with the thermometer at 79^ deg. Towards the evening it fell 
calm, when we lowered the boat and tried the current; found it setting 
to the northward at the rate of half a knot an hour. Lat. observed 
10 deg. 43 min. N.; long, b}'' chron. 

23rd, Wednesday.—We had light southerly winds and calm in the 
morning; but a northerly breeze springing up in the afternoon, per¬ 
mitted us to lay our course S.W. Still no land to be seen; the 
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thermometer at 79J cleg. Lat. observed 10 deg. 28 min. N.; long 
by chron. 53 deg. E. 

24th, Thursday.—Steering W.S.W. with a fresh northerly breeze. 
The weather damp and misty, and frequent drizzling rain. Thermo¬ 
meter 78^ deg. Lat. observed 9 deg. 8 min. N.; long, by chron. 
51 deg. 55 min. 15. sec. E. 

25th, Friday.—Proceeding westward, we in course of the forenoon saw 
land, which, as we now approached that part of the coast where the ob¬ 
jects of our investigation lay, was looked to with anxious expectation. 
It bore N.W. by W., distant from us 5 or 6 leagues, and by the situa¬ 
tion of the ship, knew it to be the land between Cape Orfui and 
Cape Basseos : as this coast has been hitherto considered as desert and 
inaccessible, we were anxious to examine it; but the thick haze which 
hung over the land, and the light winds and currents which we never 
failed to experience on nearing the shore, obliged us to heave off 
towards the evening to avoid getting imbayed : the land as it appeared 
to us seemed fully to justify the descriptions given of it. It seemed 
of a moderate uniform height, and barren and sandy, without vestige 
of habitation or vegetable production of any kind. We hove-to for a 
short time in the afternoon, and discovered, by striking soundings in 
thirty fathoms, and suddenly deepening again, that we had happened 
on a sandbank, many of which probably lay along this coast. While 
we lay to, the lines were put overboard, and shark and rockfish of 
various kinds being found in great plenty, a good number was soon 
taken, sufficient to furnish the whole ship’s company with a fresh meal 
in the evening: made sail again, standing out from the land. We had 
to-day moderate north-easterly winds, with fair weather; the thermo¬ 
meter at 80 deg. Lat. observed 8 deg. 20 min. N.; long, by chron. 
at noon, 50 deg. 32 min. E.; variation 6 deg. 12 min. W. Imme¬ 
diately after discovering land we perceived a large dow or boat close 
in shore, which appeared eager to avoid us. 

26th, Saturday.—At daylight we could see nothing either of the 
boat or land, having lost sight of both during the night. Standing in, 
we again saw the coast about 7 in the morning. Its appearance was 
similar to what we sailed along the preceding day, only it was more 
flat and considerably lower, but equally barren. Kept our way along 
shore at the distance of about 6 or 8 miles, in from 10 to 25 fathoms, 
sand and shells. A little before sunset we hove to in 25 fathoms, and 
were again very successful in fishing. At 6 p.m. made sail, still keep¬ 
ing a respectable distance from the shore. The weather clear and 
warm, with steady easterly winds; the thermometer at 79:j deg. Lat. 
7 deg. 10 min. N.; long, per chron. 49 deg. 42 min. 30 sec. E. 

27th, Sunday_Continued our way along the coast 3 or 4 miles 
from the shore, in from 20 to 25 fathoms, sand and gravel, with a very 
strong current in our favour. The land opposite us to-day was low 
and even, and had somewhat a better appearance than any we had 
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for some clays before seen. Green spots were here and there observ¬ 
able, and we could distinguish on the shore several natives and a few 
cattle, but of what description we were not near enough to ascertain. 
Fish still continued to be caught in great abundance. About 3 p.m. 

saw higher land ahead, which we took to be Cape Bassas,* the posi¬ 
tion of which though described to be a very dangerous place, had 
never been accurately laid down ; we were, therefore, anxious to deter¬ 
mine it, and to hare an opportunity of doing so properly, kept working 
to windward that we might not pass it during the night. Winds still 
easterly, with warm weather. The thermometer at 79j deg. Lat. 
5 deg. 37 min. N.; long, by lunar at 8 p.m. 49 deg. 20 min. E.; 
variation per amplitude 8 deg. 40 min. W. 

28th, Monday.—Passed the elevated land seen yesterday afternoon, 
and at 2 p.m. Cape Bassas was abreast of us distant a few miles. The 
real situation of this cape we had some difficulty to determine; for 
the land along, low and smooth, had so much sameness in appearance, 
and that forming the cape itself so little remarkable from the rest, that 
had we not observed the coast to recede considerably on each side, 
making opposite to us an evident projection or headland, we should 
still have remained in great uncertainty respecting it. At 5 or 6 
miles’ distance from the shore struck soundings in 19 fathoms hard 
ground ; and we had still a strong current in our favour, but we 
observed little or no rippling about the ship. The position of the 
cape,I according to the mean of several good observations, is in N. 
lat. 4 deg. 44 min., and long. 48 deg. 17 min. E.; variation per azimuth 
9 deg. 7 min. W. After ascertaining the situation of this cape, we 
stood to windward during the night. To-day the weather continued 
fine, with a moderate easterly wind; the thermometer at 78 deg. 
Lat., observed at noon 4 deg. 59 min. N. 

29th, Tuesday.—Stood in again, and steered along the cosat to the 
southward of Cape Bassas, at the distance of three miles, in from 10 

* Since the 25tli we had been steering along that part of the African con¬ 
tinent known to the English by the name of Agan. It is in general a low even 
coast, and is justly represented as desert and barren. In passing along it 
some natives were seen tending a few cattle on the shore ; but there is reason 
to believe, from the apparent extreme infertility of the sand, that the number 
of inhabitants can be but very small; even the seashore, where the abundance 
of fish would render the means of subsistence so easy to be attained, seemed 
totally neglected; not a hut or boat of any kind was to be seen throughout 
its whole extent A strong proof of the thinness of population, and of the 
country near the coast being destitute of the material requisite for construct¬ 
ing these necessaries. The few inhabitants probably belong to the Saumalie 
tribe, whose limits of residence are said to extend to the line. We did not 
remark any inlets or traces of rivers on this coast. 

t A little north of Cape Bassas is a hill or long ridge, of an uncommon red 
colour, and along the land from it to the cape itself are a number of white 
sand hillocks, which form excellent marks to vessels approaching it from the 
northward and eastward. 



29 

to 20 fathoms, sand and shells. The land here was white and sandy, 
but in several places there was apparently tolerable pasturage ground, 
on which were seen several small groups of huts, and some pretty 
numerous herds of cattle. By the number of people observed on these 
spots, this tract seemed better frequented, but its general appearance 
■was similar with that to the northward of the Cape. During the 
preceeding night a considerable dew had fallen, and the weather to-day 
was damp and cloudy ; the thermometer at 784 deg. As the supposed 
site of the river Doara* was near at hand,—the examination of which 
formed one of our principal objects,—it beame desirable to avoid pass¬ 
ing any part of the coast in the night; but, towards the evening, the 
wind unfortunately began to blow very fresh, with a heavy swell, and 
being on bad holding ground, we were once more reluctantly com¬ 
pelled to work to windward. Lat. observed at noon, 4 deg. 14. min. 
N.; long, by lunar at 2 r.M., 47 deg. 42 min. E.: variation per azimuth 
9 deg. 15 min. W. 

30th, Wednesday_Continued steering S.W., about 24 miles from 
the land, in from 7 to 10 fathoms, white sand and coral: the Sylph 
keeping her course half-way between us and the shore, in regular 
soundings of 6 and 7 fathoms. This day’s sail presented the same 
barren prospect as the coast we had already traced ; it was still low 
and sandy, remarkably white, and to all appearance completely desert ; 
neither huts, people, or cattle of any description to be observed. The 
shore was in many places rocky, and a high surf beat over it. At 
2 p.m. breakers appeared ahead, distant less than two miles, and a lit- 
beyond them, low land, which seemed to be an island : to weather 
these it became necessary to haul off shore, and immediately after tak¬ 
ing this precaution, the wind began again to blow exceedingly fresh, 
with a very heavy swell, which forced us to continue standing out to 
sea during the whole night. Weather still damp and cloudy ; the 
thermometer at 79^« Lat. observed at noon 3 deg. 30 min. N.; long, 
by chron., 47 deg. 25 min. E. 

31st, Thursday—4 he wind increased to a gale, and blew furiously 
during the whole day and following night, attended with a tremendous 
heavy swell, which prevented us from approaching the shore near 
enough to see any thing distinctly ; we could only remark that the 
land seemed to be higher than what we had lately seen. Weather still 
damp and cloudy, and the thermometer at 79 deg. Lat. observed at 
noon, 2 deg. 44 min. N.; long, by chrpnometer, 46 deg. 5 min. E.; 
variation by amplitude, 10 deg. W. 

February 1st, Friday.—The wind moderating, we continued our 
course along the coast in very irregular soundings of from 10 to 65 
fathoms, rocks and gravel. At 9 a.m. the mosques of Magadosho 
were seen bearing W.S.W., distant 9 or 10 miles. The late gale has 

* From the information afterwards received, the Doara seems to be an in¬ 
considerable stream. 
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therefore carried us far to the southward of the reported mouth of the 
Doara—a mortifying circumstance, and to us a very severe disapoint- 
ment, for we had promised ourselves much gratification in exploring 
that river,—so interesting, and at the same time so little known.* At 
noon, Magadosho bore W.N.W. of the ship two or three miles ; here 
we sounded, but could find no ground with a line of 80 fathoms. The 
town, which is large and irregular, is situated on an uneven sandy piece 
of ground close to the beach ; the land behind considerably lower than 
that on either side. The houses resemble those seen in the towns on 
the coasts of Arabia and Persia, and are apparently built of stones and 
mud, of a low square form, with small doors and windows, and have all 
flat roofs. The most conspicuous objects are the mosques already 
mentioned; there are four of them; three of which are placed in the 
town, the other among some straggling buildings, a little to the north¬ 
ward. The land, both to the N.E. and S.W., is of a reddish colour, 
thickly covered with black spots, and upon them some low spreading 
trees, which have a very uncommon appearance. About 10 miles to 
the southward is a remarkable white sandy hill, which, with the red 
hills already mentioned, are excellent marks in approaching Magadosho. 
The sea-shore, immediately opposite the town, is sandy, and guarded 
by a reef, which, running from the rocks on the N.E. to the S.W. end 
of the town, extends to about a quarter of a mile from the beach ; 
within, the anchorage is said to be excellent. To the S.W., as to the 
N.E., the shore is in many places low and rocky, forming what has 
been described as islands.f We were doubtful of this, but did not go 
near enough to ascertain. We observed a large village on the north¬ 
ernmost of these supposed islands, a few miles south of Magadosho. 
Having determined the position of the town, we were in hopes that we 
might at last be enabled to anchor and pursue at leisure the enquiries 
we proposed to make here, concerning some of the objects of our 
search, but our bad fortune continued to attend us, for the wind be¬ 
gan again to blow very fresh, with an exceeding heavy swell setting 
towards the shore. Under these circumstances we did not think it 
prudent to trust ourselves at anchor in an open unprotected roadstead, 
with a reef of rocks under our lee; we therefore bore away along the 
coast to the S.W. of Magadosho till the evening, w'hen we stood out 
to sea, and passed a night more tempestuous than any we had hitherto 
experienced. The weather still damp with heavy dews at night; 
the thermometer at 78 deg. Lat. observed at noon, 2 deg. 4 min. N.; 
long, by chronometer at noon, 45 deg. 46 min. E. According to us, 
Magadosho is situated in N. lat. 2 deg. 3 min., and in long, by chro¬ 
nometer, 42 deg. 43 min. E. 

