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English Swedish

“Sixman”, one of six peasant trustees in a parish sexman

a small barrel old local? fat

bailiff fogde, befallningsman
barony friherrskap

barrel, 36 kappes, 56 Swedish pottles,146,6 L Tunna

cadastral assessment unit mantal

castle county = castle fief (compare County) slottsldn, "ldn”
copyholder frilsebonde

county, administrative district introduced in the 1630s or
later

lan (compare ’slottslén’)

crown farmer kronobonde
decibarrels XXXXXX
excess measure, full measure raga
freehold farmer skattebonde
=1/4 barrel halvspann
harvest-dependent tithes rorligt tionde
juryman niamndeman
kappe = 1/32 barrel or 4.58 L kappe

peasant farm/-er, peasant

bonde, hemman, gardsbruk

reduced grain was a method to sum the volumes of the
different kinds of grain according to their (standardized)
market value: 1 barrel of rye = 1 barrel of barley = 2
barrels of oats = 1.5 barrels of mixed grain (“blandsdd”) =
% barrel of wheat.

’ren sdd”,“ragvirde”,

country parish = annex to city parish landsforsamlig
sheriff, county constable linsman

XXXX fjirdingsman
sheave kérve, band, neke
shire grevskap
=1/4,1/5, 1/6 or 1/8 of a barrel skdppa

= 1/2 barrel spann

A pastorat was one or several parishes united under a pastorat

common head minister or vicar.

stook

skyl, rok, trave

Swedish firkin = 1/8 of a barrel fjarding
Swedish pottle = 1/56 barrel or 2.617 L kanna
tithe barn tiondelada
tunnland = 1,22 acre tunnland
unreduced grain volumes summed without considering spannmal
their value.

vicarage prastgard
yield, harvest/seed ratio korntal
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Swedish harvest-dependent tithes from and
including 1665

Lennart Andersson Palm

The aim of the project
The aim of the project has been to construct databases on harvest-dependent tithes in Sweden
(with the exception of Scania) at the parish level from 1665.

Tithes

Tithes according to the bible had to correspond to a tenth of the annual harvest. Grain tithes
were probably introduced in Sweden in the thirteenth century. During the sixteenth century
reformation, most of this tax was appropriated by the crown, instead of being a church tax in
its totality as was the case previously. Henceforth normally two thirds of the tithes in Sweden
the Crown tithes, went to the crown, one third to the parsons, often called the “tertial”.!
Tithes were an important part of the clergy’s salaries. In the archives tithes has left behind it a
vast source material. Tithes were variable or adjustable for a long time, that is, harvest-
dependent, but they gradually turned into a fixed tax. Information on variable or harvest-
dependent tithes can thus be used to follow the development of harvests during certain
periods for which there are no reliable farming statistics.

The tithes system in 1665 and onwards

Our project starts in 1665, when measurements had been regulated and unified over the
whole country. The 1638 tithes proclamation laid the foundations for the tithes system in
Sweden during our entire investigation period.> However, the proclamation is not particularly
detailed and more instructions were to follow on. A “patent” was issued in Gothenburg on the
15 May 1658. The patent contained a threat that tithes inspectors, who were crown officials
who were to gather in the tithes for a commission, would be reinstated. This was because the
farmers had not fulfilled the promises they had made to Parliament in 1644 in order to avoid
crown officials’ involvement. On 30 June 1663 an Instruction was issued to the bailiffs alias
crown tax leviers, since the 1658 decree had not been respected either.? Despite this, no
special tithes inspectors were appointed, but the district bailiffs had to carry out the
inspections, with the help of the Instruction. The most important regulations to apply in 1665
were the following (reference to each respective decree year in parentheses):

o Tithes were to consist of “all kinds of Grain / Rye / Barley / Wheat / Oats, Peas / Beans
...” (1638). As we can see from extant tithes lists, practice has varied between different
geographical areas.

e After the harvest and when the grain had been put to dry, the “sixmen”, elected parish
representatives, had to estimate the amounts owed (see below) in each field. Where the
parishes were wide-stretched, they asked for the assistance of lay assessors. If the men
counting could not write, then they had to note the number of stooks as marks carved on
sticks of wood (Sw. karvstock) while waiting for the tithes list to be written down. The
bailiff was to be responsible for the counting being correctly carried out. If the men
counting were found to have cheated, the bailiff was to inform the county governor

!'In Danish and Norwegian territories later to be annexed by Sweden the proportion could vary.
2 As e-book at Kungliga Biblioteket http://weburn.kb.se/eod/5630/NLS15A025630.pdf 2015-05-31.
3 ”Instruction hwarefter BefallningsMénnerne hir uthj Swerige sigh medh Kiyrkiotijondens Infordrandet, hwar
uthj sitt fogderije skohle hafwa att rétta och regulera. Datum Stockholm den 30 Junj Anno 1663”. We have not
found any printed version. Ostergétlands landskansli, ank. skrivelser frin kammarrad och reduktionskollegium
1661-64, volym 272, fol 143-146. VALA.
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according to the statute’s fourth point. The county governor would then appoint other
persons to do a recount with the elected parish representatives and the lay assessors. The
counting of the marks (see below) representing the number of stooks had to be correct.
(1663) The grain on possible burnt fields had also to be correctly estimated. (1638, 1663)

Wooden Measuring Stick — “Karvstock”

Probably from Ljusdal in Hdlsingland, 1627. Nordiska museet.

After bringing in the harvest, “a test threshing” was to be made, which meant an
investigation of how much threshed grain a stook or other unit gave on average. The test
was to be carried out in the presence of the sheriff (Sw. “ldnsman”) who was the bailiff’s
assistant in a certain part of his official duties. Two of the parish sixmen, six elected
parish representatives, also had to be present. Another sheriff (Sw. “fjardingsman’)
helped the bailiff in a yet smaller part of his official duties. If the test showed that the
yield differed between villages or peasant farms by %2 or a ¥4 Swedish firkin per stook,
more tests had to be carried out, so that none of the common people had to pay too much.
(1663) A Swedish firkin in this context was 1/8 barrel. Test threshing could be done in
the farmer’s own barn or in a specially established threshing barn in the church village.
(1638)

From the pulpits a meeting in parish premises was then to be called. There the tithes list
based on the carved wooden measuring sticks and other information were to be written
by the parish minister in the presence of the bailiff or his representative, the sheriff and
some of the elected parish representatives mentioned, and also men of the parish, i.e. the
peasantry. In connection with the setting-up of the lists, the results of the correct tests
were to be read out and written down in the tithes list (1663). The list was read out “‘so
that all might know what Tithes one or other”, i.e. the neighbours, “has paid”. (1638)
The idea was that they were to betray each other if anyone reported figures that were too
low.

All the farms and crofts were to be written down in the tithes list, including manor
estates and the farms belonging to them. The number of stooks was to be written down in
one column, the test in another and all grains in different columns for each type, as well
as finally how much each peasant farm or croft and its residents ought to pay. The list
was to be signed and sealed by the parish ministers as well as having the sixmen’s names
and house marks. The bad habit “That a majority of the ministers have written down and
formed the lists only according to what the common people have provided and delivered
to the church storehouses”, i.e. without control of how the tithes were estimated in the
fields, was forbidden thereafter. The original lists were then to be sent to the head of the
district (Sw. “hdrad”) bailiwick for further forwarding to the county council clerk.
Copies were not accepted. (1663)

According to the 1590 tithes mandate, provosts and district judges were to warn and tell
farmers to “be prepared to swear an oath on the statute book (Sw. “lagbok™) that they
had paid the correct tithes”. Swearing an oath has been considered to be an important
method for pressurising the peasantry not to cheat with their tithes. Where was this oath
sworn? It was to be dictated to them at the district court’s (Sw. “hdradsritten”) autumn



assizes “‘after the manner laid down in the old statute books”.* Since all peasant farmers
scarcely attended every assizes, we must assume that it may have taken place in some
other way. It was probably only the tithes assessors, especially the sixmen, who had to
swear the oath on behalf of their parishioners.’

The timing of the collection does not seem to have been regulated more exactly. Many
tithes lists are dated from December the year of the harvest. The collection was to take
place in the presence of the district bailiff, the parson and the sixmen. (1638). Each tithe
barn (not to be confused with the threshing barn advocated by the crown, see below!),
had to have three locks and keys, of which one was held by the district bailiff, one by
“whoever is assigned to the church storeroom” or his proxy, and the third by the six
elected parish representatives. The tithe barn could thus only be opened by all of these or
their proxies at the same time. (1663) It seems to have been so self-evident that the tithes
list was to be present at the collection that it is not mentioned directly in the statutes. On
the other hand, it was stipulated that in order to keep a check, the parson was to give the
district bailiff information about how much his third had provided after threshing so that
the crown’s tithes would match it proportionally. (1638). The parson of course fetched
his own allocation of stooks from the field directly after the drying process of the grain.
The bailiff had to see to it that the peasantry did not hand over their most inferior grain
for the tithes but according to “how that year’s growth had been”, so that those receiving
the tithes (the institutions or persons who had been allotted tithes by the crown) had no
reason to complain. If a peasant farmer did not pay, he would be written down on a
default list as with other taxes. (1663)

Along with the farms that the clergy used — the vicarage itself and other farms with
which the clergy had been endowed as an allowance — the farms of the nobility, the
manor itself and its copyholder farms situated in the same village as the manor, were also
exempt from tithes. In principle all other farms were to pay, “whether High or Low”,
from the household servants of the nobility down to a peasant farmer’s hired farmhands.
Others who wished to avoid tithes must be able to show a special letter from the king to
this effect. (1638)

With consideration to the complaints that were often made about the use of various
measuring vessels, a new and correctly adjusted barrel and smaller vessels were to be
purchased and handed in to each tithe barn just before the coming Michaelmass (29
September), all paid for out of the tithe barn’s unreduced funds, i.e. by the tithes
received. The vessels were to match in volume those vessels sent by the king to the
county governors, and their volumes were to be checked and adjusted in the presence of
the county governor or his proxy. (1663)

Regarding “the filling up of the barrel measure”, in Swedish “raga”, the extra grain that
was traditionally added to the barrels delivered during trade or in tithing (see the pointer
further on), the following was to be observed: the tithes were to be delivered “without
any stopping or shaking / however, when delivering, ... two Finsche kappe / should be
given instead of the filling up and loss from every barrel”. (1638; a kappe = 1/32 barrel)
The persons or institutions to which the Crown tithes were allotted were also to receive
the extra grain. The only exception was if the extra grain was expressly not included in a

4 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 39.

5> One example: Anno 1692 den 29 Februarii holls Laga Ting med Allmogen av Grundsunda Tingelag uti dess
Léinsmansgdrd Onskan av Héiradshovdingen Carl Stridsberg och vanlig Hiradsnédmd: ... § 12

De som varit ndmde till tionderdknare och voro kommet tillstides avlade sin ed att redeligen och oppriktigt
dirmed omgds. Men foljande varit ndmnde efter Ldnsmans och Sockenskrivarens intygande och intet kommit
tillstides gjordes saker till sina - 3 marker smt vardera, ndml: Nils Joransson i Ellon 3 marker , Michel
Olofsson i Banafjdl - 3 marker, Nils Siuhlsson i Husom - 3 marker, Olof Pedersson i Skademark - 3 marker i
formdgo av det - 33 Cap: av Tingm b. http://www.sikhallan.se/GRTingsprotokoll/DBG1692V_ htm. (February
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certain recipient’s tithes but was reserved for the crown for “other expenses”. ¢ (1663)
The recipients might be regiments or schools etc.

o The 1638 statute was to be read out aloud in the churches once a year and in particular
when tithes were due to be exacted. (1663)

e The 1638 statute was to be read out aloud in the churches once a year and in particular
when tithes were due to be exacted. (1663)

e  Under threat of punishment, the bailiffs were forbidden to receive any tithes before
everything had been delivered into the tithe barn. (1663)

The main ordinances to be published after those named above contain in principle the same
prescriptions regarding the tithes. The most important of them were the following:

Kongl. May:tz nddige Instruction Fér Hdiradzfougderne wid deras Tiensters och Embetens
Forrittningar. Gifwen Stockholm den 9 Octobris, Ahr 1688.” (His Majesty’s gracious
Instruction For District Bailiffs during the Execution of their Service and Office. Stockholm 9
October 1688)

Form, eller methode till kyrckio-tijonde lingdernes inrdttande hwar pd instructionerne bdde
for hiradzfogdarne uti den 3 puncten 2. §. som ock for hdaradzskrifwarne i den 4 puncten sig
beropa.(1688)% (Form or method for the construction of the church tithes lists of which
instructions both district bailiffs in point 3, para 2, and also district scribes in point 4, are to
be relied upon.(1688))

Kongl. May:tz Instruction, Hdaradz-Skrifwarne wid deras Tiensters Forrdttningar til
Effterrittelse. Gifwen Stockholm den 16 Octobris, Ahr 1689.° (His Majesty’s Instruction, for
District Scribes to follow during the Execution of their Duties. Stockholm 16 October 1689).

Stooks, sheaves etc

As has been described above, part of the assessment of tithes was to estimate the harvest put
out to dry in the fields in various forms. The most common Swedish units were the stooks —
Sw. skyl, trave and rék, composed of sheaves, Sw. kérve, band, neke.'® What were they?
After harvesting, the grain was first tied into sheaves. The sheaves were then set out to dry in
different ways in different kinds of stooks. The most common Swedish stooks are shown
below:

¢ Sometimes it occurred that the excess measures were not counted on so-called “grann sid”, that is small or
thin, very bad quality grain. See extract for Aska and Gostring districts 1718, p. 1248, RA. Hellenius 1801
writes, p. 22, about grain that leaves “worthless straw... easily pushed over, (and) often then overdried and
always giving very little and “grann” grain.”
7 Now as an e-book on Internet: http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38396
8 Now as an e-book on Internet: http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38394
9 Now as an e-book on Internet: http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38395
10 Cf. S40B under each term.
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Simple Swedish stook types: 1 Klocka, 2 Krokstad nek; 3 Toppbunden trindskyl; 4 Enkel spetshatt; 5
Kamskyl eller trave,; 6 Kringd hattskyl. Mattisson 1953, p. 86 (after C.G. Lekholm).

In Norrland there were several variants of drying method, see the chapter on Visterbotten
further on.

“Embezzlement” — how much grain remained unreported?

Gustav Vasa (king 1523-1560) was one of the first to suspect that the peasant farmers were
paying too little as tithes.!'! Despite swearing the oath and the parson’s certification, there
were a number of serious gaps in the control system. One was the assessment of the number
of stooks out in the fields: were there controllers in all the parishes? Did they have time for
everything? Did they know about all the small field patches in more sparsely populated
forested areas? Were they meticulous? During one and a half centuries after Gustav Vasa the
crown tried new methods and increased controls to raise the provision of tithes.

According to the peasant farmers themselves, the largest “embezzlements” of tithes
depended on the estate owners who considered themselves exempt from tithes duties. One
statement from the peasantry in 1638 declared that the nobility excluded their own manor
estates with appurtenant peasant farms and crofts and sometimes even disguised crop
cultivation on deserted farms outside their proper domains. Other groups might also exempt
themselves, such as cavalry, soldiers, bailiffs and officers etc. According to the peasant
farmers, this was an important cause of the crown’s sometimes decreasing tithes levy.!? The
last-named categories’ exemption ran counter to the decreed statutes. The government was
aware of this and tried to limit the number of people exempted and made clear, in among
others the 1638 tithes proclamation, that by and large only manors run by the nobility
themselves, their appurtenant peasant farms and crofts as well as vicarages, and likewise

' Among other things, he demanded that grain information be handed in for control, see e.g. Myrdal 1991, p.
276 ft.
12 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949 pp. 42, 44, 57.
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naturally the crown’s own castles and royal farms, were exempt from tithes. Even the military
and civil servants were duty-bound to pay their tithes. !>

In order to check that all farms were included in the tithes taxations, the tithes lists were
constructed on the same pattern as the Crown’s cadastres, which were intended to cover all
settlements of the kingdom. This took place as early as the sixteenth century. According to
the 1663 Instruction and following statutes, the Crown tithes lists were to account for all
those exempted, but that was not always the case even in the eighteenth century.!* Nor were
which causes were invoked in order for a certain farm not to pay: was a “zero” decimant,
tithes-giver, exempted on account of some privilege given or was he struck by a bad harvest?
In many cases, this is impossible to clarify.

As early as 1594, an important method of control was introduced. As has been
mentioned, it was then established that the clergy were to construct “certain registers”, also
over their own part of the tithes, the “tertial”. The directive pointed at the possibility of
control in a comparison of the crown’s tithes with what the parson had taken in and this
demand was repeated in 1638 and onwards. The parson was assumed to have strong interests
of his own to take out his own part of the tithes with maximal effectivity. If the parson had
such a register with him at the collection, this constituted a simple way of checking that every
peasant farmer handed in double the amount of Crown tithes grain as a rule compared with
what the parson had received.

However, the clergy’s “registers” used only to record the number of tithes sheaves etc.
that they fetched in the fields of the various farms. To keep the various farms’ sheaves
separate from each other at the vicarage and also from the vicarage’s own grain production,
and to thresh the tithes separately was normally impossible in practice. What this comparison
provided was only that the number of sheaves in the crown’s tithes had been correctly
estimated.

How much grain did each stook provide? The yield per unit varied between farms.
Tithes were frowned upon as a charge and in the threshing it was a great temptation for the
peasant farmer to hand over too little grain.!'® The crown used test threshing more and more
often as an important method of control. Via test threshing here and there in a parish, with a
representative number of units, an average amount of grain per unit was measured, which,
multiplied by the crown’s number of units resulted in the amount of grain the crown could
demand.'” In order to gain a better grip on the threshing process, the crown decided in 1627
besides that a special threshing barn should be constructed in each parish to which the
Crown tithes should be delivered after the harvest and where it should be threshed under
strict control.'® It is not clear how many such barns were built. In reality, the tests were
probably made in the peasant farmers’ barns but only in the presence of the usual tithes
controllers. The barn decree was repeated in later statutes.

Altogether, the control measures taken above must have given the crown considerable
control over the tithes. However, were they implemented? What was the practice locally? For
Ostergétland, the 1630 special lists over “the peasantry’s number of stooks etc and their
“threshed reduced grain” were added to the preserved Crown tithes lists. (for reduced grain,
see 0000000) ' In several parts of the country, similar thorough test threshings took place at
the end of the century. Each farm’s tithes threshing clearly occurred separately. Such
thorough test threshing was however unusual. Instead, scattered spot-checks were more

13 Kongl. M.ts til Swerige ORDNING och Stadga om Kyrkiotijenderne i Rijkedh/ giord pd Rijkzdaghen vthi
Stockholm Ahr M.D.C. XXXVIII (arstrycket 22/2 1638).
14On exemptions, underestimates etc. see Palm 1993.
16 That peasants did not want to pay tithes is shown in many examples e.g. in the tithes lists for Virmdd 1619
(Palm 2012, p. 47).
17 Compare the chapter on Halland further on. From this province there are examples that parsons took out more
than their lawful allowance and probably the crown less.
18 Bjorn Helmftrid 1949, p. 48.
19 Bjorn Helmftrid 1949, p. 49.
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common. In an account from 1638, the country’s peasant members of Parliament declared
that test threshing occurred in several unfortunately unspecified parts of the country. For
Uppland it was declared that the yield per stook was estimated according to a fixed model: a
stook was half a spann of grain both in “good and bad years” (which at least must have meant
a certain equalisation over the years).?’ David Hannerberg, a cultural geographer, mentions
sporadic information on test threshing in Nirke during the 17 century.?! In this project we
have made the assessment that test threshing was carried out in the whole country from the
1680s.

The counting of stooks and test threshing could be simplified through practical
roundings-off, probably downwards as a rule. The historian Jan Lindegren found in his
investigation of Bygdea in Visterbotten in the 1620s and 1630s that this might involve
considerable underrating.??> According to Lindegren, underrating resulted partly a) through
the tenth stook always being put aside and that often thereby no tithes counted from the
stooks that exceeded exactly ten in number, and partly b) through measurement of the
threshed grain with relatively crude measuring vessels when it was delivered to the tithe barn.
If the smallest vessel was e.g. a Swedish firkin, i.e. an eighth of a barrel, the measuring
stopped when the vessel was full, and the tithes exceeding that were possibly not estimated.
The total underrating in Bygded in 1627-1639 varied according to Lindegren between 9.7 and
26 % with the average of 15.6 and the median being 14.5. Bjérn Helmfrid discussed the same
problem, but pointed out that the stooks in among others Ostergétland and Uppland were
composed of sheaves of which every tenth might continue to be taken after the tenth stook
had been counted. That would diminish some of these threshold effects. He considered that in
the worst case, if the rounding-off was done downwards, the tithes in his area in Ostergdtland
would need to be increased by 5 % to compensate for the reduction.?’

From and including the end of the 17" century, it is possible to establish that the state
leadership in a certain sense began to give up when in many areas it introduced so-called
fixed tithes (see below). Its control had by then indeed become very effective, but at
altogether too high a price. The control apparatus laid claim to extensive personnel resources,
and grain might be destroyed on rainy and windy fields when the assessment and control
measures dragged out in time. Among the advantages of fixed tithes was mentioned in 1717
also that the conciences of the peasantry were no longer to be troubled with “swearing oaths
and assertions”, i.e. the obligatory oath-taking.?* The harvest-dependent tithes’ complicated
and labour-intensive assessments in the fields etc. ceased therefore in several areas before the
mid-1700s. The fixed tithes were set low enough for the peasant farmers to manage to pay
them in both “good times and bad”. The introduction demanded the approval of the farmers,
“accord”, and could crave lengthy negotiations.

