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Conspiracy theories have received limited academic attention regarding how they are 

represented, legitimized, or challenged in the media. As far-right populist actors increasingly 

use conspiracy narratives in political communication, the risk of these gaining legitimacy has 

potential societal consequences. Such factors include polarization, erosion of democratic 

norms, increased discrimination, and possible violence. This study focuses exclusively on 

Swedish news media and explores how coverage and framing of ‘the Great Replacement’ 

conspiracy theory are presented between 2015 and 2025. Using a qualitative content analysis 

supported by quantitative mapping on more than one thousand articles and chronicles from 

news outlets in different media categories. The findings show a substantial increase over the 

past ten years. 

  

The qualitative content analysis is guided by framing theory and agenda-setting theory, which 

developed categories, codes, and themes of frames and discourse frames. Identifying language 

characteristics and frame descriptions was used in the categorization of articles. The results 

find that mainstream outlets dominate the amount of coverage, often using delegitimizing 

frames as the conspiracy theory is reported together with racism, extremism, and 

conspiratorial thinking. Left-leaning alternative and advocacy journalist outlets position 

themselves as watchdogs and reinforce counter-narrative discourse against conspiracy theory 

and far-right populism. In contrast, the alternative right media frames 'the Great Replacement' 

as a legitimate concern towards demographic change, highlighting statistical distortion, 

censorship, and anti-establishment narratives that aim to undermine mainstream media and 

government. Ideological divides shape how the theory is framed, where partisan media aligns 

with the narratives of their agenda. The results demonstrate how extremist ideas can gain 

access to, and over time become salient, within the public sphere. This study is limited by its 

frame selection, scope, and absence of audience effects. Future research should expand the 

scope, incorporate network analysis, and examine the media’s influence on democratic 

discourse by using complementary frames. Given the complexity and sensitivity of this 

unexplored topic, particularly the ties to far-right ideology and extremism, further scholarly 

contributions are valuable. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Research topic  
In our society today, we face the most challenging times in navigating through what is real 

and what is not. The use of AI, distorted images, algorithms, and fake news is among the 

hardships. What could be seen as the solution to these difficulties is at the same time the 

annihilator. The unlimited resources on the internet are a double-edged sword, as it on the one 

hand, have democratized access to information while creating a space for extreme difficulties 

in navigating through it. New forms of illiteracy have entered the scene. The inability to 

effectively use digital technologies, the ability to evaluate the credibility of online sources, 

how to analyse and critically engage media content, and how to assess the reliability of 

information. The volume of content, the speed at which it spreads, and the lack of centralized 

gatekeeping have created an environment where misinformation, disinformation, and 

conspiracy theories can thrive. It thrives alongside reliable reporting and has blurred the lines 

between journalism, opinion, and advocacy. The traditional markers of credibility have 

become weakened. There is also a transformative power of the internet, though, that has 

enabled marginalized voices to contribute to public discourse, as well as decentralized how 

information has traditionally been gatekept from the public. The power to hold accountability 

and uncover injustice has been empowered by the internet. Thus, the navigation process has 

become trickier.  

These conditions have created a fertile soil for the spread and normalization of conspiracy 

theories. In a polarized and fragmented media landscape, conspiracy theories and narratives 

can offer a simplified view of what are seen as complex societal issues. In a space of 

information overload, institutional distrust, and the play on emotional appeals, it could fill a 

void. Conspiratorial notions of hidden truths are, for some, intriguing and could create a sense 

of belonging as well as be rewarding for their engagement. Even if conspiracy theories thrive 

in closed environments and at the edges of society, it has become noticeable in mainstream 

debates, politics, and media.  

In Sweden, one example of a conspiracy theory that has entered the debate is ‘the Great 

Replacement’. In Swedish, that is “folkutbyte”. This idea has its roots in far-right extremist 

and white supremacist discourse and is used to spread racist, xenophobic, and anti-Muslim 

propaganda. It draws on the notion of a deliberate plan to replace the native population, which 
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is orchestrated by the government and elites of society. While this conspiracy theory was once 

confined to the extremist fringes, it has migrated into mainstream discourse and debates. This 

shift is still unexplored and evokes many questions.  

This study aims to explore how ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory is framed and 

discussed in Swedish news media. This research seeks to provide insights into the underlying 

communication dynamics of this conspiracy theory by analysing its existence and how it is 

presented across different media contexts.  This can add some understanding to future 

research that could explain what was once a fringe conspiracy theory, which gained visibility 

in the Swedish media. It may also contribute to the broader academic discourse on 

misinformation and disinformation in media and the mainstreaming of extremist narratives.  

1.2 Societal Relevance  
The salience of immigration-related topics in Western democracies has vastly increased 

(Strömbäck & Theorin, 2020). Proof of this is in many EU countries, such as Finland, Italy, 

Croatia, Slovakia, Croatia, and the Czech Republic, which have far-right parties within their 

governments (Coi, 2024). A type of political strategy called cordon sanitaire (firewall), which 

was coined after the exclusion of the Flemish nationalist party Vlaams Belang from coalition 

governments, has been seen throughout other countries in Europe as well, such as in Sweden 

with the Sweden Democrats (Axelsen, 2023). This type of strategy and norm within the 

mainstream political parties has shifted, and the populist, nationalist parties are growing 

across the European continent (Coi, 2024). In the latest election in Germany, the nationalist 

party AFD is now the second largest (European Parliament, 2024). In France, the National 

Rally party won the most votes in the European Parliament election for the French seats, 

which then caused the dissolution of the national assembly (Goury-Laffont, 2024). In the 

Swedish context, the Sweden Democrats used to be cordon sanitaire, although in the past few 

years, the parties to the right began opening up for discussions, and now it has an agreement 

with the current government as a cooperative party (Axelsen, 2023; Regeringskansliet, 2022). 

It is clear that the far-right parties in Europe all share “anti-immigration” policies, and some, 

such as the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and the former Slovakian Prime Minister 

Róbert Fico, are known to incorporate the conspiracy of ‘the Great Replacement’ into their 

political messages (Ekman, 2022). The conspiracy theory has moved into politics and the 

public sphere in a way that no one could foresee. The relevance of studying the phenomena is 

therefore of public interest. If politicians, prime ministers, and members of large parties share 
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posts and talk about the conspiracy theory as facts, questions of mainstreaming and agenda-

setting arise. The phenomenon of a conspiracy theory becoming part of political critical 

narratives could have many implications and consequences. By researching the phenomenon, 

certain questions can be solved, especially while quantifying the width and spread of it with 

as well as qualitatively see the communication style.   

The choice of looking at the Swedish context is motivated by several factors. First of all, the 

chosen time frame is between 2015-2025, which is a decade with a significant increase in 

immigration. The “refugee crisis” in 2015 had a major impact in Europe, where many 

countries changed their asylum policies in order to control the flow of migrants (Davis & 

Deole, 2017). The number of asylum seekers reached an all-time high in 2015 in Sweden 

(SCB, 2025).  Altogether, this may have become a springboard for conspiratorial narratives 

and ideas connected to ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory to grow.  

Also, since Sweden scores very high in institutional trust, both in terms of government and in 

mass media of both public service and private outlets, such features are usually connected to 

resilience against conspiratorial thinking. Connected to high institutional trust is also the 

amount of public access to information, which is relatively high in Sweden. One of the most 

fundamental laws is the Freedom of Press Act, which allows citizens access to official 

documents and correspondence with government officials, for example. This is also a feature 

that can act as a resilience against conspiratorial thinking since most of the official documents 

are available, which could reject ideas of plots and schemes, considering transparency.  

1.3 Academic relevance  
There is an overall lack of literature and academic papers that examine the use of conspiracy 

theories, such as ‘the Great Replacement’, especially in Sweden. There is a clear gap in the 

literature considering all of the societal relevance that would call for more research to be done 

in the field. There is literature that is more focused on the psychological aspects of those who 

believe in conspiracy theories, which is of great importance, however, it stops there, and it is 

where other fields of research should start investigating. It is especially interesting and 

important that fields of communication, media studies, and political science can make use of 

such research to understand how the media operates around and with conspiracy theories, and 

it relates a lot to public opinion on immigration.  
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Even if there is a lack of literature on conspiracy theories, especially in the Swedish context, it 

would be valuable to discuss whether certain conspiracy theories are critical narratives. To 

work towards a framework where a distinction can be made between the two would be 

valuable for both academic and societal relevance. It is also of importance since it can 

challenge how we look at research, knowledge, and truths concerning what people believe in. 

By conducting research that aims to provide insights as to how we can differentiate between 

science, facts, and truths in relation to feelings and opinions. In a binary ontological system, 

there are facts and truths, which are posed as the direct opposite of disinformation and 

conspiracy theories. However, the diversity in what people actually believe, think, and feel 

about the world differs from scientific facts in the digital landscape. The production and 

distribution of conspiracy theories are deeply intertwined with media and media use, which is 

why this phenomenon is of interest to academia and scientific knowledge production. 

Discussions about how social media, alternative media, and online forums are seen as 

democratizing tools. Nowadays, everyone can read and produce content that can challenge 

traditional scientific knowledge production if it reaches certain target groups and spreads 

online. As for alternative news, since anyone can call themselves a journalist, considering it is 

not a protected title, making the boundaries between professionally educated journalists and 

laymen more blurry. Scientific facts and narratives happen to get “new lives” in alternative 

media and on social media, as it is used in ways far beyond academia and the research 

institutes that produced them. The use of scientific facts with other interpretations or values 

labelled on them is used as rhetorical weapons and political bait to create a stir in the agenda. 

It is therefore of academic relevance to produce research of this sort. It is also of relevance to 

differentiate between misinformation, disinformation, fake news, propaganda, and conspiracy 

theories. These are often used interchangeably in research, and sometimes there are not as 

explicit definitions and limitations drawn to each category. This will be addressed in order to 

further build on the foundation of current literature.  

1.4 Aim and research questions  
The aim of this study is to examine the prevalence and media communication regarding ‘the 

Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory in Swedish news media sources. The prevalence will 

acquire a comprehension of the frequency and occurrence, as this area is unexplored in 

academic discourse. It aims to see what type of media outlets are covering the topic the most 

and how the distribution has been throughout the ten years of 2015-2025. This provides a 
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broad overview of the media landscape and an initial understanding of the conspiracy theory’s 

presence. By identifying the number of articles, this lays the foundation for selecting a 

relevant sample for the analysis.  

While the initial mapping provides context, the primary aim of this study is to explore how 

‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory is framed in the Swedish news outlets. 

Understanding the nature of this framing is vital as it could play a central role in shaping 

public discourse, legitimizing or dismissing certain narratives. It aims to find patterns and 

discourse strategies that play an important role in drawing attention to specific issues while 

shaping them in different ways. This study seeks to contribute to an understanding of how a 

conspiracy theory is being framed in news media and how it circulates, whilst comparing 

different media outlets.  

To reach these aims, the study is guided by the following research questions: 

RQ1: 

a) To what extent has ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory been covered in 

Swedish news media over the past ten years? 

 

b) In what ways has the prominence or salience of the topic shifted across time and 

media types? 

 

  

RQ2:  

  

a) In what ways has ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory been framed in Swedish 

media outlets over the past decade? 

  

b)  Has the framing of ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory changed over time in 

Swedish media discourse, and if so, how? 

  

c)  How do alternative and mainstream media outlets differ in how they frame the 

conspiracy theory? 

  

d) In what ways do news articles and chronicles (e.g., opinion pieces, editorials) differ in 

their framing of the conspiracy theory?  
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2. Background 

2.1 Contextual background  
The conspiracy theory ‘the Great Replacement’ in the Swedish context entails that, ultimately, 

“native-Swedes” are being replaced by Muslim immigrants. The origins of the conspiracy 

theory are from a French book called “Le Grand Remplacement” (2011) by Renaud Camus, 

and has been adopted by groups of the far-right movement in Sweden. The plot is supposed to 

be orchestrated by the liberal-left parties who have had liberal migration and asylum policies 

throughout many decades in order to replace the Swedes, which can be connected to 

conspiracy theories of the deep state (Ekman, 2022).  

  

Before Renaud Camus's book, there have been other books and publications that discuss racial 

replacements. One book that can be seen as a predecessor is “The Passing of the Great Race” 

by Madison Grant (1916).  The essence of the book was that there is a threat to the “Nordic 

race’s” survival due to foreign racial elements and “racial blending”, which would lead to a 

replacement of the “Nordic race”. He wrote that the Nordic race was the backbone of the 

nation, and if they were to be replaced with other races, the nation would fall. It came to be an 

influential book that Hitler called “his bible”. Another book with similar content is by 

Lothrop Stoddard, “The Rising Tide of Color Against White World-supremacy”(1920), which 

used alarmistic language about an actual “racial replacement”.  

  

From a Western perspective, it is clear that ideas of racial hierarchies were a part of the public 

sphere in the early 1900s. Nevertheless, the holocaust itself is the epitome of hatred towards 

different ethnicities, religions, and races, where the Arian race was deemed superior 

(Ericsson, 2021). Clearly, believing that skin colour and ethnicity can impose threats is not a 

new phenomenon, but after the Second World War, efforts were made to work against racial 

discrimination and racial hatred (OHCHR, 1965). Learning about racism and antisemitism 

became part of school programs to educate the new generations that everyone is equal and 

shares the same rights (Samuelsson, 2023).  Not only did it become illegal by law to certain 

extents, but it also became socially unacceptable to engage with racist organizations, and to 

openly be cautious or hostile about people purely based on race, ethnicity, and religion 

(Ericsson, 2021). Even if there was a criminalization of belonging to racist groups, using 

slurs, and discriminating against other people, the racist ideology of hierarchical groups in the 



7 

world never truly went away. Sympathizers with racial and antisemitic ideologies went to 

underground organizations and networks, while some just kept it to themselves. In the 

Swedish context, racist slurs and behaviours became largely taboo during the second half of 

the 20th century, and instead, the norm of being anti-racist has been evolving since then 

(Hübinette & Wikström, 2023).  

  

However, an “increasingly influential intellectual consensus” on both sides of the Atlantic has 

portrayed Europe as a declining and depraved continent, as it is undergoing a transformation 

into an “Islamic colony” known as “Eurabia” (Carr, 2006, p.1). The term “Eurabia” was 

coined by a historian who goes under the alias or writing name Bat Ye'or, who is a British-

Swiss historian. She identified that there is a secret project of an “Islamicisation” in Europe 

that is coordinated by European politicians and representatives of the Arab world. Carr (2006) 

explains that this conspiracy theory has evolved into a harmful Islamophobic narrative that is 

gaining legitimacy. The conspiracy theory has gained support among right-Wing extremists, 

historians, media commentators, and neo-fascists. It is a closely related conspiracy theory to 

‘the Great Replacement’ by Renaud Camus. The fear of Islamization and loss of Western 

identity is their mutual fear. There is a complex interplay and relationship between these 

conspiracy theories. There is no linear progression between these, and it could be similar to a 

circular dynamic, more of a “chicken or the egg” situation than a straightforward origin story. 

 

‘The Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory has gained popularity within the extreme far-right 

movement and its political parties in Sweden, such as NMR (Nordic Resistance Movement) 

and AFS (Alternative for Sweden) (CVE, 2022). It is also popular within the alt-right 

movement, which is a group that consists of individuals and groups whose identity is 

connected to “white supremacy”(CVE, 2022). It can also be found among mainstream right-

wing actors, such as members of the second-largest party in Sweden, the Sweden Democrats. 

Some members have been using rhetoric and wording that resembles the substance of ‘the 

Great Replacement’ theory. Such statements are, for example, a post on X (formerly Twitter) 

by Richard Jomshof on March 28th, 2023, which said “[…]Svenskarna är påväg att bli en 

minoritet i sitt eget land. Det pågår en islamisering. Det är inga konspirationsteorier utan 

fakta”, translated to “[… ]the Swedes are about to become a minority in their own country. 

Islamisation is happening. It is not a conspiracy theory but facts.” (Jomshof, 2023). First and 
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foremost, it is notable that a conspiracy theory is part of the post, and secondly, that it is 

negated. Another example is from Charlie Weimers, a Sweden Democrat who is a European 

Parliament member, who wrote a post on X on the 13th of May 2024 that said 

“[…]Socialdemokraterna vill byta ut befolkningen för att kunna säkra makten med hjälp av 

muslimska väljare”, which translates into “[…]The Social Democrats want to replace the 

population in order to secure power with the help of Muslim voters.”(Weimers, 2024). In this 

post, Wiemer’s exclusively targets the Social Democrats as the ones who have a plan and/or a 

strategy to replace the Swedes with Muslim immigrants. This conspiracy theory often claims 

its truth because of the factual numbers of total cases of granted asylum and immigration 

cases in Sweden, as well as the percentage of the Swedish population who are born in another 

country (Ekman, 2022). 

  

A third example is called “Maktplanen” which could be translated into to “The Game Plan” or 

the “Power plan”, which is a manifest written by the fundraising foundation for Swedish 

conservatism that extremist experts point out to include ‘the Great Replacement’ theory and 

the conspiracy of the deep state (Hellerud, 2023). It consists of seventeen pages and was an 

internal document not meant to be public, although it was discovered by investigative 

journalists from TV4’s show called “Kalla Fakta”. One of the most prominent politicians 

within the Sweden Democrats, Mattias Karlsson, was discovered as one of the authors of the 

manifesto. Karlsson is known as the chief of ideology within the party and has been writing 

plenty of the party’s election manifesto (Hellerud, 2023). The manifest consists of ideas of an 

elite composed of cultural Marxists and liberals that want to replace the Swedish culture with 

radical Islam, which falls into ‘the Great Replacement’ theory (Hellerud, 2023). The 

manifesto is alarming and explains that Sweden has, for decades, been a left radical 

experiment that threatens Western civilization’s existence, and therefore, the foundation is 

asking for money to support other conservative organisations on their behalf (Hellerud, 2023). 

Karlsson was asked questions about this document and responded that it was an unfinished 

document which was meant to be a draft for a meeting, and that it roughly portrays an 

accurate image of the shift in the Swedish society, which he means is accurate (Hellerud, 

2023). He did not want to answer anything about the statements about an elite replacing the 

Swedes with Muslims.  
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Research conducted by the Centre against Violent Extremism (CVE, 2022) finds that there 

has been an increase in the far-right movements during the last years, and they can see that 

there is a spread on internet forums. However, they highlight that there are no accurate studies 

that can prove that the internet has increased importance for radicalization at the societal 

level, although it is clear that the internet and its forums are valuable as meeting places and 

communicative tools (CVE, 2022). During investigations of crimes where the person of 

interest is found to be a far-right extremist, it is common to look at how and with whom this 

person has communicated and what type of forums they are a part of (CVE, 2022). Ekman 

(2022) finds that ‘the Great Replacement’ theory is found in both far-right and mainstream 

right-wing actors. It is not just a conspiracy theory that people of these ideologies believe, but 

also used as a political strategy (Ekman, 2022).  