2d, Saturday.—Being driven from Magadosho the preceding night, 

* See Note page 29. 
| AVe afterwards discovered these to be really islands, and the commence¬ 

ment of the chain which extends beyond Patta. 
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we intended, if possible, to make Meeya or Maiea, a place laid down 
about 14 or 15 miles to the S. W. of Madagascar. At twilight, how¬ 
ever, saw nothing of such a place, and were again forced to stand out 
to sea during the night, when we must have passed it ; for, at noon to¬ 
day, we were off the town of Biava in > lat. 1 deg. 11 min., and long. 
44 deg. 9 min. E. This town is situated under some very high red¬ 
dish land, spotted with black rocks, and has several small islands abreast 
of it at a very short distance from the shore, one of which to the south ward, 
opposite a white sandy patch of high ground, has a tower or lighthouse 
on it. The land between Magadosho and Brava is uniformly high, 
and has that remarkable reddish spotted appearance already so often 
described. Our bad fortune still persecuted us : we could not anchor 
here for the same reasons that had prevented us at Magadosho ; we 
therefore yielded to our fate, and again took refuge in a secure distance 
from the shore. The houses of Brava are similaar to those of Maga- 
dosho. The weather continued unaltered with the therm, at 80 deg. ; 
lat. observed at noon, 1 deg. 14 min. N.; long. E. 

3d, Sunday—-At noon, we were in lat. 0 deg. 5 min. N. The land 
is low and woody. Proceeded along shore, looking attentively for a 
river,* described to disharge itself hereabouts : our search proving fruit¬ 
less, at sunset came to anchor about 3 or 4 miles from the shore in 12 
fathoms, soft sand. The land abreast of the ship low, sandy, and rook}’-. 
Though the wind had much abated to-day, it still, however, blew' fresh, 
with a considerable swell, and the weather continued damp, with dew 
at night. Therm, at 78deg. Lat., at noon, 0 deg. 5 min. N.; long., 
43 deg. 11 min. E. 

* The opinion upon which the existence of this supposed river rests, is found¬ 
ed on certain accounts transmitted some time ago to the Governor of Bombay 
by the late Captain David Seton, the Company’s Resident at Muscat. This 
communication states the information to have been obtained from some people 
of respectability in that place, who were well acquainted with the part of the 
African coast in question. The substance of this detail is as follows:—That 
a river of immense extent, known to the natives in its neighbourhood by the 
appellation of the Neelo (Nilo), and said to have its source in common with the 
Egyptian river of that name, discharges itself in the Indian Ocean in about 
0 deg. 5 min. N. Lat. 3 near to its mouth it is called Govind Khala. That the 
length of its course is about three months’ journey 5 and nine weeks’ journey 
from the mouth stands a large city named Gunamma, up to which, the river 
being navigable, immense quantities of slaves, elephants’ teeth, &c. are brought 
down within a short distance of Brava, to which (the river then taking a more 
southerly direction) these articles of merchandise are afterwards carried over¬ 
land, and either disposed of there or sent to Zanzibar. This story, though suf¬ 
ficiently plausible, would of itself, considering the known credulity and 
extreme propensity to exaggeration prevalent among the natives of the 
East, be entitled to very little regard, did it not happen to receive some 
countenance from Herodotus the Grecian historian, who says, that when in 
Egypt, he was told that a branch of the Nile bearing the same name, took an 
easterly course* and was supposed to fall into the Indian Ocean somewhere on 
the coast of East Africa. These taken together were strong, but still left 
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4th, Monday.—About midnight, the Sylph parted from her anchor, 
got under weigh early in the morning, and at noon passed the river 
I)os Fuegos, or Rouges River, and Juba Irunjba, a village situated 
at its mouth ; but at too great a distance to make any particular obser¬ 
vations. The coast for a little north of this river to Patta, is faced by 
one continued chain of islands, some of which are large and wooded, 
others very small. These islands are sometimes connected by reefs of 
rocks, over which a high surf beats, and a sand bank surrounding them, 
run through their whole length, frequently extending a considerable 
way out to sea. In one place, about 20 miles south of Juba, even to 
seven or eight miles, opposite which is a remarkable high insulated rock, 
in shore, appearing like a square tower : here also the reef stretches a 
long way out—perhaps 5 or 6 miles. Though there are no soundings 
close to the edge of this part of the bank, the water was remarked to have 
a very white colour, resembling that often seen at the mouths of the 
large rivers. The land on this part of the continent is in general mo¬ 
derately high, and almost universally covered with wood ; the shore 
shelves to a smooth sandy beach which is guarded by the islands and 
reefs noticed. Steady moderate north-easterly winds with fine weather, 
but damp and dews at night. The therm, at 78|- deg.; lat. observed at 
noon, 0 deg. 24 min. S. long. 

5th, Tuesday.— In course of the forenoon, passed by a deep inlet 
where some boats were riding at anchor, and at sunset were abreast of 
several large woody islands, supposed to be those immediately north of 
Patta ; between 6 and 7 r.M. came-to in 12 fathoms, fine sand. That 
part of the coast of Africa stretching from the equator south, beyond 
our present anchorage promises, in its aspect, something very interest¬ 
ing to the enterprizing investigator. The numerous richly-clothed 
islands which line the shore, separated by beautiful and frequently spa¬ 
cious inlets, and bounded behind by a delightful continent, rich in all 
the charms of luxuriant vegetation, present to the eye a prospect ex¬ 
tremely enchanting, and would seem to indicate a degree of natural 
wealth equal to the most favoured regions of the known globe. No¬ 
thing could form a more striking contrast with that in view than the 
barren coast to the eastward of Juba. Fine steady easterly-breeze, 

ample room to believe that the river called by the Portuguese Dos Fuegos, 
and known to us by the name of Rogues river, which disembogues itself in 
0 deg. 17 min. S. lat. might eventually turn out to be the same with this 
African Nile,—22 miles, the difference between their supposed mouths, being 
an error Avliich people such as those of Muscat, unaccustomed to make accu¬ 
rate observations, may easily be supposed to fall into. It may here be seen 
that the truth of this surmise, respecting the identity of the two rivers, has 
been clearly established. Though it will hereafter appear, from the informa¬ 
tion received at Patta, that the source of this river, viz. Dos Fuegos, will still 
bo found to agree with, and authenticate the reports and conjectures derived 
irom, the above authority; and, at all events, cannot fail to render it an ob¬ 
ject ot interest and curiosit v to the civilized world in general. 
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with pleasant weather. It is worthy of remark, since in the latitudes 
on this coast near the Line, a heavy dew had been observed to begin 
falling immediately after the sun went down, and continued till some 
time after its rise next morning ; during the day the air felt very dry. 
Therm, at 79 deg. Lat. obsd. at noon 1 deg. 32 min. S.; long, per chron. 
at noon, 41 deg. 59 min. E., variation 13 deg. W. 

6th, Wednesday.—Weighed and worked to windward for the pur¬ 
pose of trying the current, and to get clear of the land, to observe the 
latitude at noon ; in a few tacks began to gain ground. It was therefore 
evident that the strong southerly current which runs along the coast 
during the N.E. monsoon had already begun to change its direction, 
though as yet it is probably only to be felt near the shore. At noon 
saw a large dow a few miles astern, standing to the southward. She 
seemed at first extremely cautious of approaching the ships, buc seeing 
English colours, ventured within hail, and being informed who we were, 
acquired more confidence. We were informed they were from Muscat, 
bound to Mampasse ; they said their shyness arose from the suspicion 
of our being French cruisers. They afterwards obligingly sent on 
board two pilots to conduct the ships to anchorage near Patta. At 
sunset came-to in six fathoms, and abreast of some small isles at the 
south point of the island Guien, which forms the north side of the in¬ 
let adjoining to Peer Patta, * on which was observed a considerable 
town,'f bearing from the ship about N.W. Fired a gun as a signal for 
a Patta pilot to carry us through the intricate channel to the inner an¬ 
chorage. Wind still steady from the N.E., with fine weather. The 
thermometer at 79 deg. Latitude observed at noon 1 deg. 59 min. 6 sec. 

7th, Thursday.—A boat with pilots arrived from Patta; got under 
weigh, and proceeded through the passage in four, five, and six 
fathoms, and at 11 a.m. came-to again in a very narrow part of it, 
leading between the N.E. point of the island of Peer Patta and an ex¬ 
tensive sand bank, dry at low water, which runs a long way out. All 
of these islands, namely, Peer Patta, Daw Patta, Mandra, &c., are 
faced with shoals and rocks that render the navigation very difficult, 
and should, with other considerations, deter trading vessels from fre¬ 
quenting this port. In the afternoon sent the small boat with our 
Hindoostanee pilot to Patta to acquaint the Sooltan of our arrival, and 
intention of visiting him next day. Weather as heretofore. The po¬ 
sition of this anchorage is in south lat. 2 deg. 4 min.; longitude by 
chronometer 41 deg. 14 min. 2 sec. ; variation 14 deg. west. 

TRANSACTIONS AT PATTA. 

8th, Friday.—The boat that went yesterday to Patta returned this 
morning, having left behind Mallum Ali, the Hindoostanee interpreter, 

* Or rather to the island on which Patta and Sieull stand, called Peer Patta. 
f This town is by the natives called, Humoo. 

p 
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a circumstance which (there being reason to believe his stay not 
voluntary) added to the reports of the boat’s crew concerning the de¬ 
portment of the natives on shore, did not tend to impress us with a 
favourable idea of their good intentions. We had already learned 
from the pilots and others who had visited us on board, that the place 
was distracted by civil dissentions. The Sultanship being claimed by 
two rival cousins, whose respective adherents, occupying the same 
town, occasioned by their contentions a continual scene of confusion, 
and we knew that any correspondence with one party under these 
circumstances would, by the other, be considered as evincing a dispo¬ 
sition of hostility towards them. It therefore became a doubt to which 
of these savage competitors for royalty we ought to pay our respects, 
for though we never dreamt of ascertaining the question of right and 
wrong between them, it was of some importance to discover which 
party was strongest and best able to protect and assist us in the pro¬ 
secution of our enquiries ; but this was found impracticable, several 
partisans of both factions were indeed on board, but each endeavoured 
to make it appear that his own was the rightful and most powerful 
Sooltan. Had the boat’s crew been able to tell whose hands Mallum 
Ali had fallen into, it would have settled the matter as to the person, 
whoever he might be, there must have been a necessity to pay court, 
but none of them could speak with certainty respecting him. Disap¬ 
pointed in obtaining satisfactory information concerning this point, it 
was nevertheless determined to persevere in the resolution of visiting 
Patta, Accordingly about 11 a.m., Captain Smee, in company with 
Lieutenant Hardy, myself, and the pilots, carrying with us a present ■& 
for the Sooltan, left the ship in the large cutter, manned with Euro¬ 
peans. It was judged prudent to take arms, (though to prevent mis¬ 
understanding they remained concealed till compelled t) produce them 
in our own defence.) We had scarcely got a mile from the ship when we 
were met by a boat belonging to Sooltan Hammed, with presents for 
Captain Smee, but finding him on his wray to Patta, declined going 
any farther, the chief man and one of the sepoys came into the cutter; 
and their boat returned with us to town, this conduct appearing very 
suspicious, determined us to act cautiously, and avoid particularly 
giving any pretence for violence. After two hours’ sail we arrived off 
Patta, it was then low water, and the cutter could not approach nearer 
to the shore than half a mile, we were, therefore, obliged to go 
separately into small canoes, which the negroes pushed through the 
mud to the beach ; on landing nobody appeared to receive or conduct 
ns to the Sooltan, another suspicious circumstance that did not give us 
much encouragement. But, had such been our design, we had al¬ 
ready gone too far to return, for the cutter with all the Europeans and 
arms w’ere at some distance, and we had no means of rejoining them. 

