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ORTSNAMNSFÖRTECKNING
Förteckningen tar upp städer och mindre orter samt härader och socknar, men ej län och 
fögderier.

Ale härad, 293—94 (n.)
Alingsås, 220, 222, 224, 238, 251,322 
Arboga, 222, 223, 224 
Askersund, 220, 322 
Avesta, 220
Bankekinds härad, 251 (n.)
Barne härad, 175, 178 
Bjärke härad, 180 
Bogesund (Ulricehamn), 202 
Borgholm, 322
Borås, 220, 222, 224, 237, 239, 240, 241, 243, 250, 252, 265, 270, 323, 364
Dala pastorat, 102 (n.), 139, 149, 150, 160, 162, 166, 167,185
Dimbo pastorat, 177
Eksjö, 241, 270, 294 (n.), 322
Elgarås pastorat, 175
Enköping, 243, 295
Eskilstuna, 220
Falköping, 246, 265, 271 (n.), 364
Falun, 77, 220, 222, 223, 225, 237, 239, 240, 265, 364
Filipstad, 220
Flistads pastorat, 188
Forsby socken, 185 (n.)
Främmestads pastorat, 180
Frökinds härad, 174
Gammalkarleby, 222
Gränna, 220
Gudhems härad, 174
Gävle, 202, 262, 263, 265, 288, 364
Göteborg, 220, 275
Götene pastorat, 178
Hanekinds härad, 251 (n.)
Hedemora, 77, 322 
Holmestads socken 171 (n.)
Hudiksvall, 220, 221 (n.), 235, 265, 271 (n.), 364 
Hångsdala pastorat, 177 
Hälsingborg, 367 
Händene pastorat, 177
Härnösand, 220, 221 (n.), 234 (n.), 235, 236, 237, 240, 242 (n.), 243, 262, 263, 265, 

271 (n.), 364 
Jungs pastorat, 177
Jönköping, 77, 80, 219, 221 (n.), 222, 223, 224, 233, 237, 239, 240, 244, 265, 237, 

322, 365



Kalmar, 221 (n.), 222, 224, 238, 265, 322, 323, 365 
Karbennings socken, 324 (n.)
Karlshamn, 220, 265, 365 
Karlskoga, 298
Karlskrona, 220, 225, 265, 273 (n.), 293 (n.), 365
Karlstad, 220, 221, 222, 237, 239, 243, 251 (n.), 258, 265, 273 (n.), 293 (n.), 365 
Kils socken i Visnums härad, 245 
Kinne härad, 174, 175, 178 
Kinne-Kleva pastorat, 178 (n.)
Kinnefjärdings härad, 175 
Kristianstad, 77, 293 (n.), 367
Kristinehamn, 220, 237, 240, 243, 245, 250, 251, 265, 365
Kullings härad, 177
Kyrkefalla socken, 178
Käkinds härad, 174, 178, 185
Kållands härad, 175, 179, 182
Laske härad, 175
Lekåsa pastorat, 178
Lindesberg, 220, 225, 237, 243, 251 (n.), 322, 367
Linköping, 77, 80, 233, 237, 238, 240, 243, 251 (n.), 265, 322, 365
Luleå, 220, 222, 224, 237, 251, 265, 322, 365
Malmö, 262, 275
Mariefred, 220, 222, 223, 225
Mariestad, 220, 221, 222, 265, 269, 366
Nederluleå socken, 188
Nora, 220, 225, 237, 243, 322, 367
Nora socken, 324 (n.)
Norrköping, 222, 224, 238, 239, 244, 265, 366 
Norrtälje, 220, 265, 271 (n.), 366 
Norunda härad, 140 
Nykarleby, 222
Nyköping, 77, 223, 225, 265, 322 
Odenskulle, 221 (n.)
Piteå ,220, 222, 224, 236, 261, 322 
Pitholmen, 236 
Ransbergs pastorat, 179
Sala, 77, 220, 222, 224, 237 (n.), 238, 243, 322, 323, 325
Saleby pastorat, 181
Sandhems pastorat, 182
Sigtuna, 322, 325
Skånings härad, 175, 177
Skövde, 265, 366
St. Mellby pastorat, 180
Stengårdshults pastorat, 176, 181
Stockholm, 204, 275, 288, 294
Strängnäs, 222, 223
Strömstad, 220
Sundsvall, 220, 222, 224, 238, 239, 265, 322 323, 326, 327, 366 
Sunnersbergs pastorat, 179 
Säter, 77, 220, 322, 323 
Söderhamn, 220, 222, 224, 294 (n.)
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Söderköping, 238
Södertälje, 77, 221, 222, 223, 251, 322 
Torneâ, 220, 222 
Torshälla, 221, 222 
Trosa, 222, 223
Uddevalla, 262, 265, 266, 271 (n.), 366
Ulricehamn, 202, 265 322, 366
Umeå, 220, 221 (n.), 235, 251, 252 (n.), 265, 322, 366
Undenäs pastorat, 179
Uppsala, 223, 225, 265, 366
Vadsbo härad, 159 (n.), 174, 175, 177, 179, 188, 221
Valle härad, 174, 178, 221
Vamhems pastorat, 178
Vartofta härad, 174, 175, 176, 177, 182
Vaxholm, 220
Vilske härad, 175
Vilske-Kleva socken, 165 (n.)
Vimmerby, 77, 222, 223, 251, 252 (n.) 322 
Visnums socken, 245 
Visby, 77, 89 (n.)
Visnums härad, 245 
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SUMMARY