When did a region obtain fixed tithes? This is not always that easy to ascertain.
Sometimes it happened that fixed tithes were introduced in a parish and adhered to for a year
or so, after which harvest-dependent tithes reappeared. It is thus impossible to be satisfied
with outright acceptance of the fact the tithes had become fixed just because one tithes list
with fixed tithes has been discovered for one year. When the fixed tithes had actually been

20 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 56.
2! Hannerberg 1941, p. 199 f.
22 Lindegren 1980, ch 6.1.
23 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 25, p. 79 ff. establishes for his area of investigation that roundings-off to level
Swedish half-firkins could occur at test threshings, but found that this only affected the yield estimate a percent
or so up or down. It was worse if the number of stooks was evened out between values like 15, 30, 45 etc. This
latter he found more common from the 1740s onwards. These mistakes were however well compensated for
according to Helmfrid (p. 101) if the tithes barrels are assumed to have been brimful instead of being loosely
filled and levelled off as they were in reality. (He does not seem to discuss the significance of the 1730s’
measurement changes. Lindegren 1980, p. 217 f. assumed that threshold effects could be percentually greater in
bad harvest years, but Bjorn Helmfrid, 1949, p. 97, found no such connection.
24 Kalmar linsstyrelses arkiv, landskontoret, Handlingar angdende tionde 1701-1749, VALA.
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settled, they were linked to various farms’ mantals, their cadastral tax assessment units. When
the mantals of land “were negotiated”, or reduced e.g. temporarily one or two years if for
instance a farm had burnt down, then the fixed tithes were also reduced. Minor variations in a
series of tithes do not therefore reveal per se if the tithes are fixed or harvest-dependent.
When the tithes in this project have been followed forward in time for one area and fixed
tithes seem to have been introduced, it has only been possible to follow a few further years to
check whether or not fixed tithes have become permanent, for reasons of work economy.
Sometimes it happened that some farms in a parish held onto the harvest-dependent tithes
whereas others progressed to fixed tithes. In many of the following county chapters, such
cases appear. A closer investigation on the individual farm level would provide further
information during a number of years for the farms that continued with harvest-dependent
tithes. This has not been possible within the framework of this project’s resources either.

A wave of fixed tithes introductions rolled over the country in the 1680s and 1690s.
However, large areas held onto harvest-dependent tithes. In December 1717 Parliament
ordered the Government via the Kammarkollegiet (the Legal, Financial and Administrative
Services Agency) that all the provinces that had not yet implemented fixed tithes were to do
so forthwith. The basis for calculation was to be each peasant farm’s “goodness and quality”
and tithes were set either in money in good times and bad, or in grain in natura. However, as
appears in various places in the following county and province descriptions, varying methods
were used. Besides, the Government’s proposals had little success in certain parts of the
country. In northern Sweden in particular, a number of areas continued with harvest-
dependent tithes well on into the 19™ century.

Source materials

County accounts

The main materials used for the project’s databases are the county accounts covering the
crown’s incomes. Two versions of the accounts for our period of investigation have been
preserved, one in the Riksarkivet, the central national archives’ series Lansrdkenskaper), and
the other in the ldnsstyrelse archives, that is the county councils’ landskontor archives in the
Nationals archive’s regional archives, the landsarkiven. The versions consist partly of
ledgers, landsbocker — the county’s incomes and costs in summary — partly of verifications
for the ledgers, the landsboksverifikationer. The information used by the project first and
foremost are the parish-wise summaries, tithes extracts, that can be found either in the county
accounts books or in the verifications. In exceptional cases, we have used the tithes lists
themselves that are included in the verifications.

Certain tithes accounts are labelled “forslag”, “suggestions”. This should not be
misunderstood. Suggestions today may sometimes refer to a budget or an estimation, but it is
clear from our investigated materials that the concept there refers to the bailiff’s final account
to the county office based on the tithes lists. “Suggestion” must then be interpreted as the
tithes accounts being preliminary in the sense that the bailiff’s compilation is to be examined
by e.g. the Kammarkollegiet.

Here below can first be seen photos of tithes lists as they normally looked when the
form had been specified in the statutes from and including 1663 — before that they could be
considerably simpler, with columns only for the farms, the names of the decimants and the
tithes sums.
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Figure 1. The full tithes list from Norrala parish 1700
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The list for Norrala parish in southern Hélsingland lists first farms and their peasant farmers,
in the next column the farm’s taxation given in the local assessment unit, here not as in most
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of the country’s counties in mantal, but in acreage (0res- and penningland). The next four
columns state “the entire yearly growth according to the measuring sticks” for rye, barley,
peas and oats, the peas measured in “lass”, i.e. loads, the rest in stooks. The next column
states what the test threshing had provided in Swedish pottles per stook or load, thereafter
what the previous figures correspond to in “tithes of the entire yearly growth after the
parson’s third has been set aside (drawn off)”. Tithes are stated here in barrels, Swedish
firkins (a Swedish “fjarding” = 1/8 barrel) and Swedish pottles (a Swedish “kanna” =2.617
L).

The list is concluded with the sums of the Crown tithes: 83 barrels, 5 Swedish firkins, 3
Swedish pottles of rye as well as 14 barrels, 3 Swedish firkins and 4 Swedish pottles of barley
(which together add up to 98 barrels and 1 Swedish firkin). The list is signed and sealed by
the parson first of all, thereafter Petrus Forsius, the district scribe, and finally the tithes
counters with their house marks.

The district scribes were also to summarise the tithes in their district in so-called Extracts,
according to their Instruction (point IV).

Figure 2. Parish tithes summaries for Hilsingland’s Southern Deanery 1700
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In the first column, the names of the parishes are stated, in the next references to the pages for
each respective parish’s tithes lists in the county verifications, and after that the “main sum”,
i.e. the total quantity of tithes that the parishes had managed to accumulate. Next last among
the parishes, Norrala’s tithes added up to 98 barrels and 1 Swedish firkin. In accordance with
the tithes list, no peas or oats were accounted for here After the tithes account, come a
number of columns for “customary reduction”: the “wine grain”, intended as support for the
parish church, the cathedral barrel, the provost barrel, the half-dustbarrel, the “dammspann”,
intended as a compensation for grain losses from the handling and storage in the tithe barn,
and the bible-printing barrel (more about the these later on). After these amounts had been
drawn from the tithes, the crown’s “amount retained” remained. Furthest down was stated the
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sum of the excess measure (see also further on) paid by the peasant farmers upon delivery to
the tithe barn (here 2 kappe per barrel containing 32 kappe) as well as the fee to the

Stockholm Orphanage equivalent to a fortieth part of the tithes plus the excess grain that had
to be added to this fee.

Figure 3 Tithes Extract for Hélsingland’s Southern Deanery 1700
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Tithes from the parishes could be permanently allotted to different institutions, particularly
schools and regiments. In the Extract above it is shown that some parishes’ tithes were
allocated to Uppsala Academy and the Uppsala church diocese’s schools and colleges. Only
the parish Undersvik’s tithes went to the crown for free use. A “customary reduction” that is
commonly shown among other such is the so-called “parsons’ remuneration”, “pristernas
vederlag”. For the parish “Skoug”, today’s Skog, it has been shown that its 12 barrels of
remuneration “were revoked”, i.e., had been rescinded by the crown and withdrawn from the
tithes allocated to Uppsala Gymnasium (on the credit side down on the right). This
“vederlag” shall not be confused with the parson’s third of the total tithes.

On the Extract’s last page can be seen how the tithes from Undersvik parish, retained by the
Crown, along with the “revoked” 12 barrels from Skog, were carried over to “Novo Conto”
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last on the debit side, and finally credited to Helsinge infantry regiment, a widow of a
military and the Crown for further, still undefined, uses.

Figure 4. Dispositions of the Crown’s retained tithes, Hélsingland’s Southern Deanery
1700
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Source: Gévleborgs léns landskontor, landsboksverifikationer, HAL

The Extract is entirely in accordance with the district scribe’s Instruction, and finally signed
by the bailiff Lars Sundberg and the district scribe.

Other archives

Two important sources that have been used for counties with large gaps in their normal tithes
material are accounts dealing with the fortieth part of the tithes that in southern Sweden were
allotted to the Vadstena krigsmanshus (Vadstena Soldiers’ home) and for the Malaren region
and northwards to Stockholms stora eller allmdnna barnhus (Stockholm’s main or general
Orphanage). These two recipients’ well preserved archives are deposited in the War Archives
of Sweden, recently included in the national archives, and the Stockholm city archives
respectively.?® It was in 1637 that it was decided that a fortieth of all tithes in “Svea

26 Krigskollegium, krigsmanshuskontoret, huvudbdcker, Krigsarkivet (KrA) and Stockholms barnhus,

huvudbdcker, Stockholms stadsarkiv (SSA). In 1650 it was decided that Halland and Gotland must also provide

an Orphanage barrel (Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 303). On Gotland, where ministers traditionally received all

the tithes, the ministers were exempted according to a royal resolution 22 December 1697 from the Orphanage
17



kingdom” should be allotted to these two recipients.?’ For a period it was unclear from which
section of the tithes this fortieth part was to be estimated. Here and there, it sometimes
happened at first that the bailiffs only estimated it on the remaining tithes i.e. what was left
after “the customary reductions”. On 1 September 1664, a royal resolution established
however as a response to the clergy’s appeal that the fee was to be based on the whole tithes
sum before all reductions.?® However, there was a long delay in some bailiwicks before this
was carried out (see below the separate county chapters).

The Soldiers’ home and Orphanage barrels are normally accounted for in the form of
bailiwick-based Extracts.?’

Figure 5. Extract from Stockholm Orphanage archives, Orphanage barrels from
Visternorrland county 1700

Source: Stockholms barnhus, Huvudbok 1701, SSA

contribution. This was further confirmed in a royal missive on 13 January 1705. (Thurgren 1859 p. 37). To
which degree Halland’s and Gotland’s possible fees were shown in the Orphanage accounts in SSA has not been
investigated in this project.
27 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 303.
28 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 303, n. 6.
29 Comparisons between tithes accounts in the National Archives’ verifications and fees information in the
Soldiers’ home’s accounts show that the latter refer to the same year as the county office’s tithes. Concerning
the Orphanage’s accounts, the following discrepancies must be observed: in the Orphanage’s main ledger for
1675 p. 440 it is said that the main ledgers for 1667-1675 have included the Orphanage barrel for the same
years’ tithes, i.e. the main ledger’s years correspond to the harvest year and its tithes. However, on account of
late accounting from the county offices, the accounting was changed so that each respective harvest year’s tithes
and the Orphanage barrel estimated according to that came to be shown in the main ledger dated the year affer
the harvest year. The 1676 Orphanage part of this year’s tithes must thus be sought in the 1677 main ledger etc.
18



To the far left in this Extract from the Stockholm Orphanage archives, we find the following
figures under Sodra Hélsingland’s “contract”, i.e. bailiwick: 39 barrels, 7 Swedish firkins and
1 9/10 Swedish pottle grain, 1 barrel, 7 Swedish firkins peas and 1 barrel 4 9/20 Swedish
pottles oats, including excess measure. We recognise this figure from the reduction columns
in the crown accounts’ Extract in figure 2 above. Multiplied by 40, the tithes for the whole
deanery are shown in the same figure, c. 1,596 barrels of grain, 76 of peas and 43 of oats.
Here it is shown how the Orphanage (and the Soldiers’ home’s) accounts, can be used to
estimate tithes for a bailiwick, sometimes even for parishes, where other tithes information
has been lost.

Sometimes tithes information has also been preserved in other tithes recipients’
archives: hospitals, regiments, schools etc. One problem with these accounts is that these
archives are dispersed and have often been lost. Unfortunately, many of the accounts have
been included in the county accounts with all their gaps and damage. However, some bigger
archives still exist in other places. Most known is perhaps Uppsala Academy’s accounts that
have been processed by Astrid Hegardt.?° For the former Norwegian and Danish provinces
Jamtland and Hérjedalen, Bohuslidn and the Scanian counties, where the part of the tithes that
were to be handed in to the local church were proportional to the harvest-dependent tithes,
information can be found in the church archives. In some of the archives from these areas, the
ministers’ accounts of their part of the tithes have in exceptional cases also been preserved.
Such information is taken advantage of in the following chapter on Halland and in another
project on Scania.?! When they have been used is apparent in the various county reports
following below.

Sometimes source materials are totally lacking or nowadays closed to research,
“marked in black”, sometimes materials open for use have been damaged. It may be a case of
missing pages, fire damage, pages stuck together by melted sealing wax, attacks by rodents,
or also mould infestation from which the spores have made the underlying text almost
illegible. In cases of mould, we have sometimes had to work in special hoods. Hard
bookbinding has not seldom hidden important figures in the text.>?

Harvest estimations based on tithes

Even in the early eighteenth-century geographers considered that they were able to assess
harvests from harvest-related tithes.** Later researchers have attempted the same thing. The
most well-known estimation is that by Hans Forssell’s in his classic work “Sverige 1571”.3
Bjorn Helmfrid’s conclusion was that tithes estimations, despite all and at least if stook
counting took place, can “be considered to reflect well the cultivated soil’s changing yield
ratios”. Attention should also be paid however to the fact that not all peasant farms paid
tithes, that not all crops were tithes-bound and that roundings-off downwards occurred during
estimation. He substantiates his conclusion through the estimation of yields and consumption
capacity.®> Among others David Hannerberg was also positive to the use of tithes for harvest
calculations.*® Hannerberg considered that tithes gave as good estimations of total harvests as

30 Hegardt 1975. The original accounts are kept in the Uppsala University Archives in Uppsala.
31 The project Historical Database of Scanian Agriculture, Mats Olsson and Patrick Svensson, Economic
historical institution at the University of Lund.
32 When columns for skidppas, Swedish firkins or lesser measurements have been hidden by tight bookbinding or
damage, an average has sometimes been used, e.g. for Swedish firkins 3.5, since there were 8 Swedish firkins to
a barrel and the Swedish firkin figure can then be 7 at most; half of 7 is 3.5.
33 See Martin Linde 2011.
34 Hans Forssell 1872-1883, p. 348 f. He also made harvest calculations for Norrland for the 1600s and 1700s
(Hans Forssell 1872 B).
35 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 167.
36 Hannerberg 1941, p. 199 ff. and 1959, p. 97; Among other users we note Lagerstedt 1942; Westin 1943;
Bertil Hedenstierna 1949; Yngve Nilsson 1950; Dagny Hedenstierna 1950; Lagerstedt 1955 and Montelius
1962, p. 62 ff. Staffan Helmfrid 1962, p. 43 f. was somewhat sceptical.
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modern farming statistics, even though they were 20 % too low. The historian Lars-Olof
Larsson was also positive: tithes lists “... constitute a very good index of the harvest result on
the whole ...”.%” Jan Lindegren considered tithes as patently useful for harvest estimations,
given that a number of additions were made and that seed information was taken note of.*
Also the economic historian Johan Soderberg considered that in comparison with other
information, the underestimation that marks the tithes lists is “surprisingly small”.>* The
agrarian historian Lotta Leijonhufvud considers that tithes lists are at least fit to estimate the
harvest trend over time.*° Later Hannerberg became more sceptical to the material; others,
among them Axel Wennberg and Lennart Palm, were even more pessimistic.*! Palm, who
studied the province of Vistergdtland, was however more optimistic concerning other areas
(See chapters further on on Vistergitland and Smaland). The conclusion of the present
project is that tithes information from the period investigated, adjusted in certain ways,
constitutes a very good index for the harvest development of most of the counties in the
country, and an excellent basis for very realistic harvest estimations.

The greatest problem with the harvest estimations are the tithes-exempt farms. 1 will return
below to how the project has taken these into consideration in its harvest estimations.
Another problem that was difficult to solve is the uncertainty that follows from the
standardisation of yield per stook that occurred in some areas e.g. in Uppland where
according to information in 1638 they estimated half a spann of grain from every stook in
both “good years and bad”.** The historian Bjérn Helmftrid found examples of this in some
parishes in Ostergdtland in 1704 and in Ostra Eneby he found an increasing tendency towards
standardisation from and including the 1730s.* He tried also to decide the size of the
miscalculation in connection with harvest estimations. It appeared that the average
miscalculation during the period with a high degree of standardisation remained around 4 %,
and only in exceptional cases fell outside the interval 6.5-2.5 %. Together with the
roundings-off at the estimation of the number of stooks, he was of the opinion that if one
consistently estimates “tithes- and ‘harvest figures’, as brimful instead of levelled-off, then
one should fully compensate the sources of miscalculation”. That large amounts of tithes
grain were withheld may “own certain validity in areas where standardisation has gone so far

37 Larsson 1972, p. 151.
38 Lindegren 1980, ch. 6.1.
3 Séderberg 1999, p. 112 ff.
40 Leijonhufvud 2001.
4l Wennberg 1947, Palm 1993. Hannerberg 1971 (p. 81) talks about a necessary supplement of 30 %. Wennberg
was very critical to tithes lists as a source for harvest estimations. He mentions weak results of test threshing in
western Ostergdtland during the later part of the 1600s and sinking tax levy as signs of tithes’ inadequacy in this
context. The results of the fixed tithes setting may be considered to back up Wennberg’s criticism of harvest-
dependent tithes: tithes setting resulted in increases of 10-33 % compared with harvest-dependent tithes in 1651-
1670. For Kvillinge parish, fixed tithes were probably about 10 % more than harvest-dependent ones. One
should then however bear in mind that fixed tithes were based on purely mathematical calculations. The Crown
demanded an increase of the tithes, and the peasants, when agreeing to an “accord” about fixed tithes, found an
increase worthwhile as they escaped stook-counting and other control during the sensitive and stressful time of
bringing in the harvest. Older yield figures would give a better picture even for the end of the 17" century, is
Wennberg’s conclusion. He considered also that the withdrawal percentage for tithes was lowered in connection
with crises but that this should not be seen as cheating; the crown could not allow people to starve to death. In
bad years, the crown and other tithes recipients were satisfied with smaller tithes than they formally had the
right to. (Wennberg 1946, p. 75 f, n. 30, ibid., 1947, p. 190 ff.) Bjorn Helmfrid found however nothing similar
for Ostra Eneby. He established admittedly also a “strong decline” in tithes towards the end of the 1600s, but
interpreted this as a sign that the yield was in fact declining in the county. Helmfrid did not agree with
Wennberg’s presentation which he found fragmentary and misleading (Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, pp. 129, 132 f,
167). County governor Stalarm pointed out a development similar to Helmfrid’s in most of the counties despite
more thorough controls introduced in the tithes statutes around 1690.
42 See chapter on Stockholm and Uppsala county further on.
43 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 79 ff.
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that a single figure has had to reflect all residents’ and all types of grain’s stook yield.”** Few
examples of such comprehensive standardisation have however been observed within the
project’s areas of investigation. It should however be noted that tithes were harvest-
dependent even in areas with standardised stook yields: the number of stooks continued to
vary with the yearly growth.*’ In summary, we have decided finally to allow these sources of
miscalculation to be compensated for with a ten-percent supplement when estimating the
harvest based on tithes. (This supplement lies approximately in the middle between Bjorn
Helmfrid’s and Jan Lindegren’s assumed underestimations according to the above).

In principle, the tithes-bound harvest is obtained by multiplication of preserved Crown
tithes sums by, as a rule, 15 (Crown tithes corresponded normally to 2/3 of the total tithes or
1/15 of the harvest, obtained as 2/3*1/10=1/15). In a parish where all the farms gave tithes,
the harvest estimation is thus almost complete. All that remains is to compensate for probable
underestimations when counting stooks and when test threshing, which has consequently
been set at 10 % in this project. Where the crown here and there kept less than 2/3, this must
be taken into consideration.

So on to the tithes-exempt farms. At harvest estimations, assessments must be made of
these farms’ harvest. That can be done most suitably by counting out virtual tithes for these
farms according to their tax assessment unit, mostly “mantal”. If the paying peasant farms in
a parish consisted of e.g. 20 mantals of land and the exempt farms of 2, the result is total
tithes (real + virtual) by multiplication of the real tithes from the paying farms by
((20+2)/20). The implied assumption is that the mantal was strongly correlated to the farm’s
resources, which it was, at least locally, with all certainty. The mantals emerge sometimes
from the tithes lists themselves, but as a rule they must be sought elsewhere, in among other
sources like the Crown’s cadastres and in other county accounts. For a small number of royal
castles, royal farms and manors that initially were not assigned any mantal, the mantal that
they in later times came to be taxed for can be used for the sake of simplicity. In many cases,
we have used the calculations that were made for 1690 in an earlier project.*®

As we have seen, the crown handed over parts of its tithes to other recipients. When
such recipients’ accounts have been used for harvest estimates in the project, we must be
aware that some recipients were only allowed to keep their tithes after certain “customary
reductions”. These reductions are the following*’:

e  Wine- and building grain, the local church’s retained part of the tithes (were for a long time
adjustable and harvest-dependent in the former Danish-Norwegian areas to the extent that
they were not leased out, “statt”, in “Old Sweden” it was as a rule fixed for long periods).

e (Cathedral barrel, two from each tithe barn.

e Bible printing barrel, one from each tithe barn. It had ceased in 1637, but was taken up again
in 1674 and then allotted to the Antiques College that had been established in Uppsala.

e Provost barrel, one barrel from each tithe barn.

e Parsons’ remuneration varied according to what the 1500s reformation signified in the form of
withdrawn church peasant farms belonging to the parishes’ parsons’ table. This kind of
remuneration was unchangeable but sometimes more temporary, enjoyed if the vicarage was
situated near a heavily trafficked road etc.

e “Dammspann”, half a barrel from every parent church’s tithe barn, a quarter from other
parishes (ceased usually when fixed tithes had been introduced).

