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Abstract 

Courtroom Surveillance: Evidence from a State Intervention in the Courts 
Judicial independence stands as the cornerstone of any democratic nation. How does state 
intervention, specifically through the monitoring of judges, affect the judiciary? To study this 
question, I collect and transcribe novel case-level administrative complaint and judgment texts from 
criminal courts in Thailand during the autocratic government period of 2015 to 2020. I analyze the 
effects of the 2017 constitutional reform mandated by a military coup. This reform requires draft 
verdicts for severe and politically sensitive cases to be reviewed by a superior court before judgment 
delivery. Using a difference-in-differences design, I find large and significant impacts on judge 
behavior: judges became more stringent in cases subject to superior court review. The effect does not 
fully emerge until 2019 when extra monitoring and enforcement is introduced, and is primarily driven 
by previously lenient judges. This indicates that the reform increased the uniformity of verdicts as 
intended. However, heterogeneity analyses revealed that while severe drugs and social stability 
offenses received longer prison sentences, cases involving politicians and public officers' malfeasance 
received significantly more lenient treatment. Additionally, these effects are more pronounced in 
regions that are more politically aligned with autocratic rule. 
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Punished Beyond Her Crime: Evidence from Women in Drugs Offenses 
Women worldwide are incarcerated for drug-related offenses more than any other crime and at a 
significantly higher rate than men. In this paper, I analyze complaint and judgment texts from criminal 
courts in Thailand during 2005 - 2020 and document a persistent gender gap in drug-related offenses, 
with women receiving harsher treatment than men. This disparity cannot be explained by case 
characteristics and is highly robust to selection on unobservables. Heterogeneity analyses reveal that 
this result is primarily driven by cases in which women are arrested alone. When women are arrested 
alongside multiple co-defendants, they are not treated significantly differently from men. 
Keywords: Judges; Gender Gap; Criminal justice 
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Fast-tracked Officers: Promotion, Corruption, and Policing 
I combine newly digitized police personnel and arrest data from Thailand for the period 2017-2022 to 
study the dynamics of promotions within the police department. Using a 2018 reform that aimed to 
reduce corruption by enforcing stricter seniority-based promotion and mandatory rotation rules, I 
examine both the extent to which these formal rules were enforced and whether informal networks 
continued to influence career advancement. I document that the rules were only partially enforced. 
Tenure remains a strong and consistent predictor of formal promotions overall, but its effect 
diminishes during the period of socially suspected corruption. Moreover, following the introduction of 
the reform, I observe a negative spillover into the informal promotion channel—officers with shorter 
tenure were increasingly likely to receive favorable transfers. These findings suggest that while the 
reform had some impact on formal promotion practices, informal influence remained persistent 
despite regulatory efforts. 
Keywords: Police promotion; Corruption; Law enforcement 
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