Self-sufficiency or division of labour?
Rural and urban crafts in Sweden, ca 1400—1860

This book deals in the first instance with rural crafts and the social division of 
labour in the Swedish countryside before the middle of the 19th century. While 
several earlier studies have investigated Swedish proto-industry (domestic 
production for sale in other regions), little attention has been paid to craftsmen 
such as tailors and shoemakers living in the country and working for local 
markets. The limited research that has been done gives the impression that ru­
ral craftsmen were relatively few in the 18th and 19th centuries. Since Swedish 
towns were few and small (they comprised only 10% of the population ca 
1800), the picture emerged of an undiversified economy based on the self- 
sufficiency of peasant households, i.e. with little social division of labour. 
This view tallied with the general notion often held by economic historians of 
pre-industrial Sweden as a poor and backward country compared to the rest of 
Western Europe.

In later years, however, the latter view has been questioned. Pre-industrial 
Sweden does not seem to have been poorer than most other countries in 
Western Europe, and Swedish agriculture in the 18th and 19th centuries not 
more backward. If this is true, was the general economic structure of the 
countryside as undiversified and primitive as has often been thought? It is the 
aim of this study to help to answer this question.

In short, the book is divided into four sections. In the first (chapters I—III), 
I discuss Swedish and European literature regarding crafts and theories con­
cerning the development of a social division of labour. The second section 
(chapters IV—VII) deals with Swedish statistics on mral crafts from the 18th 
and 19th centuries and compares them to other sources. In the third section 
(chapters VIII—XII), I investigate legislation regarding rural crafts. I also 
discuss the towns, the urban craftsmen and the guilds and their influence upon 
rural crafts. In the fourth summarizing section (chapter XIII) I discuss how the 
results of this study change our outlook on pre-industrial Sweden.

In chapter /, I point to the fact that a division of labour without complete 
occupational specialization was common in pre-industrial Europe. This is 
exemplified by the typical "proto-industrial" producer, who divided his time 
between agriculture and industry. However, many craftsmen working for the 
local market also worked part-time in agriculture, often on their own small



farm or croft. Time-sharing between crafts and agriculture was in fact usual 
even among urban craftsmen in the small towns of pre-industrial Europe.

In historical sources such as tax or church registers, however, part-time 
occupations are usually not indicated. People are entered in such a way as to 
make them look either as farmers, crofters etc. or craftsmen. One of the main 
themes of this book has been to show that there was a strong tendency in 
Sweden to use "agrarian" titles in such sources. This has influenced statistics 
from the 18th and 19th centuries, which has made the Swedish countryside 
look more uniformly "agrarian" than it really was.