The reductions mentioned were to a great degree unchanged over time on the parish-level.
For the Orphanage and Soldiers’ home barrels, see above.

4 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 79 ff,, 101.
45 Leijonhufvud 2001, p. 76. The proverb “rye hires farmhands right up to midsummer” means that the amount
of straws, and thereby the number of stookes, varied according to the annual growth. Linnarsson 1948, p. 121.
46 Palm 2012.
47 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 303 f.
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Estimates?
For parishes that completely lack tithes information for one year or other, we have not made
any attempt at estimates. The files in the database in principle only take up the actual figures
to be found there. Where parish gaps have been found, index calculations on the district or
bailiwick level have been used to fill them. In most cases therefore we have set the harvest
year 1665 = index 100.

How this calculation has been carried out is shown by the following imaginary
examples:

1665 Tithes Index
Parish A 10 100
Parish B 10 100
Parish C 15 100
Parish D 5 100
Total tithes 40 100
1675 Tithes Index
Parish A 15 15/10*%100=150
Parish B 10 10/10*100=100
Parish C 20 20/15*100=133,33
Parish D No info
Estimated total tithes 51.11 Received as ((150+100+133,33)/3)*(total tithes 1665)

As can be seen, the parishes produced tithes of varying size. The index presents simple
calculations of the average. Extreme values for small parishes can thereby sometimes give
unrepresentative indices. One could, if the ordering of sizes may be taken to have been stable,
choose to weight the index. Perhaps using median values would also have been preferable.
For practical reasons, we have however refrained from doing this. In the index diagrams we
have made, information has also been included on how many parishes a certain year’s
calculations use as its base. The fewer parishes, the more uncertain the calculations.

One estimate of the harvests from the Orphanage or Soldiers’ home barrels where the
1664 rule was applied presumes an estimate of the total tithes based on these institutions’
accounts. Such an estimate is as a rule made through simple multiplication of the number of
barrels stipulated there by 40 (as well as the supplement for exempt farms according to the
above). When the Orphanage barrel in certain areas in Uppland and S6dermanland at the
beginning of the period investigated has, against the rules, been estimated based on the net
tithes after customary reductions, these have been seen in our project as largely stable in
every parish, Their size has then been taken from a suitable source and a year close to the
years when the 40-part barrels have been used. The estimates of the total bailiwick tithes have
then been made using the following formula:

40 *(((customary reductions — the stipulated Orphanage barrel)/40) + the stipulated
Orphanage barrel)
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In order to assess the realism in the harvest estimates from Soldiers’ homes’ and Orphanages’
accounts, randomly sampled bailiwick comparisons have been made between information on
the Crown tithes in the tithes extracts and the tithes
that can be estimated from the 40" parts. Mostly -4
the differences are reasonably small. Sometimes
they do deviate however. Most of the deviations ik
can be explained by various roundings-off. The P L A C AT
smallest unit in the two kinds of accounts is often Om Lt o ikt
decimals of kappes, i.e. 320" parts of the barrel. A -
320" part is the equivalent of about a half litre of
grain. When the tithes are estimated from 40" part
barrels, possible mistakes are multiplied by 40. If
one is later to estimate the harvest, normally by
multiplication of the Crown tithes by 15, this
means thus that possible mistakes are multiplied by
600. When, as in the case of Oland district in 1686,
thoroughness in the Orphanage barrel’s number of Tenefti Gtoctbolm. af Janatio SRewver/
kappes is as great as 36,299/72,000 of a kappe, T Kongl. Do, S 1665
then the mistakes will despite all be very tiny.
Other deviations can be explained by the irregular
calculation of the 40™ part in some bailiwicks (see above). Anyhow, the harvest estimates
from the Soldiers’ home and Orphanage barrels carry some uncertainty that is hard to
measure in the statistical series produced from the material.

Our hope is after all this to have obtained homogenous tithes series from the material
mentioned at least at the bailiwick and district levels for counties with large gaps in their
other tithes material.

The barrel

Before 1665 it is sometimes unclear how much a grain barrel held. A new barrel in 1638 was
probably somewhat smaller than the nearest previous and later barrels (142.9 litres).* Via
proclamations on measurements and weight in 1665, the levelled-off barrel’s (see below)
volume was adjusted to 146.6 litres, a volume that was later to apply until the introduction of
the decimal system around 1860. The barrel could be divided into 8 Swedish firkins, 2
spanns, 4 half-spanns, 56 Swedish pottles or 32 (almost) kappes. In the areas that counted in
Swedish measure “skippa”, uncertainty still prevailed about the volume of these. There might
be 4, 5, 6 or 8 skippas to a barrel. Skdppa-counting only occurred in the provinces Bohuslin,
Halland, Vistergdtland, Smaland, Virmland and Oland in the areas investigated in the
project. Concerning these skdppa measurements, see these particular county chapters further
on.

Excess measure — the “raga”

The tithes amount farmers were to deliver to the parish tithe barn depended not only on the
barrel’s volume but also on the method of measuring. According to the 1638 decision the aim
of the “rdga” was to compensate for the “disappearance”. What was that? Bjorn Helmfrid
showed, as we have seen, that roundings-off downwards etc. when counting stooks and test
threshing mean that the tithes lists’ actual quantities needed to be increased by almost 5 % in
order to correspond to the tithes’ correct proportion of the harvest. It is probably this that is
meant by “disappearance”. The 1638 excess measure corresponded to not quite 6 % of the

4 Morell 1988, s. 38.
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tithes.>® Lindegren counted with a considerably higher underestimation, on average 15.6 %.
Compare above the project’s suggested supplement of 10 % in this context.

When measuring grains, there was a difference between levelled-off and excess or full
measures. The former meant that the measuring vessel was filled then levelled off by drawing
a stick across the lip of the vessel. The latter meant that the vessel was filled with as much as
it could contain without any excess falling off.

At the Parliament meeting in 1638, the peasant farmers complained that large excesses
were measured when tithes were gathered, but that levelled-off measures were used at the
bailiff’s onward deliveries “not knowing whether the same excess measures do any good for
the crown or not”.>! Now it was decided that the tithes should be delivered with unshaken,
unpacked and levelled-off measures but with an excess of 2 “Upplandz fat” corresponding to
“Finnish kappes”. When certain measures were changed through the 1665 regulation, the two
kappes were retained, equalling 2/32 or 0.0625 barrel or 9.16 L.>>

According to a regulation from 1733, the method of measurement was changed. The
tithes grain was now to be measured not only levelled off but also shovelled and shaken. By
shovelling was meant in this case that the grain was packed by throwing it down hard with a
shovel, and the shaking of the vessel meant further packing and thus more grain per vessel
volume. The amount of grain the farmer was compelled to deliver was thereby increased.™
Two kappes in excess still had to be added. This measurement method was repealed after four
years on account of great dissatisfaction among the peasantry.>* That means that some
uncertainty now exists about a barrel’s contents excluding the excess measures for the period
1733-1738. It may have contained 3-7 % more grain than the years around that period.>> At
the turn of the year in 1736/1737, a law was made that returned to the loose and levelled-off
measurement method with the two supplementary kappes. Thus they were back with the same
volume as before 1733. In 1739 the kappe measure was doubled to four kappes per barrel.
Now 36 kappes were thus counted per barrel. The excess measure thus corresponded to about
12.5 %. The 36 kappes measurement came to be called the “fixed measure” and the barrel the
“fixed barrel”. This was changed only when the decimal system was introduced in 1855-
1863. The supplements were always counted in levelled-off measures.

How was the measuring in the tithe barns carried out? According to the statutes, the
measuring vessels were only allowed to contain the standardised, officially fixed volumes.
Larger so-called “uppbdrdstunnor”, collecting barrels, that included the excess measures were
forbidden as early as the during Gustav II Adolf’s government (Gustav was king 1611-
1632). It has naturally been easier and perhaps more personally lucrative for the bailiff and
his people to measure in larger vessels than those approved. And the peasant farmers’
complaints in 1638 imply that the prohibition was perhaps not always effective. The crown
sharpened its order however and we saw e.g. above that the authorities as early as 1663
presumed that the tithe barns held a set of approved vessels of different volumes in order to
be able to estimate the farmers’ supplements in the form of excess measures according to the
tithes lists, apart from the tithes. In 1739 the following was legislated that had probably
applied already for a long time:

0 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 97.
3! Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 13. In connection with the 1638 tithes discussions, the rear admiral came with a
reminder that in the time of Karl IX, king 1604-1611, an excess measure of two Swedish pottles per barrel had
been decided, but that since the barrel had been made bigger (he does not specify any year ...), the excess
measure was nonetheless exacted. According to Raam 1670 the year was 1604.
52 Emerges many times explicitly in the extracts, see e.g. the extract for Stegeborg county’s bailiwick in 1669.
53 When test measurements were undertaken in 1737 they showed that the differences between a loosely packed
and a very heavily shaken and packed measurement could amount to a 4 barrel. Falkman 1885, II, pp. 155-157.
34 Jansson 1950 under ”Kappe” and ”Fast mal och fast tunna”.
35 Morell 1988, p. 44.
36 Jansson 1950, p. 99.
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“... all charges in kind, Tithes and privilege grain, in collection and delivery, ought either to be
poured slowly out of the sack into the barrel, ... or be measured in such a way loosely, so that
the measurer or he who carries out the measurement, stands by the barrel, and with a shovel,
which is wielded by both hands, and pours the grain over the tip of the shovel blade into the
barrel, at once as much as is on the shovel, closely over the barrel brim, not with any gesture,
throwing, the shovel being lifted higher, or so that the barrel is bumped with a foot or the
shovel; and when the barrel is thus full, it is brushed evenly off with a correct brushing plank,
that should not be sharp-edged underneath, but somewhat rounded, and not broader on the other
side than two inches. With smaller measures, the same procedure is applied”.’

The temptation for the collectors to carry out simplifications has surely been great and the
excess measures that we see in the accounts are sometimes possibly pure accounts products.
A letter to the editor in a Jimtland newspaper in 1844 shows how the business could be
conducted and complains that an

“... indeterminate measuring method is common at the annual Crown-Tithes collections here —
Without any levelling off, the Barrel, after the Bailiff’s approval, shall be filled to a 1 to 2
inches’ rounding in the middle, and the smaller measuring vessels in proportion to that, under
the idea that a generous over-measure is required as compensation for what can become a
diminishment through tramping and shovelling at the measurement; the peasantry seems from
this to have reason to ask the question: (if somebody were to answer it would be desirable;) is
there any Ordinance that imposes upon the Tithes- or Revenue-giver to fill the measuring vessel
with more than it actually accommodates under a lawful levelling-off ruler?”>®

In his study of tithes in Stdthéga in Ostergétland, Bjorn Helmfrid puts the important question
of how the excess measure affects our assessment of the tithes lists’ actual figures. According
to Helmfrid, the answer is simple: The lists’ figures “intend to evaluate the farmer’s yearly
harvest, measured with the locally prevalent levelled-off measurement”.”° The excess
measure or the “rdga”compensated for an approximately equally large underestimation in the
tithes estimates out in the parishes: If one consistently estimates tithes and “harvest figures”
with excess instead of levelled-off measure one ought fully to compensate for the errors.*°

Barrel and excess measure from and including 1665

According Barrel Measuring method: Barrel volume
to statute: volume in with topping in
litres: litres:
1665—-1732 146.6 Levelled-off + 2 kappes 155.8
1733-1736 146.6 Levelled-off, shaken, shovelled + 2 kappes C. 160-166
1737-1738 146.6 Levelled-off + 2 kappes 155.8
1739 — 146.6 Levelled-off + 4 kappes 164.9

Source: Morell 1988, p. 41 ff.

We have aimed at homogenous statistics on tithes without excess measure, i.e. tithes in
levelled-off barrels etc. In the source materials used in the project, it has therefore been
important to control how excess measure has been treated when making excerpts. That is
done first and foremost by investigating whether or not the tithes extract’s tithes figures

57 Kongl. Maj:ts Fornyade Forordning Angdende Mdhl, Mdtt och Wigt, 29 maj 1739. Compare Instruction
Kongl. May:tz nadige Instruction For Hdiradzfougderne wid deras Tiensters och Embetens Forrdttningar.
Gifwen Stockholm den 9 Octobris, Ahr 1688, 111:2.
38 Letter to the Editor, Nytt Allvar och Skimt, N:o 16, Thorsdagen den 18 April 1844.
% Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 12 1.
0 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 101.
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match levelled-off barrels according to the statutes. If the number of barrels in the extract and
lists match, then one can without problem use the more easily worked-on extract’s barrels
instead of the lists’. That does not prevent the extract’s barrels from in actual fact being in
full measure, which they have been when the peasant farmers at collection at the tithe barn
had been forced to add excess measure to the tithes lists’ specified levelled-off tithes. The
number of barrels with excess measure in the extract was thus numerically as many as the
lists’ levelled-off. In many cases the excess measures are also specified as separate entities in
the extract. In the county chapters that follow, we discuss how the excess measures were
treated in each respective region’s source material.

On the columns in the databases

Certain standardisations have been made in this project:

e Anmaérkningar = Remarks: sporadically stated comments on the databases’ figures

e Decibarrels = The sources’ figures in fractions converted to decimals and with
consideration taken to locally varying smaller measurements

e Index = tithes or harvest figures converted to index with 1665 as base year

e Killor = Sources = information on from which archive, which series and volumes or
from which literature the databases’ information has been taken

e Léan 1913 = the county division used in Emigrationsutredningen, Bilaga V,
Bygdestatistik. 1910

e Standardhérad = the district division used in Palm 2000, as a rule each respective
parish’s district appurtenance during the middle of the 18™ century

Otherwise, it is apparent which variables are included in the databases for the various

counties and areas in the following chapters.
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Bohuslan

Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions

Bohusldn — the old Norwegian province Viken — was annexed from Denmark-Norway
through the peace treaty in Roskilde in 1658. During the first Swedish period the province
was led by a governor with Bohus fortress outside the city of Kungélv as his residence. In
connection with the Scania war (1676-1679) general governorship was established for the
Scania provinces, which for a time included Bohuslén. After the war ended, Bohusldn
province was included in a new county — Bohus county. The old western-Swedish districts of
Askim, Sivedal and Eastern Hising, the latter also called “Swedish Hisingen”, were
transferred from and including 1680 from Alvsborg to what soon became Géteborgs och
Bohus county, an ordinary civil Swedish county. Vittle district and half of Vine district
(Vassianda-Naglum and Véne-Ryr parishes) as well as Dalsland belonged temporarily to the
county in 1680 (belonged otherwise to Alvsborg county).

In 1673, the baronship Bohusldn also called Kastell-ladugarden, also near Kungélv, was
established. It was ceded to the crown in 1681.°!

Rd6dbo parish is sometimes called Kungilv’s country congregation, and Bive
sometimes Uddevalla’s. Possible tithes from the former chapel congregations Lysekil and
Mollésund are included in the database among their main congregations’ i.e. Lyse’s and
Morlanda’s tithes respectively. Tose parish tithes were included in due course in Svarteborg.

In the database, the old western-Swedish districts’ tithes information has been excluded
on account of its uncertainty (see under chapter on Vistergotland). We are thus concerned
only with the province under the heading Bohuslén.

Source materials

The tithes information used for statistics on harvest estimates has for some years been taken
from a transcript of the tithes-setting list for 1694 in the National Archives’ regional archive
in Gothenburg, for other years in the unusually well preserved county accounts at the central
National Archives in Stockholm.®?

The war in 1675-1679 lead to a degree of destruction of tithes information: e.g.
Western Hising’s lists for 1677 are said to have been destroyed during the Norwegian siege
of Bohus and for the Inland districts during the battles round the town of Uddevalla. Further
source losses occurred when Sonnerviken district’s tithes inspector defected to the enemy
side as early as 1675.

The parish churches in Bohuslén kept a third of the tithes, as did among others Scania
and Halland. This part of the tithes is accounted for in numbers of church accounts from this
region. These have been very valuable tithes sources for the war period 1675-1679 when the
Swedish crown lost control over extensive areas of the province and the county accounts do

%! Bro and Lyse parishes are included in the present databas under Stingenis skeppsreda unlike in the previous
agrarian project’s databases (Palms och Martin Lindes Sverige 1570-1810 etc.).
2 Gdteborgs och Bohus lins landskontors arkiv, Gllle:1, GLA; Linsrikenskaper Goteborgs och Bohus lén, RA.
In the former case for work-saving reasons — minor differences between original information sources may
possibly have occurred, however probably insignificant in our context. In 1690 for some reason the crown
accounts take up both the Crown and parish church tithes, which is why the tithes for this year have been halved
in the database to simplify comparisons with other years’ Crown tithes.
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not show the tithes in question in the occupied regions.®> When such information has been
used, this is shown in the database’s source column.

Possible clergy private accounts (see below concerning Halland) have not been
searched for in this project, even though they might exist occasionally. Other material that
may have been preserved in archives from the various recipients to whom the crown has
allotted the county’s tithes, such Marstrand’s town church and school, Gothenburg’s senior
high school, Géteborgs gymnasium, and others, has also been left out. The accounts
preserved in Danish and Norwegian archives for the parts of the province occupied in 1676-
1679 also belong to that which has not been investigated.%

Bohusldn paid the so-called Soldiers’ home barrel to Vadstena Soldiers” home from and
including 1687 at least, but this information has not needed to be used.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

In the Géteborgs och Bohus county governor’s PM concerning the 1694 tithes setting (see
below) it is said that the barrel was as large as in the rest of the country; unshaken and
without excess measure, it contained 146.6 litres.

Confusion prevailed however even after the 1665 standardisation as far as the barrels
under-divisions in western Sweden were concerned, varying sizes of the “skdppa”. The PM
gives explicit orders as to what applied at the time of setting tithes. Different sizes of skédppas
existed at that time in different parts of the county depending on historical conditions: four
skdppas per barrel were counted in the former Norwegian areas and five sképpas per barrel in
the county’s old Swedish districts “like in Alvsborg county”.® In the material on the tithes
setting it is noted that on the big islands Tjorn och Orust (like in the Vistgota districts), all
tithes were counted exclusively in skdppas, but in all other areas in both barrels and sképpas.

In 1668, for Norrviken’s bailiwick it was said that tithes “are estimated at 6 skédppas to
the barrel according to the recently established measure in that place”, but during the
following also in sdttingar; one sitting corresponding to 1/12 barrel.®® The same thing
applied for a time in Sorbygden bailiwick. Otherwise in the crown’s accounts in Bohuslidn
they used skdppas of which there were four to a barrel. Some confusion remains, for in 1683
it is clear that they counted 6 sképpas to a barrel in Sonnerviken, according to the PM in
1694, implicitly 4. How the changes happened has not been considered worth investigating
more closely. The extract’s main sum is of course in barrels. Only for Orust’s and Tjorn’s
bailiwick does the size of the skdppa have some significance for the tithes estimates since all
tithes there are shown in skdppas, even in the list summaries. At least 1669 and onwards the
tithes extracts on those islands indicate four skdppas to the barrel.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures
The excess measures are always specified separately in the material we have gone through.
The database only includes levelled-off barrels.

63 Information about the parish churches’ third of the tithes has been preserved for a number of parishes these
years. The informations seems as a rule to have been compiled in 1680 after the war. From the accounts we see
that both the Swedish and Norwegian troops had taken away greater or smaller parts of the parish churches’
tithes. In northern Bohuslén that was occupied for a long time, half of the tithes seem systematically to have
been taken by the Norwegian troops.
% Included among Reviderede regnskaber, Midlertidigt Besatte Lande, 1651-1722, Rigsarkivet, Copenhagen.
% PM in Hiradsskrivarens i Géteborg arkiv, volym EI:9, s. 5, GLA. Concerning barrels, skiippas etc. see also
the project report Sverige 1630. Akerbruk, boskapsskétsel, befolkning.
% Framme 1999, p. 348.
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The tithes system

For the former Norwegian Bohusldn, Crown tithes were only 1/3 of the tithes; the remaining
2/3 went to the minister and the parish church.®’” From an inquiry into the clergy’s and
churches’ incomes in the county accounts office, it emerges that the ministers, like in many
places in the former Danish-Norwegian areas collected their tithes directly “by the sheaf ” in
the fields after the grain had dried.®® From many parish church accounts it emerges that the
churches’ tithes, when they were harvest-dependent, were taxed according to yearly growth
and are accounted for “by the skippa”, i.e. as threshed grain. Comparisons show that the
three thirds were equal in size, which they were not always in other annexed areas (see under
Jamtland further on).