 

2.2 The belief system of conspiracy theories  
 Conspiracy theories are believed to a certain extent, as otherwise they would not spread to the 

same extent. The mechanisms behind conspiratorial thinking are associated with psychology 

and sociology. However, it is important to understand the underlying mechanisms. Since it is 

different from fake news and disinformation, which will be further explained.  

 

Several sources indicate that conspiracy theories have become more and more common, both 

in Sweden and internationally (Strömbäck, 2022; Douglas et al., 2019; Önnerfors, 2021). 

Strömbäck (2022) states that the conspiratorial disposition among the Swedish population is 

of significance. Within the group who are more lenient and susceptible towards conspiracy 

theories, there are shared sociodemographic factors such as low education, low interpersonal 

trust, and low satisfaction with the Swedish democratic system. Another important factor that 

these people share is that they are frequent users of social media and alternative right-wing 

media (Strömbäck, 2022). Income and the city of living also have an impact on the 

plausibility of believing in conspiracy theories.  

  

The report by Önnerfors (2021, published by MSB), provides identifiers of a conspiracy 

theorist and how the radicalization process can look like. First of all, there is an increasing 

degree of loss of reality, and secondly, crucial boundaries are being crossed. Decreased 

understanding between reality and fiction, denial of science, and aggressive enemy images 
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that could lead to violent extremism (Önnerfors, 2021, p.46). There are differences between 

how and why people start to believe in conspiracy theories, as well as how far along they are 

in their beliefs. Some people are skeptical towards explanations of happenings or events and 

are therefore possibly believing the conspiracy theories. It is also common that believers 

reject all types of empirical facts and science, and at the same time have adopted a world view 

where an elite or a secret group is manipulating everyone (Önnerfors, 2021, p.46). Ekman 

(2022) and Strömbäck (2022) also highlight how the belief in conspiracy theories stems from 

a feeling of threats and insecurities against their group or society.  

 

3. Literature Review 

This literature review will be two-fold. The first section will be defining a conspiracy theory, 

as current literature on the topic describes this as missing in other studies and articles. 

Previous literature is used to define it, which is why it is part of this review. A differentiation 

of concepts will also be provided. Secondly, there is a descriptive strategy that was employed 

to find, sort, and select the literature for the review. The strategy will be described throughout 

the literature review and aims to provide transparency. Given the complexity and evolving 

nature of media research and conspiracy theory studies, the field is both broad and niche. This 

literature review includes a diverse range of sources to provide a comprehensive yet targeted 

foundation for the study.  

 

3.1 Defining conspiracy theory  
 In day-to-day language, calling someone a conspiracy theorist is often used as a way of 

belittling and disparaging, which is often related to a belief that this person is very paranoid 

and could have a psychological deviation (Önnerfors, 2021). This view of conspiracy theories 

differs within academia, where scholars argue that conspiracy theories are a commonality and 

not something unique that belongs to people with psychological and paranoid issues. 

  

Throughout the literature, the definition of a conspiracy theory is that they are explanations of 

a situation, happening, or phenomenon that involve secret groups and powerful actors 

(Bergmann, 2018; Strömbäck, 2022; Mahl et al., 2023). The secrecy of the actors is often 

connected to them having ill intent and aiming towards hurting or destroying both people and 
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societies (Strömbäck, 2022). There is a clear difference between theories of conspiracies and 

actual conspiracy theories, where theories of conspiracies are more open towards empirical 

facts and could change their mind regarding a situation or phenomenon if such is provided 

(Strömbäck, 2022). Conspiracy theorists do not take empirical facts or evidence into account 

and reject all other explanations than their own. Another key characteristic of a conspiracy 

theory is that it goes against official explanations and versions, such as published documents 

or other types of evidence, proving that there is an elite group of people trying to hide the 

truth, and have hidden agendas (Mahl et al., 2023). Research conducted within online 

communities is experiencing difficulties in defining conspiracy theories, considering the use 

of disinformation and fake news, or just pure rumors. Current research indicates that 

conspiracy theories are often used interchangeably with misleading content such as fake 

news, disinformation, and rumors when studying the phenomenon online, according to Mahl 

et al (2023).  

  

A study report from Önnerfors (2021) on behalf of MSB (the Swedish Civil Contingencies 

Agency) investigates conspiracy theories mechanisms in the case of COVID-19. One chapter 

explains how someone can identify a conspiracy theory. They identify twelve different 

elements within a conspiracy theory, which are: patterns, plans, frame-up, maliciousness, 

secrecy, proof, dualism, scapegoats, demonizing, collapse of systems, and truth-seekers.  

 

3.2 Differentiation of concept  
As previously mentioned, the definition and concept of conspiracy theories are constantly 

used interchangeably (Mahl et al., 2023). Therefore, there is a need in the scholarship to 

discuss why that is the case and to investigate how to make a proper distinction. Because of 

this, there are difficulties in mapping out the current literature and differentiating between 

research. In an extensive literature review by Mahl et al (2023), they investigate the number 

of articles and publications about conspiracy theories. Several steps were taken to identify 

which publications were eligible, such as having to use conspiracy theories in their theoretical 

argument and analysis, as well as online environments (Mahl et al., 2023). See their article to 

get the full codebook and eligibility categorization. They included 148 publications in their 

review and found that only 38,5% defined the term “conspiracy theory”(Mahl et al., 2023). 

Additionally, it was found that most studies used misinformation, disinformation, fake news, 
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and rumours interchangeably with conspiracy theories, which is of concern as there were no 

clear distinctions between each concept. Since it seemingly is a common issue to separate 

them from each other, a differentiation will be presented to minimize confusion.  

 

Fake news is completely fabricated stories that are made to look like legitimate news to 

deceive readers into believing such stories (Lazer et al., 2018). There are cases where 

legitimate news stories are extremely twisted and changed, which turns into fake news, but 

the categorization of fake news is what the name entails: entirely fake. The use of fake news 

is to monetize on clicks and traffic and/or to spread propaganda. It is deeply connected with 

misinformation and disinformation, however, it is different. Misinformation is false or 

inaccurate information that is shared without a clear malicious intent to deceive, whereas 

disinformation is deliberate in its deception of spreading false information (Lazer et al., 

2018). The actual difference between fake news and disinformation is mostly format and 

scope, as fake news tries to mimic real news. Disinformation is the actual wrongful 

information that is a part of the fake news. Not all disinformation is disguised as fake news, 

but fake news is a type of disinformation (Lazer et al., 2018). 

 

So then, what is the difference between disinformation and conspiracy theories? As 

previously explained in the definition of a conspiracy theory segment, they are explanations 

of events involving secret plots, arises from speculation and distrust and is often believed by 

people so no counterevidence can be used to debunk such, since there are cover-ups made 

from higher groups or intelligence (Strömbäck, 2022; Mahl et al., 2023). The disinformation 

is created by individuals, groups, or even governments aimed at manipulating. This means 

that conspiracy theory believers could themselves, for example, use the word of 

disinformation when a government publishes something because they see it as a deliberate 

deception and way to manipulate from the “truth”. Disinformation is used to destabilize trust 

in many ways, such as in media and institutions, and to manipulate public opinion (Lazer et 

al., 2018. This also means that conspiracy theories and disinformation go together, as 

disinformation can amplify conspiracy theories. They are all intertwined, so it is not 

uncommon to use them interchangeably, although there are some key differences to 

distinguish them from one another. Conspiracy theories can work on their own and exist 
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independently, but today, they often get fueled by disinformation and can lead to the spread of 

misinformation.  

 

3.3 Literature search strategy 
Research on conspiracy theories has grown significantly over the past decade, especially 

concerning social media and online environments (Mahl et al., 2023). While some studies 

focus on specific theories, mostly connected to Covid-19, others adopt broader comparative 

perspectives on conspiracy theories as a phenomenon. Literature specifically addressing ‘the 

Great Replacement’ remains limited. To map existing literature, an initial search was 

conducted using Scopus, filtering for social sciences, psychology, and the arts and humanities. 

The keyword “conspiracy” in combination with either “theory” or “theories” was the first 

search criterion and yielded a result of 1447 articles. Limiting it to only social sciences as a 

subject, it was reduced to 994. When ‘the Great Replacement’ was added as a keyword, only 

34 documents appeared, and further limiting the search to include “Sweden” resulted in two 

relevant texts, one on the Nordic Resistance Movement and one by Ekman (2022), which is 

included in this review. To complement this, Research Rabbit, a citation-based mapping tool, 

was used to visualize and analyse citation networks. Only journal articles from the Scopus 

search were uploaded, as the tool does not support books or chapters. The visual web revealed 

limited connectivity between articles. By reading through all of them, another round of 

exclusion was made. Some were deemed not suitable due to their scope, as they could be 

about reproductive rights, gender imagery, and religion, and some were focusing on Covid-19 

where ‘the Great Replacement’ theory was only mentioned briefly. Those with the most 

connections and citations were Ekman (2022), Bergmann (2021), Aguilar (2023), and 

Vanderwee & Droogan (2023).  

A parallel search was conducted in ProQuest’s International Bibliography of the Social 

Sciences (IBSS), one of Gothenburg University Library’s recommended databases. The 

keyword “conspiracy theory” produced 1288 peer-reviewed results; adding ‘the Great 

Replacement’ reduced this to seven, of which only three were relevant, and two overlapped 

with the Scopus findings. These were also added to Research Rabbit for further analysis, but 

no significant new connections were revealed. 
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 Most of the literature focuses on digital platforms and online subcultures such as 4Chan and 

meme culture (Aguilar, 2023). Most could provide a thorough background as to why ‘the 

Great Replacement’ theory has become a prominent conspiracy theory within far-right and 

extreme-right movements, which supports the contextual and societal relevance discussed in 

earlier sections. 

3.4 Relevant Literature  
Ekman (2022) is particularly relevant due to its focus on Sweden and ‘the Great Replacement’ 

narrative. The study examines how this theory is framed across far-right online spaces, 

including a party website, an election campaign video by the Sweden Democrats, and a far-

right debate platform, through the lens of online communication and “spreadability.” While 

this article offers critical insights into digital circulation, it does not explore mainstream 

media coverage or other news outlets. This reflects a broader gap in communication and 

media studies literature, where the topic appears underexplored and is more common within 

political science. 

Another relevant study is Hanley et al. (2023), which investigates the relationship between 

conspiracy theories and misinformation outlets, referring to a “Golden Age of Conspiracy” 

accelerated by the internet and digital technology. They map hyperlinks between conspiracy 

sites, misinformation sources, and legitimate news outlets in the United States, finding that a 

substantial portion of conspiracy-related content links to authentic news stories. While their 

study examines how conspiracy sites interact with news media, this thesis takes the reverse 

approach, similar to Hanley et al. (2023), to analyse how both traditional and alternative news 

outlets frame and refer to the conspiracy theory. 

 

3.5 Broadening the scope of selected literature  
Considering the lack of literature about conspiracy theories and news media reporting, the 

focus was shifted to news reporting. The aim was to find studies that investigate the Swedish 

news media system, different outlets of both mainstream and alternative media, and their 

ways of reporting. Once again, using Scopus and IBSS, in total from both databases, there 

were 807 documents found when using the keywords “Swedish AND news”. Whilst the topic 

of such provides a substantial body of literature analysing different media outlets and a wide 

array of topics, a further distinction was made, and the keyword “immigration” was added. 

Given that ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory is rooted in immigration and 
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demographic changes, existing research on such would be of relevance. Analysis on 

immigration-related news coverage could set a discursive condition in which the conspiracy 

theory could emerge, spread, or gain legitimacy through different ways of framing or 

sourcing. The results on both databases were 52 documents, and some of them were 

duplicates. By reading through each abstract to find which fit the scope of this thesis, a few 

were noted as valuable for contributing to the topic.  

 

One of the articles is about Swedish alternative media, specifically far-right outlets, and how 

they report on refugees. Palmgren et al (2023) did a critical discourse analysis where they 

sampled articles that were supposed to explicitly discuss Ukraine and Ukrainian immigrants. 

However, they found that Muslim refugees were included in the articles. They express that the 

inclusion of Muslim immigrants was found “with unexpected frequency” and the two groups 

of immigrants were compared to each other as opponents due to differences in culture and 

geographical origin (Palmgren et al., 2023). There were clear differences and contrasts as the 

Ukrainian immigrants had more legitimate reasons to be granted asylum, as they would be 

grateful and would pose a lower threat to Swedish society in comparison to the Muslim 

immigrants (Palmgren et al., 2023).  

  

They describe that far-right groups and forces, especially in Sweden, are using the refugee 

crisis from 2015 to promote anti-immigrant rhetoric, gain sympathizers, and erode trust in 

politics and mainstream news media (Palmgren et al., 2023). The use of Islamophobic 

portrayals has played a key role in the far-right narratives about the post-refugee crisis in 

Sweden. What has been especially enabling this is the steady rise of a wide range of 

alternative media of far-right outlets that are producing and publishing anti-immigration 

news-like content, which are positioned to be alternatives to the mainstream traditional media 

outlets (Palmgren et al., 2023). The article focuses on how the alternative news media outlets 

reported on Ukrainian asylum seekers to Sweden after the full-scale Russian invasion of 

Ukraine. The article contributes to knowledge about alternative media and how it promotes 

far-right ideology and Islamophobia, especially in the light of an “in-group” and an “out-

group” where racist and xenophobic language is at the forefront (Palmgren et al., 2023). 
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Another article that sheds light on news media reporting and immigration is by Ekman and 

Krzyzanowski (2021). Also, by conducting a critical discourse analysis, they look at Swedish 

quality newspapers and their framing of immigration since the “refugee crisis” in 2015. Their 

findings highlight that racist and xenophobic discourses that are proliferated by the far-right 

have gradually seeped through their sampled newspapers (Ekman & Krzyzanowski, 2021). 

They argue that there has been a normalization of the perception of immigration that used to 

be radical, and that includes certain discursive procedures that are part of argumentative 

frames such as “demographic consequences, Islam and Islamisation, threat and integration” 

(Ekman & Krzyzanowski, 2021). The analysis shows a subtle but ongoing shift in the 

immigration discourse. The traditional argumentative frames are becoming normalized, even 

if it is deemed as a “micro level of linguistic realisation”, it is still notable (Ekman & 

Krzyzanowski, 2021). The results show that the Swedish news media are participating in the 

broader European trend where radical ideas become integrated into civil discourse, which 

contributes to what researchers call “borderline discourse” (Ekman & Krzyzanowski, 2021). 

The “borderline discourse” is a blend of radical-right views that integrates into a familiar and 

seemingly legitimate format. It is not always visible and remains evolving, dynamic, and 

complex (Ekman & Krzyzanowski, 2021). The article highlights that such mainstreaming 

from traditional and legacy news media can enhance legitimization among far-right political 

actors and push the boundaries of what is publicly acceptable language. This ultimately 

defines public discourse on immigration in the political and public spheres (Ekman & 

Krzyzanowski, 2021). 

 

Alongside the theme of mainstream and traditional Swedish news media is an empirical study 

by Delmi (Delegation of Migration Studies), which is a committee under the justice 

department. The appointed researchers, Strömbäck et al (2017) explain that the reasoning for 

making the report is due to that during the time, there were debates and surveys done that 

portrayed Swedish people’s distrust in the media reporting about immigration. They 

acknowledge that it could be argued that news media reporting is not the most interesting or 

important forum for knowledge and awareness anymore, as large parts have moved to social 

media. On the other hand, they explain that news articles are often spread through shares 

within social media and cannot be seen as two disparate communication channels (Strömbäck 
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et al., 2017). During this time, there was debate about whether Swedish news media outlets 

were overly positive in their reporting about the effects and consequences of immigration.  

The report includes the legacy newspapers Aftonbladet, Dagens Nyheter, Expressen, and 

Svenska Dagbladet between 2010-2015 and dives deep into to what extent does the chosen 

newspapers report about immigration. Secondly, to what extent is immigration portrayed as 

an issue or an asset for Sweden is part of the research’s aim.  How much is it reported on, how 

it is portrayed as a problem, how is it portrayed as an asset, and lastly, are there differences 

between these newspapers and over time in terms of how immigration in Sweden is reported 

(Strömbäck et al., 2017). 

 

The results show that the majority is about asylum and refugee immigration, whereas family-

related immigration, labor immigration, and re-immigration of Swedish citizens are not taking 

up the same space (Strömbäck et al., 2017). It was also a finding that negative portrayals of 

how immigration affects Sweden were more common than positive ones (Strömbäck et al., 

2017). The most general portrayal was that immigration contributes to weakening social 

cohesion, thereafter that immigration contributes to crime and weakening of the economy 

(Strömbäck et al., 2017). They also find that there are minimal differences between the 

newspapers themselves and which year the reporting was made (Strömbäck et al., 2017). 

  

The report also looks at how news outlets’ reporting is related to official statistics and 

research about immigration and such effects on Sweden. They find evidence that there is a 

gap between the news reporting and the reality that it is portraying when it comes to the 

different types of immigration (Strömbäck et al., 2017). The report acknowledges that it is 

difficult and complex to assess whether news reporting on the impact of immigration in 

Sweden is accurate and portrays a balanced view. However, they provide enough empirical 

support to state that news reporting is more negative in its portrayal of the impact of 

immigration compared to what is warranted by the current research and statistics on the topic 

(Strömbäck et al., 2017). They discuss what the reasons for this may be and bring up already 

established research about media logic, where negativity, issues, and conflict are generally 

seen as having higher news value. The report also acknowledges that the negative bias that is 

presented is not unique for reporting about immigration, as it is a general trend within news 

values and news selections (Strömbäck et al., 2017). Conclusions drawn from the findings of 
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the negative reporting are that it can lead to an overestimation of the actual extent of refugee 

immigration and an underestimation of the other types of immigration when it comes to the 

statistics and numbers of such (Strömbäck et al., 2017). Also, it can lead to an overestimation 

of the costs and issues related to immigration and an underestimation of how immigration 

contributes to Sweden (Strömbäck et al., 2017). 