In chapter U, I discuss some old "classical" (in the wide sense of the word) 
authors and their views on the social division of labour. These writers — 
Smith, Marx, Bücher, Pirenne — all emphasized the importance of towns and 
long-distance trade in European economic progress, a view that was shared by 
most economic historians in the first half of the 20th century. According to 
Smith and Marx, part of the reason why towns grew in economic importance 
was the economic stagnation of the countryside caused by feudal relations of 
production. If this is true, there ought, at least in principle, to have been the 
preconditions for trade and crafts to develop more easily outside towns in 
countries like Sweden, where feudalism vCas relatively weak.

As is argued in chapter III, the fact that Swedish towns were so few and 
small was a result of the low density of population, which reduced the possi­
bility of supplying towns with food. In itself, a low degree of urbanization is 
not necessarily a sign of nondevelopment in crafts and commerce, but rather of 
a lack of conditions for the concentration of these activities to certain places.

Chapter III deals with the development of crafts in Europe from the Middle 
Ages to ca 1800, and the approaches of some modem authors towards this 
topic. The chapter results in some questions regarding the development of 
crafts in Sweden.

For Western Europe, manors are often pointed out as being important in the 
early development of rural crafts. In Sweden, the nobility was weak and the 
manors few and small. How did this affect the development of rural crafts? In 
the later stages of European development, an economically independent 
peasantry paying money rents (as in West Gemian Grundherrschaft) promoted 
the development of rural crafts. The Swedish peasantry was free as well as 
strong. Why then do the Swedish sources present such an emphatic picture of 
undeveloped mral crafts?

In Germany ca 1800 the highest frequency of mral craftsmen was reached in 
the most highly urbanized regions of the country. Is this phenomenon to be 
found in Sweden, and how can it be explained?

Did economic activities in the countryside conditioned by long-distance trade 
and the interregional division of labour (e.g. proto-industry, iron works and 
commercial agriculture) promote development of mral crafts for the local mar-
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ket? Proto-industry and iron production meant that there were more remunera­
tive alternatives to self-suffiency activities in the low agricultural seasons. In 
areas with commercial agriculture, the agricultural seasons were prolonged and 
this reduced the time available for self-suffiency in craft products. Besides, in 
all these cases, money-commodity-relations were likely to be relatively wide­
spread.

The social structure of the countryside in 18th and 19th century Sweden 
varied between different parts of the country. In Eastern Sweden and the two 
southernmost counties (Skåne), there were more large estates than in the rest 
of the country. From the late 18th century, many farms, previously cultivated 
by tenants, were incorporated into the demesnes, and the work of full-time 
agricultural labourers (statare) was substituted for labour rents from peasants. 
The West and the South-east were dominated by peasants, and the growing 
agrarian proletariat there consisted of crofters and cottagers working as day- 
labourers.

*

The chapters of the second and third sections are not ordered on a strictly 
chronological basis. The second part (chapters IV—VH) is mainly devoted to a 
few mutually connected problems: the peculiarities of the Swedish statistics on 
rural crafts in the 18th and 19th centuries and the discrepancy between these 
statistics and the information aquired from other sources. In the third section I 
discuss background factors that help to explain this picture.

Chapter N begins with an investigation of sources showing the number of 
payers of a certain tax, gärningsören. This tax was paid by "parish craftsmen" 
Csockenhantverkare) who had (in principle) the right to be the sole practicians 
of their trade in a certain parish. The parish craftsmen were never many: at 
most, ca 1770, they amounted to 2,7 %o of the rural population in the country 
as a whole (although they later reached higher proportions in parts of the 
country). As early as the 1750s, several counties in Western Sweden had rela­
tively few parish craftsmen. The difference between Eastern and Western 
Sweden was magnified in the second part of the 18th century. In the early 19th 
century, a line of counties stretching from South-eastern through Western 
Sweden had few parish craftsmen per capita of the rural population, while a 
line of counties in the east and the two counties in the very south (forming the 
province of Scania {Skåne)) had many ( see map IV:2, p.87). In some western 
counties, the number of payers of gärningsören fluctuated greatly: between 
1787 och 1790 their numbers increased by more than 100% in the county of 
Skaraborg, only to fall almost as rapidly in the following years (graph IV:2, p. 
95). Considerable fluctuations can also be found in the eastern counties, but 
not as extreme. The number of parish craftsmen fell strongly in Western

418



Sweden between 1770 and 1850, a period when this region experienced 
relative economic expansion compared to other Swedish regions. Evidently, 
the number of parish craftsmen cannot be used as an indicator of the real 
number of rural craftsmen.