In the tithes-setting material for the years 1685-1687 (1689) it is stated that the tithes in
the tithes lists consulted were estimated according to “the old traditions and methods”, “old
traditions and customs” and similar, in the lists in 1691-1693 after tithes estimates and test
threshing “according to the instructions and new methods”. What the “old methods” meant
more precisely is still unclear. The information is fragmentary:

In 1667, Vistra Hising’s lists were signed by the bailiff, the sheriff and the jurymen. In
1673 the lists were confirmed with “testimonial” by the district judge with all the court
jurymen plus seven seals. In 1666, 1668, 1669, 1672, 1675, 1678, 1683, and 1684 it was the
district court that approved the sealed tithes lists. The same applied at least in 1678 also to
Inlands Sodra district. In 1688 it is stated that the clergy and district jurymen had set up and
signed the Vistra Hising’s lists.

In 1668, Norrviken’s lists were signed by the minister. In Sotends and Norrviken, a
tithes inspector set up and signed the lists in 1672. In Norrviken’s bailiwick in 1674, tithes
followed the ministers’ and jurymens’ signed and sealed lists.

Sonnerviken had a tithes inspector in 1675 (see above).

For Inlands” Frikne, Torpe and Nordre districts, tithes lists from 1675 are signed of the
ministers and provided with seals for six persons with peasant names. In 1674, the list was
provided with six seals.

In 1684, Orust’s and Tjorn’s tithes are acounted for according to the minister’s lists.

One important question is if “the old tradition” included test threshing. At least in 1680 both
stook counting and test threshing were used everywhere, but one piece of information from
Inlands Sédra district in 1673 may awaken doubt when it mentions that taxation was ...
correct and according to the peasantry’s own statements, and therefore we verify as testimony
...”. In 1674, Inlands’ tithes were said to be “taxed according to the year’s growth”. Several
parish accounts state explicitly that church tithes had been taxed according to the year’s
growth, which speaks for test threshing. In 1678, the crown accounts for Halta parish in
Inland state that tithes have been adapted to “the peasantry’s impoverished condition and the
year’s crops”, and the lists were once again provided with six signatures. In 1682, Inland
Torpe district’s list communicates that tithes are “according to God’s blessing and the year’s
harvest ... so correctly stated, as we before God and His Royal Majesty safely will and can
answer”, the list once again with six seals. In 1689, in the list for Krokstad is written: “... to
the most careful degree investigated, and after human efforts, as well as our best conscience,
correctly and rightly accounting for the crops that God has graciously decided to bless the
country with”. For Naverstad parish in Norrviken district the list ends thus in 1673 “... ata

67 According to the county governor’s PM in 1694, the crown only received a third of the tithes in the province
of Bohuslin “according to ancient custom”, and the church and the minister each received their third. In “the
districts obedient to Gothenburg (Askim, Sivedal and Ostra Hising districts) the (tithes allocation) is similar in
constitution to Vistergotland province and Alvsborg county, which as far as after allocation ... has been
observed”, i.e. that two thirds went to the crown and the minister retained one.
8 See Goteborgs och Bohus lidns landskontor, G IX ab, “pristverket”, Pristerskapets och kyrkornas inkomster,
1685, 1696, GLA.
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general meeting after God’s blessing and the year’s crops as stated by the peasantry ... as
which we have most carefully been able to test and investigate ...”.

As will be seen below, the peasantry complained around 1690 about the cumbersome
tithes counting that had been introduced via various decrees after the province’s takeover by
Sweden. Against this background and the above glimpses, it seems that Bohuslidn under our
period of investigation had the same system as old Sweden, with ever more thorough controls
through test threshing, the minister’s participation in taxation, the “sixmen” and oath-
swearing in court. In at least certain parts of Bohuslédn, the crown had at times sharpened its
control via appointed so-called tithes inspectors.

In Scania and Halland it was common that both crown and parish tithes were leased,
often by a nobleman, sometimes by parish peasant farmers for a fixed charge. The lease could
be for a long time, sometimes the lease-holder’s lifetime. Such things also happened in
Bohuslén, especially before 1675. The parish churches’ tithes could also be leased. In
Bohusldn’s crown accounts not only its lease is shown but also the tithes the lease-holder
took out, probably as a control on the part of the crown that the lease had not been set too
low.

Ockerd island parish paid its tithes in money. In 1675, it was written that the island had
“fairly little or almost no agriculture ... (and carried out its) industry by fishing and other
things from the sea”. In 1694 the island’s tithes were estimated at 4 barrels, 2.5 sképpas.®’

Fixed tithes

Fixed tithes were introduced in the country from and 1694. There is particularly good reason
to give a closer account of this tithes setting since it also discusses the traditional tithing
methods and methods used to set fixed tithes in other counties and their suitability for
Bohuslén in particular. It started like this:

Around 1690, complaints came in from the peasantry in Bohuslin to the authorities
over the inconveniences that had cropped up through the cumbersome tithes counting that
had been introduced and regulated in new instructions since the county became Swedish.
People wanted to have tithes now with the same unchangeable sum year by. The
Kammarkollegiet decided on 19/8 1691 on fixed tithes setting in the whole county. On 21/2
1694, it finally sent out the order to the county governor, Johan Benedict von Schonleben, to
implement the tithes setting for the crown’s “greater security” and the peasantry’s “solace
and relief for the trouble and difficulties that the estimate and test threshing have been said to
bring with them”. Hereafter a large-scale apparatus was set going. The question that
immediately arose was how to act in reality when setting fixed tithes? Which methods were
available? How they reasoned is apparent from the correspondence about the Bohuslén tithes
setting.”’

On 15/8 1692, the Kammarkollegiet had various methods that had been used when
setting fixed tithes in other parts of Sweden. Chamber councillor Lars Eldstjerna’s method for
Jonkoping and Kronoberg counties in 1686 had meant that tithes were linked to acreage and
type of soil. In those two counties trials had been made under the supervision of ministers and
bailiffs. The Kammarkollegiet also stated that almost the same method had been used
previously by commissioner “Hellesten” (probably Hillethan) for the provinces Scania,
Halland and Blekinge. This man had after acquiring information on te “seed for sowing ...
calculated a growth of every grain kernel and then from that proportioned the crown’s
amount of the tithes”. The commissioner had in other words used the yield ratios of grains as
his starting point.

9 Linsrikenskaper Goteborgs och Bohus lin, olika &r, RA; Gdteborgs och Bohus lins landskontors arkiv,
GlIlIIe:1, GLA.
70 When not otherwise referenced the following information is taken from Handlingar kring tiondesittningen,
Haradsskrivarens i Goteborg fogderi arkiv, volym E 1:9, GLA.
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The Bohuslén county governor suggested in the correspondence with the
Kammarkollegiet another method for his county: That several previous years’ tithes should
be added together and an average calculated as guidance. The Kammarkollegiet did not agree
but recommended now instead a method that had been used at a tithes setting in Ostergdtland
county and where the setters had considered the information from the peasant farmers
themselves about their seed for sowing as well as the results of the professional land-
surveying investigations where such had been possible to carry out.

On 18/10 1692 Schonleben objected however that the Ostergdtland method did not suit
Bohuslédn on account of differences in soil, nature and fertility. As a rule, according to the
county governor, there were for Goteborg and Bohus county’s part hardly any land-surveying
documents to start with. This was especially the case for farms owned by the church or the
clergy. The acreage of the county’s farms was therefore as a rule unknown to the authorities.
Schonleben proposed instead a simpler investigation of the seed for sowing and a comparison
between the tithes from “The most bounteous years” according to older taxation methods and
some years when tithes estimates with test threshing had been used in the taxation, “seeing
which brings in most”, and thereafter hearing which offers the peasant farmers might be
willing to make.

On 21/2 1694, the Kammarkollegiet finally accepted a special method for Géteborg and
Bohus county, this county having a “very weak and small acreage consisting of single crop
cultivation”. This is what this method consisted of: In the limited areas where “there have
been proper land surveys and taxations” it should be possible to use this information as a
starting point on soil type and seed for sowing, but where such were missing the tithes-setting
committee should first allow the farmers to tell them about the conditions on their farms.
After that, the committee, Crown officials and clergy would make their assessment. What the
officials and clergy “of whom the latter’s own interest is here affected”, found to be a fair
charge was to be given great importance. If the farmers and the others arrived at different
assessments of the seed for sowing and soil type, then the commission would take the
information that it found “most correct”. The commission brought with it several years’
information for each farm about how much tithes they had given after test threshing and
stook counting in 1691, 1692, 1693 (i.e. after they for a time had used methods that the
peasantry complained about), but also from some years when tithes had been estimated
“according to old tradition in the county” for which they had selected the years 1685, 1686
and 1687.

On 11/5 1694, the county governor produced a PM that regulated the procedure. To his
help he seems to have had the county accountants and county secretaries “from all over the
county”, the district judges, each within his own region, the provosts and ministers for their
respective areas, the Crown bailiffs, the district scribes, the districts” jurymen and sheriffs
(both “ldnsmén” and “fjardingsmédn”) “in every bailiwick” as well as district jurymen, and the
six elected parish representatives in each parish.

How the procedure was to be carried out was regulated in a special form from the
county governor. After a summons from the pulpits, each parish with its commission was to
assemble in the morning on the day of the procedure. There a number of warnings were to be
read out which everyone was to listen to with “attentive ears”. The tithes proclamation from
1638 was to be invoked. Threats were also to be conveyed: the peasantry must understand
"that those who have most often made applications for mediations (tax reductions), who
perhaps ought to persuade his royal majesty to allow a general land survey to be carried out,
since then it could certainly be discerned if anyone were daring and deceitful enough as to try
to keep secret a farm’s quality, size, and other constitution...”, these would now risk
“punishment and dishonour”. The same would strike neighbours who helped each other to
hide the real conditions. The assembly was to be ended with prayer and further serviceable
threats. The authorities obviously wanted, as so often in tithes contexts, to exploit the
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religious charge the tithes tax had through its origin in the bible. Oath-swearing in court about
having given the correct tithes had for a long time been ordered.

So now this idea was set in motion and protocols were established cadastre farm by
cadastre farm over the entire county. Even the so-called “husmén”, the lodgers ‘and crofters’
fields were assessed and tithes applied. The seed for sowing of manors and vicarages was
assessed just like that of the peasantry and fixed tithes were imposed on them too. For these
latter these tithes were however just fictional since they were exempt from paying tithe on
account of the privileges of their standing.

Different types of grain had different demands on acreage and gave different yields.
The tithes setters in Géteborg and Bohus county in 1694 were forced to take notice of this
when they were confronted with the information on the actual quantities of seed for sowing
on this farm or that: it was a matter of creating uniformity: “And if they for this sake have
passed by the winter seed and estimated the tithes after barley-land everywhere, then they
have also on the other hand not introduced inferior grains like mixed seed and oats either, that
in this way the one against the other can validate and the tithes on that basis can be set in the
way most compatible with nature and character of the land itself ”. This precision must mean
that they tried everywhere to estimate the seed for sowing in barrels of which each
corresponded to geometrical “tunnland” (1 tunnland = 1.22 acre). The exclusion of the clearly
sparsely sown and unusual rye cultivation had had to be offset by the more densely sown
oats.

Harvest estimates

For the estimation of the harvests in Bohusldn, the Crown tithes information has been
multiplied by 30 since the crown only kept a third of the entire tithes in that province. At the
estimation of the tithes, a supplement must also be made for the tithes-exempt farms. In the
compilation made at the tithes setting in 1694 it can easily be seen which farms had not had
tithes imposed on them the years before 1694 (1685-1693). The tithes setters estimated
fictional fixed tithes for these farms. These fictional tithes have been used in the calculations
here. This means that the farms exempt from tithes are assumed to have had the same harvest
during our whole investigation period as they were assessed as having in 1694. This
procedure means naturally a certain evening out of the harvest figures in the database. The
significance of this simplification should however not be exaggerated — the tithes exempt
farms stood for only about 4 % of the county’s entire imposed tithes. Finally, a supplement of
10 % has been made to compensate for the underestimations due among other things to
roundings-off downwards in tithes taxation (see the report’s introductory chapter). Beans and
peas are excluded from the harvest estimations.

Estimated harvest development in Bohusléin bailiwicks 1665-1693 (barrels of reduced
grain)

33



30 000

25 000

20 000

15 000

10 000

5000

¥\
A
/

>
A7

—

/|
U~ NS WV \Y} /)v
A | ML
—
T ”\\/\/‘\\\/\Q/\
N //_ N =N\ Lo W ™~
A _\:/ e /\\\\7/§§:>./A\—'—2\

1665 1666 1667 1668 1669 1670 1671 1672 1673 1674 1675 1676 1677 1678 1679 1680 1681 1682 1683 1684 1685 1686 1687 1688 1689 1690 1691 1692 1693

=—=Inland ====Norrviken

s OTUSt o SGNNEIVIKED e Vistra Hisings — s Tjorns

34




The following diagram shows the development in index form, including the index from
bailiwicks with incomplete information, and information then based mainly on parish church
accounts.

Estimated harvests in Bohusliin bailiwicks 1665-1693 (Index 1665 = 100)
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Crises
What was otherwise called the Scania war 1675-1679 is called in Bohuslén the Gyldenlove-
feud. The war meant that extensive areas of the province were occupied by Norwegian troops,
particularly the regions around Bohus fortress — Inland — were hard hit byt battles, many
parishes also became the objects of requisitions by both the warfaring sides. A notice in the
accounts from Inlands Frékne district are eloquent, where low tithes in 1675 are explained by
the fact that despite “the greatest possible diligence in this time of war ... evenso much (is)
wasteland and unsown here in this country this year”.”! What the Swedes gathered in during
the war from the areas they held must have been much less than the normal tithes: in 1679 it is
said that for Vistra Hising district what was accounted for “only” was what had been handed
in to a storehouse at Bohus (a small sum).

For Norrviken bailiwick (Kville parish, Tanum, Vitte and Bullaren districts) in the
description of the 1694 tithes setting, the year 1685 was a year with abundant growth, 1686
“worse” and 1689 as a year with “minimal” yearly growth.

" Tithes list this year, RA.
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Estimated harvests in Bohuslin province and its bailiwicks 1665-1693 (index 1665 = 100)

Vistra
Year |Inland | Norrviken |Orust | Sonnerviken | Hisings | Tjorns | The province
1665 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
1666 100 98 116 106 87 121 103
1667 62 77 105 102 58 88 82
1668 68 87 118 105 50 86 87
1669 64 94 108 105 82 95 89
1670 67 87 97 100 103 73 87
1671 66 90 97 103 103 73 88
1672 94 83 95 95 85 78 91
1673 77 79 84 91 95 79 84
1674 72 61 76 82 66 58 72
1675 99 61 50 93 84
1676 55 52 58 54
1677 52 50 40 46
1678 34 47 29 84 43
1679 45 40 27 40
1680 35 63 71 88 64 77 63
1681 79 89 92 90 92 102 88
1682 77 92 85 91 91 86 86
1683 66 84 79 66 74 86 72
1684 59 78 73 64 73 86 68
1685 92 76 101 99 96 109 93
1686 48 61 70 60 51 54 57
1687 82 81 88 77 75 100 81
1688 48 67 85 76 63 77 66
1689 29 45 59 56 59 66 48
1690 40 59 95 85 82 110 69
1691 41 64 71 52 80 77 56
1692 37 75 75 71 102 81 65
1693 45 68 59 62 55 76 58

Variables in the database ”Bohuslian”
Datafile ”Grunduppgifter”

Ar=Year

Landskap = province

Léan 1913 = county 1913

Hérad = district

Fogderi = bailiwick

Socken A = parish

Socken B = parish where Tose parish listed under Svarteborg parish
Vetetionde i1 decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Régtionde i decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Korntionde i decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels
Blandsidstionde i decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels
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Havretionde 1 decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Ospecificerat spannmaélstionde i1 decitunnor = Unspecificied grain tithes in decibarrels

Bontionde i decitunnor = Bean tithes in decibarrels

Arttionde i decitunnor = Pea tithes in decibarrels

Tiondet som oreducerad strdsdd = Tithes as unreduced straw grain

Strésédstiondet omréknat i ren sdd = Straw grain tithes converted to reduced grain
Index 1665 =100

"Tiondeskdrd" A = “Tithes harvest” A, designates all excerpted parish information

"Tiondeskord" B = “Tithes harvest” B, designates only information for complete
bailiwicks’ parishes

Index 1665 =100

Killa = Source

Anmairkning till kyrkordkenskaperna = Remarks on church accounts

Anmairkning till kronordkenskaperna = Remarks on crown accounts

Key to sources
GLA = Goteborgs landsarkiv = regional National archives, Gothenburg
RA = Riksarkivet, Stockholm = central National archives, Stockholm
Goteborgs och Bohus ldns landskontor, Glle:1, GLA
Kyrkordkenskaperna, GLA = Parish accounts, GLA
Lansriakenskaper Goteborgs och Bohus 1dn, RA
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Halland

Erik Hallberg

Administrative divisions

This province was ceded by Denmark to Sweden as a pledge of 30 years to Sweden at the
peace treaty at Bromsebro in 1645 and finally completely through the peace treaty at Roskilde
in 1658. During the Danish period, Halland was divided into several smaller counties. After
the Swedish takeover, the new province was governed at first by a military governor, but in
1658 the first civil county governor was appointed. A governor general was however
appointed the same year as the superior highest military and civil leader for Halland, Scania,
Blekinge and, initially, Bornholm, with residence in Malmé. This general governorship was
abolished in 1669, after which Halland became an ordinary civil county under a county
governor. In connection with the Scania war (1676—79) the general governorship was re-
established. This regime continued after the end of the war when Géteborg and Bohus county
was incorporated into the governorate at the same time as Blekinge was in 1680 transferred to
Kalmar County. In 1693 Halland, as well as Goteborg and Bohus county, once again became
civil counties. In 1716-19 the general governorship was re-introduced once more. In the
province of Halland there were also count and baronet lands, which however are of no interest
for this tithes investigation.”?

Source materials

Halland’s crown accounts are comparatively well preserved for this period of investigation,
particularly the county accounts copies in Lund’s regional state archives. Apart from these
accounts, there is a great deal of information about the clergy’s part of the tithes, as a rule
taken out “i neken” (Sw.), as sheaves in the field (see more below). Information about the
parish churches’ third has been preserved in the county’s different church archives in the
regional state archives, but the information on the church tithes has as a rule been of less
interest for this current project since it was most often fixed, commonly leased out, sw.“statt”,
for long periods (cf. Scania). On some occasions, the church tithes were however variable and
these records are then able to fill in gaps in the other material.

The tithe system
As in Scania, Halland’s tithes were divided with a third each to the crown, the parish churches
and the clergy. Even after Halland’s transference to Sweden, the clergy had the right to take
out their portion of the tithes directly in the fields after drying. Unlike the other two recipients
of tithes, the clergy also did this to a significant extent — accounts over the clergy’s tithes have
thus been preserved from several periods and congregations.” Starting in 1693, the county
transferred to variable tithes according to the control regulations that were valid in the rest of
Sweden.

During our period of investigation before 1683, the crown’s and the Halland parish
churches’ shares of the tithes were leased by noblemen, or others. This meant that the tithes

2 The shire of Lillienborg, and the baronies Lindeberg and Vinberg. Within the shire of Bogesund, mainly in
Vistergotland, some peasant farms in Halland were also included.

3 For a number of parishes (see the database sources column) for as a rule three varying years per parish, (one
good, one mediocre and one poor) in the transcripts of their private accounts left by the clergy in connection with
the 1684 tithes setting, see Tiondekommissionens dokumentbok I och II, i Hallands l&ns landskontor, Handlingar
rorande tionde, volym Gllle:2 and 3, LLA; For Skrea parish for long periods in Hallands léns landskontor,
Handlingar rérande tionde, volym Gllle:1, LLA, ss. 9—40; and for Slinge, Eftra, Arstad, Asige, Séndrum,
Vapno, Gillared and Gunnarp for 1693 in Hallands landskontors archives, vol. G X ad:1, LLA.
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became fixed for long periods and did not reflect changes in the harvest year from year. A few
exceptions have been observed in the church accounts when tithes had been levied according
to the actual harvest between two lease periods.”* The payment of the tithe was not stable
during this period. Rdnneslov church accounts after “the hard war years” state that the
peasantry had not been able to deliver any tithes apart from “the little” that the Crown granary
in Halmstad reported and what the church’s servants had received “for their office”, probably
compensation for their work in connection with the handling of tithes, while the church’s
patron — in some parishes, an estate owner had so-called patronage rights over the church —
had not received “even the scantiest”. This is followed by an account of tithes “to be paid” for
the years 1676-79.

When harvest dependent tithes were introduced in 1693, test threshing became a
precondition, among other things (see below).

Fixed tithes settings

In the years 1684-92 Halland had fixed crown and church tithes.” In the 1684 tithe
assessment, the annual tithe assessment was carried out by the government’s general
provisioner Gabriel Hillethan by word of mouth order from the King on 10 September 1683 to
be carried out “in the same way as in Scania”.’® Tithes were to be set according to seed for
sowing and grain estimates. The peasantry was reluctant to provide information despite
threats that surveyors had already been appointed and were ready to pursue the matter.
According to the commission, the information given by the peasants was often too meagre.
Some of the local trusted commissioners were also unwilling here and there to provide
accurate data, even though they had taken the oath. The clergy had on the other hand been
helpful, which was not surprising since they had a vested interest in high tithes. They often
gave the commission access to their own tithe accounts. Crown officials were also asked for
advice by the Commission. The tithe records provide information not only about the farmers
but also about manors, vicarages, crofts and the like, as well as towns. As in Scania, the tithe
committees included some assessment of the soil in the estimation of rye, barley or oats,
which is why detailed information on this is preserved in the protocols.