 

In summary, by doing an extensive literature search, it was found that most literature is about 

conspiracy theories in online environments of social media and forums. The research 

conducted on Swedish alternative far-right news outlets shows they are pushing narratives of 

Islamophobia, racism, and xenophobia (Palmgren et al., 2023). Using the in-group and out-

group narrative of the refugee groups in the article, while highlighting differences in 

geographical location, ethnicity, and religion, could be a fruitful insight when analyzing the 

use of ‘the Great Replacement’ theory within alternative far-rights news reporting. In the 

other studies aimed at legacy news outlets of more traditional and mainstream character, there 

are findings of a shift in discursive framing of immigration. The report by Strömbäck et al 

(2017) shows empirical data of the use of more negative reporting about immigration-related 

topics, and similarly, Ekman & Krzyzanowski (2021) show a mainstreaming effect and a 

normalization of a different discursive language that used to be seen as radical in the legacy 

news media outlets. Even if it is marginal, complex, and dynamic, there are signs of a shift 

according to the empirical data presented (Ekman & Krzyzanowski, 2021). The previous and 

current literature provides insights, data, and material that demonstrate the relevance of 

pursuing research on these topics. 

4. Theoretical framework  

This chapter will present the study’s theoretical framework, which consists of agenda-setting 

theory and framing theory. They are two different theories and concepts, although closely 

related and often used together in media research. They will be used respectively and 

analyzed through each lens, although they have complementary features that will be discussed 

further in the analysis.  
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4.1 Agenda-setting theory 
Agenda-setting theory is one of the most renowned and important theories within mass 

communication research. Prominent contributors to the theory are McCombs and Shaw 

(1972), who were the first to theorize about the phenomenon by researching media agendas 

and the transfer of issue salience. The concept of “transfer of issue salience” is the key finding 

within the first stages of the development of agenda-setting theory. It is known as the first 

level of agenda-setting, where topics that are covered by news media become salient among 

its audience, the public (McCombs & Shaw, 1972). People are vastly different regarding 

interest in political news and will not be equally exposed to the same amount of political 

information, considering different media consumer behaviors, although “most seem to acquire 

it, if at all, without much effort” (McCombs & Shaw, 1972, p.177). The second level of 

agenda-setting theory is about attributes that are used to describe different topics or issues, 

which then become salient in the public’s perception of such (McCombs et al., 1997).  

 

Much of the early agenda-setting research was conducted with traditional newspapers and 

television, which have been evolving since then. Questions have been raised on whether 

agenda-setting effects can be as strong as they have previously shown, considering the 

increase of partisan selective exposure, social media, algorithms, and the overall decline in 

reading actual newspapers. Is it possible that people can be as influenced today, considering 

“virtually unlimited news media choices” (Buturoiu et al., 2023, p.31). Developments of the 

theory include other perspectives from the “top-down processes” that used to be the real 

agenda-setters, where some researchers have been looking at elite-to-non-elite flow to see the 

interactions and relationship between news outlets in setting the agenda (Vargo & Guo, 2017; 

Stern et al., 2020). This has become increasingly more interesting as legacy news media are 

still seen as the agenda-setters, even if they are influenced by other types of media. Such 

sources are indeed alternative news media, which have demonstrated influence on legacy 

media news reporting (Haller et al., 2019).  

 

According to Stern et al (2020), it is still elite newspapers, or quality newspapers, that have 

the strongest agenda-setting power, even if they are influenced by other sources. Since many 

alternative news outlets have smaller audiences, their agenda-setting effect on the overall 

number of audiences may be reflected as lower. However, it is the agenda-setting effects 

between alternative news and legacy media that are of interest in this study. Alternative news 



20 

media often position themselves as watchdogs of mainstream media, arguing that their agenda 

is to show how biased or compromised the legacy media is, which is a development within 

agenda-setting theory. There is an obvious increase in partisan selective exposure, algorithms, 

and melding of agendas where the role of traditional newspaper outlets is stagnating, which 

makes it difficult to assess the strength of agenda-setting today in the way it used to be 

(Buturoiu et al., 2023). The original studies conducted with agenda setting theory on mass 

media communication were different, as it is not a top-down process to the same extent 

anymore, where mainstream and traditional outlets were broadcasting media to the audience 

(Vargo & Guo, 2017).  

This study focuses on online publications of news, as well as alternative media, as possible 

agenda setters. The core concept of agenda-setting theory is the “transfer of issue salience”, 

which is of theoretical relevance for this study.  

4.2 Framing theory 
Framing as a concept provides an understanding of how media and its communication shape 

public perception by influencing, interpreting, and evaluating. One of the most influential 

contributors to framing theory is Entman (1993, who defines it as the following “To frame is 

to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating 

text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral 

evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item described.” (Entman, 1993, p.52).  

Salience in this context is about highlighting information and elevating it to make it stand out 

to the audience by being memorable (Entman, 1993). The procedure for such could be by 

repeating or using strategic placements in the text. Even culturally familiar symbols can be 

used to create salience among the audience. The interaction between the communicating party 

who produces the text and the audience is of interest here, as the relationship between the two 

is at the core. Using related concepts, stereotypes, or categories is a way of integrating the 

salience to the receiver by conforming to their “mentally stored clusters of ideas that guide an 

individual's processing of information” (Entman, 1993, p.52). It entails certain limitations, 

though, as presented frames within a text that can be noticed by the researcher but do not have 

an effect on the receiver or audience. The framing effect will have various results depending 

on what type of framing it is and what type of audience it is. The same logic in framing goes 

for excluding information instead of highlighting (Entman, 1993). A presented analogy in 

Entman's article is originally from Edelman (1993), who describes the social world as a 
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kaleidoscope where there are many different realities that can be altered in the ways that 

observations are framed and categorized.  

  

A specific section in the Entman (1993) article is dedicated to frames in political 

communication. Politicians are competing against other politicians and their frames, as well 

as competing against journalists for control of the news frames (Entman, 1993). The inclusion 

of highlighting and excluding certain aspects is certainly of priority, as framing of a specific 

issue can become narrow and homogenous if both politicians and news outlet uses similar 

frames on the topic (Entman, 1993). In turn, this can cause a lack of credibility when other 

alternatives or perspectives are shed light upon if a dominant, narrow frame has become 

widely accepted in discourse. Ultimately, it can cause a reduction in impact on public opinion 

and policymaking, which makes it an important component of framing (Entman, 1993). This 

is called “affirmative action” can ideologically constrain discourse (Entman, 1993; Entman, 

2007). Frames become visible in media content through various framing devices, which 

include “word choice, metaphors, exemplars, descriptions, arguments, and visual 

images”(Van Gorp, 2007, p.64). Then these types of framing devices are directed toward the 

same underlying idea; they tend to form a manifest part of a framing package, which is 

unified by a central organizing theme, which is the actual frame. Van Gorp (2007) describes 

framing packages from a perspective of cultural phenomena as the central theme, which could 

be a narrative, an archetype, or a mythical figure. Viewing different framing devices as a 

framing package is a way of organizing and researching the usage of framing. Framing theory 

offers a way of describing the power of a communicating text, which can have implications 

for discourse, public opinion, and policymaking. Within framing devices and packages, there 

are classifications of different types of frames. The typology between them, made by de 

Vreese (2005), was classified to avoid using ‘frames’ or ‘framing’ as a catch-all phrase. The 

two distinctions within framing are generic news frames and issue-specific news frames. De 

Vreeses’ typology of news frames, together with two other sources (Neuman et al., 1992; 

Semetko & Valkenburg, 2000), were combined into an overview describing the differences, 

see table 1.  
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Table 1. Overview of frame typology 

Category Issue-Specific Frames Generic Frames 

Definition 

 

 

 

Scope 

 

 

 

 

 

Example 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advantage 

Narrative structures,    

customized to fit a particular 

topic. 

 

 

Limited to certain contexts. 

News stories of particular 

issues or themes. 

 

 

Women’s movements, labour 

disputes. Words: ‘talk’, ‘fight’, 
‘impasse’, ‘crisis’ (de Vreese, 

2005, p.56) 

 

 

 

Detailed insights how media 

shapes public understandings 

of specific topics. 

    Broad storytelling, applicable 

for a wide range of news 

topics. 

 

 

Wide applicability, through 

time and place.  

 

 

 

Conflict, economic impact, 

human interest, 
responsibility, morality 

(Semetko & Valkenburg, 

2000). Words: ‘human’, 

‘impact’, ‘powerlessness’, 

‘economics’ (Neuman et al., 

1992, p.63). 

 

Ability to compare media 

coverage through outlets, 

time, countries etc.  

   

 

By applying and using framing theory in research, de Vreese (2005) argues that it is important 

to investigate both the frame-building and the frame-setting (p.52). The frame-building refers 

to the actors that shape the structure of news frames. The internal factors within journalism 

influence how both journalists and media outlets are framing issues (de Vreese, 2005). The 

external factors also have a crucial role in the process, as frame-building is created through 

interactions between journalists, social movements, and influential elites (de Vreese, 2005). 

What is then produced, and the results of this interaction, are the development of frames that 

appear within news content. The effects of framing are shown in the frame-setting, which is 

the interaction between “media frames and individuals’ prior knowledge and 

predispositions”(de Vreese, 2005, p.52). To visualize the process, a model is presented by de 

Vreese (2005) about frame-building and frame-setting, see figure 1. 

 

 

 



23 

Figure 1. Visual model of news framing proposed by de Vreese (2005, p.52).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note. Adapted from “News Framing: Theory and Typology,” by C. H. de Vreese, 2005, Information Design 

Journal + Document Design, 13(1), p. 52. 

 

The frame-building aspect is of interest for this study. De Vreese (2005) argues that media 

frames can be studied as both independent and dependent variables. However, as for being the 

dependent variable, that would include the outcome of the production, including 

“organizational pressures, journalistic routines, and elite discourse” (p.52). These aspects lay 

the foundation for the theoretical framework of framing in this study.  

 

Agenda-setting theory in combination with framing can provide insights as to what the media 

is highlighting or choosing to report about, whereas the framing aspect is how the chosen 

topic is presented. The agenda-setting theory provides the ability to carry out an assessment 

on what topics are prominent within the media, and through framing theory, the media can 

emphasize attributes, as mentioned above, by legitimizing or delegitimizing such attributes. 

The use of moral correctness, rationality, or credibility to legitimize a view, a narrative, or 

such. Whereas the other way around, delegitimize by highlighting conflict, negative 

consequences, or divergence. The process of frame-building and what types of frames are 

used will be assessed in the methodology as well as in the analysis.  

 

 

 

Framing in the newsroom  

-Internal factors  

(editorial policies, news 

values)  

- External factors 

Frame-building 

Frames in the news 

 

- Issue-specific frames 

- Generic frames  

Frame-setting 

Framing effects 

- Information 

processing effects  

- Attitudinal effects  

- Behavioral effects 
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5. Methodology  

5.1 Research approach 
This study aims to investigate the prevalence of the conspiracy theory, ‘the Great 

Replacement’, within Swedish news media outlets. An overview of the extent of published 

coverage, by which outlets and media types, including fluctuations over the time frame, 

relates to the first research questions of RQ1a) and b). It is followed by an analysis of finding 

framing patterns, identifying discursive strategies, and comparing media types is the next set 

of questions. It firstly provides a contextual foundation to bring structure and clarity, then 

proceeds to an analysis of qualitative findings. The method of choice is primarily qualitative, 

focusing on analysing content, complemented by a smaller-scale set of numerical data, which 

is analysed by using quantitative descriptive statistics.  

A hybrid approach towards reasoning is adopted, combining both inductive and deductive 

features. The initial phases were based on a deductive approach, where existing theories about 

media framing, agenda-setting, and conspiracy theories contributed to the research questions 

and initial structure. However, as the data was collected and analysed, the findings suggested 

new patterns and insights that were not accounted for initially. This provided for an inductive 

approach, allowing the data itself to guide the development of the research. This combination 

allows for flexibility to discover new patterns or perspectives within the data. It can therefore 

remain grounded in established theory and result in a more comprehensive understanding of 

how ‘the Great replacement’ conspiracy theory exists in Swedish news media.  

5.2 Method of choice 
The research design is, first and foremost, a qualitative content analysis that is supplemented 

with descriptive statistical elements. To investigate how ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy 

theory is and has been communicated in Swedish media, its presence over time, and how it 

has evolved through different types of media outlets, this was the appropriate analytical 

approach. It focuses on context as well as interpretations, and the research questions are 

formulated in such a way as to be either explorative or descriptive. The choice for a 

qualitative content analysis supported by a numerical data analysis was guided by Kuckartz 

and Rädiker (2023). They describe the method as “the systematic and methodologically 

controlled scientific analysis of texts, pictures, films, and other contents of 

communication[…] At the centre of qualitative analyses are categories in which all the 
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material relevant to the research question(s) is coded[…] the analysis is primarily qualitative 

but can also integrate quantitative-statistical evaluations; it can be both category-oriented and 

case-oriented”(p.21).  

This study takes a primarily category-oriented approach, analysing a large set of articles from 

multiple sources, aiming to seek patterns across texts and create categories among them. The 

interest lies in what is said and how often, as well as unique cases or news story developments 

to provide depth and complexity. The process of conducting the QCA will be discussed in the 

following sections.  

5.3 Material and data collection  
The articles were sourced from the website “Retriever Research” (Mediearkivet). It is a digital 

news outlet archive, which involves both printed and online sources. To identify relevant 

media articles, the chosen keyword was “folkutbyt*”. The search term, folkutbyte, is the 

Swedish translation of ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory and is the most common 

way that the concept is referred to in Sweden. The asterisk (*) enables the search to capture 

all variations of the original word “folkutbyte” which is the noun form, so when adding the 

asterisk, it can also search for “folkutbytet” which is the definite form. The search was limited 

to headlines and leads to ensure the relevance of the articles and to prioritize articles and text 

where the theory is more of a central theme rather than briefly mentioned in the light of 

something else. The chosen time frame for deriving the articles is from the period 2015-01-01 

until 2025-01-01. It was also limited to “web”, removing sources from TV, radio, etc. The 

limitations were also drawn to only find articles in Swedish, as the other language available is 

Finnish.  

In total, there were 1,176 articles found in Retriever, where chronicles are included. In the 

search criteria, there is no option to remove chronicles, opinion pieces, debate articles, etc. It 

is not clearly stated whether it is a news article or a chronicle, even though many newspapers 

have strict acknowledgments on their websites. While the original research design was aimed 

at only focusing on news articles, they were inevitably included in the data extraction. 

Considering that chronicles or opinion pieces are typically rich in discursive strategies and 

offer valuable insights into how media outlets construct frames and present controversial 

topics, a choice was made to keep them. These opinion stances provide for a broader 

understanding of the framing of the conspiracy theory. By keeping the chronicles, the 
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research provides a more comprehensive view of how the conspiracy theory has been 

discussed and its prevalence in Swedish media, having both factual reporting and subjective 

interpretations. The inclusion of chronicles aligns with the broader aim of analysing how the 

conspiracy theory has been portrayed as well as how media outlets seek to legitimize or 

delegitimize it. Clear distinctions between them have been made to avoid confusion.  

5.4 Sampling  
Out of all of the 1176 articles, not all were eligible for the analysis. Through the process of 

reading the articles, 67 articles and chronicles were removed from the list. The reasoning for 

this is clear: they did not fit the scope for this study. Some articles did not include the word or 

similar formulations of “folkutbyt*”, as the Retriever media archive selected articles that were 

on the same website page as other articles that included the word. There were also poems, 

quizzes, books, and movie reviews, which were omitted. The majority of articles were 

removed because there was no access to them. They were either deleted or behind a paywall. 

Therefore, no articles from Sydsvenskan were included in the material, as every article was 

subscription-based and Retriever could not access the texts. In some cases, there were 

duplicates, which were then also removed. Some included articles were links to podcasts or 

government protocols, which were also deemed unfit for the scope.  

A lot of articles were combined in the extracted file from Retriever, providing a list of the 

same article by the same journalist, only published by different newspapers. These instances 

were mostly linked to the author TT (Tidningarnas Telegrambyrå), which is a widely used 

news agency in Sweden. A significant proportion of the articles are attributed to TT and were 

put into a separate file at first. The extracted material file from Retriever included the article 

in its entirety from one source, mostly, and then provided a list with the same content 

provided by different news outlets. To avoid overrepresentation of identical content, only one 

article per TT publication was used in the qualitative analysis. In the instances where TT is 

the accredited author alongside a journalist from the media outlet, some editorial changes may 

have been made and were analysed qualitatively as well. On two other occasions, there was a 

duplicate article and one duplicate chronicle. These were analysed once each, yet included in 

the numerical data. In the numerical data analysis, all publications are included to provide 

relevance for the frequency data. This approach ensured that the analysis had access to the 

content while maintaining a manageable dataset size. Ultimately, the number of articles and 
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chronicles that were analysed qualitatively was 984, with a total of 1109 articles and 

chronicles in the numerical data.  

5.5 Numerical data method 
To enhance the understanding of trends and patterns in Swedish media outlets, descriptive 

statistics will be provided. A year-on-year percentage change provides a quantitative view of 

trends, which allows for nuances regarding the scope, scale, and patterns in the data. There is 

also a descriptive element between how many articles versus chronicles have been published 

throughout the years, as well as a description of which media outlets have published the most 

articles about the topic. In addition to analysing them separately, a combined dataset with 

both articles and chronicles was created to capture the total volume of published material. To 

see trends and patterns, solely isolating the two types of media coverage could lead to 

potentially missing nuances in the changes. For the year-on-year percentage changes, it was 

manually calculated by using a formula in Excel: 

 

𝑁𝑒𝑤 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 − 𝑂𝑙𝑑 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒

𝑂𝑙𝑑 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒
 𝑥 100 

This calculation made it possible to track relative increases or decreases in publication 

frequency between the years. Regarding the formula of increases throughout the years, to 

quantify the overall change in the number of articles and chronicles published in the time 

span, the total percentage was calculated using a similar formula as the one above: 

 

𝐹𝑖𝑛𝑎𝑙 𝑣𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒 − 𝐼𝑛𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑎𝑙 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒

𝐼𝑛𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑎𝑙 𝑉𝑎𝑙𝑢𝑒
 𝑥 100 

In addition to the calculations of publications per year, pivot tables in Excel were used to 

generate other numerical data. This allows for a structured summary of the articles and 

chronicles, to efficiently summarize and compare between media types. The pivot tables were 

also converted to pivot diagrams (graphs) for a visual presentation of the trends over time. No 

statistical software was used for this process or in the study. All quantitative calculations and 

visualizations were executed in Excel by using a basic formula shown above, as well as pivot 

tables.  
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5.6 Categories, codes, and themes  
Within the literature of QCA, there are differences regarding the terminology and use of 

categories, codes, and themes. Sometimes, both code and category are used synonymously, 

and sometimes they are argued to be different, as they could be used to establish a 

chronological order (Kuckartz and Rädiker, 2023, p.39). The difference between code and 

category within this study is the structural system and its use. Depending on the research 

question, it will be created differently. The coding of the text segments will generate the 

different categories, which form the structural system of the method. The definitions of such 

categories and sub-categories will be presented below as the process is deductive-inductive 

category development.  