Why then is the number of parish craftsmen of interest ? Apart from what 
they indicate regarding the institutional forms of rural crafts, the parish crafts­
men are important for at least one other reason: the records of craftsmen in the 
statistics most widely used for Sweden for the period ca 1750—1860, the 
Tabellverk, are related to the number of parish craftsmen in a way that has not 
been previously dealt with.

The Tabellverk existed from 1749 to the 1850s. Apart from purely de­
mographic statistics (births, deaths etc.), it also contains statistics on the occu­
pations of the population. The basic statistical material of the Tabellverk was 
compiled in so-called "parish tables": printed forms that were filled in by the 
parish clergy on the basis of the church registers. The figures of the parish 
tables were aggregated into deanery and county statistics and finally into natio­
nal statistics. The Tabellverk is often used by historians, but little has been 
done to investigate what guided the clergy when they classified people into dif­
ferent occupational categories. Concerning the craftsmen, it is shown here that 
the clergy was instructed in 1805 to count only those who were parish crafts­
men, i.e. those who paid gärningsören. Of course this greatly reduces the use­
fulness of the Tabellverk as a source of knowlege regarding the proportions of 
rural craftsmen. In fact, the parish craftsmen were only one category of 
craftsmen existing at the time, and the proportion of parish craftsmen to the 
total number of rural craftsmen evidently varied with time and region. As may 
be expected, the number of "master"1 craftsmen in the Tabellverk statistics fell 
drastically — by more than 50% — between 1800 and 1805 (although it never 
went quite as low as the number of gärningsöre-payers) and still in 1855 the 
number of rural craftsmen in the Tabellverk barely reached the per capita level 
of 1800 (graph IV:4, p. 105).

The rural craftsmen registered in the Tabellverk statistics show the same 
regional distribution as the payers of gärningsöre in the first half of the 19th 
century. Thus, the frequency of craftsmen was much lower in the West and 
South-east than in the East and South. This tendency was visible in the 
Tabellverk statistics as early as in the second half of the 18th century (maps 
IV:3—6, p.110).

1 The word "master", as used here, refers to independent practitioners of a craft, excluding 
apprentices, journeymen and other employed. However, the Swedish rural craftsmen were 
seldom masters in the strict sense of the word, i.e. they were not full-fledged members of a 
guild.
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A relationship to taxpayers similar to that in the Tabellverk applied to two 
other statistical sources for rural craftsmen in the 19th century: the statistics of 
the Swedish Board of Commerce (Kommerskollegium) and that of the county 
governors. Their general level as well as their regional distribution are quite 
similar to that of the Tabellverk. Some of the county governors, mostly from 
Western Sweden, comment upon the statistics and say that they severely 
underestimate the number of craftsmen actually existing.

In chapter V, I investigate those who were taxed as rural craftsmen ca 
1820—1830, in three different counties: Skaraborg in the West and Stockholm 
and Uppsala counties in the East. The sources used are tax registers, e.g. 
mantalslängder. The parish craftsmen turn out to be quite young: their average 
age was 35 years, i.e. 8 years lower than that of peasants, 5 years lower than 
crofters and 15 years lower than those who were taxed as landless men. Evi­
dently, being a parish craftsman was a stage in some people's life-cycle rather 
than a lifelong position. There were others who were taxed as craftsmen 
though they were not in fact parish craftsmen, but they were not numerous 
enough or old enough to make the average age of all registered craftsmen reach 
the age of peasants or crofters, let alone that of the landless.

A large part of the registered craftsmen were unmarried: 42% of those in 
Skaraborg county 1790, nearly 30% in Skaraborg and Stockholm counties ca 
1820, and 18% in Uppsala county in 1830. Most of the unmarried craftsmen 
in Skaraborg 1790 had no domicile according to the tax registers, i.e. they 
were itinerant craftsmen who lived in the households where they worked.

The households and families of married craftsmen were about the same size 
as among crofters, but the number of male servants and sons over 15 was lar­
ger, while female sevants and daughters over 15 fewer. Evidently, the crafts­
men had much more use of male than of female labour, so while they 
employed more male hands than ordinary crofters, the daughters had to go to 
serve in other families.