Here and there in the tithe lists, it is clear which grain yields may have formed the basis
for Hillethan's calculations in e.g. Hanhals, with 5 for barley, 4 for oats, etc. The grain yield
of 4 is mentioned remarkably often. As in Skane, however, it can be suspected that Hillethan
and his men allowed fictitiously high yield figures to compensate for suspected
underestimation of the seed. The taxation methods for the county assume a grain yield of 2 or
at most 3, which corresponds well with information on grain yields at Viro vicarage during
the last quarter-century of the 1600s (see below).””

Hillethan's fixed tithe for Halland was obviously too high. The farmers’ great
dissatisfaction speaks in favour of this. In 1692 the governor announced in a circular to
bailiffs and district clerks that the farmers had ‘loudly lamented’ and complained that they
had to pay the fixed tithe despite ‘the great crop failure that had occurred a few years ago’.
They demanded that from now on they should instead pay tithes in sheaves, i.e. harvest-
dependent tithes. The bailiffs were therefore ordered to prepare for such a transition, to inform
the clergy, and to appoint those who would assess the grain in the field in ‘good time’ so that
the peasants could have it harvested and stored without it ‘rotting away’. The district clerks,
the clergy, and tax collectors were to discuss matters at their respective meetings at an early

74 Rénnesldv, Tvadker, Tonnersjo.

75 In the Stockholm Orphanage’s accounts over its 40-part of the tithes in Halland, the tithes for the whole period
1680-90 were fixed. Allmdnna barnhuset, huvudbdcker, SSA.

76 Hallands lins landskontor GIII:el, LLA

77 For taxation methods for the county, see Palm 2012, p. 54.
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stage and draw up tithe lists according to accepted methods, including sample threshing.”®
Dissatisfaction had previously forced general reductions in 1687 and in 1693 the harvest-
related tithe was reintroduced. However, the discontent continued. In 1694 the fixed tithe was
again applied in Laholm County (after the 1683 tariff), apparently because there was no
sample threshing, and the following year in the whole county, as far as can be judged. From
1696, however, the variable tithe seems to have been reintroduced once more throughout the
province. Hishult parish, which was divided between Halland and Skéne, had fixed tithes
from 1698, as did all of Skéne. Fjdre hirad seems to have had the right to pay tithes in money
according to “markegdngen”, a certain price set by the authorities for certain goods and
services. According to the extract, the farmers only used this right on one occasion, in 1726,
and then only partially.

In 1749, fixed tithes were reintroduced in the province. The method of levying tithes
seems to have been very simple: the tithes were set according to an average year. Varbergs ldn
and Fjére hirad paid tithes that year according to the 1739 tithe book and Laholms and
Halmstads ldn according to the 1742 tithe book. The extent to which this simple method
became permanent has not been investigated further.

The barrel as unit of measurement, method of measurement, excess measures

Some documents from 1693 state that the 1638 Swedish regulation on excess measurements
would apply when the variable tithe was henceforth collected. A compilation from the same
year lists these separately.’”” Other extracts from the time of the variable tithe also list the
parishes’ tithes without excess measure (and the excess measure as a separate item after each
parish’s data. The tithe data in the database thus refer to barrels without the excess measure
included.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
At the transition to a variable tithe in 1693, it was decided that the Swedish standard
measurements of 1665 would apply. In areas where the “skdppa” measure was used, the
number of “skdppas” per barrel that had previously been used would continue to apply, but
the standardised state barrel of 1665 would be introduced.® From the so-called tenth land
book, as well as from the 1684 fixed tithe, and also from taxation methods for the province, it
is clear that in Halland 6 “skippas” per barrel were used.®! Between 1693 and 1737, tithes
were thus reported in barrels, bushels (six per barrel in Halland), and Swedish pottles
(“kannor”). The 1665 proclamation counts 56 Swedish pottles per barrel. However, the
number of Swedish pottles in the Halland tithes material never exceeds the number 7, which is
why 8 Swedish pottles per “skidppa” must have been counted (in other words 48 Swedish
pottles per barrel). This applied right up until Swedish pottle-counting stopped in the 1730s
and was replaced by counting in “kappes”. A local exception has been noted for Laholm
County, which only records barrels and “sképpas” during 1693—1727 (except 1695 when
Swedish pottles were also recorded).

In 1738 the tithes in Halland were counted in barrels, firkins (“fjardingar’) and
“kappes” in such a way that 1 barrel = 8 firkins = 32 “kappes” (the figures in this latter

78 Letter 25 June 1692, Hallands lins landskontors arkiv,, Verifikationsbok I, r 1693, volym EI:42, LLA, p. 801,
f.

79 Hallands lins landskontors arkiv, Verifikationsbok I, r 1693, volym EI:42, LLA, pp. 806f, 1051ff.

80 Hallands léns landskontors arkiv, Verifikationsbok I, r 1693, volym EI:42, LLA, p. 1052f.

81 Hallands ldns landskontors arkiv, Tiondejordebok, volym GIlI:e 6, LLA. In the church records there are
sometimes old statutes that count small bushels of 8 to the barrel ("eight bushels"), and the same in the clergy
records for Forlanda. This has only had very marginal importance for my tithe compilations.
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volume column have therefore never exceeded 4). The only exception is the county of
Halmstad, which this year does not report firkins, but only barrels and “kappes”. From 1739
onwards, all of Halland reports only barrels and “kappes” and counts 32 “kappes” per
barrel.®?

In the 1665-1683 “stub accounts” over the clergy’s tithes, which the tithes commission
requested for its work on determining the fixed tithes, the clergy report their third in
unharvested grain, in stacks and sheaves, in contrast to the peasant farmers who paid in
threshed grain, in the “sképpa”. The reason is that the clergy, neither in their barns nor in their
accounts, kept the threshing result of their tithe and the grain from the parsonage separate. As
for the unit of measurement, the number of sheaves (“nekar”) in a stack (“trave”) never
exceeds 23 in any of the tens of thousands of records I have reviewed. This means that the
clergy at this time still counted according to an older Danish way of counting with 24 sheaves
= 1 stack. The only known exceptions are for the parishes of Hasslov, Vaxtorp, S1dinge and
Eftra.®? I have not been able to decipher the collapsed heading word in the second column [the
one usually for “nekar”] in the material for Hasslov and Véxtrorp. Possibly it says “kase” or
“kast”. Since this unit never exceeded 11, it must have been 1/12 of a stack.®*

Sheaves were the tied grain straws that were put together for drying in the stacks. They
probably correspond to the “bands” that appear in some of the sample-threshing material for
Halland. The sheaves’ size has probably been variable between regions; the fact that the
1670s stub accounts from Fagered and Ullared report the sheaves as “forest farm sheaves”
(“skogsboneeker”) is a strong indication of this. This has implications for harvest estimates
for the period before the introduction of the variable tithe (see below).

Harvest estimates 1693—1748

For the main variable tithe period, harvest calculations can be made for Halland by
multiplying the tithe (adding estimates for omitted manors and parsonages, etc.) by 30. The
starting point has been the original (“ofoérmedlade”) mantal of land (“mantalet”) in the land
registers of the oldest Swedish period, largely unchanged in the later part of the 17th century,
as well as the additions that can be made for the mantal of land (“mantalet”) of manors and
parsonages omitted from the land registers..®> A ten per cent increase has also been added to
compensate for rounding down when measuring the tenth etc. (see the introductory chapter of
the report). The result is shown in the following diagram (the same can easily be done at
county or district level using the database):

Estimated harvests in Halland 1665-1748 (barrels reduced grain)

82 The 1739 tithe list for Varberg bailiwick contains some unusual information. Some upward adjustments of the
tithe list volumes have been made after “barn-throwing”. These increases (which do not occur in all parishes) are
also accounted for. I have an excerpted special tithes list’s information, i.e. without addition for increases. The
barn-throwing probably concerns a re-estimation of the tithes that the peasant farmers had handed in.

83 Stenstrom 1945, p. 72, note 79. In a list of his tithes from 1693, the vicar of Sldinge and Eftra clearly counts
30 (the highest figures for sheaves in the list are 28 for rye, 29 for barley and 26 for oats), see the main text
below. Stenstrom quotes Fischerstrom and Osbeck who, for 1761 and 1796 respectively, state 30 sheaves per
stack in Halland. This is said to be a Swedish way of counting. In Skéne, on the other hand, 20 sheaves per stack
applied at the end of the 17th century and in Denmark 24 sheaves per stack applied at the same time.

84 SAOB states “sv. dial, kas, kasa, kase, hop, hog, stack, liten torkad ruka m.m ... jfr ... kasa..., bringa
tillsammans, som foreligger i bl. a.” substantivet KAST”. Compare the chapter on stooks etc. in the introductory
chapter of this report.

852012, p. 51. The following younger manors are however included in the tithes sums: Skeppds (in Harplinge);
Laholms ladugard (Laholm); Alslof (Tonnersjd); Lundsgard (Tonnersjd); Stjernarp (Enslov); Arlos or Alose
(Enslov); Skeppsés (Steningen); Lindhofs ladugard (Tréslov) and Sjoslat (Veddige).
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The previous diagram concerns volumes. This development is shown below in index form.

Halland’s tithes 1693-1748 (index 1694=100)

100

80

60

40

1665-1692

The present-day area of Western Sweden region was characterised by relatively early fixed
tithes, which is why the possibility of harvest estimations from the tithe is lacking for e.g.
Alvsborg county. It is therefore of great interest to try to access the developments in Halland
before adjustable tithes were introduced there in 1693. Unfortunately, this has proved difficult
because of the extensive leasing system that dominated both the Crown’s and the local
churches’ shares of the tithe. There are only a few occasional variable tithe records to draw
on. Instead, for Halland, it is mainly the preserved clergy tithe material that is available.

As already mentioned, the clerical tithe records include unharvested grain stacks and
sheaves. The number of harvested units has withgreat certainty been strongly correlated to the
threshed grain. Tithes estimates all over the country were of course to a great degree based on
so-called “skyl” or “rok” — collection of sheaves, a stook, set up in a certain way to dry in the
field) estimates.

For Halland, the equivalent of the Uppsala areas stooks was the “neke” or “trave”. The
yields after threshed units varied, however, both between different farms, different regions,
between different crops and between years, and, as the presence of “forest farm sheaves”
shows, between different parishes. This makes it very difficult to make reliable conversions
from stacks or sheaves to quantities of threshed grain. In order to at least get at the trends in
the province before 1693, a database has been compiled of the clergy’s reported stacks etc,
and a probable conversion to sheaves. The latter unit has in that case been counted as the most
uniform unit, despite “forest farm sheaves”, since their size was in large part determined by
how the sheaves could be practically tied.3¢

The amount of the threshed grain the stacks and sheaves of the Halland clergy’s tithe
corresponded to can only be clarified in exceptional cases. An example is the parishes Sldinge
and Eftra where the clergy stated how much grain their sheaves in 1693 yielded at the
threshing:

8The great amount of information has compelled the use of a selectively based investigation in which the
average tithes from at least 30 randomly chosen tithes-givers have been used for estimations.
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The following calculation can be made for the two parishes (30 sheaves per stack):

Number of stacks and sheaves Total sheaves
Rye Rye Barley Barley Oats Oats
stacks sheaves | stacks sheaves stacks sheaves
346 2 069.08 55.36| 2 605.38 1127.96
All in
sheaves 2172.88 4266.18 1127.96
7 819.25

Total sheaves yielded 40 barrels 5 skippas in threshed reduced grain levelled-off measure, thus
40.83 barrels

Barrels per sheaf ‘ 0.005222

The total tithe in 1693 could thus be obtained by multiplying the clergy’s tithes by three, the
normal ratio for Scania. A comparison with the 1693 Crown tithe then reveals a further
complication concerning the clergy tithe — for the two parishes, the Crown’s share was
reported to be slightly more than 32 barrels, i.e. considerably less than the clergy’s threshing
(which was slightly more than 40 barrels).

The explanation by all accounts is partly that the tithe system had not previously
followed the norm of 1/3 to the Crown, 1/3 to the clergy, and 1/3 to the parish church; and
partly that the sample threshing result on which the Crown tithe was based on was not as
representative as the regulation required. At least the former is hinted at in the tithe records
when farmers say that they would not be able to pay as much to the Crown as they did to the
clergy.

The complications with the clerical tithe have meant that I have only dared to use the
data for a rough estimate of the tendencies in the Halland tithe during the period before 1693.
In the following diagram, for parishes where the clergy collected the tithe in the field (“i
neken”), I have used the average number of sheaves per giver (sometimes these refer to the
land registry farms, sometimes to actual farms). In cases where the clergy has collected his
tithe in the field “i neken”, I have done the equivalent, and in order to simplify things,
multiplied by 30. When individual farms in the sources are without a number, this has been
interpreted to mean that no tithe was given this year.
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Clergy tithes in Halland county 1665-93, sheaves
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Source: Handlingar rérande tionde, volym Gllle:1, 2 och 3, LLA; Handlingar rérande forvaltningen av kyrkors
tillhdrigheter och inkomster, vol. G X ad:1, LLA.

The diagram of the tithes in 1665—1693 should be interpreted with caution. What strengthens
the credibility is that the trends in the development seem to have their counterparts in
Bohuslidn and Sméland with good harvest years at the beginning of the 1670s and 1680s, but
poorer harvests at the end of these decades. (The relatively weak harvests in Halland in 1665—
70 have no parallel in Bohusldn, but in parts of Smaland/Véstergotland). The trends in
Halland may also be given a social background. The low harvest levels at the end of the 1670s
can be linked to the so called Scanian war in 1676—79, when the county was a theatre of war.
Furthermore, the commoner’s complaints over the high fixed tithes during 1684-92 (see
above) seem to be consistent by the poor harvests shown in the diagram for these years. A
generally downward trend in the harvests in Halland from the beginning of the 1670s onwards
also finds support in the literature, with information on abandoned farms and fields at the end
of the century.®’

As can be seen, crop estimates before the introduction of variable tithes are very
difficult to make. Here I will therefore reproduce some additional fragmentary pieces of
information that have emerged in this context. First, the few pieces of information on variable
parish church tithes I have found:

87 See Palm 1998, pp. 47f.
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Parish church tithes, some years, some parishes

g @ w ©w L = S

;_:2 =} = e s 7 < < g< & 7 2” r=g =
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersj6 | Breared 4 6| 3.54 4 1.71 12.5
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Eldsberga 71 1.67 7 2 1.17 153
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Enslov 4| 121 9| 0.75 5 5.75 16.1
1693 | Laholms | Hok Knéred 9 3.5 12| 5.48 1 1.67 22.7
1693 | Laholms | Hok tzﬂglsms 12| 423 12| 458 6| 598 285
1676 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 10 12 5.5 22.1
1677 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6.83 9 5.5 15.9
1678 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6 10 5.5 16.1
1679 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6 10 5.5 16.1
1693 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 71 2.67 8] 0.15 3 3 17
1693 | Laholms | Hok Skummeslov 13| 3.13 13] 3.13 6 3 30
1693 | Laholms | Ténnersjo | Snostorp 6| 3.92 9( 0.71 3 2.33 17.2
1693 | Halmstad | Halmstad | Torup 21 271 3| 4.56 5 5.75 8.8
1693 | Laholms | Ténnersjé | Tronninge 31 1.67 8| 5.17 2 2.88 13
1665 | Varbergs | Himle Tvaaker 18 2.5 451 2.88 6 2,5 66.8
1666 | Varbergs | Himle Tvaaker 18.17 44.25 6.83 65.8
1667 | Varbergs | Himle Tvaaker 15 4 35 1 6 53.6
1681 | Laholms | Ténnersjo | Toénnersjo 8 10 10 23
1682 | Laholms | Ténnersjo | Toénnersjo 8 10 10 23
1693 | Laholms | Ténnersjo | Toénnersjo 6| 1.25 51 0.58 2 2.5 12.4
1693 | Laholms | Hok Ysby 41 1.29 2| 3.36 4.9 6.8

Sources: Church accounts from respective congregation’s church archives and year, LLA.

Readers should note that, in general, it is mainly the weak harvest year of 1693 for which
information has been collected. The harvest this year correspond to those in Ranneslov during
the Scanian war of 1676—79.
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Some explicit data on annual growth rates have also emerged from the tithe material. They are
shown in the following table:

Good and bad years according to the clerical tithe

Good Mediocre Poor
Traslov 1682 1680 1673
Grimeton 1674 1676 1673
Torpa 1683 1679 1676
Fjallgime 1669 1667 1665
Sondrum 1673 1674 1675
Okome 1681 1683 1678
Veinge 1682 1683 1677
Tvaaker 1677 1683 1679
Fagered 1673 1674 1672
Harplinge 1665 1670

Source: Tithes commission’s document books I and 11, in the Halland county accounts office, Handlingar rorande tionde,
volym Gllle:1, 2 och 3, LLA;

One is struck by the fact that the development could obviously vary within a province. 1673
was clearly a very good year in Sondrum and Fagered, while that year in Trislév and
Grimeton was among the worst, a memento when one wants to generalise and estimate
harvests in larger areas.

Finally, the following series of cereal harvests for Véro vicarage, centrally located in the
province, may be of interest in assessing the development of the harvest. The gross harvests
are reported, i.e. without deduction of the seed:
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Harvest/seed ratios for Viro vicarage in 1674-1706

Source: Vird church archives, Ovriga rikenskaper, volym LV:1, Vird tionderiikenskaper 1674-1706, LLA.

The average grain yields are somewhat under 3 (2.9). Such a yield corresponds well with the
the tax material from the period (2-3, see above), as well as what can be calculated from the
cadastre maps from the later part of the 1700s.%® Given a grain yield of 3 — and especially if
the vicarage had a somewhat higher grain yield than the commoner’s farms — there is every
reason to emphasise the exaggeration in Hillethon’s estimates of grain yields of 4-5, which
was the basis for the fixed tithe during the period 1684-92 (see above).

An average measure should of course not obscure the fact that great variations occurred
from year to year. In some years (1678, 1693 and 1705) the vicarage barely got the seed back
(as a gross grain yield of 1 means no grain left when seeds are subtracted). In other years
(1685, 1692 and 1704) one skdppa of seed yielded four skippas of grain. Thus, it was the
record years that formed the basis for Hillethon’s fixed tithe setting.

Crises

The worst crisis years in Halland appear to have been 1714 and 1719 (i.e., during the Great
Nordic War); 1726 (when the commoners in Fjire district seem to have redeemed parts of
their tithes in money) and 1748. Poor harvest years in Halland seem also to have occurred in
1676-79, i.e. in connection with the Scanian war; 1693; 1697-99 (tithes were fixed in Halland
in 1695, a year of national crop failure); 1701; 1705 (cf. for the above-mentioned years the
Viro grain yield series); 1710-12, 1717-21, and 1726-28. Over time, it can be said that
harvests tended to vary less from year to year, but that production generally declines. The
harvests in the 1730s and 1740s appear in ths way to have been stable indeed, but relatively
modest. This tendency is reinforced if one dares to include the harvest series for 1665-94 in
the data set (se pivot tables).

Tithes in Halland 1693-1747 (index 1693 = 100)

88 Wiking-Faria, P. 2009, p. 232. An average grain yield figure seems thus to have been relatively constant
during the century before the 1800s agrarian revolution when it was raised to 4 (around 1820), later 5 (about
1850) and 8 respectively (around 1880), ibid., table 7.2
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1693
1693
1694
1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702 94
1703 68
1704 68
1705 60
1706 66
1707 72
1708 70
1709 64
1710 52
1711 50
1712 55
1713 76
1714 24
1715 70
1716 52
1717 39
1718 37
1719 23
1720 33

Variables in the database “Halland”
Variables in the database “Halland”

The page “Grunduppgifterna SND”
Year
County 1913
District
Bailiwick, etc
Parish

Tithes converted to “reduced grain” from the clergy tithes

Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Rye tithes in decibarrels

Barley tithes in decibarrels

Oats tithes in decibarrels

Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels
Pea tithes in decibarrels

Bean tithes in decibarrels

Total unreduced tithes in decibarrels
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1721 36
1722 |
1723 55
1724 43
1725 45
1726 25
1727 27
1728 37
1729 63
1730 51
1731 59
1732 40
1733 34
1734 41
1735 38
1736 38
1737 42
1738 44
1739 75
1740 50
1741 42
1742 51
1743 48
1744 46
1745 47
1746 47
1747 41
1748 26




Total grain tithes in reduced decibarrels (excl. peas and beans)
Estimated harvest straw seed in decibarrels

Index tertial tithes (1694=100)

Source

Remarks

Key to sources
Church accounts, LLA
Urbaria with verifications, Halland county Regional state archives, LLA
LLA = Lund Regional state archives
County accounts 1631-1820 Halland county, Lénsridkenskaper 1631-1820, RA
Clergy tithes information, LLA
Clergy accounts, LLA
RA= Riksarkivet (State Archives)
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Clergy tithes in Halland county 1665-93, sheaves
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Source: Handlingar rérande tionde, volym Gllle:1, 2 och 3, LLA; Handlingar rérande forvaltningen av kyrkors
tillhdrigheter och inkomster, vol. G X ad:1, LLA.