5.6.1 Coding scheme and categorization process 
First of all, each news media outlet was categorized into a media type. This was made through 

ideological positioning and institutional status. The thought process of this categorization is 

based on previous research, the newspaper’s descriptions, together with a delimitation made 

by the author. The categories are alternative right, alternative left, mainstream, mainstream 

public service, advocacy journalism, and other.  

For both the alternative right and left, the classification has been made for several reasons. 

Some formal characteristics of alternative media are the media is run as a non-profit and non-

commercial organization, is characterized by collective ownership and decision-making, 

small-scale, niche, criticizes established media, portrays neglected stories, give space to 

marginalized voices, support social movements and reports on radical culture or oppositional 

politics (Rauch, 2015). Alternative media do not have to include all of these features to be 

classified as alternative, although some must be present. It is related to both produced content 

and its institutional features (Rauch, 2015). The difference between the alternative right and 

left can at first glance be straightforward, seeming to be the ideological differences. However, 

there are a few things to acknowledge. The difference in economic ideology of left-right is the 

first step to categorization, and then partisan alignment. This is also of importance within the 

mainstream media category. The left-right distinctions do not fully capture cultural or 

identity-related positions, which is why other dimensions, such as the GAL-TAN dimension, 

entered the field of classifying different political affiliations and parties in the European 

context. GAL stands for Green-Alternative-Libertarian, and TAN stands for Traditional-

Authoritarian-Libertarian (Hooghe et al., 2002). Even though it is mostly used to identify 



29 

political parties, it could be useful in terms of affiliations that are not as straightforward as the 

economic left-right scale.  

Some of the media outlets were classified in articles used in the literature review, such as in 

the article by Palmgren et al (2023), which categorized Fria Tider and Samhällsnytt as 

alternative right. It is based on having right-wing ideological ties and is associated with 

challenging mainstream narratives, as well as fitting into the formal characteristics by Rauch 

(2015). In an article by Strömbäck et al (2017), Aftonbladet, Dagens Nyheter, Expressen, and 

Svenska Dagbladet were labelled as legacy newspapers, which is often referred to as such 

because it was established before digital media institutions. Legacy newspapers are 

categorized as mainstream media in this study. The mainstream outlets have different 

ideological standpoints, which are clearly stated at their respective websites, and their 

chronicles are based on ideology. In the mainstream category, mainstream public service is 

also an option as it differs in terms of funding and ideology compared to other outlets.  

The fourth category is advocacy journalism, which is outlets that are mission-driven and 

promote a cause. These outlets are characterized by being transparent in their intentions. An 

example of such is Expo, which is a Swedish magazine and non-profit foundation that 

explicitly identifies with an anti-racist orientation. The primary aim of the magazine is to 

investigate and expose far-right, racist, and anti-democratic movements (Expo, n.d). It holds 

an established role within the Swedish media landscape as it is frequently cited in both 

academia and mainstream media. The ideological position is neither left nor right (Expo, n.d), 

and therefore fits into the category of advocacy journalism.  

Lastly, the category other is not a preferred solution as it functions as a “catch-all” expression, 

however, the choice was made to have a focus on mainstream media and alternative media. 

The ‘other’ group of media outlets is used for those that do not adhere to conventional 

journalistic norms or have clear ideological profiles. A couple of local newspapers are part of 

the ‘other’ category, as well as such with religious stances. See full codebook in Appendix 1. 

The framing codes were pre-determined by using the theoretical framework examples of 

issue-specific and generic frames, as well as results from previous research and literature.  
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Table 2. Framing codes and descriptions  

Frame Description 

Censorship 

 

Conflict  

 

Demographic Panic 

 

 

Dismiss 

 

 
Establishment  

 

 

Neutral  

 

Normalization  

 

Statistical Frame  

Emphasizes suppression of speech 

 

Harm, oppression, polarization 

 

Emphasis on fears about population dynamics  

 

Downplaying or rejecting the conspiracy 

theory 

 

Upholding status quo, authority, mainstream 
institutions  

 

Balanced, objective tone 

 

Presenting it as common or acceptable  

 

Use of numbers, data, and graphs to construct 

an argument or appearance of objectivity 

  

 

The conflict frame is almost a default frame in every article, as the nature of a conspiracy 

theory is of a power structure that is causing harm or oppression. The conflict frame can also 

relate to the conflict of polarization, as the conspiracy theory has a focus on a division 

between groups of people. The frames of normalization, statistical frame, demographic panic, 

censorship, and establishment can reveal how potentially misleading or false information is 

presented. These can detect disinformation and misinformation within the articles and portray 

how such is constructed, normalized, and reinforced in the texts by using such frames.  

The next set of frames was coded to determine the discourse of each article, whether it is 

legitimizing, delegitimizing, or having a neutral stance regarding the conspiracy theory. In 

this study, discourse is not used in the tradition of critical discourse analysis (CDA). Here, 

discourse is understood in a more focused sense, as a way of framing and organizing meaning 

in media texts. It is the concept of discourse frames that aims to capture the overall 

positioning of the texts.  
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Table 3. Overview of discourse frames 

Frame type Language characteristics      Example phrase 

Legitimize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegitimize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neutral 

 

 

 

 

Positive, supportive, 

conclusive, decisive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Negative, dismissive, critical, 

undermine credibility or 

validity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factual, balanced, non-emotive 

    “ Tidöpartiernas beslut att inte 

stoppa utfärdandet av 

medborgarskap under tiden som 

skärpta regler för 

medborgarskap utreds har lett 

till kritik. Många anser att 

strängare villkor borde införas 

omgående för att säkerställa att 

kraven för att bli svensk 

medborgare är tillräckligt höga 

och att folkutbytet faktiskt 

bromsar in.”[The decision of 

the Tidö parties not to stop 

issuing citizenship while stricter 

rules for citizenship are being 

investigated has led to criticism. 

Many believe that stricter 

conditions should be introduced 

immediately to ensure that the 

requirements for becoming a 

Swedish citizen are high enough 

and that the population 

replacement actually slows 

down.] (Fria Tider, August 30, 

2024).  
 

 

 

 

 

“Till detta kan läggas att ledande 

SD-politiker luftat 

konspirationsteorin om att en 

"elit" vill genomföra ett 

"folkutbyte".”[To this can be 

added that leading SD politicians 

have aired the conspiracy theory 

that an "elite" wants to carry out a 

"people replacement".] 
(Aftonbladet, October 17, 2024) 

 

 

“NMR rörde sig från Stora Torget 

över ån längs med Svandammen. 

På banderollen står det "Stoppa 

folkutbytet".”  
 [NMR moved from Stora Torget 

across the river along 

Svandammen. The banner says 

“Stop the people replacement”.] 
(Upsala Nya Tidning, September 

23, 2023) 
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Each discourse frame is categorized as either legitimizing, delegitimizing, or neutral, 

depending on how the content represents and evaluates the conspiracy theory. This allows for 

a way to identify patterns in how different media outlets contribute to either reinforcing, 

challenging, or neutrally reporting on the narrative without requiring a CDA framework. The 

concept of discourse is used as an analytical tool to assess how meaning is constructed. The 

neutral framing discourse should only be used when it has clear neutrality criteria. It is the use 

of distancing language such as “claim”, “believe”, “argue”, “allege”, for example. The overall 

tone should be objective and descriptive, and can use attributes to source others. While a 

quote might do that, there could be hints of subtle delegitimizing or legitimizing language. In 

ambiguous cases, additional information will be provided to ensure coherent coding. 

5.7 Analytical process 
Each news article was categorized into a media type and then coded for frame and framing 

discourse. Together with the title, name of the media outlet, the publication date, a quote from 

the article that includes the word ’folkutbyt*’ in various forms was also included. Due to the 

large number of articles, the coding process had to be limited. While every article and 

chronicle has been read in its entirety, it is the quotes that are used to capture when the word 

“folkutbyte” in some variations has been detected. These are primarily used to derive the 

categorization and coding choices. It ensures that the classification is clear and traceable, and 

enables the coding process and analysis to be further distinct. Every article has a column for 

“comments” where the additional information or explanation is displayed, depending on 

whether the coding had to be further clarified or any type of contextual information to ensure 

transparency in the coding process. The primary methodological approach is therefore to 

extract and analyse direct quotes from the media outlets and their provided texts, although the 

full article context is essential in many cases to ensure accurate and nuanced coding. Frames 

to unrelated topics within the same article were excluded. This ensured that all coded material 

remained relevant to how ‘folkutbyte’ and its associated narratives were framed while still 

allowing for a broader contextual analysis when appropriate.  

Another column states certain “mentions” that are in the text. This was added to capture 

contextual elements, considering that the coding for frame and discourse is related to the 

quotes within the article. The “mentions” column is used to identify key names, places, 

organizations, or other notable elements that are relevant in the broader context of how the 

conspiracy theory is portrayed. While these mentions are not always directly tied to the 
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specific quote where the conspiracy theory is explicitly discussed, they often contribute to 

framing the setting, actors, or narrative environment in which the theory is embedded.  

Although there are names, places, or other words in the articles that are not added to the 

‘mentions’ column, even if they appear. The choice between being added or not relies on 

interpretation as well as based on the background section and previous literature, which can 

provide meaningful information to the context. It also relies on what other articles are 

discussing and mentioning to meet the analytical aims of this study. The emphasis is on 

analytical relevance, and the selective approach was guided by the research questions, rather 

than comprehensiveness. It does not provide a full inventory of every name, place, 

organization, or similar subject and is a curated set of contextual cues. This relates to the next 

chapter on limitations and possible weaknesses.  

In summary, the use of qualitative content analysis allows for a systematic yet flexible 

interpretation of the textual material by focusing on the presence and patterns of meaning 

within the content. It is useful for identifying how specific narratives are constructed and 

spread. The research questions have guided the choice of method and are complemented by 

the theoretical perspectives of framing theory and agenda-setting theory. The agenda-setting 

theory assists in trying to understand how media coverage contributes to the salience, which is 

covered by the numerical data method. Framing theory assists in uncovering how Swedish 

media outlets define and present the conspiracy theory. The framing discourse also 

contributes to understanding how agenda-setting could function in practice. It serves as a 

complementary layer to the agenda-setting theory by showing what aspects are made salient 

and how this salience aligns with ideological or editorial positioning. It goes beyond whether 

something is covered or not, but examines how it is covered. The method of choice is also 

guided by the aim of this study, as the first two questions are about the extent of the coverage, 

which is supported by the numerical data method. The other four questions relate to the 

qualitative content analysis method, where the aim is to examine patterns of framing.  

5.8 Limitations 
In every study, there are limitations and methodological considerations that could affect the 

outcome and interpretations. The large number of articles was collected, sorted, and analysed 

based on the specific search term ‘folkutbyt*’, which is restricted to headlines and leads. This 

means, of course, that relevant content using different terminology or discussing the theory 
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more implicitly may have been excluded. Also, since there were articles that were behind 

paywalls or had been removed, which would have been part of the dataset, it could affect the 

representativeness. Especially concerning the newspaper Sydsvenskan. The context is also a 

limitation, as it is set for Swedish news media outlets, restricted to web publications. The web 

publications were a deliberate choice because of the possibilities to look at alternative media, 

which do not have printed newspapers. It is also limited to a period of ten years, which could 

miss contextual or gradual changes from the years before 2015. The selected period should 

provide a sufficiently broad scope to observe trends or possible discursive shifts, and at the 

same time be limited to allow for an in-depth analysis. There is also a limitation as to how the 

articles and their quotes have been derived. Some articles provide the word ‘folkutbyt*’ in 

some variation only once, whereas some mention it several or many times. Every article has 

been read thoroughly, and each quote has been extracted afterwards. The selected quotes are 

based on their relevance to the framing analysis and prioritized those where it was discussed, 

framed, or positioned in the text. Some sequences are combined into a single quote to 

preserve the contextual meaning and to avoid fragmentation. The focus is on the immediate 

framing of the conspiracy theory and does not account for wider rhetorical or ideological 

frames.  

A central limitation of this study is the coding process. The researcher’s subjective role in the 

coding process must be provided for and is a clear limitation. The interpretative judgments 

and choices have been made throughout the entire coding process and analysis, as no 

intercoder reliability was used. While being guided through the theoretical framework and 

literature, the objectivity of coding and categorization could differ if conducted by another 

researcher. There were efforts made to maintain consistency and transparency in the coding 

scheme and categorization process to be able to showcase reliability. As an example, in the 

data file with the extracted articles, the quotes are aligned next to the columns with the frames 

and discourse, and the media outlet’s name and source are further away from the quote. By 

minimizing the datafile so that the media outlet’s name is not shown, and thereafter only 

analysing the quote through the frames and discourse, has been done as a preventative 

measure throughout the coding process. Such efforts are supposed to eliminate bias and 

subjectivity that lead to skewed results. Also, the definitions of codes were documented and 

continuously cross-checked. As always, for qualitative research, it inherently involves 

interpretation, and some variation is inevitable. The pre-understandings of the researcher may 
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affect the results (Esaisson et al., 2024), which is why this is addressed. This study aims to 

strive for analytical transparency rather than full replicability.  

It should also be addressed that all empirical data have been processed in Swedish, then cited 

in Swedish in the analysis alongside an English translation. This is a disclaimer regarding 

linguistic nuances and tones that are detected in the Swedish language, which can be difficult 

to directly translate. A contextualized translation has been appropriate in the analysis and is 

made by the author. When there is an emphasis in the original wording where tone is crucial 

to understand the basis for categorization and coding, the limitations of the translation will be 

addressed. For the translation from Swedish to English with the word “folkutbyte”, it has been 

translated to “population replacement” with variations. While “population exchange” is also 

an applicable translation, “population replacement” more accurately captures the 

conspiratorial connotations embedded in ‘the Great Replacement’. 

5.9 Ethical considerations 
This study analyses publicly available texts, including newspaper articles, opinion pieces, and 

chronicles. The individuals referenced include politicians and journalists, who are considered 

public figures and whose statements are in the public sphere. Ethical considerations related to 

privacy are, therefore, limited. Some included material in the dataset is authored by private 

individuals. These texts, as chronicles or opinion pieces, have been published in both 

mainstream and alternative media outlets, which indicates consent for public dissemination. 

 The study engages with texts that discuss sensitive and potentially distressing events, such as 

terrorist attacks, as well as content that contains antisemitic and racist rhetoric. Recognizing 

the emotional and social impact of such material, the research approaches these texts with 

distance. The analysis focuses on how such material and its discourse are framed while not 

intending to reproduce or legitimize harmful stances. Offensive content is only cited for 

analytical purposes when necessary. It is contextualized clearly to avoid misinterpretation or 

harm for anyone reading or affected by such. 

5.10 Disclaimer on terminology  
The term news article is used throughout this study to describe texts published by both 

mainstream and alternative media outlets. Within the alternative media outlets, the boundary 

between news reporting and opinion-based content is often unclear, as articles sometimes 

miss proper labels or are clearly distinguished by genre. Therefore, some of the texts 
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categorized as news articles may reflect editorial and/or ideological perspectives. There is a 

risk that texts may contain misinformation or disinformation, whether it is unintentional or 

intentional. This must be considered when interpreting the findings, especially concerning 

how frames are constructed and legitimized in such media environments. There may therefore 

be quotes from articles that are related to the previous section on ethical considerations, as 

well as containing misinformation or disinformation.  

6. Results and analysis   

There are two different sections within the results and analysis. The first section presents the 

results with numerical data and quantitative results. This aims to provide an overview of how 

the conspiracy theory, ‘the Great Replacement’, has been covered in both news articles and 

chronicles, which acts as a baseline for an understanding of the extent. It is followed by a 

section of the qualitative content analysis, which goes into the content of the articles to 

examine their use of different frames. The numerical data will be interpreted in the discussion 

together with the findings from the QCA.  

6.1 Number of articles and chronicles over time  
The total number of published articles and chronicles there are 1109 in total during the time 

span. Between 2015 and 2024, the number of articles and chronicles mentioning any variation 

of the word “folkutbyte”, the Swedish term for ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory, 

has generally increased throughout the years. The results from the formula used to calculate 

frequency with year-on-year percentage change are provided in Table 4.  

Table 4. Percentage changes in publications of articles and chronicles  

 

Year Articles A% Chronicles C% Articles + 

Chronicles 

A+C% 

2015 2 - 4 - 6 - 

2016 4 100% 1 -75% 5 -16% 

2017 4 0.00% 3 +200% 7 +40% 

2018 16 300% 7 +133.3% 23 +228.57% 

2019 47 +193.75% 24 +242.86% 71 +208.7 
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2020 31 -34.04% 11 -54.17% 42 -40.85% 

2021 92 +96.77% 37 +236.36% 129 +207.14% 

2022 115 +25% 77 +108.11% 192 +48.84% 

2023 160 +39.13% 146 +89.61% 306 +59.38% 

2024 125 -21.88% 202 +38.36% 328 +7.19% 

Note. Number of articles = 596. Number of chronicles = 512. Total: 1109. Time frame: 2015-01-01 to 2025-01-

01 

Table 4 shows the year-on-year percentage changes in the number of articles, which show that 

in 2015-2017 it starts as low and then shows a rapid increase, especially in 2018, with a 300% 

increase. It further intensifies in 2019, fluctuates and declines in 2020, followed by a 

stabilized and modest increase in the period between 2022-2023. A decrease is then seen 

throughout 2024.  The frequency of chronicles shows a sharp decline in the first years of 

2015-2016 with -75%, followed by a steep increase between 2017-2019. In 2020, there was a 

temporary decline, which was met by a stronger increase in the years after, and continued to 

increase at a rather stable frequency. The aggregated year-on-year percentage change shows a 

significant increase in the published material between 2018 and 2019. It is followed by a 

noticeable negative trend for every type in 2020. After that, the publishing starts to increase 

again, though with varying frequencies. The aggregate with articles and chronicles has a more 

consistent trend with less intense fluctuations. This represents the general representation of 

media coverage with the word “folkutbyte” throughout 2015-2024, see figure 2 for 

visualization.  
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Figure 2. Annual frequency of articles and chronicles 

 

Note. The bars represent the numbers of articles published from 2015-01-01 and 2025-01-01 (scale 0-180). 

N:1109 

The overall increase in articles and chronicles is also of interest. From 2015 to 2024, it is 

substantial with an increase of +5367%. The formula provided in the methods section was 

used to calculate this figure, as the number of articles and chronicles in 2024 (328) was 

subtracted from the number of articles in 2015 (6), divided by six, and multiplied by 100 to 

derive the percentage change of 5367%.  