In chapter VI various economic descriptions from the 18th and 19th centuries 
are used. They were made by various officials (often by the clergy) and were 
based on questionnaires. The largest series examined here is a collection of 
"parish descriptions" written in the 1780s, covering over 80 out of 110 pasto­
rates (usually three parishes) in the West Swedish diocese of Skara.

These descriptions give the impression that self-sufficiency within the 
households still occurred to some degree in tailoring and shoemaking in the 
late 18th century. The main impression, however, is that many more craftsmen 
are mentioned, and a wider range of occupations, than in the tax registers. The 
clergymen writing the descriptions often say that there were no parish crafts­
men in the strict sense of the word, but that there were other craftsmen doing 
the same sort of work. In one case it is explicitly said that the craftsmen used 
by the peasantry paid no tax to the Crown for being craftsmen.
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Compared to other West European countries, the Swedish 18th and 19th cen­
tury statistics indicate a low level of craftsmen per capita. According to the 
Tabellverk, the number of "master" craftsmen constituted only ca 7 °/oo of the 
Swedish rural population in 1800 and ca 3,5 °/oo after the new instructions to 
the clergy in 1805. According to contemporary statistics from the Kingdom of 
Prussia, rural craftsmen (Meister) amounted to over 30 %o in western parts of 
Germany and ca 10 %o in Eastern Germany and Poland. Of course the low 
level of the Swedish data could be seen as confirming the notion of an un­
diversified economy based on self-sufficiency that has often been held about 
pre-industrial Sweden. Another interpretation seems more likely however. As 
we have seen, the statistics enter only those who were taxed as craftsmen and 
these were only a part of all those who actually supported themselves by this 
means. Evidently, the statistics greatly underestimate the extent of rural crafts. 
Pointing in the same direction is, according to the statistics, the peculiar com­
position of trades among the Swedish rural craftsmen. The tailors and shoe­
makers dominate strongly and this is not the trade composition we would 
expect if crafts were so undeveloped as the per capita figures would make us 
believe. In economies with poorly developed crafts blacksmits usually played a 
more prominent role.

*

In the third part of the book I discuss written and customary law concerning 
rural handicraft and its taxation, as well as the part played by towns and their 
guilds. In doing this, I begin much earlier than the 18th century: the laws, the 
development of towns and guilds as well as secondary sources on rural and 
urban crafts are investigated from the late Middle Ages.

As is shown in chapter VIII, the late medieval laws mention three rural crafts 
quite regularly: tailors, shoemakers and skinners. This is interesting, because 
these occupations are thought to have existed as rural crafts only in relatively 
advanced parts of late medieval Europe (for example in Western but not in 
Eastern Germany). From the wording of the laws it is evident that these 
Swedish medieval craftsmen had the peasantry as their main customers. Un­
doubtedly there were blacksmiths too, but these are not mentioned, perhaps 
because the legislators were most interested in bringing the itinerant craftsmen 
under their control. An earlier author has stated that mral crafts fluorished in 
Sweden in the Middle Ages, and there is little reason to contest this.

As regards taxation, the medieval laws indicate a division of the mral crafts­
men into two categories. Landless craftsmen seem to have paid, sporadically, a
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tax called gämingsöre.2 Those craftsmen who had a domicile, however, were 
not expected to pay tax as craftsmen but "where they live ... like other men", 
as was stated in King Kristoffer's Law from the 1440s, i.e. these craftsmen 
were not to pay gämingsöre, but the same taxes as the general peasant popula­
tion.

During the 16th and early 17th centuries (chapter IX), landless craftsmen 
paid tax irregularly, at times when extra high taxes were imposed on the rural 
population. But craftsmen with a domicile still paid tax like other members of 
the peasantry. This state of affairs was confirmed by royal decree in 1604. A 
resolution had been made by the Diet that year, stating that rural craftsmen 
should pay a daler every year to the Crown. This proved difficult to enforce. 
Obviously yielding to custom, the king then decreed that only the landless 
craftsmen were to pay the daler, while those who had land should be taxed as 
peasants. In practice, however, the landless craftsmen seem to have evaded re­
gular taxation by the Crown up to the end of the 17th century.