The diagram of the tithes in 1665—1693 should be interpreted with caution. What strengthens the
credibility is that the trends in the development seem to have their counterparts in Bohuslén and
Smaland with good harvest years at the beginning of the 1670s and 1680s, but poorer harvests at the
end of these decades. (The relatively weak harvests in Halland in 1665—70 have no parallel in
Bohuslén, but in parts of Smaland/Véstergdtland). The trends in Halland may also be given a social
background. The low harvest levels at the end of the 1670s can be linked to the so called Scanian war
in 167679, when the county was a theatre of war. Furthermore, the commoner’s complaints over the
high fixed tithes during 1684-92 (see above) seem to be illustrated by the poor harvests shown in the
diagram for these years. A generally downward trend in the harvests in Halland from the beginning
of the 1670s onwards also finds support in the literature, with information on abandoned farms and
fields at the end of the century.®’

As can be seen, crop estimates before the introduction of variable tithes are very difficult to
make. Here I will therefore reproduce some additional fragmentary pieces of information that have
emerged in this context. First, the few pieces of information on variable parish church tithes I have
found:

% See Palm 1998, pp. 47f.

51



Parish church tithes, some years, some parishes

g |2 w ©w R
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1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Breared 4 6| 3.54 4 1.71 12.5
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Eldsberga 71 1.67 7 2 1.17 15.3
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Enslov 4 1.21 91 0.75 5 5.75 16.1
1693 [ Laholms | Hok Kniéred 9 3.5 12] 5.48 1 1.67 22.7
1693 | Laholms | Hok izﬂgims 12| 423 12| 4.58 6 598 28.5
1676 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 10 12 5.5 22.1
1677 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6.83 9 5.5 15.9
1678 [ Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6 10 5.5 16.1
1679 [ Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 6 10 5.5 16.1
1693 | Laholms | Hok Rénneslov 71 2.67 8] 0.15 3 3 17
1693 | Laholms | Hok Skummeslov 13] 3.13 13| 3.13 6 3 30
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Sndstorp 6 3.92 91 0.71 3 2.33 17.2
1693 | Halmstad | Halmstad | Torup 21 271 3| 4.56 5 5.75 8.8
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Tronninge 3|1 1.67 8| 5.17 2 2.88 13
1665 | Varbergs | Himle Tvadker 18 2.5 451 2.88 6 2,5 66.8
1666 | Varbergs | Himle Tvadker 18.17 44.25 6.83 65.8
1667 | Varbergs | Himle Tvadker 15 4 35 1 6 53.6
1681 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Tonnersjo 8 10 10 23
1682 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Tonnersjo 8 10 10 23
1693 | Laholms | Tonnersjo | Tonnersjo 6 1.25 51 0.58 2 2.5 12.4
1693 [ Laholms | Hok Ysby 41 1.29 21 3.36 4.9 6.8

Sources: Church accounts from respective congregation’s church archives and year, LLA.

Readers should note that, in general, it is mainly the weak harvest year of 1693 for which
information has been collected. The harvest this year correspond to those in Ranneslov during the
Scanian war of 1676—79.

52



Some explicit data on annual growth rates have also emerged from the tithe material. They are
shown in the following table:

Good and bad years according to the clerical tithe

Good, best Mediocre Smallest
Traslov 1682 1680 1673
Grimeton 1674 1676 1673
Torpa 1683 1679 1676
Fjallgime 1669 1667 1665
Sondrum 1673 1674 1675
Okome 1681 1683 1678
Veinge 1682 1683 1677
Tvaaker 1677 1683 1679
Fagered 1673 1674 1672
Harplinge 1665 1670

Source: Tithes commission’s document books I and II, in the Halland county accounts office, Handlingar rorande tionde, volym
Gllle:1, 2 och 3, LLA;

One is struck by the fact that the development could obviously vary within a province. 1673 was
clearly a very good year in Sondrum and Fagered, while that year in Traslov and Grimeton was
among the worst, a memento when one wants to generalise and estimate harvests in larger areas.

Finally, the following series of grain yields for Varo vicarage, centrally located in the province,
may be of interest in assessing the development of the harvest. Gross yiels are reported , i.e. without
subtraction of seed corn (for next year’s harvest):

Harvest/seed ratios for Viré vicarage in 1674-1706

R I I R R R R R R = T T B B R BRI S W N S )

Source: Vird kyrkoarkiv, Ovriga rikenskaper, volym LV:1, Vird tionderiikenskaper 1674-1706, LLA.

The average grain yields are somewhat under 3 (2.9). Such a yield corresponds well with the the tax
material from the period (2-3, see above), as well as what can be calculated from the cadastre maps
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from the later part of the 1700s.”® Given a grain yield of 3 — and especially if the vicarage had a
somewhat higher grain yield than the commoner’s farms — there is every reason to emphasise the
exaggeration in Hillethan’s estimates of grain yields of 45, which was the basis for the fixed tithe
during the period 1684-92 (see above).

An average measure should of course not obscure the fact that great variations occurred from
year to year. In some years (1678, 1693 and 1705) the vicarage barely got the seed back (as a gross
grain yield of 1 means no grain left when seeds are subtracted). In other years (1685, 1692 and 1704)
one “skippa” of seed yielded four “skédppas” of grain. Thus, it was the record years that formed the
basis for Hillethan’s fixed tithe setting.

Crises

The worst crisis years in Halland appear to have been 1714 and 1719 (i.e., during the Great Nordic
War); 1726 (when the commoners in Fjére district seem to have redeemed parts of their tithes in
money) and 1748. Poor harvest years in Halland seem also to have occurred in 1676-79, i.e. in
connection with the Scanian war; 1693; 1697-99 (tithes were fixed in Halland in 1695, a year of
national crop failure); 1701; 1705 (cf. for the above-mentioned years the Véro grain yield series);
1710-12, 171721, and 1726-28. Over time, it can be said that harvests tended to vary less from
year to year, but that production generally declines. The harvests in the 1730s and 1740s appear in
this way to have been stable indeed, but relatively modest. This tendency is reinforced if one dares to
include the harvest series for 1665-94 in the data set (se pivot tables).

% Wiking-Faria, P. 2009, p. 232. An average grain yield figure seems thus to have been relatively constant during the
century before the 1800s agrarian revolution when it was raised to 4 (around 1820), later 5 (about 1850) and 8
respectively (around 1880), ibid., table 7.2
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The page “Grunduppgifterna SND”
Year
County 1913
District
Bailiwick, etc
Parish
Tithes converted to “reduced grain” from the clergy tithes
Wheat tithes in decibarrels
Rye tithes in decibarrels
Barley tithes in decibarrels
Oats tithes in decibarrels
Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels
Pea tithes in decibarrels
Bean tithes in decibarrels
Total unreduced tithes in decibarrels
Total grain tithes in reduced decibarrels (excl. peas and beans)
Estimated harvest straw seed in decibarrels
Index tertial tithes (1694=100)
Source
Remarks

Key to sources
Church accounts, LLA
CadasUrbaria with verifications, Halland county Regional state archives, LLA
LLA = Lund Regional state archives
County accounts 1631-1820 Halland county, Lansrakenskaper 1631-1820, RA
Clergy tithes information, LLA
Clergy accounts, LLA

RA= Riksarkivet (central NationalArchives)
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Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions
Jamtland and Hérjedalen, former Norwegian provinces, came under Sweden in 1645. In 1658-1761
these regions belonged to the older Visternorrland county. In 1762, Jamtland was transferred to the
younger Visternorrland county, and Héirjedalen to the then newly formed Gévleborg county. In
1810, the two regions were united again in a new Jamtland county that was formed at that time. The
city of Ostersund was founded in 1786.

In 1801, Hérjedalen presented itself to a new tithes parish: Linsell Chapel. In the database, its
tithes are merged with those of Sveg parish to which congregation it belonged. In 1823, Storsjo
Chapel turned up, and its tithes have been merged with those of Hede parish in the database.

Database
The regions are included in the database for “Jamtland och Hérjedalen™.

Source materials
These provinces’ history has brought with it the fact that their tithes information must be sought in
several different places. Their tithes material in the National Archives is sometimes included in the
same county accounts as Gstrikland, Hilsingland, Medelpad and Angermanland up until the
formation of Jaimtland county, and thereafter in that county’s accounts. Parish figures have not been
available for the years 1665-1669, 1671-1672 and 1674-1677.11°

From and including 1694, there are almost yearly crown accounts for Jamtland, and more
sporadically for Hirjedalen, preserved in the Jimtland county accounts in the Ostersund regional
National Archives. To judge from the page-numbering, these have been excised from the
Visternorrland and Gévleborg regional state archives’ verifications, probably in connection with
Jimtland’s becoming a separate county in 1810.'!!

Through the provinces’ partly extremely individual tithes system (see below), there is yet
another source with tithes information — the parish churches’ church accounts.

Otherwise the accounts for the 40™ part of the tithes that went from these regions to the
Stockholm Orphanage have been used to access bailiwick-wise information, since each province
here was a separate bailiwick. ''2

The tithes system
What did the tithes system in Jamtland and Hérjedalen look like? The conditions differed there in a
couple of important respects from the corresponding conditions in the rest of Sweden: the clergy kept

110 A fragment among the National Archives’ county accounts has provided three legible parish figures for 1667.

1 ists from the Visternorrland county archives from 1685 have been found at the regional National Archives in
Hérndsand.

2 Some sources of possible interest in our context could not be investigated within the framework of this project. In the
Ostersund regional National Archives: Kronofogdens i Hirjedalens arkiv 1668-; Hiradsskrivarens i Hirjedalens fogderi
1700-; Haradsskrivarens i Jimtlands fogderi arkiv 1689- ; In the central National Archives in Stockholm possibly:
Kommissioner och kommittéer A Tillstdndet i orterna Rannsakningskommission till Vister- och Osterbotten 1672 with
its Relation och handlingar ang. Hérndsands gymnasium och rannsakning i Jamtland, as well as possibly preserved
accounts from Froso school that received part of the church tithes. Jimtland’s dragoons’ archives in KrA may also
contain tithes information.
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half of the total tithes amount, except for the parishes Fors, Héllesjé and Hésjo where the parson kept
two-thirds.'!?

In the tithes lists for the two provinces, numerous test threshings are found, as a rule posted
farm by farm. In 1663-1665, tithes in Jdmtland (and in Hélsingland’s northern bailiwick) were
controlled by a “tithes bailiff” (Sw. literally “tiondefogde”). He was allowed to keep half of any
increase he was able to raise in the tithes over and above what was budgeted for the military for

certain regions. The tithes inspector’s verification shows the tithes “according to the tithes lists”.!!'*

Parish churches’ tithes

Church tithes were sometimes also called “the churches’ wine and buildings grain”. In Jimtland, the
church kept '3 of Crown tithes, somewhat confusingly called the “tertial”’; in Harjedalen % of Crown
tithes, called the “kvartal”. ''> In the 1662 cadastre it emerges that the churches’ portions had been
estimated “after the dustbarrel (cf. p. 0000000000) and the Orphanage grain had been deducted”. In
1674, the order was given for one further deduction to be made for the so-called “Printing barrel”
allocated to the Antikvitetskollegium. ''® It emerges from the county accounts that this deduction in
Visternorrland county was only introduced in practice in 1681.

The church accounts’ tithes accounting generally followed a common pattern for the period, and
sometimes it was said that tithes were “according to the county scribe’s calculations”. Sometimes
these scribe’s calculations seem to have applied to the total tithes, as far as we can judge; so for
Myssjo parish for example was written in 1689: 25 November tithes were taken in and after
reshovelling they run to 41:3:6.''7 Such figures have been divided by 3 in the database for Jimtland,
and for Hérjedalen by 4.

Where the database has made use of the churches’ tithes, the Crown tithes have been able to be
reconstructed according to the following formulas that have been shown to keep very close to the
crown’s tithes information (barrels) where both types of information exist. Multiplication by 40/39 is
because the Orphanage tithes’ 40" part has been subtracted from the Crown tithes before the
churches’ “tertials” and “kvartals” have been estimated.

Jamtland

For some years before 1688, because of the lack of available crown accounts, the churches’ tithes
according to their accounts have been used to reconstruct Crown tithes. In calculations of the
database’s tithes from church accounts, up until and including 1681 the following formula (a) has
been shown to land on practically the same figures as the crown’s accounts:

a. ((church accounts of the tithes retained by the church*3) + dustbarrel) * (40/39)
From and including 1681 the following formula (b) has been used:

b. ((church accounts of the tithes retained by the church*3) + dustbarrel + printing barrel) *
(40/39)

3 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 297 with notes. Rabenius 1853 pp. 48, 68, 84 n. 5 that the same conditions had applied at
least at the time of queen Kristina’s resolution 24 Dec. 1645.

114 See County accounts, RA, 1665, p. 580 f, 690, and 1666 p. 562, 565 f.

15 In the 1647 cadastre for Hirndsand county, to which Jimtland then belonged, it has been noted that the province’s
churches “of age” enjoyed the tertial, i.e. 1/3 of the tithes retained by the crown, and in Hérjedalen 1/4. Cited according
to Rabenius 1853, p. 84, n. 5. See also Palm’s ”Sverige 1630 under Jamtland.

116 Rabenius 1835, p. 84-86; Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 303. The information is confirmed by the Visternorrland county
accounts.

1171678 mentioned in Hammerdal “reshovelling slip” (Sw. omkastningssedel).
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The dustbarrel remained unchanged during this period and amounted to 1 barrel in Jimtland for a
main congregation and 0.5 for the annex.!'!®

Hirjedalen

Here the local churches’ portion constituted a quarter of the crown’s grain. To judge from the crown
accounts, the printing barrel was also introduced for Hirjedalen in 1681, but on the other hand no
half dustbarrel seems to have been subtracted before the Harjedalen churches’ tithes were estimated
at the end of the 17™ century. Reconstruction of the crown’s tithes has therefore been done according
to the parish church tithes based on the following formula:

((church accounts of tithes retained by the church*4) * (40/39)

These calculations from the parish churches’ tithes do not correspond exactly to those in the crown
accounts, and discrepancies occur that are hard to analyse. Behind these may lie roundings-off in the
former and uncertainties concerning the treatment of the Orphanage barrel. The differences are
however not greater than that the church tithes can be used as a surrogate for missing crown
accounts.

When ordinary crown accounts are missing, the information for 1663-1665 from the tithes
inspector mentioned above has been transferred to the database rather than the calculations that can
be made from the church accounts for a number of parishes.

From and including about 1690, Froso school was awarded 1/3 of the churches’ tertials in Sveg,
Lillherrdal, Vemdalen, Alvros and Overhogdal parishes. In some cases, only the churches’ net sum is
given after these deductions and I have then not excerpted this.

In 1695-1723, the parish church portions of Jamtland’s and Harjedalen’s tithes were fixed where
the Crown tithes were fixed.

Fixed tithes

In Jamtland and Hérjedalen, a contract was concluded for fixed tithes from and including the harvest
year 1695. However, in Jimtland a number of parishes continued with adjustable tithes.!'!® These
were: Alsen, Aspas, Hallen, Hammerdal, Kall, Marby, Mattmar, Mdrsil, Norderd, Nés, Naskott,
Offerdal, R6dén, Strom, Underséker, Are and As. From and including 1724, both provinces returned
totally to harvest-dependent tithes.

In Jimtland, Ragunda, Fors, Hillesjo, Hasjo and Stugun parishes regained fixed tithes in 1775
which they then kept. From and including 1780, further attempts were made to introduce fixed tithes
“for 20 years” and during the coming years, a number of parishes went over to these, but Offerdal,
Undersdker and Are continued with harvest-dependent tithes in the whole parish, and K16vsjo in
almost the whole parish.'?° In 1790, it was decided that Féllinge, Hammerdal, Higgenas, Kall,
Kyrkas, Lit, Morsil, Ritan and Strom should once again have variable tithes, although some of these
were only for a brief period.!?! In 1799 there were nine parishes with harvest-dependent tithes in
Jamtland. However, accession to the system with fixed tithes faltered and in 1800 the great majority
of parishes returned to variable tithes when the contract’s 20-year period was over. In 1800, once
again 30 parishes suddenly had harvest-dependent tithes. In 1809, nine parishes still had harvest-

18 Compare Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 304 who states other figures for the country as a whole.

119 The 1695 tithes setting seems to have built on the medium tithes for 1691, 1692, and 1693, to judge from the church
accounts in Oviken parish.

120 Two villages in K16vsjo parish had fixed tithes. Their fixed amounts are included in the parish sums of the database.
121 In Lit parish, a few farms retained fixed tithes according to a tithes setting in 1773, and in 1790 several still retained
fixed tithes.
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dependent tithes, and as late as 1817, all of Jimtland’s parishes once again had fixed tithes.'?? In a
number of parishes, certain individual farmers held onto adjustable tithes and a close examination of
their tithes lists, that has however not been possible within the framework of this project, might
provide a good deal more tithes series for Jimtland from and including the end of the 1700s.'%

With the exception of Overhogdal parish, where from and including 1821 tithes were based on
the number of the local cadastral tax assessment unit “trog”, Hirjedalen continued with harvest-
dependent tithes until and including 1858, by all accounts a Swedish record. '?*

Jamtland’s and Hirjedalen’s tithes 1695-1723?

An attempt was made to estimate the whole of Jimtland’s tithes based on the parishes that continued
with harvest-dependent tithes even after the 1695 agreement. The attempt was not very successful
since the estimated Jimtland curve was to show greater oscillations between the years than when the
whole province had adjustable tithes. The explanation is plain if we see which parishes continued to
have harvest-dependent tithes after 1694 — they are almost all situated north or east of Lake Storsjon,
in those parts of Jimtland that is characterised by fells and other terrain that is less adapted to
cultivation. These were areas where cultivation was uncertain and grain often froze. This is probably
the explanation for the peasantry for the time being not being willing to tie itself down with fixed
tithes in good and bad times. Their cautiousness soon proved justified when the 1690s bad harvests
in Norrland also hit Jimtland (see below).

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
In the 1739 extract, the two provinces still counted in Swedish pottles. In 1740 and the following
years, they had however progressed to kappes in the entire material.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

Before 1739, the crown accounts show excess measures as a separate supplement in the extract, and
the extracts’ parish-wise sums therefore refer to tithes in levelled-off measuring vessels. The new
measuring method that was ordered in 1733 meant that barrels before excess measure should also be
shaken and shovelled. This was in contrast to the 1638 decision about barrels only being levelled-off.
It has not left any traces in the source materials gone through here during the period when this
measuring method was used, i.e. until and including 1736. Neither has the return to levelling-off
before excess measure during 1737 and 1738.!%

In connection with new regulations about excess measures in 1739, came new changes in tithes
accounting for the province. The extracts” tithes sums were given the heading “main yield of loose
and levelled-off measure with 4 kappes per barrel”. The extract’s tithes amount refers thus to barrels
with full measure, so-called rental measure (Sw. avradsmal).'?® As emerges in the chapter
“Visternorrland”, the classified barrels for the county to which Jamtland and Héarjedalen then
belonged correspond in number to the tithes lists’ tithes estimates in levelled-off barrels based on
stooks counted and test threshing.'?” In 1740 and all the following years, the tithes lists’ final sums
are the same as the sums in the extract.

However, the change had already been introduced in the 1739 extract. No separate account of
the excess measure was made as had been done up to and including 1738. However, a certain

122 On account of the reconstruction of the National Archives, the access to Jimtland and Visternorrland counties has to
some extent been hindered at the time this project came to an end.

123 This concerns Alsen, Berg, Bricke, Follinge, Hackds, Hammerdal, Hasj6, Hiaggenés, Lit, Mattmar, Ragunda, Ritan
and Sunds;jo parishes.

124 How Overhogdal’s tithes were counted emerges in among others the 1848 tithes extract for the province.

125 See Morell 1988, p. 41 ff.

126 See Morell 1988, p. 42.

127 Possibly first by mistake the tithes lists now included excess measure of 6 kappes per barrel before reduction, in 1739
the recommendation was 6 kappes as excess measure for malt, for other grain however 4. See Morell 1988, p. 42.
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unsureness about the new arrangement seems to have prevailed. For unclear reasons, a deduction of
2 kappes per barrel has been made from the barrels measured for the peasant farmers in the tithes
lists. By that means, a new, lower sum has been obtained and it is this that later in the extract was
included under the new heading mentioned above: “main yield of loose and levelled-off measure
with 4 kappes per barrel”. I have interpreted the 1739 extract sums in the same way as those of the
following years.

The tithes accounts in the church accounts seem to have varied. During the final years of the
17" century, tithes volumes were sometimes defined as full measure, sometimes as “levelled-off
measures with excess measures in addition” or even “shaken and levelled-off”. I have put all the
tithes amounts into the database, excluding the supplementary excess measures when these were
possible to separate out, and assumed that the other amounts correspond in number to tithes in
levelled-off barrels. Some uncertainty in this regard remains however concerning the 25 or so pieces
of tithes information estimated from the church accounts for the two provinces.'*8

The Stockholm Orphanage’s bailiwick figures before 1716 refer, according to my
interpretation, either to levelled-off barrels with separate accounting for the excess measures, or
barrels with excess measures, numerically as many as the tithes lists’ levelled-off barrels. The excess
measures were added when the peasant farmers’ taxed tithes according to the tithes lists were finally
measured upon the grain being delivered to the tithe barn. The excess measure is called variously
“raga” and “6vermal” in the Orphanage material.