The distribution between articles and chronicles shows differences in how each format is used 

by the media outlets, see Table 5. Media outlets categorized as alternative right, mainstream 

public service, advocacy journalism, and other tend to publish a higher volume of articles 

compared to chronicles. In contrast, alternative left and mainstream sources have published a 

greater number of chronicles.   
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Table 5. Distribution of articles and chronicles by media type  

Media type Articles Chronicles 

Alternative Left 92 107 

Alternative Right 142 47 

Mainstream 241 308 

Mainstream Public Service 9 2 

Advocacy Journalism 52 16 

Other 60 32 

Note. Total number of articles = 596. Total number of chronicles = 512. Time frame 2015-2025. 

Within each category, there are specific outlets that are more active in their publication 

compared to others. The full list of outlets and their respective number of publications is 

found in Appendix 2. Table 6 shows the prominent news outlets in each category of media 

type and the number of published articles and chronicles.  

Table 6. Prominent news outlets within each media type 

Media type News outlet Articles News outlet Chronicles 

Alternative Left ETC 53 ETC 45 

Alternative Right Fria Tider 52 Samhällsnytt 18 

Mainstream Dagens Nyheter 33 Dagens 

Nyheter 

75 

Mainstream Public 

Service 

SVT Nyheter 5 Sveriges Radio 2 

Advocacy Journalism Expo 39 Expo 8 

Other Nyheter24 9 Helagotland 7 

 

In summary, the number of publications that include ‘the Great replacement' conspiracy 

theory has increased throughout the years 2015-2025. Starting with a low starting point of 

one-digit numbers to three-digit numbers in 2024, show the extent how which the conspiracy 

theory has been covered and answer RQ1a) To what extent has ‘the Great Replacement’ 

conspiracy theory been covered in Swedish news media over the past ten years?.  
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The prominence and salience of the topic did shift across time, especially in the mid-term of 

the time frame. The year 2020 showed a declining trend, which was followed by a steady 

offset. The topic has become more salient during the ten-year period, as the overall percentage 

change is +5367% from 2015 to 2025, which is an answer to RQ1b) In what ways has the 

prominence or salience of the topic shifted across time and media types?. It is the mainstream 

media and alternative left outlets that have published the most texts that include the 

conspiracy theory. Further interpretations and analyses of the provided results will be in the 

discussion.  

6.2 Qualitative content analysis 
There are 984 articles and chronicles included in the content analysis. The duplicates and 

identical articles were redacted to be analysed only time. The analysis is structured around 

media type, which begins with alternative news sources, followed by mainstream and public 

service, concluding with advocacy journalism and other sources. This order is based on 

RQ2a), which aims to answer how the conspiracy theory is framed. By first analysing 

alternative media, it aims to identify the frames that are used in outlets that can reflect radical 

or oppositional politics, as well as having a critical stance towards established media. 

Mainstream outlets and public service is analysed thereafter, which are part of the public 

sphere with broader audience reach and editorial standards and norms, which are central for 

understanding framing shifts over time. Then the advocacy journalism media type is analysed 

to see what frames are used from an activist standpoint, and ending with the “other” category 

to capture potential outliers.  

6.2.1 Alternative left news articles  
The news articles published by alternative left media outlets were not straightforward to 

categorize as news articles. Different formulations of debates, opinion pieces, chronicles, and 

actual news occurred frequently. It required attentiveness, as some did not have clear 

disclaimers or labels for such.  

Those categorized as news articles are a representative sample with the frame of being 

dismissive of the conspiracy theory. In the first couple of years of the provided time span, 

there is not an abundance of articles as there is only one between 2015-2018. An article from 

the newspaper FriaTidningen, which then became Tidningen Syre. It is about the annual 

bookfair in Gothenburg, where culture workers demanded it to be a “nazi free book fair”, the 

conspiracy theory is brought up in the following quote:  
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“Under lördagen samlades också ett 20-tal nazister från Nordiska motståndsrörelsen utanför 

Bokmässan för att dela ut flygblad där man uppmanade allmänheten att “stoppa 

främlingsinvasionen” och varnade för att “nationen utplånas genom folkutbyte”.” 

 [On Saturday, about 20 Nazis from the Nordic Resistance Movement also gathered outside 

the Book Fair to hand out flyers urging the public to "stop the foreign invasion" and warning 

that "the nation will be wiped out through population replacement."] (Fria Tidningen, 27 

September, 2016).  

In this quote, the word “folkutbyte” is concerning what the author describes as nazis who 

belong to the group NMR, who showed up at the book fair. This insinuates that ‘folkutbyte’ is 

part of these people’s and this group’s antisemitic ideology, which is a negative portrayal. It is 

therefore categorized as a conflict and dismissive frame, as well as delegitimizing the 

conspiracy theory. The quotation marks can be used to indicate reporting speech, which 

signals that it is reporting on someone else’s use of the term, or to serve as a contextual 

clarification to make it clear that the term is controversial or charged. After this article, there 

are no publications until 2019, and it is related to terrorists and terrorist attacks, as ‘the Great 

Replacement’ conspiracy theory has been found in manifestos: 

“'De idéer som terroristen i Christchurch stödde sig på finns även i Sverige.  

Konspirationsteorin om att det pågår folkutbyte används både av propagandasajter och 

politiker. - Idéerna har fäste i den svenska radikalhögern, säger Morgan Finnsiö på stiftelsen 

Expo.” 

 

[The ideas that the terrorist in Christchurch relied on are also found in Sweden. 

The conspiracy theory that there is a population replacement is used by both propaganda sites 

and politicians. - The ideas have taken root in the Swedish radical right, says Morgan Finnsiö 

at the Expo Foundation.] (ETC, March 18, 2019) 

 

This quote from ETC is clear in its conflict and dismissive frame, as well as a delegitimizing 

discourse. The terrorist attack in Christchurch is referred to by many articles in ETC 

publications. In this particular article, the terrorist attack in Trollhättan is also mentioned as it 

was inspired by the Christchurch terrorist. The conflict frame here relates to the conspiracy 

theory that was used by a terrorist, which has now become prominent in Sweden among 

politicians and propaganda sites, which is portrayed negatively. The quote includes a 

commentary from Morgan Finnsiö at Expo, which promotes the delegitimization statement by 

the author and concludes the frame.  
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From 2020 onwards, there has been an influx of published articles. Terrorist attacks, such as 

the one in Christchurch, continue to be mentioned. The articles between 2020-2021 are now 

reporting on the conspiracy theory in relation to the Sweden Democrats (SD), its political 

leader, and other related politicians within the party. Along with SD, Alternative for Sweden 

(AFS), Det Fria Sverige (DSF), and NMR (as mentioned earlier) are common political parties 

and organizations often mentioned in the articles alongside SD and “folkutbyte”.  

There are a few articles that have been categorized as neutral during this time period, as 

dismissal and delegitimization are the overarching themes. The following example is neutral 

with additional comments.  

“Projektet Svenska zoner driver idén om att det pågår ett folkutbyte, att svenskarna snart 

kommer att vara i minoritet i sitt eget land. Projektet vänder sig till "svenska patrioter" som 

vill ta kontroll, i lokala "maktherravälden". Det kan handla om föreningar, idrotts- och 

kulturliv såväl som näringsliv.” 

[The Swedish Zones project promotes the idea that there is a replacement of the population, 

that Swedes will soon be a minority in their own country. The project is aimed at "Swedish 

patriots" who want to take control, in local "power hegemony". This can involve associations, 

sports and cultural life as well as business.] (Tidningen Syre, October 12, 2021).  

This quote is from an article about the Sweden Democrats suspending an employee for having 

ties with white supremacist groups. It presents the ideas of the “Swedish zones” project in a 

descriptive way and maintains epistemic distance by attributing the belief in a “folkutbyte” to 

the project. The overarching language does not show signs of moral stances or ideological 

critique, although the expressions of “take control” and local “power hegemony” can have 

connotative meaning. In this quote, it does, however, frame the project’s own ideas by using 

citation marks. It is using neutral frames as well as conflict frames.  

There are only four articles that were coded as neutral with some additional comments or 

slight nuances of delegitimization, throughout the ten-year period. Another one that was 

coded as delegitimizing the conspiracy theory with neutral nuances is an article from 

Tidningen Syre. This article reports on AFS and their election campaign, which includes the 

formulation of “folkutbyte”.  
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“Ett återkommande tema under torgmötet var idéen om att det pågår ett så kallat folkutbyte i 

Sverige, något AFS menar ska lösas genom att utvisa människor ur landet […] Enligt 

stiftelsen EXPO, som granskar extremhögern, präglas AFS av antimuslimsk propaganda och 

etnonationalism. Partiet grundades 2018 av personer ur Sverigedemokraternas uteslutna 

ungdomsförbund SDU.” 

 [A recurring theme during the square meeting was the idea that there is a so-called people 

replacement taking place in Sweden, something AFS believes should be solved by deporting 

people from the country [... ] According to the EXPO foundation, which examines the far 

right, AFS is characterized by anti-Muslim propaganda and ethno-nationalism. The party was 

founded in 2018 by people from the Sweden Democrats' expelled youth party SDU.] 

(Tidningen Syre, March 12, 2022),  

In this quote, two text segments are placed into a single quote to ensure that the present 

frames are accurate. The first part of the quote is neutral, by using “so-called,” it can be 

interpreted as a way of creating distance from the term, although it can still be categorized as 

neutral. It introduces epistemic distance and does not imply any moral judgment. It leaves the 

reader with an opening to see it as an objective description of what AFS stands for. The next 

part of the quote is interesting. Similar to the previous quote from ETC, using Expo as a 

source is significant. The information about AFS is a reported assessment done by Expo, 

which is not presented as facts.  Although Expo is a well-cited source in mainstream media 

and academia, it has credibility and a reputation for being a respected organization for 

monitoring far-right groups, and it can provide authority for their assessment. By using 

Expo’s description of being “anti-Muslim” and “ethno-nationalistic”, it creates a 

delegitimizing frame. The information provided by Expo could be seen as a way of 

discrediting AFS, and indirectly or directly their views of a “folkutbyte”. However, citing 

sources is generally seen as a neutral approach. If there are no additional evaluations or 

interpretations to the citation, it can often be perceived as natural. Context for this particular 

quote is therefore of importance when categorizing the frames. Conflict frame is found in this 

quote, considering that AFS wants to deport people from the country due to the ‘folkutbyte’, 

and there is a neutrality to the actual word “folkutbyte”. There is a tendency towards a 

delegitimization frame, considering the citation, which rules out entire neutrality.  



44 

The overarching theme and patterns of the frames for alternative left news reporting that 

include segments about the conspiracy theory are dismissal, conflict, and delegitimization. In 

many cases, the media outlets write that ‘the Great Replacement’ is a conspiracy theory. 

Three different outlets during four-year time report as follows: 

“Folkutbytesidén är en högerextrem konspirationsteori. Dessa idéer upprepade han på scenen under 

det första valmötet i Seine Saint-Denis.” 

 [The idea of a people exchange is a far-right conspiracy theory. He repeated these ideas on stage 

during the first election rally in Seine Saint-Denis.] (ETC, December 7, 2021) 

“I manifestet motiverar han sitt ideologiska ställningstagande med etnonationalistiska 

konspirationsteorier om det så kallade "folkutbytet".” 

[In the manifesto, he justifies his ideological stance with ethno-nationalist conspiracy theories about 

the so-called "people replacement".] (Aktuellt Fokus, May 15, 2022).  

“Även i Italien hårdnar det politiska klimatet. Den högerextrema regeringen med Giorgia Meloni i 

spetsen sprider, likt den tunisiska presidenten, konspirationsteorier om folkutbyte.” 

[The political climate is also hardening in Italy. The far-right government led by Giorgia Meloni is, 

like the Tunisian president, spreading conspiracy theories about a people replacement.] (ETC, April 

15, 2023) 

“I hela Europa är högerpopulistiska partier på frammarsch, en utveckling som pågått under många 

år. Så är fallet även i den flamländska delen av Belgien, där partiet Vlaams Belang vuxit sig stort och 

använder sig av bland annat konspirationsteorin om att det skulle pågå ett folkutbyte.” 

[All over Europe, right-wing populist parties are on the rise, a development that has been going on for 

many years. This is also the case in the Flemish part of Belgium, where the Vlaams Belang party has 

grown large and uses, among other things, the conspiracy theory that a population replacement is 

taking place.] (Tidningen Syre, May 22, 2024) 

When ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory is found in these articles, they are explicitly 

stating that it is a conspiracy theory, not an “idea”, “impression” or “notion”. These are clear 

illustrative examples of how the alternative left media outlets are delegitimizing and 

portraying a conflict frame and a dismissive frame. In several articles, ‘the Great 

Replacement’ conspiracy theory is acknowledged either in English or in French, providing 

background information on where this conspiracy theory originates from.  

“Brenton Tarrants attacker mot två moskéer i Christchurch på Nya Zeeland i mars 2019 krävde 51 

dödsoffer och skadade 40. Gärningsmannen hade skrivit ett omfattande, antimuslimskt manifest - ‘the 
Great Replacement’, döpt efter teorin om ett hemligt folkutbyte av vita mot muslimer - och 

terrorcykeln kan fortsätta.” 

[Brenton Tarrant's attacks on two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, in March 2019 left 51 dead 

and 40 injured. The perpetrator had written an extensive, anti-Muslim manifesto - ‘the Great 

Replacement’, named after the theory of a secret people exchange of whites for Muslims - and the 

cycle of terror may continue.] (ETC, June 23, 2021).  
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The conflict frame is prevalent in all articles. As stated in the methods section, the conflict 

frame is prevalent in most articles considering the nature of the conspiracy theory. The 

conflict frame provided in the alternative left media outlets is aimed at the conflicting view of 

oppression and polarization between groups of people. It is also related to the conflict 

between right-wing forces and their actors, who are seen to be the ones spreading and 

nurturing the conspiracy theory. The majority of articles are delegitimizing, dismissing, and 

portraying conflict frames.  

6.2.2 Alternative Right News Articles  
Similarly to the alternative left media outlets, the distinction between news reporting and 

chronicles proved challenging to establish, though in this case, the differentiation was more 

complex. This should be noted, as news reports in these cases may in fact be chronicles or 

opinion pieces due to inconsistencies in labelling or disclaimers at the websites. This is also 

accounted for in the disclaimer on terminology, as news reporting by alternative sources may 

not be factual, promoting ideologically driven or false narratives. The articles were revised 

and read through several times, as there were cases of ambiguity. There were a number of 

articles that were detected in the media archive by Retriever but have since been deleted, 

especially in the earlier years during the time frame. Media outlets have changed their names 

and websites, or have been deleted entirely. Nonetheless, the articles that were ultimately 

classified as news reports predominantly use legitimizing discourse and framing of the 

conspiracy theory, ‘the Great Replacement’.  

The first article found in the archive is from 2018 by the media outlet Nya Dagbladet. It is 

about the former party leader of the Liberal Party in Sweden, Jan Björklund, when he was 

being questioned by school students.  

“En nyligen uppladdad film visar hur en skolelev pressar Liberalernas partiledare Jan Björklund på 

frågor om folkutbytet av svenskar och USA:s aggressivitet mot omvärlden.”[A recently uploaded film 

shows a school student pressing Liberal Party leader Jan Björklund on questions about the population 

replacement and the US's aggressiveness towards the outside world.] (Nya Dagbladet, May 12, 2018).  

This quote is legitimizing the conspiracy theory of a “folkutbyte”. There are no quotation 

marks or references to any form of controversy regarding the theory. It is therefore also coded 

as a normalization frame. It insinuates that school students are asking questions about it as an 
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everyday discourse, which is a further normalization. A legitimizing discourse and 

normalization framing are almost included in all articles.  

In one article published by Samhällsnytt, they report on when Renaud Camus was sentenced 

to jail after he spoke about ‘the Great Replacement’:  

“ Den franske författaren och politiska tänkaren Renaud Camus har dömts till två månaders fängelse. 

Detta på grund av att han beskrivit massinvandringen till Europa i termer som invasion, kolonisation 

och folkutbyte [… ]Renaud Camus är mest känd för sin bok Le Grand Remplacement från 2011 i 

vilken han utvecklar sina tankar om ett pågående folkutbyte regisserat av en politisk elit.” 

[French author and political thinker Renaud Camus has been sentenced to two months in prison for 

describing the mass immigration to Europe in terms of invasion, colonization, and population 

replacement […] Renaud Camus is best known for his 2011 book Le Grand Remplacement in which 

he develops his thoughts on an ongoing population replacement orchestrated by a political elite.] 

(Samhällsnytt, January 22, 2020).  

The first part of the quote has a legitimizing frame. There is a lack of critical or contextual 

framing regarding the theory, as well as using “invasion” and “colonization” in the same 

sentence. This also becomes part of the normalization frame, as it normalizes the theory and 

its concepts. The cause-effect formulation is also legitimizing, as well as leaning towards an 

establishment and censorship frame. These frames could be interpreted through a point of 

view that Renaud Camus has been punished for speaking freely on real issues of “invasion, 

colonization and replacement of people”, rather than it being aligned with the laws of 

incitement against ethnic groups. The formulation may invite interpretations aligned with 

censorship and anti-establishment frames, especially when it is read as presenting the 

punishment as a consequence of expressing controversial but legitimate concerns. Although 

the text itself does not explicitly endorse this view, which is why it is only leaning towards 

those frames and not coded for it. The second part of the quote by itself could be coded as 

neutral, as it does not frame the theory as a fact or with a positive connotation. There are no 

reinforcing words, supporting examples, or value words. The quote altogether is coded as 

having legitimizing discourse, conflict frame, and normalization frame. This particular quote 

shows the tonal and linguistic nuances that can shape how it is received and interpreted.  
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Another quote that shows an apparent establishment and censorship frame is published by 

Fria Tider (March 29, 2023). It criticizes that mainstream media is calling “folkutbyte” a 

conspiracy theory.  

“Just nu pågår en debatt på sociala medier, där profiler på vänsterkanten uppger att det så kallade 

folkutbytet i Sverige är en "högerextrem konspirationsteori". Färsk statistik visar att personer med 

utländsk bakgrund snart är i majoritet i landets tre största städer. TV4:s "Kalla fakta" anklagar 

samtidigt SD-toppen Mattias Karlsson för att sprida "konspirationsteorin om ett folkutbyte" i ett 

opublicerat manifest för Insamlingsstiftelsen för svensk konservatism. Som bevis för att det rör sig om 

konspirationsteorier har TV4 tagit hjälp av "experter", som i själva verket är vänsteraktivister.” 