In principle, the Crown wanted to check the extent of rural crafts in order to 
support the towns. This policy was especially prominent from ca 1580 to 
1650. The restrictions on rural crafts were, however, difficult to enforce. With 
the Reduction of the 1680s, the Crown took new command of the taxation of 
the countryside and the peasantry. In this connection, a royal resolution that al­
lowed "parish craftsmen"— as yet only shoemakers and tailors (the number of 
trades was increased in the 18th century) — was promulgated in 1680. The re­
solution (supplemented in 1686) also incorporated the resolution by the Diet in 
1604. Accordingly, the craftsmen were to pay one daler each year to the 
Crown, and this law was now implemented. This was the gämingsöre of the 
18th and 19th centuries we have already discussed.

When parish craftsmen were taxed in the 18th century, the assessment 
authorities not only referred to the royal resolutions of 1680 and 1686 but, in a 
way typical of the period, to a whole series of statutes, beginning with the re­
solution of the Diet in 1604 and the royal decree the same year.

The royal decree, and the custom it reinforced, was evidently an important 
reason why so few of the existing craftsmen paid tax as craftsmen even after 
1680: it was accepted by the authorities that craftsmen with some land paid tax 
as, for example, crofters or cottagers. According to examples from the early 
19th century in previous research, craftsmen who acquired crofts were called 
crofters in the church registers instead of craftsmen, in spite of carrying on 
crafts as their main occupation. As we have seen, the age composition of those 
who were called craftsmen in the tax registers gives a similar impression. To

2 We have met this tern already, when it was used for a tax imposed on craftsmen in the 
18th and 19th centuries, but it had not been used in the Crown legislation or in the fiscal 
book-keeping in the 16th or early 17th centuries.
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be taxed as a crofter was more favourable, as the taxes paid by registered 
craftsmen were relatively high.

In the 1720s, the parish craftsmen and their apprentices were exempt from 
military service. This is obviously the reason for the rapid increase in parish 
craftsmen in the war years 1788—90 in some counties.

Chapters X and XI deal with urban crafts and the guilds. Shoemakers and 
tailors were most numerous among the urban craftsmen, followed by smiths. 
Compared to German statistics ca 1800, the Swedish urban craftsmen consti­
tuted a somewhat smaller part of the urban population, and a much smaller part 
of the total population: only ca 4 °/oo of all Swedes were urban master crafts­
men ca 1800, compared with ca 18 °/oo of the inhabitants of the Kingdom of 
Prussia.

The establishment of guilds came late in Sweden. Ca 1500, guilds existed 
mainly in Stockholm. In the 17th century guilds were established, for the most 
important crafts, in the large provincial towns, and in the 18th century the turn 
came to the middle-sized towns. In many small towns (with less than 1, 000 
inhabitants), guilds were never established.

The Swedish government supported the guilds, regarding them as allies in its 
struggle to strengthen the towns. The guilds persecuted craftsmen who were 
not members. Especially in the 17th century, die guilds were active in trying to 
limit rural crafts, or at least in attempting to bring them under their control. 
This century saw the chartering of many towns with districts, having a radius 
of 10—40 kilometres, were rural crafts were forbidden. In practice, rural 
craftsmen were permitted within these districts, but had to pay dues to the 
town and its guilds (hen; we encounter the term gärningsöre again, as a name 
often used for these charges). The Crown tried to abolish this system after 
1680, since it wanted to lay its hands on the gärningsöre paid to the towns. 
The towns protested, and as a result, when towns were chartered the right to 
the gärningsöre from their surrounding districts, the dues from the rural 
craftsmen were given to towns with the state adminstration as intermediary. As 
is shown in chapter XII, this made the towns and the guilds interested in 
having rural craftsmen registered for taxation by the Crown, since towns and 
guilds recieved a share of the Crown’s taxes.

In chapter XIIII summarize and discuss the results of the study.
Only a part of the existing rural craftsmen were taxed as craftsmen. Since the 
titles given to people in the church records and — more directly — the way in 
which they were entered in statistical compilations were influenced by taxation, 
this has made the rural craftsmen look fewer than they really were.