Harvest estimates

Normally in Sweden, the crown’s portion of the tithes was 2/3, which for a harvest estimate should
thus be multiplied by 15 (obtained as 3/2*10). However, in Jimtland and Hérjedalen the crown
retained half of the tithes as has been stated above, apart from the parishes Fors, Hillesjé and Hasjo
where the parson received 2/3. Where the parson received half, a harvest estimate had thus to be
made from the entire Crown tithes by multiplication by 20 (obtained. as 2/1*10). In the estimates that
have been made, additions for tithes-exempt farms have been based on the total number of
assessment units of land, mostly mantals, and on the vicarages” mantals of land taken from the
beginning of the 1800s (noble manors where extremely rare in the two provinces).'*

As usual, an attempt is made in the following to summarise the harvest development in the
region from the database. Calculations are made here most suitably on the bailiwick level i.e. by
province. For the time prior to 1716, the Orphanage accounts are used mainly, and after that sums
from the crown’s tithes extracts. Since harvest estimates are made per bailiwick, consideration has
had to be taken to the tithes’ varying division between the crown and the clergy in different parts of
the country. As multipliers, the unweighted average of the crown’s proportion in the various
bailiwicks has been used for the estimates according to the following:

128 A comparison between the tithes inspectors’ information and the church accounts’ where both types of information
exist shows that the inspectors’ information on average lands 4 % (1665) and 3 % (1666) under the estimates made from
church accounts. The cause of these differences has not been more closely investigated here. Much speaks however for
the fact that the excess measure played a role: in Bréicke parish’s accounts for 1693 is written e.g. ”The (1)693 tertial like
the excess measure is in levelled-off measure ...”. The sums that I have taken from the tithes inspectors’ information are
however excluding excess measure,” the excess measure 3 Swedish pottles per barrel”. If one adds 3 Swedish pottles per
barrel to the tithes inspectors’ sums, they end up in 1665 on average 1 % and in 1666 about 2 % above the church
accounts’.

129 af Forsell 1834; Westerling 1838.
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Province: Proportion:
Hirjedalen 2
Jamtland 1.46

As usual in this project, a ten-percent mark-up has been added to compensate for underestimates in
the original measuring etc. The harvests only concern reduced straw grain.

For the long period 1695-1723, many parishes in Jamtland and the whole of Hérjedalen had
fixed tithes. In the harvest estimates it has been important as far as possible to cover even periods
with large proportions of “fixed” parishes. For the fixed parishes in Jimtland, the harvests in 1695-
1723 have been estimated with the help of an annual average index with the base year 1665 taken
from the “harvest-dependent” parishes. The estimates of the harvests have taken place by
multiplication of index by the estimated harvests during the base year (divided by 100). The same
method has been applied when a number of parishes returned to fixed tithes during the 1770s. In
1780-1799 however, the adjustable parishes became so few that I have not dared to continue with
this type of estimate. In 1800, the number of parishes with harvest-dependent” tithes increased again
and became sufficient for me to use the index once again for an estimate of the remaining “fixed”
parishes’ harvests. After 1809, they once again became too few to be a basis for reasonable

calculations. In the following diagram, the harvests thus estimated are shown for the two provinces
in 1665-1809:
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Estimated harvests in Jimtland and Hérjedalen in 1665-1809 (barrels of reduced grain)

——Hitjedalen = Jimtland

In order to gain an indication of the development in an even longer perspective, an index has been
produced with the base year 1665 without any consideration to its strongly variable foundation in
number of parishes with information. The index is constructed from the annual averages in the parish
index that has been produced, or, when there is none, the bailiwick index. The results have been
included in the following diagram, in which the number of parish observations at different points in
time are also given (Jamtland had c. 41 parishes, Hérjedalen 8).

Tithes in Jimtland and Hirjedalen in 1665-1857 (index 1665 = 100) and number of
observations
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The index is obviously uncertain where the parishes are few. The big variations for Jamtland at the
end of the 1700s in particular build on very little information.

Crises
If nothing else is said, the following information is taken from the same sources as the data in the file
”Grunddata”.

Jamtland
The war in 1676-1679 meant there were difficult interruptions in the provinces’ farming, about
which some notices: 1675 Néskott parish: “only 3 barrels were given to the church by the Danes”; in
1675 it was said that the parish churches’ tithes in many cases were requisitioned “for the
maintenance of the military”; this was repaid however the following year and the amounts were
stated. In 1677 the tithes were robbed by Danish-Norwegian troops for at least Briicke and As
parishes, and in Naskott, “the Danes” again only allowed the church to retain three barrels when
tithes were taken in.

The 1690s agricultural crisis that hit Norrland particularly hard also struck at Jdmtland, and
1695 was a catastrophic year with drastically diminished harvests according to the church accounts:
for Nds parish it was said that everything froze, in Hammerdal no grain was harvested and not was
there any in Mérsil “to God complaining”. Several other parishes did not provide any tithes either. In
Norderd, the tithes did not even suffice for the customary reductions, “God better”. In Undersaker,
“most regrettably there was no tertial for the church on account of the terribly bad harvest”. In 1696,
the harvests were once agan inferior. In Strdm about half of the 1696 tithes were loaned out to the
peasantry. The three tithes barrels in Strom were said besides to be useless for bread if they were not
mixed with something else. One gets the impression that parts of the seed grain had been eaten up.

The disturbances in the agriculture continued: In 1698, it is stated for Offerdal that the year’s
“tertial ... that in this year, on the Schools” earnest application, was taken in undried, and rather wet
and ... in number, namely 28 barrels, five firkins and 5 kappes, all in levelled-off measure.”... An
interesting addition is moreover made here: “However, NB If this grain lies unsold for a long time, it
will probably dry pretty well, so for this tertial...”

Now and then during the 1700s, some parishes were hit by frost (e.g. 1705, 1708). The end of
the century could also be problematic: in 1772 the province’s agriculture was hit by a dramatic
setback, and very low tithes were paid in according to the crown accounts; in 1784 all grain froze in
Underséker and Are; in 1785 for K16vsjd it is said that the grain “before harvest was blown to bits by
hard weather ... as can be seen in the field as well as in the ears in the sheaves”; in 1787, many
peasants in the “harvest-dependent” parishes obtained green frozen grain, some nothing at all; there
was frost in several parishes in 1790 and 1791. In 1800, most parishes returned to harvest-dependent
tithes, probably on account of the bad harvests, and in many places the grain had frozen, been cut
and put on hayracks, which meant that the tithes could not be estimated.

Hirjedalen
This province was hit in more or less the same way as Jdmtland, but it was not only in the 1690s that
the weather struck against the harvests. It is stated e.g. in 1668 in Alvros parish accounts that the
year’s tithes were very damaged by cold.

In 1772, the church accounts mention bad harvests on account of frost in the whole of
Hérjedalen, “generally bad harvests”, “no grain this year”, “totally frostbitten” and similar. The
crown’s retained tithes were bought up by the peasant farmers at auctions.'** No real information

about the tithes has been found for this year. In 1777, no grain was harvested in Hede, Vemdalen or

130 Givleborgs lins linsstyrelse, landskontoret, EIb:222, HAL.
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Tannds. In the tithes list for 1800 was written that no tithes had been taken from isolated peasant
farms and distantly situated mountain villages in Sveg parish; Ténnis did not hand in any tithes.

Tannds did not account for any tithes for several years, probably because of agricultural
difficulties. Potatoes seem to have been the saviour here: in 1820, on a piece of paper with no page
number among the accounts, it is mentioned that Téannés had not obtained any grain and mostly grew
potatoes, with grain being purchased from Norway. Ténnds was sometimes left out of the tithes
extracts in 1837. A notice for Tannés in 1838 conveyed the following: “Unripe grain destroyed by
cold and most (of the farmers)... are not harvesting”. In 1839, the unripe grain had again been
destroyed by cold.

In 1836, that year’s low tithes in Hede parish were explained in the following notice: “Unripe
grain destroyed by cold in the whole church village”.

Other

In 1695 it was stated that for Lillherrdal parish a small amount of “Finnish rye” had been harvested
as tithes.
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Tithes in Jamtland 1665-1809 (Index 1665 = 100)

Number of

Year | Index parishes observed
1665 100 | Province total

1666 94 | Province total

1667 91 | Province total

1668 100 | Province total

1669 98 | Province total

1670 89 41
1671 91 16
1672 86 16
1673 67 38
1674 44 16
1675 48 16
1676 70 16
1677 54 13
1678 92 41
1679 79 41
1680 95 41
1681 110 41
1682 91 41
1683 103 40
1684 96 41
1685 88 41
1686 104 41
1687 54 41
1688 71 41
1689 102 41
1690 109 41
1691 104 41
1692 137 41
1693 83 41
1694 132 41
1695 20 17
1696 70 17
1697 61 17
1698 109 17
1699 112 17
1700 96 17
1701 87 17
1702 94 17
1703 96 17
1704 79 17
1705 37 13
1706 65 17
1707 86 17
1708 33 15

65

1709 84 17
1710 69 17
1711 81 17
1712 117 17
1713 71 17
1714 107 17
1715 116 17
1716 72 17
1717 61 17
1718 63 17
1719 76 17
1720 83 17
1721 74 17
1722 80 17
1723 90 17
1724 98 41
1725 86 41
1726 76 41
1727 86 41
1728 63 41
1729 101 41
1730 106 41
1731 66 41
1732 104 41
1733 115 41
1734 102 41
1735 108 41
1736 110 41
1737 82 41
1738 114 41
1739 83 41
1740 66 41
1741 60 41
1742 37 41
1743 86 41
1744 103 41
1745 108 41
1746 122 41
1747 100 41
1748 99 41
1749 105 41
1750 108 41
1751 95 41
1752 80 41
1753 120 41
1754 109 41




1755 93 41
1756 78 41
1757 99 41
1758 121 41
1759 92 41
1760 109 41
1761 97 41
1762 101 41
1763 97 41
1764 68 40
1765 64 41
1766 118 41
1767 128 41
1768 102 41
1769 101 41
1770 100 41
1771 84 41
1772 50 41
1773 106 41
1774 106 41
1775 158 36
1776 156 36
1777 110 36
1778 125 36
1779 155 36
1780 102 3
1781 147 2
1782 58 3

66

1783 128 3
1784 12 1
1785 87 3
1786 97 3
1787 28 3
1788 92 3
1789 133 3
1790 101 11
1791 201 12
1792 239 12
1793 218 12
1794 220 12
1795 199 12
1796 226 11
1797 166 9
1798 203 10
1799 164 10
1800 105 32
1801 172 33
1802 167 33
1803 157 28
1804 183 32
1805 167 32
1806 167 31
1807 241 16
1808 245 15
1809 244 15




Tithes in Harjedalen 1665-1809 (Index 1665 = 100)

Number of

Year Index | parishes observed
1665 100 Province total
1666 79 Province total
1667 103 Province total
1668 64 Province total
1669 90 Province total
1670 103 7
1671 87 2
1672 66 2
1673 46 7
1674 22 2
1675 33 2
1676 73 2
1677 104 3
1678 80 7
1679 71 7
1680 68 7
1681 78 7
1682 52 7
1683 64 7
1684 70 7
1685 58 6
1686 37 6
1687 81 6
1688 74 7
1689 108 7
1690 61 7
1691 87 7
1692 121 7
1693 91 7
1694 115 7

1695-

1723 - -
1724 54 7
1725 53 7
1726 71 7
1727 70 7
1728 50 7
1729 80 7
1730 96 7
1731 57 6
1732 78 7
1733 69 7
1734 87 7
1735 75 7
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1736 87 7
1737 40 6
1738 90 7
1739 60 6
1740 42 7
1741 34 6
1742 18 6
1743 68 7
1744 92 7
1745 105 7
1746 123 7
1747 43 7
1748 91 7
1749 121 7
1750 126 7
1751 77 7
1752 81 7
1753 103 7
1754 75 6
1755 88 7
1756 56 7
1757 88 7
1758 133 7
1759 86 7
1760 125 7
1761 116 7
1762 69 6
1763 93 7
1764 47 7
1765 30 5
1766 82 7
1767 106 7
1768 93 7
1769 81 7
1770 89 7
1771 62 6
1772 - -
1773 83 7
1774 99 7
1775 121 7
1776 123 7
1777 37 4
1778 51 6
1779 91 7
1780 93 7
1781 102 7




1782 45 6
1783 78 7
1784 28 6
1785 96 7
1786 104 7
1787 20 5
1788 94 7
1789 113 7
1790 29 4
1791 94 6
1792 111 7
1793 97 7
1794 103 7
1795 64 7
1796 92 7
1797 77 6
1798 129 7
1799 71 6
1800 32 5
1801 103 6
1802 74 4
1803 86 7
1804 112 7
1805 99 6
1806 85 7
1807 93 7
1808 94 7
1809 99 7
1810 101 7
1811 99 7
1812 50 4
1813 96 7
1814 99 7
1815 89 6
1816 40 7
1817 52 6
1818 75 6
1819 87 7
1820 62 7

68

1821 26 2
1822 109 6
1823 83 5
1824 88 5
1825 69 5
1826 92 6
1827 69 5
1828 80 6
1829 65 5
1830 62 5
1831 56 6
1832 54 5
1833 32 5
1834 65 6
1835 55 5
1836 29 5
1837 54 5
1838 36 5
1839 52 5
1840 74 5
1841 68 6
1842 64 6
1843 65 8
1844 65 8
1845 65 7
1846 64 7
1847 37 7
1848 40 6
1849 42 6
1850 59 6
1851 23 6
1852 52 6
1853 72 6
1854 60 6
1855 50 6
1856 18 4
1857 65 6
1858 47 6




Variables in the database/document ”Jimtland och Hérjedalen”

The page ”Grunddata”

Ar= Year

Fogderi A (fogderiindelning enligt kdllmaterialet) = Bailiwick A (bailiwick division according
to the source material)

Fogderi B (fogderiindelning enligt kdllmaterialet, men for Jimtlands del separerad pa socknar
med rorligt tionde 1695-1723, och med fast samma period) = Bailiwick B (bailiwick
division according to the source material, but for Jimtland separated into parishes with
harvest-dependent tithes 1695-1723, and with fixed tithes same period)

Socken A (sockenindelning enligt kdllmaterialet) = Parish A (parish division according to source

material)

Socken B (under perioden delade socknar forts samman under ursprungssocknens namn) =
Parish B (during this period separated parishes, joined under original parish’s name)

Tiondevete i decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Tionderag 1 decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Tiondekorn i decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Tiondehavre i1 decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Tiondedrtor 1 decitunnor = Pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde rig och értor i decitunnor = Rye and pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde i ”spannmal” i decitunnor = “Grain” tithes in decibarrels

Summa tionde 1 oreducerade decitunnor = Total tithes in unreduced decibarrels

Summa tionde i decitunnor ren sid (exklusive drtor) = Total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain
(excluding peas)

Berdknat kronotionde i decitunnor ren sidd (exklusive értor) = Estimated Crown tithes in decibarrels

reduced grain (excluding peas)

Totala tiondet i ren sdd (tiondet i ren séd exklusive drtor och uppriaknat med hansyn till
prasternas och sockenkyrkornas varierande andelar av det totala tiondet, motsvarar séledes i
princip 1/10 av skorden) = Total tithes in reduced grain (excluding peas) and rounded off
upwards with consideration to the clergy’s and parish churches’ varying portions of the total
tithes, corresponding thus in principle to 1/10 of the harvest)

Index 1670 (sockenindelning enligt Socken B) = Index 1670 (parish division according to
Parish B)

Index (1670=100) = Index (1670=100)

Killor = Sources

Anmirkning = Remarks

The page ”Tiondeindex 1665-1858”

Fogderi = Bailiwick

Index (1670=100)

Index (1665=100)

Observationer = Number of parishes in index base
Anmirkning = Remarks
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The page ”Fogderisummor”

Ar= Year

Lan 1913 = County within borders of 1913

Fogderi = Bailiwick

Tionde vete i decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Tionde rag i decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Tionde korn i decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Tionde havre i decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Tionde i rdg och artor i decitunnor = Rye and pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde i spannmal i1 decitunnor = “Grain” tithes in decibarrels

Tionde drtor 1 decitunnor = Pea tithes in decibarrels

Tiondet 1 oreducerade decitunnor = Tithes in unreduced decibarrels

Tiondet 1 decitunnor ren sidd (exklusive értor) = Tithes in decibarrels reduced grain (excluding peas)

Kronans andel av tionde = Crown's portion of tithes

Totalt tionde 1 decitunnor = Total tithes in decibarrels

Totalt mantal enl af Forsell = Total mantals of land (Forsell)

Préstgérdarnas mantal = Vicarages” mantals of land

Berdknad skord i decitunnor ren sdd (exklusive drtor) = Estimated harvest in decibarrels
reduced grain (excluding peas)

Kalla = Source

Key to file ’Grunddata”

Givleborgs landskontor EIb:130, HAL

Givleborgs lins landskontor, landsbocker och verifikationer, HAL

HAL = Landsarkivet i Hirnésand

Jamtlands lins landskontor, GIlIg:1, OLA

Jamtlands lins landskontor, GlIg:1, OLA

Jamtlands lins landskontor, serie E1b: volym, OLA

Kyrkoarkivets rikenskaper, OLA

Lansrékenskaper, Givleborgs ldn, landsbocker och verifikationer, RA
Lansriakenskaper, Jimtlands 14n, landsbocker och verifikationer, RA
Liansrékenskaper, Visternorrlands 14n, landsbocker och verifikationer, RA
RA = Riksarkivet = central National archives, Stockholm.

SSA = Stockholms stadsarkiv = Stockholm City Archives

Stockholms barnhus, Huvudbok, SSA

OLA = Landsarkivet i Ostersund = regional National archives, Ostersund

Key to page ”Fogderisummor”

Barnhuset * 40 = Stockholms barnhus, Huvudbok, SSA, its tithes sums multiplied by 40.
Landsbok RA = Lansrékenskaper i riksarkivet, see page ”Grunddata” above
Sockendatabasen = Tithes figures according to ”Grunddata” above.
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Kopparberg

Lotta Leijonhufvud

Administrative divisions

This was an independent county with the exception of the period 1641-1646. The previously
Norwegian parishes of Sdrna and Idre were included in Sweden in 1645. They were for a long time
in many ways outside the Swedish tax system and the border with Norway was uncertain right up
until 1751. For the county’s various bailiwicks during the period of my investigation see the chapter
on Kopparberg county in Lennart Palm’s earlier project.'?!

Among a number of irregularities in the church and civil division may be mentioned Finsta,
which belonged to Hedemora parish according to the cadastre, but its tithes were paid in Sdter parish.
Hedemora town and parish had a shared tithes list.!*?

Two different bailiwick and parish divisions have been added to the database, one that follows
the sources and one in which the regions that sometimes occur as shared in the sources have been
joined together to simplify comparisons over time: bailiwick A refers thus partly to Osterdalarna
above and partly to Osterdalarna below Siljan, and in bailiwick B these two are joined together. In
both cases, Mora parish, about which we have more comprehensive information, has been broken out
as its own “bailiwick” in the database.

Concerning the parishes of Stora Tuna, there are the distinctions “above the bridge” and
“beyond the bridge”, the Ovanbro part and the Utombro part. These names show on which side of
the Tuna river the area was situated, north or south of the Tuna river respectively. Here a separate
parish column B has been created in the database to handle the breakouts from the parish that
occurred during the period of investigation. In column “Parish B”, the villages Silvberg, Skirsjo and
Gustafs have been added to Tuna beyond the bridge.

In 1716, the Stockholm Orphanages (see below) Viasterdalarna and Vésterbergslagen occur
under the same figure. In the database it has been divided according to the allocation in the
surrounding years (Véasterdalarna has been assumed to stand for 38.35 % of the merged figure).

Source materials

Throughout the period, Kopparberg county has well preserved documents among the State Archives
county accounts. Only a few years are missing or are so badly damaged that they are not on loan.
Uppsala regional state archive (ULA) has most often been able to cover these missing years.

For a couple of years, the Orphanage accounts in the Stockholm City Archives (SSA) have been able
to be used. The table below shows which years it has not been possible to find tithes on the parish
level.

131 palm 2012.
132 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 113.
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The years when material on the parish level is missing for Kopparberg county

Year | Comment

1667 | Verifications among the central National Archives’ county accounts damaged.
Unspecified tithes at bailiwick level from Uppsala regional archives have been used.

1672 | Verifications and county main ledger among the National Archives’ county accounts
damaged. Unspecified tithes at bailiwick level from Uppsala regional archives have been
used.

1716 | Verifications in National Archives damaged. Damaged in Uppsala regional archives. The
Orphanage information in the Stockholm city archives has been used.

1720 | Verifications among the National Archives’ county accounts damaged. Data from Uppsala
regional archives at bailiwick level has been used.

1727 | Verifications among the National Archives’ county accounts missing. Uppsala regional
archives’ corresponding information badly damaged, the volume fell apart in bits.
Information from the Orphanage in the Stockholm city archives has been used.

Data from Mora parish has mainly been collected from excerpts kindly provided by Professor Johan
Soderberg. S6derberg has collected sin information from the National Archives’ county accounts for
Kopparberg county.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
For this investigated period, Kopparberg county has throughout kappes and Swedish firkins as part
units per barrel. '*3

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

The tithes sums that are shown come mainly from the tithes extract. The summation of parish tithes
lists agrees with the extract. Excess measure is estimated on the total volume and shown separately.
The database’s volumes refer to levelled-off barrels.