[There is currently a debate going on on social media, where profiles on the left are stating that the so-

called people replacement in Sweden is a “right-wing extremist conspiracy theory”. Recent statistics 

show that people with a foreign background will soon be the majority in the country’s three largest 

cities. TV4’s “Kalla fakta”  also accuses SD leader Mattias Karlsson of spreading the “conspiracy 

theory of a people replacement” in an unpublished manifesto for the Swedish Conservatism Fund. As 

proof that these are conspiracy theories, TV4 has enlisted the help of “experts”, who are in fact left-

wing activists.] (Fria Tider, March 29, 2023) 

This quote has been coded as containing legitimizing discourse, alongside conflict, 

normalization, censorship, establishment, and demographic panic frame. The legitimizing 

discourse is evident in the absence of critical distance toward the concept of “folkutbyte” and 

brings up population statistics without explicitly provide numbers, It is not seen in this quote, 

although the original article has a hyperlink in the sentence of “Recent statistics show that 

people with a foreign background will soon be the majority in the country’s three largest 

cities.”. The hyperlink is to another article published by the same outlet, so it is a reference to 

themselves and could, unfortunately, not be accessed due to a paywall. This is also part of the 

statistical frame, as it insinuates that there are numbers and statistics that can support this 

claim. Even if there are not no numbers are provided in the text, it is still expressing a 

statistical frame. The conflict frame is apparent in many different contexts. First of all, that 

“folkutbyte” is debated and discussed as a “right-wing extremist conspiracy theory”, which 

this quote rejects and shows the normalization as well. It also indicates that mainstream 

media, TV4, is pushing a narrative by the use of “left-wing activists” as “experts”. This serves 

as a representative example of the establishment frame, where experts are deemed as activists, 

and it is a conscious choice made by TV4 to undermine the “truth. The censorship frame is 
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also related to TV4 and its program Kalla Fakta, which portrays the accusation that Mattias 

Karlsson is spreading a conspiracy theory, which could suggest that the mainstream actor 

TV4 is discrediting him as a political actor by suppressing his views. 

In terms of the overall theme of legitimizing discourse, there are six articles that have 

inconsistent frames, with signs of neutrality and delegitimizing framing. One of these will be 

further analysed to provide insight into the outliers. The following quote is embedded with 

several layers of framing that are complex.  

“I ett inlägg på Instagram skriver artisten Timbuktu till “alla svarta och bruna människor i Sverige” 
att “demografin är på vår sida”. Resonemanget liknat teorin om ett “folkutbyte”, en teori som brukar 

stämplas som högerextrem. Men Timbuktu menar att det är ett missförstånd. “Demografin är att vi är 

25% i landet med rötter utanför Europa. Vi är redan här” skriver han till skribenten Ivar Apri. Idén 
att det pågår ett “folkutbyte” där etniska svenskar genom invandring och skillnad i födelsetal byts ut 

mot personer med främst utomeuropeiskt ursprung har länge stämplats som en högerextrem 

konspirationsteori.” 

[In a post on Instagram, the artist Timbuktu writes to “all black and brown people in Sweden” that 

“demography is on our side”. The reasoning is similar to the theory of a “people replacement”, a 

theory that is usually labeled as right-wing extremist. But Timbuktu believes that this is a 

misunderstanding. “The demography is that we are 25% in the country with roots outside Europe. We 

are already here” he writes to the writer Ivar Apri. The idea that there is a “people exchange” taking 

place where ethnic Swedes are exchanged for people with primarily non-European origins through 

immigration and differences in birth rates has long been labeled as a right-wing extremist conspiracy 

theory.] (Nyheter Idag, September 13, 2022) 

Here, “folkutbyte” is said to be labelled as a right-wing extremist conspiracy theory. It is also 

discussed through a quote from the singer Timbuktu, writing that it resembles the reasoning 

of the theory of “folkutbyte”, which creates a dismissal of the theory rather than legitimizing 

the narrative. There is a significance of this narrative provided from the Timbuktu quote, 

which is distorted and not in its entirety in the text. However, the Instagram post is posted as a 

screenshot below the text, so it does not provide the entire quote. Timbuktu has not used the 

term “folkutbyte” although the article is making that connection, which is supported by 

screenshots of Tweets from Ivar Arpi that ask the question of why Timbuktu is spreading the 

right-wing extremist myth of “folkutbyte. Timbuktu himself says that it is a 

misunderstanding.  

There are certainly different frames here that require further exploration. An interesting 

dimension to this quote is that it could imply a subtle interaction with Timbuktu’s racial 

identity. The article does not explicitly write about his skin colour or ethnicity, although it is 
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covered through “the demographics are on our side” and “we are already here”, which 

indirectly signals his identification with a non-white or racialized group in Sweden. There is a 

layer of racial tension to this quote. Since the narrative implied by the article is that Timbuktu, 

being part of a growing ethnic minority in Sweden, is aligned with the broader conspiracy 

theory that suggests a replacement of white Swedes by non-white populations. This could be 

viewed from a counter-narrative perspective where the article implicitly suggests that his 

voice is an anomaly within ‘the Great replacement’ discourse, considering that it is used by 

far-right extremists, which is what is stated in the quote. It leaves room for interpretation and 

could invite readers to draw racialized conclusions. There is a fine line between what type of 

frame and discourse this quote will be categorized as. It is positioning and aligning 

Timbuktu’s post along with a right-wing extremist conspiracy theory, which could show 

delegitimizing discourse.  

At the surface level, neutrality nuances can be seen as it is making both parties involved argue 

for their views, while at the same time delegitimizing the conspiracy theory. On the deeper 

level of analysis of this text, it could be legitimizing the conspiracy narrative when racializing 

the discussion by using Timbuktu, a black public figure, to represent the “other side” of a 

contest over national identity. This could be seen as a conflict and competition between those 

who fear demographic change and those who celebrate it. It is an example of the complex and 

critical discourse around racial identity and migration in Sweden.  

A significant circumstance during the time frame is in 2024, when the party leader for the 

Sweden Democrats wrote a debate article in the mainstream media outlet Expressen (June 3, 

2024). The articles in alternative right media outlets were reporting about this on the same 

day: 

“I en debattartikel publicerad på måndagen konstaterar SD-ledaren att det pågår ett folkutbyte i 

Sverige där etniska svenskar håller på att ersättas av folk från kulturellt avlägsna länder samt att 

förändringarna detta leder till inte är positiva. Statistiken visar klart och tydligt på att många länder 

som tagit emot stora mängder invandrare, och där inflödet fortskrider, håller på att få nya 

befolkningar. Ett exempel är Malmö där invandrare nu är i majoritet och visar på hur hela Sverige 

kan komma att se ut i framtiden – med allt vad det innebär då grupper från Mellanöstern och Afrika 

utgör en majoritet.” 



50 

[In a debate article published on Monday, the SD leader states that there is an ongoing population 

replacement in Sweden where ethnic Swedes are being replaced by people from culturally distant 

countries, and that the changes this is leading to are not positive. The statistics clearly show that many 

countries that have received large numbers of immigrants, and where the influx continues, are gaining 

new populations. One example is Malmö, where immigrants are now in the majority and show what 

the whole of Sweden could look like in the future – with all that this means when groups from the 

Middle East and Africa form a majority.] (Samhällsnytt, June 3, 2024) 

“Folkutbytet är enligt vänstern en "högerextrem konspirationsteori". Men nu tas begreppet i försvar 

av Sverigedemokraterna och Jimmie Åkesson.  Jimmie Åkesson förklarar i en debattartikel i Expressen 

varför det faktiskt pågår ett folkutbyte. Den vänsterextrema rasforskaren och Expo-grundaren Tobias 

Hübinette konstaterar att SD tidigare inte officiellt har använt begreppet.” 

[According to the left, the replacement of people is a "right-wing conspiracy theory". But now the 

concept is being defended by the Sweden Democrats and Jimmie Åkesson. Jimmie Åkesson explains 

in a debate article in Expressen why a population replacement is actually taking place. The left-wing 

extreme race researcher and Expo founder Tobias Hübinette notes that the SD has not previously 

officially used the concept.] (Fria Tider, June 3, 2024) 

Previously, when politicians from SD have been vocal and speaking about a “folkutbyte”, it 

has mainly been Kent Ekeroth, Mattias Karlsson, Björn Söder, and Richard Jomshof. These 

names occur frequently in the articles throughout the years. Jimmie Åkesson is mentioned 

together with these names fairly often as he is the party leader, although he has not publicly 

used the term ‘folkutbyte’ before. It is a significant shift when he is publicly embracing it and 

defending it, which is stated in the quote by Fria Tider (June 3, 2024). It is mentioned together 

with the formulation of a researcher, Tobias Hübinette, who is frequently mentioned in the 

news articles by the alternative right. In this quote, he is described as a “left-wing extremist” 

as well as a researcher and founder of the advocacy journalist outlet Expo. This marks an 

establishment frame, as well as conflict framing, considering that the left is labelling 

“folkutbyte” as a “right-wing extremist conspiracy theory” in the same quote by Fria Tider 

(June 3, 2024).  

Both of these quotes legitimize the use of “folkutbyte” without any indecisiveness, and the 

normalization frame is evident. The article by Samhällsnytt (June 3, 2024) further legitimizes 

it by accounting for the negative effects it has, considering that the “ethnic Swedes” are 
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replaced by “culturally distant countries”, as well as providing a statistical frame, insinuating 

that there is statistical evidence of this.  

The majority of alternative right media outlets’ articles are legitimizing the conspiracy theory 

of ‘the Great Replacement’ repeatedly, where a small number of articles have been showing 

complex uses of frames of neutrality, nuances, and delegitimizing discourse. The use of 

conflict, normalization, establishment, censorship, and demographic panic frames is frequent 

throughout the articles.  

6.2.3 Mainstream news articles  
The earliest article published by mainstream media outlets was in 2015 with just one article 

by Göteborgs-Posten, then a couple in 2016-2017, followed by an influx in the next years. 

This is coherent with the findings on percentage frequency, see table 4.  

The mainstream news articles, for the most part, delegitimize the conspiracy theory. There are 

many neutral aspects within the mainstream articles that are more easily detected in 

comparison to the alternative news sources. The aspects of neutrality framing are such that the 

word is often used in a quote, which the news outlet has interviewed or asked for a comment 

on a subject that relates to it. The use of “so-called” and quotation marks around the word is 

also a commonality. For the articles that describe “folkutbyte” with a neutral tone, the 

delegitimization could be of the actor, group, person, organization, or event that follows to 

include the word. When the articles include statements from interviews or public figures 

without using disclaimers or distancing language towards such, these comments can still 

contribute to a delegitimizing frame. The absence of neutralizing context, choosing to present 

or refrain from contextualizing claims, provides for delegitimizing frames in these articles.  

In this article, the framing discourse is neutral with a conflict frame. The context of this article 

is that there was a political demonstration by AFS, and a group of people were counter-

protesting. It was also a separate group that approached a synagogue, which led the police to 

file a report. It is not stated in the article that it was members of AFS who were part of this 

group.  

“På onsdagskvällen hade partiet Alternativ för Sverige en allmän sammankomst i Kungsträdgården i 

Stockholm, under parollen “Stoppa folkutbytet – Återvandring nu!” En motdemonstration bildades på 

platsen. Polisen beslutade med stöd av ordningslagen att hålla de båda sammankomsterna åtskilda. 

Motdemonstrationen var inte tillståndsgiven och polisen har upprättat en anmälan om det.” 
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[On Wednesday evening, the Alternative for Sweden party held a public assembly in Kungsträdgården 

in Stockholm, under the slogan “Stop the exchange of people – return migration now!” A counter-

demonstration was formed at the site. The police decided, based on the Public Order Act, to keep the 

two gatherings separate. The counter-demonstration was not permitted, and the police have filed a 

report about it.] (Expressen, November 30, 2022).  

This is an example of neutral framing discourse in regards to “folkutbyte”. It is a description 

of events that could have been delegitimizing if the hate crime was directed towards the AFS 

and its use of “folkutbyte”. It includes a conflict frame associated with “folkutbyte” as the 

AFS wants to stop it, and the demonstration itself had a conflict. The AFS is described as a 

political party and not labelled or portrayed with any negative connotations. In another quote, 

the neutrality aspects are present yet not fully supported:  

“ Polisen undersöker också uppgifter om att skytten lagt ut ett manifest på nätet. I dokumentet, som 

flera medier gått igenom, beskriver mannen en världsbild präglad av främlingsfientlighet, vit makt och 

antisemitism. Där finns exempelvis folkutbytesteorier och en hyllande referens till mannen som 

mördade 51 personer i två moskéer i Christchurch på Nya Zeeland 2019.” 

[The police are also investigating reports that the shooter posted a manifesto online. In the document, 

which has been reviewed by several media outlets, the man describes a worldview characterized by 

xenophobia, white supremacy and anti-Semitism. It includes, for example, theories of people 

replacement and a praising reference to the man who murdered 51 people in two mosques in 

Christchurch, New Zealand, in 2019.] (Smålandsposten, May 14, 2022).  

This quote is from an article published by Smålandsposten (May 14, 2019). The author of this 

article is TT (Tidningarnas Telegrambyrå), which is directly posted by the news outlet 

without any redactional changes. It is fact-based and summarizes that several media outlets 

have reviewed the document. The terms “xenophobia”, “white supremacy”, and “anti-

Semitism” are widely acknowledged and understood as terms of ideological positions. It does 

not have emotive language. Ultimately, though, this quote provides a delegitimizing frame. 

Here, “people replacement theories” are associated with an act of terrorism. It is also 

mentioned that these theories were used as a praising reference to the attacker, implicitly 

linking the “folkutbyte” narrative to violent extremism. This provides for a conflict frame, a 

dismissal frame, and a delegitimizing discourse. The same frames are found in another article 

that is authored by TT, published by Svenska Dagbladet (January, 19, 2024): 



53 

“En mötesdeltagare var en nära medarbetare till AFD:s partiledare Alice Weidel. En annan var 

Martin Sellner, ledare för den högerextrema österrikiska organisationen Identitär rörelse som driver 

konspirationsteorin om att ett avsiktligt folkutbyte pågår i Europa. På plats fanns också två politiker 

från kristdemokratiska CDU.” 

[One meeting participant was a close associate of AFD party leader Alice Weidel. Another was Martin 

Sellner, leader of the far-right Austrian organization Identitarian Movement, which promotes the 

conspiracy theory that a deliberate replacement of people is taking place in Europe. Also present were 

two politicians from the Christian Democratic Union (CDU).] (Svenska Dagbladet, January 19, 2024).  

The frames are ultimately the same as the quote from Smålandsposten (May 14, 2019), 

although this example shows the use of conspiracy theory directly linked to “folkutbyte”. 

There is no shift in the articles throughout the time frame on the use of conspiracy theory, as 

it has been used repeatedly. The purpose of highlighting the particular examples before this 

one is to illustrate variation within a relatively consistent delegitimizing discourse. In articles 

and quotes where conspiracy theory is not used directly, myth or claim is used together with 

combinations of descriptions such as racist, xenophobic, and right-wing extremist. 

The significant event, which is described in the alternative right articles, is when Jimmie 

Åkesson wrote a chronicle in Expressen (June 3, 2024). This event generates the most amount 

of articles in a short period of time. Even though news reporting follows a general news cycle, 

where fluctuations are typical, this event is notable. The delegitimizing framing, together with 

conflict and dismissal, continues throughout the reporting of Jimmie Åkesson and his 

chronicle about the use of “folkutbyte”. Two prominent figures are mentioned, interviewed, 

and asked for comments in these articles. Those are Christer Mattsson and Tobias Hübinette.  

“Forskaren Christer Mattsson, doktor i pedagogik vid Göteborgs universitet och föreståndare för 

Segerstedtinstitutet, menar att Åkesson sprider en konspirationsteori som är vanlig bland nazistiska 

och högerextrema grupper […] Christer Mattsson har ägnat större delen av sitt liv åt forskning som 

rör nazism, våldsbejakande extremism och Förintelsen. Han anser att den här typen av politiska 

konspirationsteorier skapar en känsla av att demokratin skulle vara riggad och att eliten rundat 

befolkningen.” 

[Researcher Christer Mattsson, PhD in Pedagogy at the University of Gothenburg and director of the 

Segerstedt Institute, believes that Åkesson is spreading a conspiracy theory that is common among 

Nazi and right-wing extremist groups […] Christer Mattsson has devoted most of his life to research 



54 

related to Nazism, violent extremism and the Holocaust. He believes that this type of political 

conspiracy theory creates a feeling that democracy is rigged and that the elite has cornered the 

population.] (Göteborgs-Posten, June 5, 2024).  

“Trots kritik från flera håll tänker inte SD-ledaren Jimmie Åkesson backa från sitt uppmärksammade 

uttalande om folkutbyte. I ett nytt inlägg på Expressens debattsida skriver han att de senaste veckorna 

varit “fullständigt nedlusade av illegitima påhopp, halvsanningar och rena lögner” […] En av 

Åkessons kritiker är forskaren Tobias Hübinette. Han skriver i DN att idén om att demografiska 

förändringarna innebär ett folkutbyte är en farlig konspirationsteori som motiverat ett flertal 

högerextrema massakrer och attentat under historien. “  

[Despite criticism from several quarters, SD leader Jimmie Åkesson does not intend to back down 

from his well-known statement about population exchange. In a new post on Expressen’s debate page, 

he writes that the past few weeks have been “completely infested with illegitimate attacks, half-truths 

and outright lies” […] One of Åkesson’s critics is researcher Tobias Hübinette. He writes in DN that 

the idea that demographic changes mean a population exchange is a dangerous conspiracy theory that 

has motivated several right-wing extremist massacres and attacks throughout history.] (Omni, June 6, 

2024) 

The use of experts and researchers regarding the use of “folkutbyte” as a conspiracy theory is 

an established pattern throughout the articles. If referencing others is not occurring, some 

articles make that statement themselves, as seen from the example from Svenska Dagbladet 

(January 19, 2024). There are three articles that are reporting on Åkessons chronicle that did 

not use any commentary from experts or use the word conspiracy theory. However, they are 

also using delegitimizing, conflict, and dismissal framing as it implies the highly 

controversiality nature of the word, asks critical questions and provides a negative effect for 

the use of it (Expressen, June 3, 2024; Expressen, June 8, 2024; Omni, June 3, 2024). 

Mainstream articles are delegitimizing the conspiracy theory with both dismissal and conflict 

framing, as well as having neutral nuances.  

 

6.2.4 Mainstream Public Service news articles  
Framing among the articles published by public service outlets is similar to the mainstream 

category. It is a delegitimizing and dismissive framing, as well as a conflict that prevails. The 

neutrality aspects are also part of the framing style, as factual stances are presented. Expert 
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commentary and inclusion are predominant throughout the articles. The delegitimizing, 

conflict, and dismissal frames are noticeable. The following quotes are examples of such: 

“ Forskaren: Folkutbyte är en konspiration. Att svenska befolkningen byts ut mot muslimer är en känd 
konspirationsteori enligt forskaren Christer Mattsson, docent i pedagogik vid Segerstedtinstitutet på 

Göteborgs universitet.”. 

