
Abstract 
The starting point for the thesis is the need for conservation planning instruments with opera-
tional relevance in spatial planning and building conservation with regard to their analytical 
appropriateness in both the evaluation and modelling of proposals for interventions in the built 
environment. The thesis presents a set of analytical categories and research instruments, which 
have been used for qualitative and quantitative analyses of the discourse development in Swe-
dish cultural heritage (environmental) management from the 1970s to the latter half of the 
2010s. In this way, the thesis has also added a conceptual apparatus with which one can talk 
about and reflect on the built environment as a spatial sign system, partly in the analysis and 
determination of the conceptual effect of the conservation planning instruments in a continued 
interpretation procedure, partly in the modelling of both general and targeted planning instru-
ments with good operational potential. 
 
The overall aim of the thesis is to make a substantiated contribution to the expansion of the 
interpretive repertoire and description capacity in the production of planning documentation 
with operational expediency as an instrument of preservation and influence. This has included 
the following research tasks:  
 
- Conceptualization of the basic categories of operational (analytical) potential, inscribed in a 

planning context as the integrated problem of interpretation and description.  
 

- Empirical review of conservation planning instruments and official methodological instruc-
tions for the clarification of the conservation description discourses over time, with the aim of 
providing a conceptual historical background perspective in the work of developing the ap-
propriateness of the conservation planning instruments. The reviewed material includes one 
thousand conservation planning instruments (documents), twenty-five method instructions 
and nearly one hundred and fifty articles and reports. This also includes in-depth text reviews 
with illustrative examples of material with good analytical potential. 
 

- Conceptual examination of the extent to which  the characteristics and  applications of value 
and experience concepts in the field of cultural heritage conservation can stand in the way of 
the expansion of the repertoire of interpretation and description.  

 
- Furthermore, previous research and theory formation that in different ways approach the prob-

lems of environmental and building interpretation are presented, with the aim of contributing 
with different approaches that can support a broader focus of attention and a deeper interpre-
tive horizon. This also includes phenomenologically related theories, with the aim of showing 
the possibility of using  the experience as a creative tool in the interpretation and description 
of the built environment. 
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