To understand why such a high proportion of the Swedish population were 
given purely "agrarian" titles in the tax registers, it is helpful to look at some 
traits of the Swedish state which diverge from the general West European pat­
tern. When Swedish absolutism was established in the 16th century, it was
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built on a base of "free peasants and nugatory towns".3 While other absolutist 
states aquired a large share of their incomes from the taxation of towns, this 
method was not open to the Swedish monarchy. On the other hand, relatively 
more peasant land was taxable to the Crown than in most other European states 
of the time. In fact, the Swedish state relied heavily on the taxation of land. 
This taxation was carried out very systematically, and as a result, the entire ru­
ral population was in principle classified according to their relations to the land 
tax assessment units (hemman, mantal ). Terms like peasant {bonde), crofter 
(,torpare) and cottager {backstugusittare) all alluded to the forms of land owner­
ship or tenancy and thus the forms of taxation. These terms may sound entirely 
"agrarian” to the modem ear, but were not in fact occupational labels in the 
modem sense, i.e. they did not state the kind of work the man in question did 
most of the time. Agricultural work on an ordinary croft only took a part of a 
man's total working time. Even if most of the crofters did their supplementary 
work in agriculture, some of them earned their money by being craftsmen. For 
reasons already indicated, many craftsmen seem to have avoided the craftsman 
label in the tax registers.

Until further research is done, there is no self-evident interpretation of the 
relatively large number of registered craftsmen in the statistics from Eastern 
Sweden. Basically, the difference between Eastern, Western and Southern 
Sweden may be interpreted in two ways. Either there were more specialized 
craftsmen in Eastern Sweden and Scania, or the underestimation of crafts is 
greater in the West. It is not entirely unlikely that Eastern Sweden was more 
involved in a "market" economy than Western Sweden. The East had 
important iron production areas as well as commercial agriculture and (in the 
north) proto-industrial areas. All these economic activities may have stimulated 
local crafts, as we discussed earlier.

But it is hardly credible that this is the whole truth regarding the con­
spicuously low figures for Western Sweden. Obviously, the underestimation 
of craftsmen is greater in those parts of the country. One probable reason is 
that this part of Sweden experienced the most rapid growth of crofters and 
other landless people who worked as day-labourers. They were free to work 
for anybody, and take any job, since they paid their rent in money and were 
not obliged to do labour services in agriculture. Evidently, some of the crofters 
and cottagers and those living-in in Western Sweden earned their living mainly 
from crafts for the local market. In Eastern Sweden, however, the crofters 
often did labour services in agriculture several days a week, which inhibited 
the development of crafts among them, and a large part of the landless were 
agricultural labourers employed per year (statare).

3 P. Anderson 1975b p. 179.
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However, differences in social structure were probably only one reason why 
there were so few registered craftsmen in Western Sweden. Another reason 
was the different roles played by towns in the two parts of the country.

As early as in the late Middle Ages, there was a certain concentration of 
towns to the East of Sweden and to the southern provinces belonging to 
Denmark at that time. In the early 19th century, most of the counties in Eastern 
Sweden and in Scania still had a higher percentage of urban population than 
the West and the South-east. Moreover, in Eastern Sweden and in Scania the 
guilds were generally stronger (given the larger towns and the greater numbers 
of craftsmen from each trade) and some guilds had the right to collect charges 
from the parish craftsmen. In Eastern Sweden, parish craftsmen were more 
frequent, and they often had the same sort of names as urban craftsmen. In 
some cases it can be shown that fees were still paid by the parish craftsmen to 
the guilds in the early 19th century. Thus it seems that the economic and orga­
nizational bonds between urban and rural craftsmen were stronger in Eastern 
Sweden and Scania than in Western Sweden, and this made state control of ru­
ral crafts easier. This is probably an important reason why more rural crafts­
men were registered in Eastern Sweden, but, as has already been indicated, it 
does not necessarily mean more craftsmen in fact existed there.

No doubt Sweden in the 18th and 19th centuries was primarily a rural eco­
nomy, but it was less uniformly agrarian that has often been thought. Crafts 
and commerce were carried on in the countryside, but their practicians were 
often camouflaged under "agrarian" titles.
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