 [The researcher: Population replacement is a conspiracy. That the Swedish population is being 

exchanged for Muslims is a well-known conspiracy theory according to researcher Christer Mattsson, 

associate professor of education at the Segerstedt Institute at the University of Gothenburg.] (SVT 

Nyheter, March 30, 2023) 

“Biden kallade det inträffade för inhemsk terrorism och uppmanade det amerikanska folket att 

förkasta vit makt-ideologin, som han kallade för ett gift. Den misstänkte gärningsmannen ska ha varit 
inspirerad av ‘the Great Replacement’, det stora folkutbytet, en rasistisk och antisemitisk 

konspirationsteori som angetts som motiv till flera högerextrema attentat tidigare.” 

[Biden called the incident domestic terrorism and urged the American people to reject white 

supremacy ideology, which he called poison. The suspected perpetrator is said to have been inspired 

by ‘the Great Replacement’, a racist and anti-Semitic conspiracy theory that has been cited as a motive 

for several far-right attacks in the past.] (Sveriges Radio, May 17, 2022).  

The mainstream public service category has the least amount of articles and chronicles, yet 

the few examples show delegitimizing framing with dismissive, conflict, and neutral framing.  

6.2.5 Advocacy journalism news articles  
Investigative journalistic articles are difficult to categorize as news articles in this study, as 

they often combine news reporting and opinion-driven formats. A lot of published texts are 

not portrayed or described as news articles, which is a difference from alternative right 

outlets. It is published as investigative journalistic pieces. The first published article in this 

category was in 2017, followed by a few publications until 2019, when there was a steady 

trend of continuing publishing of articles.   

The advocacy journalist texts are close to news articles in their methods, although closer to 

chronicles and opinion pieces in tone. Those that were categorized as news articles are factual 

in their reporting style regarding their investigative findings. The frames are delegitimizing 

and dismissing “folkutbyte” by portraying its use and existence within extremist groups of 

terrorists, political parties, organizations, and public figures. The conflict frames are also clear 

considering the violent nature of terrorists as well as racism, anti-Semitism, and xenophobia 

connected to the hurt of people. There are connections drawn in the articles between political 
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parties, such as AFS in the example below, that their rhetoric and use of the word 

“folkutbyte” is also used by terrorists: 

“ Under partiets valfinal i Stockholm satte partiet upp en banderoll med texten Vi förklarar krig mot 

dem som byter ut vårt folk. Myten om ett pågående folkutbyte är central i vit makt-miljön och 

konspirationsteorin var till exempel det dominerande budskapet i terroristen Brenton Terrants 

manifest. Terrant står åtalad för att ha mördat 50 personer i två moskéer i Christchurch, Nya 

Zeeland.” 

[During the party’s election final in Stockholm, the party put up a banner with the text We declare war 

on those who exchange our people. The myth of an ongoing exchange of people is central to the white 

power environment, and the conspiracy theory was, for example, the dominant message in the 

manifesto of the terrorist Brenton Terrant. Terrant is accused of murdering 50 people in two mosques 

in Christchurch, New Zealand.] (Expo, April 30, 2019) 

In the articles that do not use the term “folkutbyte” as a conspiracy theory, it is formulated 

similarly to the mainstream article, such as “myth”.  

“ Baudets parti varnar för att nederländare snart kommer att vara en minoritet i sitt eget land, och 

bidrar därmed till den högerextrema myten om folkutbytet.”[Baudet’s party warns that the Dutch will 

soon be a minority in their own country, thereby contributing to the far-right myth of the people 

replacement] (Expo, November 27,  2019) 

“Rapporten visar att grupperna, nätverken och individerna i den globala extremhögern binds samman 

av framförallt fyra saker. För det första, gemensamma ideologiska berättelser, myter och 

föreställningar - till exempel myten om det pågående folkutbytet i sina olika formuleringar (som ‘the 

Great Replacement’ eller white genocide). ” ‘[The report shows that the groups, networks and 

individuals of the global far right are bound together by four things above all. Firstly, shared 

ideological narratives, myths and beliefs - for example the myth of the ongoing exchange of peoples in 

its various formulations (such as ‘the Great Replacement’ or white genocide).] (Expo, November 20, 

2020).  

The provided quotes are representative examples of how the advocacy journalism outlets have 

reported and communicated about the conspiracy theory “folkutbyte”. It is prevalent that the 

articles are referring to the Sweden Democrats and politicians belonging to the party who 

have publicly used the word “folkutbyte”. There are also articles that write about alternative 

right media outlets, such as Nya Tider, Nya Dagbladet, and Newsvoice, which are using the 
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conspiracy theory of “folkutbyte”in their news reporting (Expo, October 6, 2018; Expo, 

February 1, 2024).  

The advocacy journalism articles share frames with alternative left and mainstream, as the 

prominent framing is to delegitimize the conspiracy theory. The difference between those 

categories is especially in terms of the number of publications, as there are fewer publications. 

The outlet’s use of frames is coherent with their aim and goal to be investigative and critical 

of far-right movements.  

 

6.2.6 Other news articles  
The news articles by the “other” media type category are either delegitimizing or neutral in 

their reporting. There is only one outlier among them, where the neutrality could become 

legitimizing. The article is by Oskarshamns-Nytt (May 8, 2023) and describes the party 

AFS’s political stances by using quotes from its party program.  

“Så här står det i partiprogrammet, under rubriken “Gör Sverige svenskt igen!”:”Sveriges 

omvandling från Europas mest homogena land till ett av Europas mest mångkulturella är den största 
förändringen i vårt lands historia. Omvandlingen kan inte beskrivas som något annat än ett 

experiment lett av det politiska och mediala etablissemanget – ett experiment som verkställts i det 
tysta, utan öppen diskussion eller folkligt mandat. Idag lever vi med konsekvenserna, och 

invandringen fortsätter i oförminskad takt. Detta har inte bara skapat sociala, kulturella och 
ekonomiska problem, det har också inneburit ett folkutbyte där etniska svenskar minskar som andel av 

befolkningen. Om ingenting görs, kommer svenskarna ofrånkomligen att bli en minoritet i sitt eget 

land. I förlängningen kommer Sverige som nationalstat upphöra att existera.” 

[This is what the party program says, under the heading “Make Sweden Swedish again!”: “Sweden’s 

transformation from Europe’s most homogeneous country to one of Europe’s most multicultural is the 

biggest change in our country’s history. The transformation cannot be described as anything other than 

an experiment led by the political and media establishment – an experiment carried out in silence, 

without open discussion or popular mandate. Today we live with the consequences, and immigration 

continues unabated. This has not only created social, cultural and economic problems, it has also 

meant a population exchange in which ethnic Swedes are decreasing as a proportion of the population. 
If nothing is done, the Swedes will inevitably become a minority in their own country. In the long run, 

Sweden as a nation-state will cease to exist.”] (Oskarshamns-Nytt, May 8, 2023).  

It is allowing the party’s ideology without providing any distancing, critique, or fact-

checking, which is a neutral framing style. There is no commentary that the concept of 

“folkutbyte” is controversial or a conspiracy theory. This provides for a normalization and 

conflict frame as well, as it is reporting this as political news information about a party that 

could be voted for in the election.  
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The overall frames are delegitimizing, conflict, and some neutral stances. Many articles 

published by the “other” category include text provided by TT, which has generally been 

coded with delegimization.  

6.2.7 Chronicles  
The overall framing in the chronicles of ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory in each 

respective media type is consistent with its news reporting. It is aligned with the media 

outlet’s general positioning. Although it exhibits more explicit and emotionally charged 

language. The texts allow for greater subjectivity and amplify the existing frames, whether it 

is conflict, normalization, legitimization, or delegitimization. The tone becomes more direct 

as personal contributions are added. There is an intensification of conflicting views, as it is 

common to criticize an event, a person, an organization, etc. The chronicles and opinion 

pieces are frequently written by journalists who are part of the editorial team for a respective 

news outlet. Some columnists only publish opinion pieces or chronicles. In some outlets, 

other types of public figures, such as politicians, activists, authors, etc, publish their 

chronicles on their websites. Mainstream media outlets often clarify and use explicit 

disclaimers when chronicles and opinion pieces are published. That includes that expressed 

views are personal and do not represent the editorial stance of the publication. Although when 

the journalist is part of the editorial staff, there are other disclaimers added, such as the 

outlet’s ideological stance, e.g., “independent liberal” and “independent socialdemocratic”.  

The chronicles are part of the news cycle, as they include current news, and go the other way 

around, where chronicles become news articles. An example of that, which has been 

presented throughout the analysis, is the chronicle by Jimmie Åkesson in Expressen (June 3, 

2024). The publication acted as a catalyst in published articles and chronicles. It also sparked 

conversation within the journalist and news media sphere, as chronicles discuss the fact that 

Jimmie Åkesson was provided with a platform to spread antisemitic, racist, and xenophobic 

views. A chronicle in Dagens Nyheter (June 9, 2024), written by Tomas Ramberg, writes that 

the Sweden Democrats have become skilled in media logic and are therefore part of the 

debate now.  

“ Så småningom befordras folkutbytet till en – visserligen kontroversiell – men ändå accepterad del av 

debatten. Begreppet har av-stollats och kan snart sägas utan att någon längre höjer på ögonbrynen.” 
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[Gradually, the population replacement is promoted to a – admittedly controversial – but still accepted 

part of the debate. The terms has been de-tabooed and can soon be mentioned without anyone really 

raising their eyebrows.] (Dagens Nyheter, June 9, 2024).  

The chronicles’ framing is nearly identical to the articles for each media type, as they 

reinforce the original narratives. They are both easier to categorize as much of the frames are 

amplified, yet, more difficult concerning discussions of freedom of the press and speech. The 

alternative right outlets use establishment and censorship frames in such instances.  

6.3 Discussion of results  
 

6.3.1 The extent of coverage and shifts in salience over time (RQ1a, RQ1b) 
 

The quantitative mapping of article frequency shows the extent how which ‘the Great 

replacement’ theory has been covered in Swedish news media. The total number of articles is 

596, and the total chronicles is 512. How significant this number remains unclear without a 

point of comparison. It could, in future research, be compared to other conspiracy theories or 

other controversial topics. If the number of articles, 596, is a substantial amount or relatively 

low for a topic spanning a decade, it cannot be concluded. It could depend on several factors, 

such as the media landscape, frequency of coverage on other issues, and the overall volume of 

content produced by Swedish news outlets during this period. Without this information, it is 

difficult to assess whether this number represents a high or low level of attention. Thus, the 

number of articles indicates that ‘the Great Replacement’ conspiracy theory has a notable 

presence in Swedish media. The volume itself cannot offer conclusive insights as to how 

much coverage it has gained in comparison to other topics, or even conspiracy theories. The 

concluding answer to RQ1a) is that the conspiracy theory exists within and has relevance in 

the Swedish media landscape.  

 

The frequency of year-on-year percentage suggests a growing media interest or public 

relevance over time. There is an overall decline for both articles and chronicles in 2020, 

which is an interesting finding. As stated earlier, without a point of comparison, it is difficult 

to assess why this occurred. A possible explanation is that the Covid-19 pandemic came to 

dominate media coverage during this period, which could have reduced attention and 
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visibility to alternative news stories. Yet, without evidence to compare, it cannot be concluded 

and remains speculative.  

 

The first research question acts as a bridge for RQ1 b), which aims to explore prominence and 

salience across media types and time. The findings of year-on-year percentage changes in the 

number of articles and chronicles compared show a notable increase. The overall increase is 

also substantial, as it is 5367%. This can indicate that the topic has gained substantial 

attention over the period. It does not reflect the fluctuations, which are provided by the year-

on-year frequencies instead. The formula is sensitive to small initial values, which is the case 

here, considering there were six articles and chronicles in total in 2015. This could inflate the 

perceived growth, which is a clear limitation in this case. The year-on-year percentage 

frequency shows that chronicles had a more consistent upward trend, whereas the articles had 

greater variability and fluctuations over time. This reflects some differences in how each 

format is used by the media outlets and could suggest editorial choices and salience over time.  

 

The most published articles are in the mainstream category of media outlets. This is an 

observation of interest, as it could suggest that the topic has become part of the broader 

mainstream discourse. It could indicate that it is being discussed at a more prominent level 

within the public sphere. From the theoretical perspective of agenda-setting, this could signal 

that these media outlets play a role in both intermedia agenda setting, of being influenced by 

other media outlets, as well as impacting others. Haller et al. (2019) point out that alternative 

media can be influential in challenging mainstream narratives, as they often act to expose or 

criticize these narratives. The growing role of partisan selective exposure, AI, and algorithms 

does complicate agenda-setting power, providing for more difficult assessment of overall 

impact on the public agenda (Buturoiu et al., 2021). The numerical data observations show 

that the conspiracy theory has become more prominent in the Swedish media discourse during 

the last ten years, which aligns with the first level of agenda setting (McCombs & Shaw, 

1972). The volume of both articles and chronicles published by mainstream media may also 

point towards a broader societal salience of the issue. Stern et al. (2020) argue that 

mainstream media acts as primary agenda-setters and still holds the strongest agenda-setting 

power compared to others, even if influenced by alternative media outlets. The direction of 

influence between the alternative media and mainstream media cannot be determined by this 
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study’s results, yet it provides for future research to continue exploring modern agenda-

setting theory in practice.  

 

It should also be mentioned that the volume of published material by mainstream media could 

also be attributed to other factors. Larger media organizations, especially legacy media, tend 

to have more funding and consequently larger editorial staff who work full time on producing 

articles and content. It is part of the structural difference that differentiates between 

alternative media outlets and mainstream, although many local newspapers are part of the 

mainstream category as well, which also have smaller editorial offices. The number of 

mainstream outlets is more than the alternative, which can also influence the overall volume 

of articles and chronicles. This leads the discussion to the other media categories and outlets, 

considering that the alternative left media type is the following category after mainstream 

outlets, publishing a great number of articles and chronicles. This finding is interesting, as the 

conspiracy theory of ‘the Great replacement’ is connected to right-wing populism (CVE, 

2022). The article by Ekman (2022) suggests that ‘the Great Replacement’ theory can be 

found in both far-right and mainstream right-wing actors, which is coherent with the findings 

in this study. It is also found in statements and chronicles by the Sweden Democrats’ leader 

(Expressen, June 3, 2024) and by other prominent people within the party (Hellerud, 2024). 

Considering that the conspiracy theory is more associated with right-wing actors, alternative 

right media could be suspected to have publishing more articles and chronicles about the topic 

in comparison to alternative left sources. This will be further discussed in the light of framing, 

as the alternative left outlets can be compared with advocacy journalism in this case, as they 

position themselves as “watchdogs” of democracy and as critical observers.  

6.3.3 Framing ‘the Great Replacement’ (RQ2a,b,c) 
The framing of ‘the Great Replacement’ theory in Swedish media over the past decade 

depends on the different media types and is therefore heavily influenced by ideological 

positioning. The most prominent frame is conflict framing. As mentioned in the methodology, 

it acts as a default frame considering what the conspiracy theory originates in. conflict frame 

is a generic frame and is widely applicable for various topics and highlights opposing 

interests. the “us vs them” narrative is inherent in the conspiracy theory ‘the Great 

Replacement’, as well as in conflict framing. Since it can be applied through different media 

types, the interest of the conflict frame in this study is to see what type of conflict is 
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portrayed. The conspiracy theory’s us vs them narrative is between immigrants and “native 

populations”, which is not the conflict frame that is dominating the overall framing of the 

articles in all other categories except the alternative right.  

 

Within the alternative right outlets, the conflict frame between immigrants and native 

populations is at the forefront. It is consistent with the ideological stances that are adopted by 

alternative right-wing news outlets and with previous studies such as Palmgren et al. (2023). 

While the alternative right outlets could use a conflict frame to their political agenda about 

immigration, demographic change, and cultural identity, they could do so without legitimizing 

the conspiracy theory itself. It does, however, align well with the conspiracy theory and what 

it is proposing, yet it does not mean that it must reinforce the conspiratorial narrative of it. A 

conflict frame of immigration does not equate a legitimization or reinforcement of the 

conspiracy theory, thus, the sample of articles from the alternative right outlets shows that in 

this case, it does. Several articles from the alternative right outlets acknowledge that their 

understanding and arguments are labeled as conspiracy theories by other media outlets and 

political opponents. This suggests a level of awareness of the issues raised by the use of the 

term “folkutbyte”. By addressing the conspiracy theory label, they attempt to reinforce the 

positioning, and it fuels the skepticism toward political elites and mainstream media. This 

circles back to established knowledge and research conducted on who believes conspiracy 

theories and what a conspiracy theory is. The manipulation from an elite (Önnefors, 2021, 

p.46) and feelings of threats and insecurities against their own group of society (Ekman, 2022; 

Strömbäck, 2022). Both of these features can be found in the alternative right outlets’ framing 

and style of communication. Since the articles by the alternative right outlets also often 

include the framing of demographic panic, establishment, and censorship, the conspiratorial 

narratives are certainly there.  

 

It is also fairly common for the alternative right outlets to use statistical framing to legitimize 

the conspiracy theory. It takes it a step further in the normalization and legitimization, as it 

tries to avert the criticism and accusations of being conspiratorial and make it seem as a 

“demographic reality”. The statistics are sometimes derived from SCB, which is a Swedish 

government agency responsible for producing official statistics. It is an authoritative source 

used in research, as well as media and politics. The use of statistics from SCB is often 
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interpreted selectively and skewed. In some instances, the statistics are correct from the 

source of SCB but framed as being hidden or censored by the establishment, political elite, 

and not included in mainstream media coverage. It is an interesting finding, as they are 

utilizing an authoritative and established source, yet at the same time, distrusting the 

establishment.  

6.3.4 Alternative vs Mainstream (RQc,d) 
The difference between mainstream media framing vastly differs from the alternative right 

sources, similar to the alternative left, delegitimizing and dismissing the conspiracy theory. It 

does so by linking it to violent terrorist attacks, racist and anti-semitic groups, and provides 

information on it being a conspiracy theory.  

 

Considering that research and experts in the field have clearly stated that ‘the Great 

Replacement’ is a conspiracy theory, this study does not aim to critically evaluate or 

challenge the appropriateness of the framings, as would be typical in a critical discourse 

analysis. Instead, the study has focused on identifying and categorizing what frames are used, 

and examining how the presence of a conspiracy theory is handled within both mainstream 

and alternative media discourse. Therefore, the “neutral” framing is not assumed to be 

inherently preferable or objective in this context, since it is an established conspiracy theory.  