* Amounting in value to better than Rs. 300. 
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Those who landed were, Captain Smee, Lieutenant Hardy, and my¬ 
self ; the syrang, captain’s servant, with the pilots and persons from 
the Sooltan’s boat. Under the direction of these last, we walked from 
the landing-place, surrounded by a crowd of armed savages, to a large 
unshapely heap of mud, called the Palace of Sooltan Hammed, where 
we met with our interpreter Mallum Ali. Having entered it through a 
wicket in a strong door or gate, we were conducted across a square 
court to a kind of open porch, used, it seems, as a place of public au¬ 
dience ; in it were placed several low beds or couches with broken 
rattan bottoms, on one of which we were desired to sit down ; they were 
excessively dirty, and looked as if they had been stolen from some 
native brother in India ; immediately to the left of the one in which 
we were seated stood the Sooltan’s seat or throne, being nothing more 
than a new wooden arm-chair, with a high back and some rude carving 
on it; on the ground before, a round piece of wood or stone, with a 
hole in the middle, supplied the place of a foot-stool ; and around stood 
a crowd of naked men and boys, for all ranks and descriptions have, it 
seems, here free access to the presence of their Sovereign. The Sool¬ 
tan immediately entered, and holding out his hand to us severally, took 
ours, and put the back of it to his mouth, a ceremony the natives- 
reversed ; they all kissed the back of his hand. He is in person of a> 
middle stature, rather corpulent, and has an agreeable countenance ; 
I imagined his age to be about 35. He was dressed in a long dirty 
yellowish-coloured gown, with a greasy turban on his head, and filthy 
loose slippers on his feet, and in the left hand carried a sabre, the 
handle of which was of black wood ornamented with gold and silver. 
Being seated, a tin goblet of sugar and water, the favourite beverage 
of the country, was handed to each, which having drunk, the presents, 
with the letters from Government, were delivered by Captain Smee, 
who complimented the Sooltan in the name of Mr Duncan and the 
Honourable Company. He returned the compliments, but did not at 
that time open the letters. A conversation afterwards ensued, in which 
the objects of the voyage were stated, with a request for all the in¬ 
formation in his power respecting them, but he seemed dissatisfied with 
the explanation of our views, which he probably suspected concealed 
designs of a dangerous nature, and appeared to stand very much on 
the reserve. To our interrogations about the unfortunate Mr Park 
and his associates, he only answered, “ How can I speak of the man ? 
I never saw him.” Regarding the rivers on the coast, he confessed 
Rogues River to be of immense extent, that its sources were far beyond 
his knowledge, commonly believed to be in Europe, or as he expressed 
it, “ in our countrythat a great number of slaves were brought 
down it to Brova ; but as to the towns, state of the country, or people 
which dwell on its banks, he said he was totally ignorant. At my sug¬ 
gestion, it was proposed to introduce the vaccine or inoculation at 
Patta, with the means for which I was ready provided. The Sooltan 
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asked if that was possible, for allowing I might be able to do such a 
thing, how could it be propagated so as to be of advantage? It was 
replied, that a sufficient number of persons might be easily instructed 
for the purpose; but he seemed to doubt the truth of this assertion, 
and treated the proposal with contemptuous neglect. Then rising, he 
abruptly withdrew. Thinking the audience at an end, we were about 
to retire, but it was intimated that we must walk into another apart¬ 
ment, whither they conducted us, the way to it leading through the 
opposite side of the court, and up a narrow mud staircase ; this room 
was better furnished, but equally filthy, and more gloomy than the 
former. The Sooltan soon followed us, and it presently appeared, if 
we did not pay a very high price for liberty to take leave of His High¬ 
ness, we must consent to remain for a time much exceeding either our 
pleasure or convenience; seating himself for a moment, and whisper¬ 
ing to some of his attendants, he rose, and with them retired into an 
inner room, where Captain Smee was called, and remained separated 
from us during the rest of the conference, which lasted till near sunset. 
About 4 p.m., they all came out for a few minutes; and at this moment 
a Lascar arrived from the boat, and told us the people had been 
fired upon, but that on shewing their arms they desisted. This out¬ 
rage (we had a flag of truce flying all the time) was taken no notice of. 
The Sooltan laid it to the charge of his cousin’s* party. His High¬ 
ness, however, seemed perfectly ashamed of his own treatment of us, 
which was such as he did not care to make public, for he carried Cap¬ 
tain Smee a second time into the private apartment, for the purpose, 
as we afterwards understood, of extorting a promise of money and 
other articles from him. Our feelings were at this moment very un¬ 
comfortable. It was easy to see some mischief was in hand, for the 
place where we sat, and the passages about it, were filled with armed 
men ; those who before had none, going out and returning with spears, 
bows, and arrows, &e. Near sunset, Captain Smee again came out, 
and without sitting down said he was going to the beach; we followed, 
and though environed by an armed multitude, reached it without mo¬ 
lestation, finding the boat, by the rise of the tide, had got close in, we 
embarked with great satisfaction. When Captain Smee was first called 
out, the Sooltan required that he should supply them with 15 muskets, 
10 pistols, 11 barrels of gunpowder, several parcels of flints, &c.; this 
demand was remonstrated against, on the ground that these articles 
belonged to the Company his masters, and if he parted with them he 
could not defend himself against his enemies,—two of whose vessels, 
they themselves had acknowledged, were at Zanzibar and Quailemane ; 
but, again, reflecting he was entirely in their power, promised to com- 

* His cousin was at this moment held in confinement in a dungeon close to 
the residence of this cruel and usurping relation, for it seems Ben Baneeci had 
the prior claim to the Sultanship. 
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ply with their requisitions as far as compatible with the safety of the 
ships under his command. They seemed satisfied ; said the French 
vessels at Zanzibar and Quailemane were only small vessels trading 
for slaves, and for the time put an end to the conference ; but encou¬ 
raged by success (for they seemed to place great confidence in the 
promise of an Englishman), a second request for money to satisfy their 
soldiers was made, to which Captain Smee positively refused to accede. 
He told them he had no money to spare, asked if the letters he had 
delivered had been read, if so, that he was astonished they should make 
so unreasonable a demand. To this they returned an equivocating 
answer : first, they had not; then they had read them. Perceiving 
him anxious to take leave (for they evidently intended to protract the 
interview till it should be too late for the boat to get off), they insisted 
on his staying to eat—said he had better stay all night, for there was 
not water enough for the boat to get to the ship ; he said lie would go 
and see, and without giving time for deliberation walked out, and for¬ 
tunately got to the beach before the rabble without knew any thing of 
the affair. Having got the two pilots into the cutter, and a sepoy be¬ 
longing to the Sooltan’s boat, who was still waiting on the beach, we 
put off, determining to keep him as a security for the safety of Mallum 
Ali, who remained behind to preserve a show of friendship with the 
Sooltan, and at midnight reached the ships much fatigued, and happy 
at having escaped so well. 

DESCRIPTION OF PATTA. 

The town of Patta stands on a low square point between two salt 
water creeks, surrounded with woods, chiefly cocoa nut trees, and 
is composed of wretched mud buildings. No fruit except the 
cocoa nut was met with, and it was found impossible to procure 
any fresh water. The sheep, which are covered with hair instead 
of wool, and their goats are excellent.* The inhabitants belong 
to the Souallie tribe, a people sprung from a mixture of the Galli Ne¬ 
groes with the Arabs, &c. The flat nose and thick lips, so peculiarly 
distinctive of the African countenance, is generally observed among 
them, and sufficiently marks their original connection with that race; 

* The people of Patta (besides their civil dissentions) were at this time at 
war with Lamo, an island a few miles to the southward, whose boats were 
continually on the look out to attack those of Patta; the Sooltan made this 
also a motive for detaining us, under the pretence of preparing an armed boat 
to conduct us back to the ship, but we saw through his civility, and evaded it 
by telling him we had arms, and could defend ourselves. Patta has no trade 
at present; it used formerly to be resorted to for cowries (a small shell cur¬ 
rent as money in Bengal), but of late years this trade has been discon¬ 
tinued- 
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the wooly covering of the head universally prevails ; the colour of 
their skins varies from a reddish brown or tawny hue, like the Arabs, 
to nearly a deep black; in their dispositions they are cunning and 
treacherous to the last degree. 

On the 9th, the same boat we met yesterday, and which returned 
with us to town, arrived at the ships with presents from the Sooltan, 
consisting of 60 cocoa nuts, 3 white bullocks, and 3 goats, in charge of 
one of his principal men, who came to receive the articles, the promise 
of which had been extorted during the interview at Patta. To give 
no cause for quarrel, the Sooltan s present was accepted, but the boat 
was sent back with an answer, that until Malluin Ali should be sent on 
board not a single article would be parted with. The pilots perceiving 
the boats go away without them, became very outrageous and at¬ 
tempted to leap overboard, but finding themselves too well guarded, 
they desisted, and began to say (in direct contradiction to what they 
formerly asserted, and on the strength of which we had allowed’ourselves 
to be brought to the present anchorage) that there was not water enough 
for the ships to get through the channel of the S. W., as the wind 
rendered it impossible to return the way we came in, and the above 
passage the only one by which we could keep clear of the shoals which 
surrounded us,—we determined to detain the pilots till the ships were 
out of danger. 

Next day, the 10th, the boat returned with Mallum Ali, though the 
promise given to the Sooltan was compulsory, and did not, strictly 
speaking, deserve the least regard; yet out of respect to the word and 
honour of an Englisman, as well as for the sake of any of our country¬ 
men who might hereafter fall into their hands, and on whom they 
might be tempted to retaliate their disappointment, it was resolved 
to adhere to our extorted engagements as far as consistent with the 
safety of the ships. Therefore, 5 muskets, 2 pistols, 2 barrels of gun¬ 
powder, 2 bundles of musket ball cartridges, and 160 flints, being all 
we could spare, were delivered, with which they departed very well 
satisfied, and thus terminated this troublesome business. 

From the 10th to the 12th we were occupied in getting through the 
south-west channel, which proved a very tedious job. The pilots were 
either too ignorant or too unwilling to be of much service, and it be¬ 
came necessary to keep our boats out sounding in order to discover 
the passage and direct the ships how to steer: vve found it very nar¬ 
row, and interrupted in two places by bars, on which at high water, 
found not more than one quarter less three fathoms. From the an¬ 
chorage the channel ran W.S.W. J W. about half a mile and then 
turned to the southward. In leading out on the 11th, the Sylph, 
grounded, but soon got off* again; on the evening of the 12th, having 
got clear of the sands and rocks, dismissed the pilots, and stood out to 
sea during the night. Since anchoring at Patta, the weather (with the 
exception of the morning of the 8th, when a few drops of rain fell) was 
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fair, with pleasant easterly winds and heavy dews at night. The ther¬ 
mometer generally at 82 deg. The town, as near as we could ascer¬ 
tain (for we had no opportunity of determining it exactly) is in lat. 
2 deg. 8 min. S., and long, by chronometer, 41 deg. 13 min. E.; va¬ 
riation 14 deg. W. 

13th, Wednesday.—No land in sight during the day, and light 
easterly winds and calms prevailed, with clear weather. Lat. at noon, 
2 deg. 48 min. S. 

14th, Thursday.—The course N. E. by E. Saw land bearing 
W. N. W., on which several large fires were burning, and at sunset 
were abreast of some small rocky islands, which seemed a continua¬ 
tion of the chain to the northward of Patta. Wind variable. Lat. 
2 deg. 48 min. S. 

15th, Friday_In lat. 2 deg. 41 min. S.; variation per azimuth, 
13 deg. 29 min. W. Fine weather, with light variable winds. 

16th, Saturday.—In course of the forenoon yesterday, we passed a 
reef of rocks, part of which rose considerably above the surface of the 
water, and had a very remarkable appearance. The reef runs from 
the north-east point of Formosa Bay,* stretching several miles off¬ 
shore in a south-easterly direction ; the situation I supposed to be in 
S. lat. 2 deg. 45 min., for having to-day at noon observed in 2 deg. 
58 min., it was then 15 or 16 miles astern of us. At noon the south¬ 
west point of the Formosa bay, bearing S.W. by W., observed two 
boats under the land: stood in with a view to speak them, and fired 
two guns, which they took no notice of, but crowding all sail, made 
round the point into the bay. Crossing the mouth of Formosa bay, 
at 5 f.m. saw another reef with breakers on it. We were at this time 
about four miles from shore, in 24 fathoms sand, and the breakers 
could not, I think, be more than one and a half, or, at furthest, two 
miles from the ship. At five 5 h. 20 min. hove-to in 13 fathoms, 
when the water suddenly shoaled to six, five, and one-quarter less four 
fathoms, rocks. On shoaling, a mosque or round tower was observed 
on a point or projecting part of the shore, bearing W. | N., distant 
eight or nine miles. Hauled our wind and stood out for the night, in¬ 
tending to return next morning to determine, as accurately as possible, 
the exact situation of this dangerous shoal. To-day there were light 
variable winds, with fine clear weather ; the thermometer at 80 deg. 
Lat. at noon, 2 deg. 58 min. S.; long. 40 deg. 8 min. E. 

17th, Sunday.—At noon observed in lat. 3 deg. 8 min. S.; the 
mosque seen on shore within the breakers yesterday bearing due west.f 
Spoke a country boat, which informed us the tower or mosque was 

* Within this bay, on the S W. side, stood the ancient city of Melinda, the 
site of which, in crossing the mouth of the bay, we were at too great a distance 
from to see. 

f These must, therefore) have been the rocks (mentioned by Captain Bissee 
in his Memoir) on which the Leopard, Admiral Blankett’s flag-ship, struck— 
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called Gumanne; also that a river opened at a short distance a-head, 
called Quiliffa. At 4 p.m. were abreast of what we imagined to be 

this river, which has a small island at its mouth. Though the distance 
from the shore did not exceed two miles, no ground could be found 
with a line of 70 fathoms, and the water did not appear to be any way 
discoloured. Thermometer 79 deg.; lat. 3 deg. 18 min. S.; long, per 
chron. 40 deg. 28 min. E.; by lunar, 40 deg. 30 min. E. 

18th, Monday_The coast rose into gently elevated hills, which were 
clothed with wood, and presented a fine fertile appearance. At noon 
the opening of the Quiliffa* bearing N. \ E. 8 or 9 miles ; the lat. ob¬ 
served was 3 deg. 32 min. S. About 2 p.m. saw another river said to 
be called the Channay, distant from the ship 1^ miles right abreast. 
No soundings with 38 fathoms here. It had a large shoal with break¬ 
ers close to the mouth, and its probable position may be in lat. 3 deg. 
32 min. S., and long. 39 deg. 51 min. E,; variation by azimuth 13 
deg. 26 min. W. To-day we had light easterly winds, with clear 
warm weather, the thermometer at 80j deg. Here a pretty strong 
southerly current was experienced. Long. 39 deg. 45 min. 

19th, Tuesday.—The town of Mombaze, or, as the natives pro¬ 
nounce it, Mampass, was abreast of us, distant two miles. The fort 
stands at a short distance from the shore, on a steep woody ridge, said 
to be an island, and has three flag-staffs on it. A little to the north¬ 
east three remarkable hills or hammocks serve as good marks for find¬ 
ing the place. Its situation may be in S. lat. 4 deg. 2 min., and in 
long 39 deg. 41 min. 30 sec. E. At noon spoke a boat with a cargo of 
staves, two days from Zanzibar, and towards evening saw the island 
of Pemba ahead ; woiked to windward during the night to weather it. 
Pleasant easterly breezes, with fine clear weather. The thermometer 
at 80 deg. Lat. at noon, 4 deg. 7 min. S., long, by chron. 39. deg. 
51. min. E. 

20th, Wednesday.—No land in sight during the early part of the 
day, which was sultry and calm, but in course of the afternoon, a breeze 
springing up about sunset, saw the land of Pemba bearing S. \ W. 
4 or 5 leagues. In the evening stood out to the eastward, intending 
to return next day and observe the position of this island. The ther¬ 
mometer at 81 deg. Lat. observed at noon 4 deg. 34 min. S. 

21st, Thursday.—At noon observed in 5 deg. 7 min. S. the east 
point of Pemba, bearing west about 2 miles. Pemba is a low even 

(15th Feb. 1799—on a voyage to the Red Sea)—when bearing up to Zanzibar, 
after a fruitless attempt to beat up this coast during the N.E. monsoon. The 
mosque, however, or pagoda, as he calls it, is by no means a good sea-mark, as 
no ship ought to go so close as to make it sufficiently conspicuous. A much 
better are two hills to the N. W.; they are considerably higher than any near 
them, and in consequence easily known. The two hills are close together, and 
only partially divided by a shallow notch, resembling a woman’s breast in form. 

* The river Quiliffa is in S. lat. 3 [deg. 26 min., and in long, (by means of 
several good observations) 39 deg. 26 min. E. 
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island of considerable extent, being perhaps 16 or 17 leagues in length. 
It is entirely covered with wood, and appears well peopled. The shore 
generally low and steep to the water’s edge; shelves in some small spots 
to a sandy beach remarkably white, that at a distance shews like walls 
or pieces of buildings. Throughout its whole extent are numerous 
creeks or inlets, and towards the S.W. end is a deep bay with several 
small islands at its mouth, hitherto, so far as I know, undescribed. 
Fresh north-easterly winds, and cloudy weather; the thermometer at 
82^ deg. Stood to windward during the night. 

22d, Friday—At noon saw the island of Zanzibar a-head; about 
sunset anchored in 25 fathoms green mud, abreast of Timbat, the 
largest of the small woody islands at the north-west end of Zanzibar. 
A little after the Sylph came-to, close to us. The centre of Timbat 
bore S.S.W. The weather was warm and cloudy. The thermometer 
at 82 deg.; lat. observed at noon, 5 deg. 37 min. S. 

23d, Saturday, 7 a.m.—Weighed and stood along the western side 
of the island, (the Sylph leading) in from 5 to 15 fathoms, and at 11 
anchored in the harbour in 7 fathoms, mud. The town of Zanzibar 
bearing S.W. by S., distant three-quarters of a mile. Each vessel 
saluted the fort with three guns, which was not returned. In course 
of the afternoon sent the boat ashore with the interpreter to acquaint 
the Hakim of our arrival. Moderate northerly winds and fair weather. 

24th, Sunday.—Accompanied the commanders on a visit to the Go¬ 
vernor, or Hakim, as he is titled. He received us with great civility, 
and made many professions of friendship and assistance, which, how¬ 
ever, we did not, in the sequel, find him disposed to act lip to ; we were 
saluted on landing and coming off by the fort and a ketch in the har¬ 
bour. Thermometer 82-|. Fair weather.* 

Proceedings at Zanzibar from the 25th February to the 9th April, 
1811, with some Account of the Island. 

Zanzibar, situated between the 6th and 7th degrees of south lat., 
and 39th and 40th of east long., is an island of considerable extent, 
being nearly 50 miles in length and 20 in breadth ; its distance from 
the east coast of the African continent, along which it stretches in a 
north-easterly and south-westerly direction, may be about 15 or 16 
leagues ; between the continent and it, however, there is no passage 
for large vessels, except through the harbour, as a reef runs obliquely 
across from the African shore to the small islands which lie close to 
the western side of Zanzibar. These islets, which stand considerably 
nearer to the south than the northf extreme of the island, are all, ex- 

* The expedition sailed from Bombay on the 2nd January^ 1811. 
f There is also a group at the east end of the island. 
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cept one, covered with wood, and help to form the harbour. They run 
in a semi-circle, the concave side of which is towards Zanzibar, and 
are connected together by reefs of rocks, which, in blowing weather, 
break the swell, and render the port remarkably smooth and safe ; the 
entrances into it are from the north and south ; both lead between the 
small isles at the extremity of the semicircle and the western shore of 
Zanzibar ; the northern entrance, which leads within the small woody 
isle called Frenchman’s island, is very narrow and crooked, in consequence 
of sand-banks, which run out from opposite shores, crossing each other. 
On the shallowest part (which will be known by bringing the three 
northern woody isles in one) the depth is not more than from three or 
four fathoms; the southern passes between a sandy isle,* and the point 
on which the town of Zanzibar stands, is broader than the other, and 
has seven or eight fathoms water in it. The depth within the harbour 
is from seven to nine fathoms, with a tolerable good bottom : the rise 
of water during spring is near three fathoms. Immediately adjoining 
the north-end of the town is an extensive creek or inlet which runs 
a little way in, and turns up behind the town. Here vessels of all de¬ 
scriptions are hauled up in security during the virulence of the south¬ 
west monsoon ; with a very little care it might be converted into an ex¬ 
cellent dock, and deepened so as to admit with ease ships of at least 5 
or 600 tons. The appearance of the island is extremely delightful ; it 
is in general low, especially at the extremities, where it is thickly co¬ 
vered with a jungle and brushwood ; but towards the middle, the land 
rises into hills and gentle eminences, which are cultivated and clothed 
with cocoa-nut trees. Besides the periodical rains, which fall here from 
the month of March till September, the island itself is well watered 
with a variety of springs, which unite and form a number of delightful 
streams that flow during the dry season, and keep up that appearance 
of fertility and beauty which it exhibits throughout the whole year. 
None of these streams are large; that at which the ships water, is si¬ 
tuated about one and a-half miles north of the town, where it flows in¬ 
to the sea at the north entrance of the harbour. The water when first 
taken up is good, but from the quantity of putrid vegetable matter in 
suspension, upon keeping a short time it becomes very offensive both 
in taste and smell; in a few weeks, however, it regains its original sweet¬ 
ness. Ships ought always to fill at low water, else they will have it 
brackish. The climate of Zanzibar is similar to that of India, only 
the monsoon, or rainy season, sets in sooner. From September to 
March the season is dry and warm ; the rest of the months are rainy 
and tempestuous. During our stay the thermometer ranged from 80^ 
to 87^ degrees at noon ; and from the date of our arrival to the 5th of 
March, the weather was dry, cloudy, and warm, with northerly winds. 
From that till our departure it was in general cloudy with frequent vio- 

* The only one of this group of islands that has no wood on it. 
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lent squalls of wind and rain from the'south-west, attended with much 
thunder and lightning. The town of Zanzibar is situated on the west 
side of the island on a tongue of land formed by the above-mentioned 
creek, and faces the small sandy isle which constitutes the southern 
boundary of the harbour. It is large and populous, and is composed 
chiefly of cajan huts all neatly constructed with sloping roofs. There 
are, however, a good number of stone buildings in it belonging to the 
Arabs and merchants; and in the centre, close to the beach, stands a 
fort seemingly partly of Arab, partly of Portuguese construction. It 
is square with a tower at each corner, and a battery or outwork to¬ 
wards the sea, in which I observed four or five guns of French manu¬ 
facture, remarkable for their length. In the middle of the town we ob¬ 
served a tree of uncommon size: its height was about 8 or 10 feet, and 
from a rude measurement which we took, its circumference could not, 
I think, be less than 36 or 40.* Zanzibar, according to our observa¬ 
tions, stands in lat. 6 deg. 6 min. S., and long. 39 deg. 15 min. E.f 
It is the only assemblage of habitations on the island that deserves the 
name of town, or even village ; for the principal part of the inhabi¬ 
tants without the town being slaves of landholders, are scattered over 
their respective owners’ estates. The sovereignty of the island belongs 
to the Imaum of Muscat, who appoints the Hakim or Governor, and to 
whom the revenue derived from its commerce and land-tenures devolves. 
This revenue is said toamountto 60,000 crownsannually ; though I have 
reason to believe it to be much more. His whole establishment consists 
of the Hakim, an assistant or councillor, and three Arab officers to com¬ 
mand the garrison. The present Hakim is a slave of his own, whose his¬ 
tory is somewhat curious : he is named Yacoud, and was originally from 
Abyssinia: he belonged to the Imaum’s uncle and predecessor, who, de¬ 
tecting him in some familiarities with one of his young female slaves, 
caused him to be emasculated. Since his former master’s death he has 
become a great favourite of the present one, who promoted him to this 
distant and lucrative government,—perhaps considering that, as he 
had lost all relish for the only pleasure that can induce an Arab to 
dissipate his own or his master’s money, he would likely turn out a 
faithful and valuable servant; nor has he been disappointed. Yacoud’s 
ruling passion is the love of power, to attain which he himself lives 
like a beggar, and tyrannically extorts from the inhabitants large sums, 
which, with his own savings, he faithfully transmits as the price of his 
continuance in the government. The people, however, who live under 
his sway, detest and despise him. The revenue, as already stated, 
arises from land tenures and customs ; and though there is no regular 
land tax levied, yet it is sometimes resorted to to raise a supply, an 

* This tree is, by the natives of Hindostan, called Brosh, and bears a large 
oval fruit with a smooth skin ; but neither it nor the wood of the tree is of any 
use. 

f Variation 8 deg. W. 