 

The framing process and visualization model by De Vreese (2005) have been fruitful for the 

analysis. The frame-building process, which includes internal and external factors and the 

actual frames that are in the news, is of interest in this study’s results. Thus, the framing 

effects on the audience can not be identified. Implications for the use of the frames can be 

discussed, but actual framing effects, such as influence on public opinion, attitudes, or 

behavior (De Vreese, 2005, p.52) can not be concluded. The interaction between “media 

frames and individuals’ prior knowledge and predispositions” will remain unclear, and 

proposes further research to investigate the effects. This study is limited to examining the 

frame-building aspect of framing theory. Similarly to the agenda-setting effect, this study is 

limited. Considering that the use of certain frames, particularly the legitimizing or 

delegitimizing, may suggest attempts to shape public understanding, this study does not assess 

whether these frames have a measurable effect on public opinion. The underlying intentions 

of the media outlets to use certain frames can only be understood through a hypothetical 
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discussion of what the findings imply. The theoretical framework provides a theoretical lens 

in an unexplored research area and aims to start filling a gap. Since there is a lack of similar 

research, the previous literature can only be used to contrast the interpretations of the 

findings.  

 

The overall trend of delegitimizing the conspiracy theory in mainstream news outlet reporting 

can not in its entirety be supported by the trends found by Strömbäck et al. (2017) or Ekman 

& Krzyzanowski (2021), Strömbäck et al. (2017) found trends of negative reporting about 

immigration-related topics in legacy newspapers, Ekman & Krzyzanowski (2021) found a 

mainstreaming effect and normalization of different discursive language that used to be seen 

as radical in legacy news media. Strömbäck et al. (2017) discuss the role of media logic and 

how negative news attracts readers, which could provide insights as to the reasoning behind 

the mainstream outlet’s number of publications. Also, Palmgren et al. (2023) state that 

Islamophobic portrayals have been further amplified due to the wide range of alternative far-

right media, which positions itself as an opponent of the mainstream media, which relates to 

the findings of this study. In terms of mainstreaming effects, it is rather complex, and drawing 

clear conclusions on the normalization of the conspiracy theory is to be discussed further. 

 

One potential indicator of normalization or mainstreaming could, however, be found in 

Expressen’s publication of a debate article by SD party leader Jimmie Åkesson, who 

explicitly used the term “folkutbyte” and argued in the text for why it is appropriate.  

Expressen is a mainstream media outlet and chose to publish his chronicle, which is worth 

discussing. While the outlet has delegitimizing frames in their news reporting, the act of 

providing a platform for a prominent political leader to justify legitimization of a conspiracy 

theory can be seen as a way of possible normalization. The media outlet is not endorsing the 

conspiracy theory directly, as there is a disclaimer at the beginning of the text stating that: 

“This is a debate article. The writer is responsible for the opinions expressed in the 

text”(Expressen, June 3, 2024). It is still allowing the discussion to be held in the mainstream 

context. It could decrease the perceived extremity of the idea and make it more acceptable for 

a wider audience. In the debate article, Åkesson justifies it by portraying it as political 

arguments that are rooted in concern over immigration and the Swedish identity (Expressen, 
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June 3, 2024), which are clear examples of conflict frame, demographic panic, and 

normalization frame.  

 

It raises questions on the balance of freedom of expression and the responsibility of the media 

and press. The intent from Expressen to agree on publishing the opinion piece is only to be 

hypothetically discussed. Expressen’s ideological stances are “independent liberal” so a 

publication from a political leader of the second largest party in Sweden could be defended by 

a liberal standpoint of committing to freedom of speech, allowing open debates, and to enact 

pluralism in a democratic society. In this particular case, Expressen also published follow-up 

debate articles from other politicians and writers that were targeting Åkessons rhetoric and 

delegitimizing the conspiracy theory. This indicates a democratic responsibility and an 

attempt to balance freedom of expression. It also shows how the media is active in framing 

and re-framing the debates and agenda-setting power. Thus, Expressen ultimately chose to 

publish it, and the consequences of potentially normalizing a conspiracy theory with 

xenophobic and racist implications add to the broader discussion.  

 

7. Conclusion 

 

This study has examined the prevalence and framing of the conspiracy theory, ‘the Great 

Replacement', in the context of Swedish news media outlets’ publications online. While being 

a relatively unexplored topic with an absence of literature and conducted research, this study 

aimed to contribute to the research gap. As an initial step toward gaining an understanding of 

conspiracy theories within news media, ‘the Great Replacement’ has acted as a case for this 

study, as well as limiting it to the context of Sweden during a period of ten years. The time 

frame has been of importance as it led to finding potential shifts in discourse, fluctuations, 

and lays a foundation for patterns which otherwise could oversimplify the prevalence and 

focus on episodic events. It enables a comparative analysis to gain an understanding of the 

topic across different media environments and through political cycles. As the point of 

departure was to map out the extent of publications that have referred to the conspiracy theory 

(“folkutbyte”), the frequency of coverage has shifted during the years, and the agenda-setting 

effects are applicable as the number of articles and chronicles has increased.  
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The underlying communication dynamics of how a conspiracy theory has been framed have 

been shown to affect the agenda-setting. The dominant frame is to delegitimize the conspiracy 

theory, while still reporting and writing about its presence. It is therefore part of the media 

agenda, yet not legitimized, except by the alternative right outlets. They predominantly 

oppose it being a conspiracy theory and normalize its claims. The anti-establishment and 

censorship frames seem to be used to spark conflict and distrust, as well as producing 

statistically false statements of the extent of immigration and demographic changes. The 

alternative left and advocacy journalism sources serve as watchdogs to the reporting 

conducted by the alternative right. While the intentions of each outlet’s framing style and 

choices cannot be determined by examining their frames, however, the anticipated effects are 

of importance. By reclaiming the narrative space of the conspiracy theory, which is connected 

to far-right populism and extremists, the use of delegitimization and dismissal frames can be 

seen as a counter-discursive agenda. The effects of such are yet to be explored, especially in 

terms of agenda-setting effects. The neutral framing is rare within the articles, and non-

existent within chronicles. This shows how polarized the framing of ‘the Great Replacement’ 

conspiracy theory is.  

  

The narrative and implications that the conspiracy theory are not only ideologically charged 

but also dangerous, as it has been explicitly tied to terrorists and violent extremists. This study 

illustrates how extremist narratives can gain mainstream visibility, which implies the urgency 

of future research. To understand how these ideas circulate in the media and gain visibility 

should be contrasted with the implications for broader perspectives of public safety, 

institutional trust, and ultimately, democratic discourse.  

  

8. Limitations and future research 

There are limitations as to what this study could include and cover, as well as limitations 

within the chosen scope. The choice of including numerical data together with a qualitative 

content analysis creates limitations within itself. The scope of quantitative data is severely 

limited to a subset of numbers that aims to provide surface-level insights into the published 

articles and chronicles. Similarly to the content analysis, to establishment of which frames are 

used is limited to the selected frames. Other frames could have been included for further in-

depth analysis of the texts; however, that would limit the scope of the chosen time frame. The 
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analysis of chronicles is limited to a short segment and a marginal discussion, due to their 

resemblance in the framing style of the articles. The use of a deductive and inductive 

approach made the inclusion process and presentation of findings flexible. Although making 

trade-offs throughout the process can be a limitation of its own, as it relies on the subjectivity 

of relevance. Another example of such is the exclusion of a comprehensive analysis regarding 

the mentioned people, events, organizations, etc. This was only addressed when needed for 

context.  

  

Future research could build on this study by either continuing the quantitative path to examine 

fluctuations within the different media types or specific media outlets over time. It would also 

be interesting to broaden the time frame to twenty years. This could also relate to a network 

analysis that investigates how the media outlets correspond and report by using hyperlinks 

and mentioning each other. Mapping out framing devices and communication styles should 

also be a direction for future research. By introducing other frames and being inspired by 

other studies, such as the report by Strömbäck et al (2017) that researched negative versus 

positive reporting on immigration, together with the conspiracy theory, ‘the Great 

Replacement’, could provide nuances and insights that broaden the perspective. In-depth 

analysis of each media type could also be meaningful for the direction of filling the research 

gap. Considering the complexity of navigating an unexplored topic, every contribution is 

valuable and should be encouraged, given the gravity of the conspiracy theory.  
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Appendix 

Appendix 1. 
Codebook for categorization of media type and media outlet 

Media Outlet Media Type 

Expo Advocacy Journalism 

Timbro Advocacy Journalism 

Aktuellt i Politiken Advocacy Journalism 

Magasinet Paragraf Advocacy Journalism 

Smedjan Advocacy Journalism 

Europaportalen Advocacy Journalism 

Svensk Tidskrift Advocacy Journalism 

Mänsklig Säkerhet Advocacy Journalism 

Utrikesmagasinet Advocacy Journalism 

Tidskriften Respons Advocacy Journalism 

Fria Tidningen Alternative Left 

ETC Alternative Left 

ETC  Alternative Left 

Dagens Arena Alternative Left 

Arbetet Alternative Left 

Flamman Alternative left 

Arbetaren Alternative Left 

Aktuellt Fokus Alternative Left 

Tidningen Syre Alternative left 

ETC Göteborg Alternative Left 

Arbetaren  Alternative Left 

Socialisterna Alternative left 

Fempers Nyheter Alternative Left 
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Proletären Alternative Left 

Kontext Alternative Left 

Arbetarmakt Alternative left 

Landets Fria Tidning Alternative Left  

Nya Tider Alternative Right 

Samhällsnytt Alternative Right 

Newsvoice Alternative Right 

Nya Dagbladet Alternative Right 

Fria Tider Alternative Right 

Ledarsidorna Alternative Right 

Insikt24 Alternative Right 

Nyheter Idag Alternative Right 

Bulletin Alternative Right 

Arbetarbladet  Mainstream 

Östgöta Correspondenten  Mainstream 

Göteborgs-Posten  Mainstream 

Expressen Mainstream 

Bohusläningen  Mainstream 

Värnamo Nyheter  Mainstream 

Dagens Nyheter Mainstream 

Skaraborgs Allehanda  Mainstream 

Svenska Dagbladet Mainstream 

Upsala Nya Tidning  Mainstream 

Avesta Tidning  Mainstream 

Norra Skåne  Mainstream 

Mölndals-Posten  Mainstream 

Aftonbladet Mainstream 

Skaraborgs Läns Tidning  Mainstream 
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Dagens Vimmerby Mainstream 

Svenska Dagbladet  Mainstream 

Borås Tidning  Mainstream 

Katrineholms-Kuriren  Mainstream 

Södermanlands Nyheter  Mainstream 

Nya Wermlands-Tidningen  Mainstream 

Dalarnas Tidningar Premium  Mainstream 

Länstidningen Södertälje  Mainstream 

Alingsås Tidning  Mainstream 

Aftonbladet  Mainstream 

Värmlands Folkblad  Mainstream 

TTELA  Mainstream 

Smålandsposten  Mainstream 

Hela Hälsingland Premium  Mainstream 

Blekinge Läns Tidning  Mainstream 

Nerikes Allehanda  mainstream 

Jönköpings-Posten  Mainstream 

Tidningen Ångermanland  Mainstream 

Örnsköldsviks Allehanda  Mainstream 

Omni Mainstream 

Mariestads-Tidningen  Mainstream 

Vestmanlands Läns Tidning  Mainstream 

Sydöstran  Mainstream 

Östersunds-Posten  Mainstream 

Nya Lidköpings-Tidningen  Mainstream 

Hallands Nyheter  Mainstream 

Falköpings Tidning  Mainstream 

Hudiksvalls Tidning  Mainstream 
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Dala-Demokraten  Mainstream 

Gefle Dagblad  Mainstream 

di.se Mainstream 

Länstidningen Östersund  Mainstream 

Norrländska Socialdemokraten  Mainstream 

Norrbottens-Kuriren  Mainstream 

Norrtelje Tidning  Mainstream 

Västerbottens-Kuriren  Mainstream 

Folkbladet Premium  Mainstream 

Eskilstuna-Kuriren  Mainstream 

Barometern  Mainstream  

Kristianstadsbladet  Mainstream  

Norrköpings Tidningar  Mainstream  

Ulricehamns Tidning  Mainstream  

Hallandsposten  Mainstream  

Strömstads Tidning  Mainstream  

Smålänningen  Mainstream  

KT-Kuriren  Mainstream  

Dagens PS Mainstream  

SVT Nyheter Mainstream, public service 

SVT Nyheter Väst Mainstream, public service 

Sveriges Radio Mainstream, public service 

Sveriges Radio P1 Mainstream, public service 

Sveriges Radio Göteborg mainstream, public service 

Ystads Allehanda  Other 

Nyheter24 Other 

Arbetsvärlden Other 

Dagen  Other 
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Lokaltidningen Mitt i Other 

Kvartal Other 

Filipstads Tidning  Other 

Universitetsläraren Other 

Fokus Other 

Faktum Other 

Kungälvs-Posten  Other 

Kingsizemag Other 

GAFFA Sverige Other 

Norra Halland Other 

Nya Ludvika Tidning  Other 

Realtid Other 

Helagotland  Other 

Forskning.se Other 

Värnamo.nu Other 

Tidningen Vi  Other 

Oskarshamns-Nytt Other 

Nyhetsbyrån Järva Other 

Kyrkans Tidning  Other 

Skaraborgsbygden  Other 

Ljusnan  Other 

Strengnäs Tidning  Other 

Tidningen Global Other 

Tidningen NU Other 

Hemmets Vän Other 
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Appendix 2.  
Total amount of articles and chronicles by media type and media outlet 

Category Media outlet Total 

Advocacy Journalism Aktuellt i Politiken 8 

 
Europaportalen 1 

 
Expo 39 

 
Magasinet Paragraf 1 

 
Timbro 1 

 
Utrikesmagasinet 2 

Alternative Left Aktuellt Fokus 4 

 
Arbetaren 2 

 
Arbetaren 2 

 
Arbetarmakt 2 

 
Arbetet 3 

 
Dagens Arena 1 

 
ETC 46 

 
ETC 7 

 
Flamman 7 

 
Fria Tidningen 1 

 
Socialisterna 1 

 
Tidningen Syre 16 

Alternative Right Bulletin 2 

 
Fria Tider 52 

 
Insikt24 1 

 
Newsvoice 4 

 
Nya Dagbladet 27 

 
Nya Tider 7 

 
Nyheter Idag 2 
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Samhällsnytt 47 

Mainstream Aftonbladet 15 

 
Aftonbladet 3 

 
Alingsås Tidning 1 

 
Avesta Tidning 1 

 
Barometern 2 

 
Barometern (från #N/A) 1 

 
Barometern Plus 1 

 
Blekinge Läns Tidning 1 

 
Blekinge Läns Tidning Plus 1 

 
Bohusläningen 3 

 
Bohusläningen Plus 3 

 
Bohuslänningen Plus 1 

 
Borås Tidning 2 

 
Borås Tidning (från #N/A) 2 

 
Dagens Nyheter 33 

 
Dagens PS 1 

 
Dagens Vimmerby 1 

 
di.se 1 

 
Eskilstuna-Kuriren Premium 3 

 
Expressen 18 

 
Falköpings Tidning 1 

 
Göteborgs-Posten 16 

 
Göteborgs-Posten Plus 3 

 
Hallands Nyheter Plus 5 

 
Hallandsposten 2 

 
Hallandsposten Plus 4 

 
Helsingborgs Dagblad 1 
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Helsingborgs Dagblad Premium 2 

 
Hudiksvalls Tidning Premium 1 

 
Katrineholms-Kuriren 2 

 
Katrineholms-Kuriren Premium 3 

 
Kristianstadsbladet 1 

 
Kristianstadsbladet (från #N/A) 3 

 
Kristianstadsbladet Plus 1 

 
Mariestads-Tidningen 1 

 
Mölndals-Posten 2 

 
Nerikes Allehanda 1 

 
Nerikes Allehanda Premium 1 

 
Norra Skåne 1 

 
Norran 1 

 
Norran Premium 2 

 
Norrbottens-Kuriren 1 

 
Norrbottens-Kuriren Premium 2 

 
Norrköpings Tidningar 1 

 
Norrköpings Tidningar Premium 4 

 
Norrlandska Socialdemokraten Premium 1 

 
Norrländska Socialdemokraten Premium 2 

 
Norrtelje Tidning Premium 1 

 
Nya Lidköpings-Tidningen 2 

 
Nya Wermlands-Tidningen 2 

 
Omni 10 

 
Örnsköldsviks Allehanda 2 

 
Östersunds-Posten 1 

 
Östgöta Correspondenten Premium 4 

 
Piteå-Tidningen Premium 4 
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Skaraborgs Allehanda 1 

 
Skaraborgs Läns Tidning 1 

 
Skånska Dagbladet 1 

 
Skånska Dagbladet Premium 1 

 
Smålandsposten 2 

 
Smålandsposten (från #N/A) 1 

 
Svenska Dagbladet 2 

 
Svenska Dagbladet 9 

 
Svenska Dagbladet Premium 3 

 
Sundsvalls Tidning Premium 1 

 
Sydsvenskan Premium 2 

 
Södermanlands Nyheter 1 

 
TTELA 1 

 
TTELA Plus 2 

 
Upsala Nya Tidning 5 

 
Upsala Nya Tidning Premium 3 

 
Vestmanlands Läns Tidning 3 

 
Vestmanlands Läns Tidning Premium 1 

Mainstream, public 
service Sveriges Radio 1 

 
Sveriges Radio Göteborg 1 

 
Sveriges Radio P1 1 

 
SVT Nyheter 5 

 
SVT Nyheter Väst 1 

Other Arbetsvärlden 1 

 
Dagen 4 

 
Enköpings-Posten Premium 2 

 
Filipstads Tidning 1 
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Fokus 1 

 
Folkbladet Premium 3 

 
Folkbladet.nu Premium 4 

 
GAFFA Sverige 1 

 
Helagotland 1 

 
Helagotland Premium 2 

 
Kingsizemag 1 

 
Kinda-Posten Premium 1 

 
Kvartal 1 

 
Kyrkans Tidning 2 

 
Ljusdals-Posten Premium 2 

 
Ljusnan Premium 1 

 
Motala & Vadstena Tidning Premium 3 

 
News 55 2 

 
Nyheter24 9 

 
Oskarshamns-Nytt 1 

 
Realtid 1 

 
Söderhamns-Kuriren Premium 2 

 
Södermanlands Nyheter Premium 2 

 
Strengnäs Tidning Premium 2 

 
Universitetsläraren 1 

 
Värnamo.nu 1 

 
Västerviks-Tidningen Premium 3 

 
Vimmerby Tidning Premium 3 

 
Ystads Allehanda 2 
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