44 

instance of which happened while we were there. One of the Imaum’s 
ships arrived from Muscat with a demand for 25,000 crowms, to assist 
him in opposing the Wahabees, though I sincerely believe it wms to 
defray the repairs of the very ship which brought the demand, and 
which was going to Bengal for that purpose. As this sum was not in 
the Hakim’s possession, he immediately imposed a kind of land tax, 
so much to be raised in each district, the chief man of which was 
ordered to collect it and be answerable for its payment at a stated time, 
in default of which he was to be imprisoned. The other source from 
"whence the revenue proceeds is a custom of 5 percent, allowed by the 
Imaum to be gathered on all imports. This, however, is often very 
unjustly collected, and few, I believe, except Arabs, ever pay so little 
on their goods as the lawful sum. The Imaum maintains no kind of 
military force. The Hakim’s slaves, amounting to 400 or 500 men, are 
armed and serve as soldiers under the above three Arab officers. There 
are no imports or exports, though we were told the French pay volun¬ 
tarily a premium of 10 dollars each for the slaves they take, to secure 
the good will of the Governor ; they are, in consequence, great favor¬ 
ites, and from this circumstance we may easily account for his subse¬ 
quent coolness to us, which was not lessened by his hearing of the 
surrender of the Isle of Fiance while we were there, and on which oc¬ 
casion both vessels fired a royal salute. The principal articles of ex¬ 
port are slaves and ivory ; also a small quantity of drugs.* The num¬ 
ber of slaves annually sent to Muscat, India, and the Isle of France, 
&c., are estimated at not less than from 6 to 10,000. The quantity of 
ivory is also very great, and is sent principally to Surat. Of imports, 
the following are the chief:—Surat cloths, Dungaree cloth from Cutch, 
iron, sugar, rice from Bombay, rice from Pemba, dates from the 
Gulf of Persia ; slaves, ivory, and drugs, from Magadosho, Brava, 
Ganu, Mombass, and other towns along the African coast.j" The 
number of trading vessels, including those from Semap and Cutch, 
amounted, at the time we left the island, to upwards of 50. I could 
not procure accurate information as to the quantity of the above ar¬ 
ticles annually imported, but from the amount of the custom, the value 
cannot be under £300,000. We were told that the demand for Euro¬ 
pean goods on the continent was very great, and if the natives had any 
returns to make besides ivory and slaves, I have little doubt but we 
might lure find an extensive and lucrative vent for numerous articles 
of our manufacture. 

* Cocoa nuts (of which the island produces vast quantities) are also exported 
to Malabar, and also wax and tortoise shell. 

"j" Dried salted shark and other fish, and ghee, are brought in considerable 
quantities from Socotra, likewise Chinaware, earthen jars, and toys and orna¬ 
ments from Surat. 
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A General View of the Exports and Imports of Zanzibar. 
EXPOUTS. IMPORTS. 

Slaves, 
Ivory, 
Drugs, 
Coir, 
Cocoa Nuts, 
Bees’ Wax, 
Tortoise shell. 
Rice, from Pemba. 

From Cutch. 
Surat Cloth, 
Dungaree Cloth, 
Iron, 
Suuar and Rice, from Bombay. 
Salt Fish and Ghee, from Socotra. 
Cloths, Cotton, "] 
China Ware, { ^ 0 
Earthen Jars, f From Surat' 
Toys & Ornaments, J 
Rice, from Pemba. 
Dates, from Gulf of Persia. 
Slaves, Ivory, Drugs, From the 
Bees’ Wax, and > African 
Tortoise Shell. S Coast. 

The inhabitants of Zanzibar consist of Arabs, descendants of Arabs 
from Soualli mothers, and Souallies. The Arabs are not very numer¬ 
ous; but the principal part of the slaves and landed property belong to 
them. A considerable number of Banians likewise reside in the town, 
many of whom appear to be wealthy, and hold the best part of the 
trade in their hands ; the Souallies form by far the major part of the 
population, and are almost all slaves to the Arabs—800 or 900 of 
them sometimes belonging to one individual. They are in general pur¬ 
chased in their native country, on the opposite shores, when young, 
and are brought here by the slave merchants, who dispose of them 
either to Arabs or to the merchants, &c. for exportation. Those are 
fortunate who fall into the hands of Arabs, who are justly famed for 
the mild treatment of their slaves ; they are allowed a small habitation 
on their master’s estate, and not being over-worked, and the fertile soil 
furnishing with little trouble sufficient means for their subsistence, they 
seem to enjoy a considerable portion of contentment and happiness—.a 
strong proof of which is, that they propagate freely. All, however, 
are not equally well situated ; and the advocates for the slave trade 
ought to witness the market of Zanzibar, after which, if they possess 
the slightest spark of generous feeling, I will answer for an alteration 
in their present opinions. The show commences about 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon. The slaves, set off to the best advantage by having 
their skins cleaned and burnished with cocoa-nut oil, their faces painted 
with red and white stripes, which is here esteemed elegance, and the 
hands, noses, ears, and feet ornamented with a profusion of bracelets 
of gold and silver and jewels, are ranged in a line, commencing with 
the youngest and increasing to the rear according to their size and 
age. At the head of this file, which is composed of all sexes and ages, 
from 6 to 60, walks the person who owns them ; behind and at each 
side, two or three of his domestic slaves, armed with swords and spears, 
serve as a guard: thus ordered, the procession begins, aud passes 
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through the market-place and principal streets. The owner holding 
forth, in a kind of song, the good qualities of his slaves, and the high 
prices that have been offered for them. When any of them strikes a 
spectator’s fancy the line immediately stops, and a process of examina¬ 
tion ensues which, for minuteness, is unequalled in any cattle market 
in Europe. The intending purchaser having ascertained there is no 
defect in the faculties of speech, hearing, &c., that there is no disease 
present, and that the slave does not snore in sleeping, which is counted 
a very great fault, next proceeds to examine the person ; the mouth 
and teeth are first inspected, and afterwards every part of the body in 
succession, not even excepting the breasts, &c. of the girls, many of 
whom I have seen handled in the most indecent manner in the public 
market by their purchasers : indeed, there is every reason to believe 
that the slave dealers almost universally force the young females to 
submit to their lust previous to their being disposed of. The slave is 
then made to run or walk a little way, to show there is no defect about 
the feet ; and after which, if the price be agreed to, they are stripped 
of their finery and delivered over to their future master. I have fre¬ 
quently counted between 20 and 30 of these files in the market at one 
time, some of which contained about 30. Women with children newly 
born hanging at their breasts, and others so old they can scarcely walk, 
are sometimes seen dragged about in this manner. I observed they 
had in general a very dejected look; some groups appear so ill fed that 
their bones appeared as if ready to penetrate the skin. From such 
scenes one turns away with pity and indignation, and while he exe¬ 
crates the conductors of this infamous traffic, blushes that his country 
should ever have sanctioned such iniquity, and remembers with exulta¬ 
tion the men who freed her from so great a disgrace. The number of 
inhabitants on the island may be estimated at 200,000, '^three-fourths 
of whom at least are slaves. The Souallie tribe appears to have sprung 
from a mixture of Galla negroes, Arabs, natives of India, &c. They 
inhabit that portion of the African coast extending from the Equator 
to the Mozambique, as the Soomallee tribes do that on the north, stretch¬ 
ing to Cape Gaurdafui; their country is, however, confined to a narrow 
tract along the sea-coast, the district behind belonging to the Galla,I 
who are also divided into two different kinds—those living north of the 
Line behind the Somallies are denominated Borran Galla ; those on 
the south side, behind the Souallies, are distinguished by the term 
Carratche. Whether these differ much in person or manners, I have 
been unable to learn. The Souallies have much more of the negro ap¬ 
pearance than the Soomallees; they have both woolly hair, and their 
skins are of a deep black, but the Soomallee has neither the flat nose 
or thick lips which distinguishes the negro, and which is a very pro¬ 
minent feature among the Souallees of Zanzibar. The Soomallees are 

* I do not give this as information to be depended upon. 
t The Galla are in their persons exactly similar to the West-coast negroes. 
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also to be distinguished by their slender make, which renders them 
more active, and they possess a superior degree of vivacity to the 
others, who appear to be of a grave character. With regard to the 
religion and peculiar customs of these people, we had little opportu¬ 
nity of becoming acquainted with them. The Souallies at Zanzibar 
being under the sway of Arabs, in general adopt their manners ; and 
as to religion, those who profess any, I believe, follow them in that 
likewise. We did not observe that any of their domestic customs were 
singular enough to deserve a particular description, except one, which, 
though not peculiar to them, is perhaps carried to a greater length than 
in most other places. I allude to the manner in which they inter, or 
rather expose, their dead. It is a habit all over the town to bury 
amongst the houses, commonly under a tree, close to the deceased per¬ 
son’s former habitation, which presents to a stranger the appearance of 
a church-yard, and it would be well if the eye alone was the only 
organ offended; but, though the Arabs and wealthy are properly 
covered, and have neat tombs erected over them, the poor are only 
wrapped up in a mat, and have scarce sufficient sand thrown over 
the corpse to hide it from the view; indeed, some part of it is gener¬ 
ally to be seen sticking through, and as to the slaves, they are often 
laid out to putrify on the beach, not a single rag of cloth or handful 
of earth being laid over them ; in consequence of this disgusting prac¬ 
tice, the stench in and about the town is intolerable, and co-operating 
with the noxious effluvia which arises from the putrid vegetable matter 
during the rainy season, tends to produce fever and fluxes, which, we 
learned, make annually during that period dreadful ravages among the 
inhabitants. The English have hitherto had very little communication 
with Zanzibar, though the French are frequently in the habit of com¬ 
ing there from the Mauritius for slaves and Mocha coffee. Previous 
to our arrival only one English vessel had touched at the island since 
Admiral Blankett’s squadron was there in 1799f on his passage up the 
coast to the Red Sea. Captain Bissel, whose account of that expedi¬ 
tion is published by Dalrymple, says, they were told no British ship 
had been there previous to that, within the memory of the oldest per¬ 
son then living, and that they found the natives of the inferior order 
so ignorant offthe value of coin, as to prefer, in their exchanges, a 
gilt button to a guinea. This might have been the case then^I will 
not dispute, but we not only found them well acquainted with money, 
but as dexterous at over-reaching in a bargain, and exorbitant in their 
demands as any dealer in the bazaar of Bombay. They were, however, as 
he justly observes, very civil and hospitable, though not so much as he 
describes, but this difference was probably owing to the dislike which 
the Hakim shewed to us. Our taking no hand in the slave trade was 
remarked to have considerable influence among the generality of the 
lower people in giving them a favourable impression of our character, 
and for a contrary reason they never failed to execrate the French, 
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notwithstanding they were favorites of their Hakims. The soil of the 
island is in general light and sandy towards the coast, but a little in¬ 
land it is found to be a rich black mould, seemingly composed of de¬ 
cayed vegetation, and the numerous springs and periodical rains, with 
the excellent shelter afforded by the cocoanut trees, which every where 
cover the island, all conspire to render it extremely fruitful. Nothing 
can exceed the profusion of fruits abounding in every quarter, all of 
them excellent. Pine apples of the most delicious sort are growing 
every where wild, and heaps of oranges, guavas, &c., for want of con¬ 
sumers, are left to rot on the ground which produced them. The fol¬ 
lowing are the principal fruits and vegetable productions of the 
island, viz.—Pine apples, guavas, mangoes, lemons, limes, oranges, 
plantains, bananas, pomegranates, (a few imported by the Arabs,) 
cocoa nuts, and many others, sugar canes,* pumpkins, onions, sweet 
potatoes, and the root of a plant which is called by the natives maliogo, 
(the Farina de pas of the Portuguese) ; why the natives do not culti¬ 
vate grain is hard to conceive; perhaps the great plenty of the cocoa 
nuts and the mahogo, with the profusion of fruit, supersedes the ne¬ 
cessity, and renders them averse to the labour of raising corn, although 
their country must be exceedingly well adapted to it. The mahogo, 
which is ihe principal article of diet, is eat by them either simply 
roasted or boiled, or it is cut into small pieces, which, being dried in 
the sun, is ground into flour, of which is made a very palatable kind of 
bread. The operations of agriculture are not numerous, and, indeed, 
consist chiefly in clearing the ground ; this is done by fire, and seems 
to be the practice throughout Africa. Within the tropics, where the 
luxuriancy of vegetation is so great, it would be a work of great labour, 
if not an absolute impossibility, to get rid of this in any other way. 
The time of doing it is at the end of the dry season when the crops 
are collected, and the rains are about to set in. In coming down the 
coast, we observed fires all along the fertile country south of the line. 
Asses and camels are the only beasts of burthen,'f and being scarce are 
very valuable ; horses have been imported by the Arabs, but will not 
live. Bullocks and goats J are good and in plenty, and can be pro¬ 
cured for a moderate price; a good bullock fetches from 10 to 12 
dollars in the town, but might probably be got for much less in the 
country ; the rest of their quadrupeds are cats, and monkeys of vari¬ 
ous species. There are scarcely any dogs on the island,— the Soual- 
lies having a great aversion to them. When a dog accidentally touches 
one of these people, he shews signs of loathing and abhorrence. Poul¬ 
try is plentiful and cheap ; 16 large, or 18 small fowls may be bought 

* The Sugar cane grows in great plenty; but the inhabitants are ignorant of 
the art of making sugar. 

f Monkeys are also found on the island, with foxes and wild hogs, &e. &c. 
I Rice and ghee can be procured in considerable quantities, but it will be 

tfound expensive for strangers to provide any great supply of those articles. 
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for a dollar; but what is a little extraordinary, eggs are both scarce 
and dear, and when procured are generally bad: they have also Mus- 
covj’- ducks and Guinea fowl, which last are found wild on the island. 
The variety of birds and wild fowls is not great: the principal are the 
whistling duck and curliews, and the ibis of the ancients, so nume¬ 
rous on the banks of the Nile, pigeons, doves, and a few others. 
Spanish dollars and German crowns are the coins commonly current 
among them, and though they will take some others, they prefer these. 
Among the shoals and rocks which connect the small islands that sur¬ 
round the harbour, and in the harbour itself, delicious fish of great 
variety are easily taken in plenty, either with nets or the line and 
hook, and those who will take the trouble to examine the shoals at 
low water during spring tides, will find their labour amply repaid 
by a collection of curious and rare shells, which for beauty are not 
to be surpassed by any in the known world. 

Notwithstanding the heat of the climate, the vast quantity of wood, 
and filthy manners of the inhabitants, it does not appear that Zanzibar 
is an unhealthy island, except during the rainy season, when fevers 
and fluxes are, from the above causes, very prevalent, but which by 
proper regulations might be easily obviated. In a place where there 
is no medical assistance, or receptacles for the diseased, it may be sup¬ 
posed numerous miserable objects would be met with ; this, however, 
is not the case : in walking about the town, I did not remark a larger 
proportion of these unfortunate beings than is generally to be met w ith 
in most of our own settlements in India. Exclusive of fevers, dysen¬ 
tery, and their consequences, such as dropsy, obstructions, &c., no 
other disease appeared to be frequent, except venereal, under which, in 
all its stages and forms, a very great number of persons laboured. 
Their fevers are often of the remittent form, but more frequently of 
the intermittent kind ; and, in addition to the consequences already 
noticed to follow them, sometimes terminate in an unusual weakness 
and pains over the body, particularly of the lower extremities, which 
cause sometimes a total loss of power. I am unable with certainty to 
determine the cause of this ; perhaps it may arise from their sleeping 
on wet or damp ground while confined with these disorders. The 
small-pox, that scourge of the human race, also often visits the natives 
of Zanzibar. We were told, that about two years ago it made dread¬ 
ful ravages all over the island,—15,000* are said to have perished in 
the town alone. This intelligence led me to hope they wrould receive 
with avidity any proposal to secure them from the effects of so dread¬ 
ful a visitation. Though the vaccine matter brought from Bombay 
was now near 11 weeks old, and I consequently had great doubts of 
its powrer, it was resolved to let slip no opportunity of trying to intro- 

* This, I think, must bo an error, 5000 is more probable,—the person who 
gave me the information being rather given to exaggeration. 

n 
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ducc it among them. I, therefore, proposed it to the Hakim at our 
first interview, confident that it would be eagerly solicited by those 
who had children and young slaves belonging to them ; in this, how¬ 
ever, I was much disappointed, for though their interest, and the safety 
of their offspring, were at stake, I had the mortification to find their 
prejudices stronger than the sense of either, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty I could procure leave to try it on two children. They were 
inoculated twice over without being able to produce the disease, but T 
had no great reason to regret my failure, for I afterwards heard that 
the French, who, on purchasing young slaves, always vaccinate them, 
had often introduced it among the inhabitants, but that it had been 
found impossible to propagate it. Is not this astonishing ? that a people 
with whom self-interest is a stronger passion than any other, should 
be under the influence of motives which cause them to act in direct 
opposition to it. One person (he who allowed me to inoculate his 
children) acknowledged he himself had lost no less than 30 young 
slaves during the late prevalence of the disease. Perhaps the indif¬ 
ference they show at the proposal of a preventative remedy arises from 
a want of faith in its efficacy. 

We now began to think of setting out on our return along the coast 
to Mocha ; the wind had begun to set in steady from the S. W., and 
our consort, the Sylph, which it had been deemed advisable to convert 
into a brig, being ready to return to Bombay, whither we had orders 
to send her, we were about to depart, when a circumstance occurred 
which for some time delayed it. The Surat merchants, who had often 
complained of the Hakim’s treatment, represented that he had demanded 
3500 crowns from them as their proportion of the tribute exacted by 
the Jmaum of Muscat; and, in failure of payment, had threatened 
them with imprisonment. As these people were trading under the 
English flag, and were, in fact, British subjects, Captain Smee did not 
conceive that a foreign prince had any right to tax them, especially as 
they had already paid the customary port dues. Impressed with these 
sentiments, he made a representation to the Hakim, who in conse¬ 
quence withdrew his claims, but privately threatened the merchants 
with a double imposition after our departure :—to prevent this, it was 
determined to leave the Sylph to countenance them during their stay, 
and convoy them across to India at the breaking up of the rainy sea¬ 
son. While the Hakim, who had been extremely inimical to us during 
our stay, and always anxious for us to be gone, informed us he was 
coming to return our visit; this he had on various pretences hereto¬ 
fore delayed; however on Sunday, the 7th April, he came on board, 
when both ships dressed and saluted him, and he was, notwithstand¬ 
ing his ill behaviour, treated with the greatest attention. 

On Tuesday 9th, we weighed and sailed from Zanzibar, and in the 
evening came to anchor under the small island of Tombat, at the 
north end of the island. On the morning of this day, Henry Golding, 
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a stout healthy seaman, was found dead between decks ; he had no 
known complaint at the time, and his death was supposed to have been 
caused by suffocation, as it was understood he went to sleep very 
much intoxicated^ Having interred him on Frenchman’s Island, the 
watering boat returned on board, and reported they had found the body 
of a young female recently murdered, lying among the bushes at the 
fresh-water stream : as they had no means of interesting the neighbours 
in her fate, they buried her immediately. On Wednesday the 10th, 
we got under weigh, and passing between Pemba and the mainland, 
where there is a fine broad channel, we, without any thing further 
remarkable occurring, anchored in Mocha Roads on the 26th April, 
1811. 

SPECIMENS OF DIFFERENT LANGUAGES USED ON THE 

EAST COAST OF AFRICA. 

English. Souallie. Soomallie. Galla. 

God Moo,ungar Ei,boo Wa,ag 
The Sun Joo,war Ee, ve Ha,tlioo 
The Moon Mo,azi El,bait Tee 
A Star Niotar Tigeen 
Wind Pai,po Ooni,far Affoaw 
Rain Foo,ar Roo Buk, Rai,na 
Lightning Umai,mai Bir Gur,ka 
Clouds Ma,vingo Dunool Buccat 
Earth Mee,tie Dool Luff 
A Hill Tebalee Te,bal Dega.cha 
Iron Tchoomar Bir Le,vil,la 
Gold Da,a,boo Dey,ib Dee,ma 
Silver Fai,da Cul,law Cullan 
A Stone Tee, war Luid Du££a,cha 
Fire Mo, to Dub Ee,wee,da 
A Tree Me,ty Gar,e Moacoo 
A Wood Me, zee,too Doow Alla 
A Valley 
A Plain Level 

Waang,gooa lid Rana 

Ground 
A Tent 

Met,ee Souali 
Chunda Rooah 

Dool filah Luftec, Medgur 

Fruit Ma,toon,da Cur, row Len,ea,ua, Wanee 
Boo,joo Grass Mali,nee Waa,kut 

A Flower Nu,wah Eis,gow Ajawa 
A Bee Noo,kie Shin,neo 

Mai,low 
Lhin,nee 

Honey Usscl Nookie Dug, race 
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English. 

Wheat 
Indian Corn 
Barley 
Water 
A River 
A Fountain 
A Well 
A Fish 
A Horse 
A Mule 
A Camel 
A Cow 
A Calf 
An Ox 
A Sheep 
A Lamb 

A Goat 
A Kid 
A Horn 
The Skin or Hide 
A Lion 
A Dog 
A Locust 
A Bird 
A Man 
A Woman 
A Child 
A Son 
A Brother 
A Sister 
Father 
Mother 
A Friend 
The Head 
The Hair 
The Eye 
The Nose 
Mouth 
Teeth 
Plantains 
Pine Apples 
Yams 
Joarry 
Rice 
Paddy 
A Boat 
A Compass 

Souallie. 

Nga,noo 
Ma,hin,dee 
Nga,noo 
Ma,ajie 
Ma,to,ny 
Reech,wa 
Kis,see,mah 
Sum,ma,kee 
Fa,rassay 
Bagullah 
Ga,mee,a 
Gnom,bai 
N,damar 
Fa,hal,lie 
Cun,doro 
Mototo, ya, Cun- 

doro 
Boozei 
Mtoto,ya, Boozei 
Pembai 
Go,vee 
Leem,bar 
Mbooar 
N,zee,gar 
N,daigii 
Moo,too 
Ma,noo,moo, Kie 
M,toto 
Kee,jah,nar 
Doogoo 
Oom,boo,langur 
Ba,bah 
Mah,mah 
Kuf,fucke 
Keetwar 
Noo,el,lai 
Mau,choo 
Poo, ah 
Moo,oh,moo 
Mai,noo 
Dee, zee 
An,na,nas 
Kee,az,ee 
Moo,ta,ma 
Mo,cliai,kai 
M,poon,gar 
Batilla 
Deyna 

Soomallie. 

Bool 
Gellae 
Bool 
Bai,hai 
Wall,wee 
Matha,eereed 
Hail 
Ma,ta,lee 
Far,assy 
Dee.mair 
Gale 
Lo,yah 
Wai, Lo,yah 
Dee,mee 
Heeree 

An,nok, Hee,ree 
Rarinyode 
Annok Rarinyode 
Gasse 
Mug,gar 
Loo,ar 
Hai 
Luddi 
Shim,bir 
Dudd 
Deea, Dow 
Dull 
Duee 
A,loo, Kai 
Thoo,ra,shai 
How, Kai 
Ha,hiea 
Wee,thai 
Ma,tha 
Docore 
Ee,low 
Sun,ka 
Janoor 
Eel,kow 
Mo,zee 

Misse,gar 
Beer,eed 
Bee,bed 
Do,nie 
Deyza 

Galla. 

Sheer 
Mezingo 
Sheeve 
Bus,saan 
Do,ab 

Alema 
Woor,too,moo 
Furda 
Ha,aree 
Galolai 
La,worn 
Julbeea 
Dee,mee,clia 
Ree,ai 

Watteereai 
Horar 
Wattee Horar 
Gaisse 
Le,tee,lai 
Nain.gai 
Lur,rul,tai 
Caboo, Yalais 
Shim,bie,ree 
It,mee,num,ma 
Nud,dun 
Ha,go,lai 
Ha,go,lai 
A,b,boo,laissee 
Abboolaistuteeah 
Ab,ba, Ke,ea 
Haddatuah 
Iaa,lee, Keea 
Muttai 
Kiuv,faisse 
Ee,la,tua 
Foonara 
Haffar 
Jekana 

lloo,woo,loo 
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NUMERALS. 

English. Souallie. Soomallie. Galla. 

One, 1 Mow,ya Ko Ta,ka 
Two, 2 Bee,tee Lum,ma Lura,raa 
Three, 3 Pa,too See,dee Sah.dee 
Four, 4 Hin,na Huffar Hafoora 
Five, 5 Ta,noo Shen Shen,noo 
Six, 6 See,ta See Jah 
Seven, 7 Sub,ba To,da,ah Pudba 
Eight, 8 Naa,ny See, ed Sud,deed 
Nine, 9 Pain,dar See,gail See,ga,lee 
Ten, 10 Koo,mee To, moon Koo,dun 
One Hundred 
One Thousand 
One Lakh 

Mee,ab,moyah 
EIf,moyah 
Lac Moyah 

Ko,kool 
Koon 

Dee,bah 

PERSONALS. 

English. Souallie. Soomallie. Galla. 

Me Me,ya Ha,nee Han,nah 
You Wai, wai Ha,thee Hattee 
To give Nup,pai Shain Anna Ken,nee 
To take Su,ah Ka,tho Ho,to 
To buy Moo,noo,ah Geth Bee, tee 
To sell Koo,za Ee.yeth Anna Bee,tee 
Tell him Moom,bera Bar,reen Doo,bud 
Salutation on ) 

meeting a > JamboorYambo Fa,heitah Hofo 
friend. ) 

Answer Jambo.salmeen Ma,hah,dul,lah Nuggeen 
Good morning Sum,ka Bur,rutha 
Answer Nur,hub,bar Bur,sum,ma 

Muggul Hear 
Call him 

See,kee,a 
N’doe 

Duggoifavoo 

The Lips M’domo Far,roon Haffar 
Tongue Oo,lee,mee Ar.rah Arrubnee 
Voice Mai,mai.no Bar,rung Doo.bee 
Ear Mas,si,kie Dey,gar Goo,roo 
Chin Ree,da,roo Gir Ar,reed,neetrie,a 
Neck Len,jo So,kune Moor,mak 
Shoulder Bai.jar Gur.erap Gur,rup 
Hand Ree,ganja Gun.na 

Gurrup 
Hurke 

Arm Moo,co,no 
Chandar 

Gurrup 
Finger F ur,nee,o Koowai 
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English. Souallie. 

A Man’s Breast Kee,foo,ah 
A Woman’s Breast Ma,zee,wah 
The Belly Toom,bo 
The Bowels Ma,toom,bo 
Heart Moh,yoh 
Blood Da,a,moo 
Skin Go,vi 
Leg M’goo 
Foot Oo,wy,oo 
Heel Ris,syeenoo 
Toes Chan,da 

Soomallie. Galla. 

Hai,wair Hammud 
Na,as Moo,che 
Al,lo,8ha Gurra 
Mad,een Chad,do,tali 
Wus,sna 
Deek 

Lup,pai 
Deek 

Muggar 
Loo,gar 

Muggar 
Seerbah 

Sa,an,ta Tanah 

Fur, nee,o Koo,wai 

TIME. 

English. 

Year 
Month 
Week 
Day 
Winter (Cold) 
Summer (Warm) 
Mid-day 
Mid-night 
Morning 
To kill 
To lose 
To steal 
To cut 
To fight 
To burn 
To fear 
To love 
To drink 
To eat 
To get drunk 
To run 
To leap 
To fly 
To swim 
To walk 
To wash 
To die 
To bury 
To hide 
To dance 

Souallie. 

Marka 
Mey,zee 
See,koo,sa,ba 
See,koo,moya 
Barrioir 
Ha,a,ree 
M,chanah 
Oo,see,ko 
Assooboyee 
Coo,pei,gah 
Po,tai,ra 
Wee,fee 
Teen,dar 
Pee,gan,ah 
Fangonmota 
Ob,gah 
Pendah 
Koonwar 
Koo,li,ah 
Koo,lai,wah 
Cuenda M’be,a 
Coo,ro,kar 
Coorokar 
Ko,gai,lai,ya 
Ter,ra,tu,bo 
Koo,na,wee 
Kufa 
Kozeeka 
Koofeega 
Goinar 

Soomallie. 

San,no,to 
Sha,ai,ko 
Todo Wageen 
Gai,ko 

Doo,hoor 
Ahimen 
Laar 
Doe 
Doo,meu 
Hee,dow,lai 
Ko,ud 
Ee3, doe 
Dai,boo,ree 
Leeafsetta 
Tail 
Wur,raap 
Oon 
Mud,dah 
Boar 
Boaith 
Boaith 
Dow,wal 
Huss,eel 
Da, ah 
Oornathec 
Dook 
Ba,hee 
Goor,bain 

Galla. 

Geur,na 
Batee,to,ka 
Gooya,tud,ba 
Goosjoo,matoke 

Saofata 
Ulkur 
Bur,ree,tee 
Dokee 
Ba,thee 
Hat,too 
Go,iah 
Halloo,danah 
Geweedamadalvi 
Lo Dahtae 
Leejalattee 
Doo,gee 
Niahdoo 
Did,dik,sec 
Daih,see 
Ootaal 
Ootaal 
Tlee,akuddu 
Kaisse 
In,da,ga,da 
Doo,re 
Nukkae 
Olokahee 
Sur,boh 
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English. Souallie. Soomallie. Galla. 

To sing- Koo Taysar Dale Eentoorna 
To be glad Foor,a,har Ha,fa,rar Gun,a,mee,da,jee 

Dad,da, wee To be sorry Koo,cho,kar Dee,reef 
To weep Koo,be,a 0,ee,teen E,m,bow,a 

Har,ruf,u To curse Cu,em,ba,moon?joo E,teen 
To bless 
To marry Ar,ro,se 

Hai,baa,dow 
A,roos 

Wa,ag,na,ai,becs 
Im,foo>nah 

To be with child Meem,ba Oor,ka,wah Ool,fa,kub,dee 
To be delivered Koo,zar Dab, lee Dai,tie 
To forget Koo,za,ha,ho Heelmaun Wul,la,lai 
To remember Koom,boo,ka To, wee Hil,lal,cha,mai 
To be sick How,ai,zee Ma,fai,yo Doo,koo, wai 
To hear Selkia Mug,gul Dai,gai,fa,doo 
To smell Koo,noo,za Hoor,see Een,foo,nan 
To taste Koo,on,dan Da,da,mee Da,deem,sa 
To converse Moo,zoh Wai,dee Gah,fud,da 
To stand Cum,do,ca Jokso Ka,hee 
To come N’joe Kow,ai Ko,te 
To go Coo?nin,da Tahoo Beneethaimi 
To circumcise Coo,ta Ee,ree Gooth,main See, lab,ma 
To believe Sad,dee,ka Koon Doo,gar 
To lie Oo,on,gow Bane Dahrah 
To swear Too,ca,nah Ha,ee,teen Hur,ruf,sel 
Near Car,ri,boo So,do,wow Ta,hee 
Far Baotie Daio Ar,lah 
Up Loo Kor De,eoh 
Down Chec,nee Hons Fa, gob 
Open Foon,goo,ah Foor Bah,nee 
Shut Foon,gan Heer Ee,dee 
Before JVi’baijlee Hoor Im,fa,ga,tee 
Behind Yoo,raar Praith Run,dar 
Small M’do,go Gah,war Ga,wa,wa 

Goo,dah Great M’coo,ba Heen 
Rich Fai,da,tai,lai Ma,al, bur, then Door,rai,sah 
Poor Th’saif Mas,keen Dai, jah 
Dark Kee,zar Moo,g,dee Dookun 
Light M’eha.na Ma,been Goo,jah 
Deep Chie,Q6e Lai,sai,iee,ra 

Dair 
Fa,ja 

Long Ba,lee Fa, jo 
Bitter Kee,ka,lie Har,rav Had, dai,dah 
Sweet Taam Maee Mee,ah,wah 
Much Tailai Bur,than Goo,dati 
Little Ca,do,go Gah, wan Dee,ko 
Beautiful Moo,too,mai,ma Dad,fi,lai Mee,dah,gah 
Ugly See,moo,ai,ma Mas,soo,ban Hah,mah 
Strong Goo,foo Lai,ho,at Ge,rai,ja,wah 
Weak How,ai,zee Ma,fa,yo In,doo,coo,wah 
Deaf Hiz,zee,wee Daig,ma,hc Goo,roo,in,ka,hou 
Wild W a, zee, moo Jee,nee,ko,nah Ja,joo,ko,wah 
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English. Souallie. Soomallie. Galla. 

Tame Moo,ni,oon,gai Nun,sy,eef 0,ko,lah 
Dry N’Ka,foo Unguh Een,kub,doo 
Moist Pa,na Ma.ajee Bai,daar Ee,gee, tie 
Hot Moto Kool,ool How,die,too 
Cold Bar,ri,dee Kar,wah,ab Gub,ba,no,tie 
Red Ra,an,jee Goo,dood Deem, too 
Green Mo, wee,tee Hoor,oot 
Blue Gno, woo, zee 

Wai,hoo,pai 
Moo,thow Gur,ra,chee 

White Hais Ha,thee 
Black Wai,hoo,see Moathow Gar,ra,die 
The Loins Ree,oo,ne M®ho 0,kul,la 
The Back Ma,o,on,go Donie Do ,nie 
A Ring Pai,tai Far,ratie Goo,wai Kay,a,doo 
A Book 
A Spy Glass 

Choo,ah 
Moo,an,zee 
Pas,to,lar 
Bun,doo,kill 

Koo, toob Kee,tab,nee 

Pistols 
Musket | Nussie Kokai 

Great Gun Moo,zen,gar Haley Kokai 
A Ship Jee,ah,zee Har,reen 0,woh,lah 
A Watch Sa,ar 
Shells Room,bai 
A Mirror Kee,ho Bildai 0,ah,wee 
A Chest Cath,ha Sun, dock 
A Door M’lan,go Ee,reed 
A Sword Oo,pan,gan Sey,eef Sey,eef 
A Table Mey,zar Oom,bar Bur,shun 
A Chair Kee,tee 
A Cat Par,kar Moo,coolail 
A Hog Groo, wai 

Koo Koo 
Keev,kee,nee Golgali 

A Fowl Do, vai Loo,ko 
A Cocoanut Navzi Koom,bee Bud,dook 
Yes Geehee 
No Ha,coo,nali 
Good, well Gliem,ah 

[Note.—It is to be feared that many inaccuracies will be found in the above, 
owing to the indistinctness of the MS., and the impossibility of procuring a 
person qualified in the languages to revise the proof-sheets.—Printer.] 
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I fell in with the coast of Africa in lat. 9 deg. 30 min. N., on the 
25th January, and from hence southward examined it as well as cir¬ 
cumstances would permit. On the 7th February, I anchored in Patte 
Harbour, and unfortunately found the country distracted by civil dis¬ 
sensions, originating from two rival cousins, who each laid claim to 
the Sooltanship. I found out the most popular, which happened to be 
the youngest, and on him I waited with my government letters, accom¬ 
panied by Lieut. Hardy, commanding the Sylph, and Mr Whigham, 
my surgeon. I must have been three or four hours reaching town, 
and after as long a detention there, and receiving some menacing in¬ 
sults, which will be particularly detailed on my return, I escaped from 
these wretches, and reached the ship much fatigued, some time after 
midnight—having been six hours in the boat returning. Finding the 
disposition of the natives precluded the success of any enquiries I had 
to make, it was deemed advisable to quit the port; but another diffi¬ 
culty arose, which points out the cunning treachery of these people: 
we were now told the vessels could not go out through the Sir Channel 
(the only condition on which I entered the harbour), but must warp 
out the way we came in (a thing impossible against the prevailing 
wind and sea), or that we must wait the change of monsoon. Detect¬ 
ing their duplicity, I seized and detained two natives who were con¬ 
cerned in bringing us in, and after two or three days spent in buoying 
off a channel unknown to them—with the top of high water spring 
tides, grounding occasionally, we got the vessels providentially through 
the banks, and clear of Patte reefs, and then discharged the natives. 
Hence we proceeded southward along the coast, and on the 24th of 
February anchored in this fine harbour. 

I waited on the Hakeem, and was kindly received ; but the general 
conduct of this personage has since proved very unaccommodating. I 
was desirous, during my stay here, of procuring a house for the pur¬ 
pose of receiving the visits of the well disposed, and unsuccessfully 
applied to the Hakeem for one, or the use of the French Factory for a 
few days. I am told he forbid any one to furnish me, and has used 
every endeavour to keep visiters away from the ship. He is a person 
warmly in the French interest, and derives great pecuniary advantages 
from the trade to this port. The welcome news of the capture of the 
Isle of France was brought here by the Surat vessels, which arrived 
in the middle of March. The Hakeem would not credit the account, 
until it was confirmed by a ship from Muscat a few days ago. 

The sum of the information I have been able to collect along the 
east coast of Africa, and at this port, is, I am sorry to say, very small. 
The first object of my search was Doara river, which I was not fortu¬ 
nate enough to fall in with, from the strength of the prevailing winds 
and currents ; if it exists, it is doubtless a very small stream. Maga- 
dosha, in lat. 2 deg. 03 min. N., I could only ascertain the situation 
of; drifted past this. I hoped to see the town of Marca, but was dis- 

i 
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appointed. I have been informed that it is a very small village, less 
than Magadosha or Brava ; that it has little or no trade. I arrived of! 
the port of Brava in latitude 1 deg. 10 min. N., under the same impe¬ 
diments—a high wind and sea, and strong currents, but expected to 
find shelter from the plan 1 had of its harbour ; however, in standing 
close in for the purpose of anchoring, I was disappointed to find it 
impossible to bring the vessels up, without imminent risk of parting 
and being driven on shore, which compelled me to haul off. I then 
looked for the river mentioned in my instructions, whose supposed 
situation was to be found in 5 min. N. lat., but I could find no entrance 
whatever in that parallel. The wind moderating on the line, I anchored 
the vessels on the eve of the 3d February, with a view of exploring 
the river called Dos Fuegos, and rendered into English by the late 
Captain Bisset, “ Rogues’ River.” During the night the Sylph parted 
her cable, and was driven past this entrance, whose situation I could 
only geographically ascertain. The town of Juba and the bar were 
distinctly seen in passing from hence to Patte. The coast is fortified by 
a chain of islands, mostly connected by reefs. Our transactions and en¬ 
quiries at the latter port were checked by the unfriendly disposition of 
the natives. After clearing Patte, we proceeded southward along the 
coast,—•ascertaining it, also the two points of Famosa Bay, the Leo¬ 
pard’s Shoal, and the Mosque near it, with Quiliffe River,the town and 
harbour of Mombass, the islands of Pemba (or Geddree, according to the 
Arabs), and Zungbaur, and the site of the coast between these places. 

My study has been to cultivate the friendship of all ranks, with a 
view of gaining information on the points Government have instructed 
me, and the result of my labours amounts to the following, the accu¬ 
racy of which, as far as I can judge, there is no reason to doubt. The 
fate of our countrymen Park, Hoinemann, and their companions, was 
my first and most anxious enquiry, both at Patte and this place, but I 
have not succeeded in meeting with any person who has the least know¬ 
ledge of them, and there is every reason to suppose their fate is en¬ 
tirely unknown on this coast. 

The town of Magadosha* is not very considerable, it may contain 
150 or 200 houses, and from its mosques is very conspicuous from 
seaward ; it has not any river near it, and has but little trade, probably 
on account of the badness of its port, which only affords shelter for 
boats within a reef fronting the town. The town of Marcaf is small, 
and has no safe anchorage off it. 

Brava town! is composed of about 100 huts, and is as defective in its 
port as Magadosha. They are severally governed by Soomaulee chiefs. 

The mouth of Rogues’ River, called Govind by the Soomaulees, .Joob 
(Gibb) by the Arabs, and Foombo by the Soowilies, in lat. 00 deg. 
13 min. south, is a large extensive river, but on account of its shallow 
bar, boats can only enter it at high water: it has scarcely any trade 

* No revenue collected by the Iraaum. f Ibid. 
! Camels numerous, at about 5 dollars each. 
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but such as is carried on by a few small country boats, the natives on 
its banks being thieves inimical to all strangers. The next principal 
river called Oazee, situated one day’s journey south of the Isles of 
Patte and Lamoo, is also extensive, without trade. Quiliffe, the next in 
latitude 3 deg. 26 min. south, is a large and deep fresh water stream, 
with few inhabitants, and no trade. Foongaruy River, off the N.E. 
end of Zungbaur Island, is next; it is in about latitude 5 deg. 45 min. 
south. Leefeege is another large river, opposite Moonfia Island ; and 
there is also a considerable stream off the port of Cfuiloa or Keelwa. 
Along this extent of coast are many minor streams, but not one seems 
to possess advantages as places of mercantile resort, or the Arabs 
would no doubt ere this have benefited by any trade they held out. 
The tides flow up the larger streams, one day’s journey from their 
mouths, and it is confidently reported they all take their rise among 
the mountains in Abyssinia. 

Five or six coss, or about one day’s journey, at the back of the 
towns of Magadosha, Marca, and Brava, is situated a small stream 
called the Doho; it does not join the Goviud, being lost among some 
hills before it reaches so far south. It appears to me to be (from the 
accounts of the reporter, an intelligent Soomaulee,) a branch of the 
Zecbee, which he calls the Dawaha, where the Doho joins. The 
other and principal branch, he says, runs through Africa, and disem¬ 
bogues on the coast of Adel, near Burburreea. 

The town of Gunnanee, on the right bank of the Govind, is about 
four weeks journey from Brava; its inhabitants are Soomaulees, and it 
is composed of about three hundred huts. Surat cloths are taken to 
it from the coast and exchanged for slaves, elephants’ teeth, &c, There 
is another considerable village called Leeween on the left of the Govind, 
some distance inland from that stream, inhabited by negroes of no pro¬ 
fessed religion. The Eesoomadoo Galla, a race of cannibals, the 
Oombaney, Howwahsow, and Arrooseeya, Galla tribes, intermixed with 
Soomaulees, inhabit the banks of the Dahawa, nearest the sea coast ; 
they do not cultivate the ground, but subsist on meat, milk, and herbs. 
The Guracha Galla inhabit the interior, south of the line, and the Borau 
Galla north of the line; their language is nearly similar ; they are re¬ 
presented to be cannibals, and cruel thieves. The inhabitants opposite 
Zungbaur are Wuddooa negroes, but there is reason to believe this 
part of the coast was formerly inhabited by the Guracha Galla, or, as 
my instructions style them, the Giagas. The Soomaulees inhabit the 
sea coast from the equator north round Cape Guardefui to Burburreea 
and Zeylah ; their possessions extend some distance inland. The Soo- 
wilecs, on the contrary, are confined close to the sea coast, and inhabit 
that part of it from the line south to about Cape Delgado, tribes of 
Caftres occasionally intervening, particularly to the southward of 
Zungbaur. The various tribes of negroes brought to this port for 
sale arc too numerous to describe; the principal are the Meeannizees, 



whose country, at three months* distance, abounds in elephants’ teeth, 
and some gold is found there. 

The Muckwa, whose country is two months’ journey distant from the 
sea coast. 

The Meeyahoo is fifty days’journey off the Gooroo—is fifteen days*' 
inland. 

The Dohai, ten days* from the coast, are cannibals. 
The Meegeendoo are situated one month’s journey from the sea-port 

of Quiloa. 

The Jiggua, four days’, and the Moozumbarree, three days,’ &e., &c. 
The interior is represented as a most fertile county, abounding in 
cattle and elephants. 

I have not been able to gather any satisfactory information regard¬ 
ing the river Zambeesee, its course, the town of Sofala, character of 
its natives, or description of the surrounding country. The Christian 
states of Yufat and Shoa, on the confines of Abyssinia, with the large 
towns of Tombuctoo, Cashna, and Hoossayee, said to be in the interior 
of Africa, or Ethiopia, under the government of Mooselman princes, 
together with the circumstances relative to the triennial voyages of 
Solomon’s fleet from the Eslantic Gulph to Ophir, are unknown to the 
inhabitants of this place; nor have I yet met with one who could afford 
me any satisfactory accounts of the river Niger or Joliba, or the Nile 
of Soudan, or South Africa. 

I have made lists of the Soowilee, Soomaulee, and Galla dialects, 
and shall add such others as I may be able to collect. 

The coast from Cape Guardefui to Magadosha is arid and sterile, not 
a hut or boat was to be seen, although the sea-shore abounds with fish. 
From the latter place the land improves, and on the line it becomes 
completely woody, and so continues far to the southward. 

The trade of this coast is chiefly in the hands of the Arabs from 
Muscat, Maculla, &c., and a few adventurers from Catch and the 
coast of Scinde. The principal imports at Zanzibar are Surat cloths, 
to the amount of about twelve lacs of rupees annually, besides beads, 
cotton, sugar, ghee, fish, dates, and grain, and about two hundred 
candies of iron-bar, which is partly distributed for use along 
the coast. English woollens are in no demand, consequently 
not imported. The exports are slaves, elephants’ teeth, raw dam- 
mer, rhinoceros’ hides and horns, cowries, wax, turtle-shells, coir, 
cocoanuts, &c. The duties collected here on merchandise are said to 
amount to about one and a half lakhs of dollars annually ; but as im¬ 
position and extortion are occasionally resorted to, they may be con¬ 
siderably more. The Imaum of Muscat receives from hence a clear 
sum of 60,000 dollars, and yearly makes an additional levy on various 
pretexts. The following is a list of trading vessels at Zungbaur at the 
end of March 1811 :—Two ships, two snows, three ketches, twenty- 
one dows, fifteen buglas, four dingeys, ten small boats of sizes, besides 
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a variety of country boats constantly arriving and departing, and two 
large boats building. Some seasons upwards of one hundred large 
dows, &c., have been known to arrive at this port from Arabia and 
India, but its trade appears on the decline, while that of the ports 
of Mombass and Lamoo, belonging to independent Arab chiefs, is an¬ 
nually improving, although, as harbours, they do not possess near the 
advantages that Zungbaur does. 

The dress of the people, in general, is a coloured wrapper round 
their loins. The better sort have, in addition, a loose white cloth over 
their shoulders, and round their body. The Arabs wear turbans, while 
the Soowilies, Soumaulies, and negroes, go bare-headed. 

The port of Patte, in latitude 2 deg. 08 min. south, has little or no 
trade, on account of the intricacy of its harbours, and the nefarious 
conduct of its inhabitants. 

It would appear the Surat traders are subject to much imposition 
and extortion at Zungbaur, as the Hakim, over and above the usual du¬ 
ties of 5 per cent, seizes such part of their cargoes as he fancies ; and 
the maquedahs of the three vessels now here have declared to me, that 
in collecting the duties on Surat goods imported, he is not guided by 
any invoice prices, but fixes a valuation on them far below the prime 
cost from the hands of the manufacturer; and as he, the Hakim, pays 
himself in kind, takes good care to detain for his own use such articles as 
are most saleable at the time, by which means the merchant pays on an 
average 15 percent., and sometimes more, beyond the established rates 
fixed by the Imaum of Muscat. 

(Signed) Thos. Smee, Commander. 

On board the Ii. C.'s Ship “ Ternate 
Zungbaur Harbour, 6th Aprils 1811. 

Particulars concerning the great River Gochol, and the Countries ad- 

jacent thereto, from native information collected in the Kingdom of 

Shoa. By Capt. W. C. Harris, of the Bombay Engineers. May, 

1842. 

[Presented by Government.] 

The Gochol is a vast river running from west to east, through the 
eastern portion of Africa, and taking its principal source in the 
highest mountain land lying north of the equator. Fifteen days’ 
journey south from Enarea it is joined by the Omo, a large tributary, 
which rises beyond Tufftee, in Susa Maketch, a fountain or jet of 
water described to play the height of a spear-shaft. Half a day’s 
journey below the point of junction, the united volume of water, 
forming a stupendous cataract called Duinbaro, the roar of which can 
be heard many miles, expands to the breadth of about four miles, and, 