Tithes system

Tithe lists in Kopparberg county are arranged according to tithes givers and not linked for example to
the mantal of land registers. The peasant farmers are registered with the number of their stooks
(“entire yearly growth”), the result of the test threshing and finally the crown’s two-thirds of the
tithes is estimated and accounted for.'3*

The volume of oats is shown as a rule in the extract as “double oats” —i.e. the oats volumes
halved. For some reason however, Visterdalarna’s oats are not accounted for as double oats. In
Visterbergslagen the oats are accounted for sometimes as single oats and sometimes as double oats —
in the same extract and for the same year. In the database, this has been corrected and all oats
volumes refer to “single oats”.

The pea volumes are sometimes shown as with and without reductions for the parson’s tertial.
This has been corrected so that the pea volumes in the database ar accounted for as whole tithes.
Johan Soderberg has also used this method in his excerpts.

133 Soderberg J. Excerpter. For the period 1680-1746, even the kappe was divided into eighths according to Soderberg
and for the period 1747 onwards into eighteenth-parts per kappe. For the years I myself have excerpted, these divisions
have however not been observed in the documents.

134 Soderberg 1999, p. 117.
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Fixed tithes settings

Kopparberg county is characterised by having been late out in the introduction of fixed tithes, and a
large part of the county still had adjustable tithes towards the end of thel1700s. The table below
summarises which parishes introduced fixed tithes and when that occurred.

Introduction of fixed tithes in Kopparberg county

Parish From and
including
year
Folkdrna, Grytnis, Tuna beyond and above the 1753
bridge
Al 1755
Stora Skedvi 1760
By, Svérdsjo, Vika, Torsdnger 1762
Soderbarke 1763
Gringesberg 1769
Hedemora and three parishes 1771
Sundborn 1772
Norrbarke 1773
Lima, Malung, Appelbo, Jirna, Nas and Floda 1775

Fixed tithes were implemented at the request of the peasant farmers and were to represent the
average value of nine years of harvests.!**> The following parishes still had adjustable tithes in 1800:
Garpenberg, Finsta Fjarding, Husby, Silvberg and Skérsjo, Sater, Gagnef, Bjursas, Leksand, Réttvik,
Ore, Orsa, Mora, Vinjan and Alvdalen. Gustafs parish, founded in 1784 after having broken away
from Tuna beyond the bridge, seems to have had fixed tithes right from the start and followed its
mother parish which had fixed tithes from 1753. This is my assessment, since the tithes information
in the extract lacks corresponding tithes lists, which the parishes that still gave tithes have.

Harvest estimates

As usual, it has also been important for Kopparberg county when estimating the harvest to add a
supplement for farms exempt from paying tithes. For Kopparberg county mining districts, such
harvest estimates tend to be particularly uncertain through the presence of mineworkers exempt from
taxes to the crown. These had been freed from paying among other things Crown tithes since the
time of Gustav II Adolf.!*® The mineworker farms that were exempt from tithes have been shown
explicitly certain years in the investigated source material, but how many they were in other years
cannot be immediately seen. Does the lack of information certain years mean that they were exempt
these years, or have they just been left out without a trace in the tithes accounts? For the following
years, observations on the mineworkers have been made in the source material:

Visterbergslagen 1665, 1674, 1689
Kopparberg county 1665, 1666, 1668, 1690, 1691, 1698

135 »Som Ahls sockens inbyggare och hemmansbrukare genom ingifwan Skrifft den 2 Juni innewarande &hr enhilligen
anhallit och begért ? wiss Tionde séttning medh kronotionde uthgiimnande ... bevillias till undvikande af then muckna
oligenhet med riikning och profning... effter Arsviixtens medium af nio ahrs wext sig bestiga til tva tunnor korn,
tiugufemb tunnor Bland, fyerttjo Tre Tunnor hafre dubbel, och femb Tunnor Erter....” RA, ldnsridkenskaper,
verifikationer 1755.

136 See under “Bergsfrilse” in Nordisk familjebok (second edition, 1904)
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Nésgard county 1671, 1674
Sater county 1671, 1674, 1691, 1718

A clarification of these issues would involve close investigations farm by farm which has not been
possible within the framework for this project. Instead, preliminary supplements have been
calculated with the same factors as for exempt farms used by Lennart Palm in his estimations for an
earlier project for 1690.'37 The database’s surest harvest estimates for Kopparberg county ought thus
to be those for Oster- and Visterdalarna’s bailiwicks, that lack mineworker farms.

In certain source material, the oats tithes were divided into two categories: “double” and
“single” oats. In the database, I have counted “double” as numerically the same as unreduced tithes
sums * 2, and “single” as equivalent to unreduced barrels. This makes it possible to compare and
sum up oats volumes over county borders.

I have refrained generally from using peas in harvest estimates since the pea harvest is taxed in
another way than by counting stooks. It is therefore not possible to make an independent estimate of
the harvest in the same way as with grain. When the Orphanage duties are used for estimates I have
based the estimates on their having been calculated as 1/40 of the entire tithes.

The result of the harvest estimates is shown graphically in the following diagram of the
bailiwick level.

These are terminated when more than 20 % of the bailiwick’s tithes are fixed, which happens
according to the following table:

Introduction of fixed tithes in Kopparberg county’s bailiwicks

Bailiwick Fixed tithes from and
including year

Kopparberg county 1762

Nésgard county 1762

Séater county 1753

Visterberg county 1763

Visterdalarna 1775

Osterdalarna -

137 Palm 2012.
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Estimated harvests in Kopparberg county’s bailiwicks 1665-1800 (barrels of reduced
grain)

60 000
50 000
40 000
30000
20 000 ; ; \ 4 ) \

10 000

=K opparbergs lin

——Mora - Nisgards [dn  ==——Siters ldn

Visterdalama === Osterdalarna utom Mora

= Visterbergslagen

75



As usual here, besides harvest estimates in volumes, a harvest index has also been included in the
database. The harvests and index are shown in the following diagram at bailiwick level, where
Kopparberg’s and Visterberslagen’s bailiwicks have mainly been assumed to have fixed tithes from
and including 1761, Nésgard’s from and including 1770, Visterdalarna after 1774 and the others at
least until 1800. Please note that the index has been calculated from a falling number of parishes with
adjustable tithes, which is why it is probable that it is less representative for the county at the end of
the investigation period.

Estimated harvests in Kopparberg county 1665-1800 (index 1665=100)

160 150

5
3 120 110

60 50

o ™ o

o0 wow = IN © - ) Q N own o® n o = =3
e R 8883 888738 = gdaZf2gTIBROER g8z 5L
“““““““ e N ]

w
=1

Antal observationer

=3

o o=
=1 =3

Other

For Mora parish, I have mainly used Johan Soderberg’s excerpts. From 1759 however, I have made a
small change in relation to these. Soderberg has mainly used the tithes lists’ volumes, whereas I have
used the extract volumes. The former’s account is somewhat more thorough than the latter’s. The
extract’s volumes for “mixed grain” also includes pea mixture, which Séderberg’s “mixed grain”
does not — his volumes are thus slightly lower here. I have kept to the extract’s headings to keep
more consistent to the source.

Estimated harvests in Kopparberg county 1665-1800 (reduced barrels; index 1665=100)

1665 100| 33 1678 106 33 1691 116| 33
1666 107 33 1679 112 33 1692 140 33
1667 136 7 1680 134 33 1693 78| 33
1668 148 32 1681 149 33 1694 132 33
1669 139 32 1682 133| 33 1695 56| 33
1670 132 33 1683 134 33 1696 80| 33
1671 130 32 1684 122 33 1697 57| 33
1672 134 7 1685 137| 33 1698 68| 33
1673 123| 33 1686 119] 33 1699 98| 33
1674 89| 33 1687 115 33 1700 106 33
1675 99| 33 1688 99| 33 1701 106 33
1676 135] 33 1689 114 33 1702 110 33
1677 791 33 1690 98] 33 1703 107] 33
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1800 67| 22
Average
1665-1800 91

1704 122 33
1705 63| 33
1706 91| 33
1707 99| 33
1708 79| 33
1709 99| 33
1710 95| 33
1711 115] 33
1712 109 33
1713 104 33
1714 86| 33
1715 109| 33
1716 77 8
1717 59| 33
1718 80| 33
1719 56| 33
1720 94 8
1721 77| 33
1722 80| 33
1723 85| 33
1724 74| 33
1725 86| 33
1726 61| 33
1727 72 8
1728 80| 33
1729 108 33
1730 77| 33
1731 91| 33
1732 85| 33
1733 99| 33
1734 85| 33
1735 82| 33
1736 85| 33
1737 89| 33
1738 93| 33
1739 82| 33
1740 79| 33
1741 70| 33
1742 45| 33
1743 59| 33
1744 89| 23
1745 83| 34
1746 89| 34
1747 95| 34
1748 81| 34
1749 111| 34
1750 128 34
1751 80| 34

1752 94| 34
1753 101 33
1754 88| 33
1755 86| 31
1756 73] 31
1757 781 31
1758 108 | 31
1759 91| 31
1760 106| 31
1761 90| 30
1762 100 26
1763 88| 25
1764 66| 25
1765 79| 25
1766 82| 25
1767 82| 25
1768 81| 25
1769 89| 25
1770 82| 25
1771 68| 25
1772 39] 23
1773 68| 22
1774 91 21
1775 77 18
1776 711 16
1777 68| 15
1778 64| 15
1779 62| 15
1780 55| 15
1781 49| 15
1782 61| 15
1783 44| 15
1784 56| 15
1785 511 16
1786 51 15
1787 52| 15
1788 51 15
1789 52| 15
1790 55| 16
1791 571 14
1792 61| 15
1793 52| 15
1794 60| 15
1795 58] 15
1796 55| 15
1797 57| 15
1798 61| 16
1799 53] 15
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Variables in the database ”"Kopparbergs lin”
Page ”Grunddata”

Ar= Year

Landskap = Province

Lan = County

Fogderi A = Fogderitillhorighet enligt kdllan Bailiwick A = bailiwick appurtenance according to

source

Fogderi B = Osterdalarna sammanslagna och Mora utbrutet = Bailiwick B = Osterdalarna
merged and Mora broken away

Socken A = Socknar enligt kdllmaterialet Parish A = parish according to source material

Socken B = Socknar som ndgon géng under undersdékningsperioden varit delade
sammanforda under ett gemsamt begrepp Parish B = parishes that at one time or other  during

the period investigated had been divided now merged under a common concept

Tionde rig decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Tionde korn decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Tionde drtor decitunnor = Pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde havre decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Tionde vete decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Tionde blandsdd decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels

Tionde frusen rag decitunnor = Frozen rye tithes in decibarrels

Tionde fruset korn decitunnor = Frozen barley tithes in decibarrels

Tionde fruset blandsidd decitunnor = Frozen mixed grain tithes in decibarrels

Tionde fruset havre decitunnor = Frozen oats tithes in decibarrels

Tionde frusna drtor decitunnor = Frozen pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde értblandning decitunnor = Frozen mixed pea tithes in decibarrels

Tionde i1 spannmal (rdg + korn) = decitunnor Mixed grain (rye and barley) tithes in decibarrels

Summa tionde i1 oreducerade decitunnor = Sum tithes in unreduced decibarrels

Summa tionde i oreducerade decitunnor (exkl. drtor) = Sum tithes in unreduced decibarrels (excl.

peas)

Summa tionde i ren strasdd = Sum tithes in reduced straw grain

Bas for index 1665 tionde (socken B, fogderi B) = Base for index 1665 tithes (parish B,
bailiwick B)

Index (1665=100) = Index (1665=100)

Beréknade skordar 1 decitunnor ren strasdd = Estimated harvest in decibarrels reduced straw  grain

Kalla = Sources

Anmirkning = Remarks

Kallnycklar

Johan So6derberg, Ekohist, Stockholms universitet, excerpter = Johan Soderbergs excerpter,
Ekonomisk-historiska institutionen, Stockholms universitet

RA = Riksarkivet = central National archives, Stockholm

RA, Lansrikenskaperna, Kopparbergs ldn = Riksarkivet, lansrdkenskaper, Kopparbergs 14n
SSA = Stockholms stadsarkiv = Stockholm city archives

SSA, Barnhusavgiften * 40 = sums of tithes to Stockholm Orphanage, Stockholms barnhus,
huvudbdcker, Stockholms stadsarkiv, sums multiplied by 40

ULA = Uppsala landsarkiv = regional National archives, Uppsala
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ULA = Kopparbergs 1dn, Landskontoret = Kopparbergs lén, landskontor, landsbocker or
verifikationer, Landsarkivet i Uppsala.
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Smaland, Vistergotland and Dalsland

Lennart Andersson Palm

When planning this project, we intended to leave out these provinces, partly because they had been
considered to have gained fixed tithes comparatively early on, and partly because they have suffered
unusually large archival losses for our period. Despite this, a preliminary investigation has been
made which proved of certain value. Among other things, it appeared that parts of these counties
continued with harvest-dependent tithes for considerably longer than had been assumed.

If in the future “black-marked” source material in the National Archives in Stockholm and the
Vadstena regional National Archives is made accessible for research, it will be possible to undertake
closer and more complete harvest-dependent tithes series even at the parish level also for these
extensive agricultural areas.

Administrative divisions

The province Vistergotland at the end of the 1600s was divided into two counties, Skaraborg and
Alvsborg. To the latter belonged also the province Dalsland. The province Smaland was divided
into Kalmar, Kronoberg and Jonképing counties. Jonkdping and Kronoberg counties were for parts
of the second half of the 1600s one county, Jonkoping and Kronoberg county. In 1670-1673 the
region of Kronoberg county was divided between Kalmar and Jonkoping counties. Kronoberg county
was restored and then in 1675-1679 also included the province Blekinge (except for Lister district).
Before 1675 and 1680, Blekinge had belonged to Kristianstad county, but was transferred after
having belonged to Kronoberg county to Kalmar county in 1681-1685. Only in 1686 did Blekinge
become a county of its own.

Several districts in Smaland belonged to varying counties during our period of investigation:

Allbo and Kinnevald belonged in 1670 to Kalmar county and 1671-1673 to Jonkoping county.
Norrvidinge belonged to Kalmar county in 1671-1673, and all three belonged otherwise to
Kronoberg county. Sunnerbo belonged to Jonkdping county in 1673 and Konga to Kalmar county.
Both hade previously belonged to Kronoberg county. Uppvidinge, that normally belonged to
Kronoberg county, belonged in 1670-1673 to Kalmar county. Ostra district belonged in 1665-1669
and 1674-1680 to Kronoberg county, otherwise to Jonkoping county.

The province Oland, part of Kalmar county, is treated separately in the project, see separate
chapter.

Vistergdtland’s districts also changed county: Askim, Sivedal and Ostra Hising (“Swedish
Hisingen™) districts belonged until 1679 to Alvsborg county but were transferred thereafter for good
to Goteborg and Bohus county. Dalsland belonged temporarily in 1680 also to the latter county as
did the old Vistergétland districts of Vittle and half of Vine. These two districts belonged otherwise,
both before and after 1680, to Alvsborg county.

However, the Vistergdtland and Sméland administrative divisions were also complicated since
they of all the Swedish national provinces during the seventeenth century had most estates belonging
to counts and barons. This splintered much of the fiscal administration in the two provinces.!*8 In
1665 the following shires existed: Lickd, Bogesund, Mariestad and Skovde, as well as Visingsborg,
Sodermore, Vistervik and Stegeholm (the city shires Mariestad and Skovde had been revoked to the
crown as early as 1656). Peasant farms in Halland were also included in Bogesund at this time, and
in Visingsborg also peasant farms in Ostergotland province. Vistervik and Stegeholm was the name
of a shared shire; it belonged to the crown from 1675.

138 As far as the extraordinarily complicated issue concerning the fiscal administration and for example collection of
revenues in the shires and baronies, see first and foremost Swedlund 1936, p. 201-245 and also Palm 1993, p. 230.
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In 1665, there were also a number of baronies in these provinces: Oresten, Orreholmen,
Bergkvara, Kronobick, Lundholmen, Eksj, Hirlunda, Kronoberg and Virestad. Oresten and
Kronobick was the name of a shared barony. At this time, only the peasant farms in Alvsborg county
were included (previously, peasant farms in Kalmar county had also been included). Orreholmen is
sometimes called Orreholm. Bergkvara was called Nya Bergkvara from 1645. In Dalsland there was
the Alvkarleby och Dalaborg barony.

In 1680, it was decided that all the remaining shires and baronies were to belong to the crown,
and this happened during the following years.

Source materials

As will become clear, much on the tithes system in the two provinces is still vague, partly depending
on great archival losses not least for Alvsborg county, that lost its entire county government archives
in the fire in Vénersborg in 1834. The county’s account copies for the last decades of the 1600s have
also been lost almost completely through fire in the central National Archives.

That the many shires and baronies sometimes took up tithes means that source materials are
spread out over several non-government archives. Those archives have only partly been investigated
in this project. The accounts of the tithes information has on account of all this been made fairly
schematically for the three provinces and more detailed investigations have been left to future
research.

For the period 1665-1680, Lotta Leijonhufvud’s county-wise series of tithes excerpts from the
National Archives, produced for her thesis, have been used.'*® In her thesis, she has complemented
the material for sometimes missing district information through various estimates. My review here
has for the sake of simplicity kept to her complementary information and left out her supplements on
manors etc.

For the time after 1680, and years for which Leijonhufvud had no county accounts, I have
collected bailiwick-level information from the Vadstena Soldiers’ home accounts in the War
Archives.!*” The Soldiers’ home was to have one-fortieth of the crown’s tithes as described in the
introduction to this book. In the database, the total Crown tithes have been estimated through
multiplication of the Soldiers’ home barrel by 40, based on the assumption that this duty had been
calculated according to valid statutes.

Where the source material’s tithes are unspecified concerning type of grain, as was normal in
these provinces, [ have interpreted it as being so-called reduced grain.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

Leijonhufvud’s accounts for tithes are given in cubic metres. These are founded on the assumption of
locally varying barrel volumes. In order to avoid a convoluted discussion about these volumes, I

have recalculated the cubic metre figures based on her presumed barrel volumes to unspecified
“barrels”.

In Sméland and Vistergotland, tithes are shown in barrels, skdppas and Swedish pottles. When only
skdppas are mentioned in some of the source materials, it is unclear how many of these there were to
a barrel. The traditional number of skédppas per barrels was 6, but 5 and 4 also occurred around 1700.
Uncertainty in a few cases has been noted in the database’s remarks column.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures
No investigation has been carried out here about whether the figures quoted refer to barrels with
excess measure, levelled-off barrels or perhaps even levelled-off barrels reduced to barrels with extra

139 Leijonhufvud 2001, p. 265 ff. One exception is the tithes for 1671 that I re-estimated according to the quota for three
bailiwicks between 1670 and 1671, the latter year’s information then gathered from Kalmar county’s county accounts
office, “avkortningsbok” for 1671, VALA.

140 Krigskollegium, krigsmanshuskontoret, huvudbocker. KrA, now part of the central National Archives.
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measure. A reasonable assumption is however that the information in this respect is homogenous
within each respective county.

Tithes systems

These have not been investigated in more detail since the provinces in general had only had harvest-
dependant tithes for a small number of years at the beginning of our period of investigation. In the
whole region, by all accounts the crown’s proportion of the tithes has been the usual in the country,
2/3 of the entire tithes. In 1687, certain systems were introduced however to ameliorate the fixed
tithes in Jonkoping and Kronoberg counties by among other things putting aside so-called reserve
grain, but it is still unclear what this was and whether this came to be valid also for the parishes that
for a time continued with harvest-dependent tithes. !*!

Fixed tithes settings '+

Jonképing county

For Jonkdping and Kronoberg counties, fixed tithes were introduced in 1686, based on acreage and
type of soil. This method meant that tithes were linked to the seed and type of soil.!** However, even
earlier, the county’s shires and baronies had had fixed tithes.'** Some parishes insisted however on
keeping harvest-dependent tithes for a time, at least until and including 1690. The following parishes
in Norra and Sodra Vedbo districts stood outside the 1686 fixed tithes setting: Edshult, Siby,
Askeryd, Hisselby, Krakshult, Bells, Hult, Flisby and Solberga.!*® In the database, the end limit for
the county’s tithes series was set at 1686.

Kronoberg county

Fixed tithes setting took place in Kronoberg county in 1686, but the county’s shires and baronies had
had fixed tithes even earlier than that (see above). The method at the 1686 tithes setting was the
same as for Jonkoping county. A number of parishes here too retained for a time the old harvest-
dependent system. In 1690, two parishes in Uppvidinge, two in Konga and about half of Sunnerbo
district still had harvest-dependent tithes. The parishes were Alghult, Algutsboda, Hemmesjo,
Tegnaby, Agunnaryd, Pjatteryd, Traryd, Markaryd, Hinnaryd, Annerstad, Nottja, Angelstad,
Hamneda and Sédra Ljunga.'*’ The database’s series for the county also ends here with the year
1686.

Kalmar county
S6dra More, Tunalédn as well as Norra and Sodra Tjust districts transferred to fixed tithes in 1686, as
did Aspeland district, in the latter case measured and checked in 1695.'¥ In 1690, the following

141 Rabenius 1853, p. 79, n. 5.

142 See more detail in Palm, Sverige 1690. Akerbruk, boskapsskitsel, skog, befolkning, Goteborg, version September
2012.

143 Rabenius 1853, p. 70; concerning the method see Hiradsskrivarens i Goteborg fogderi arkiv, volym E 1:9, GLA.

144 Jan Eric Almquist 1917, p. 216 ff. and Rabenius 1853, p. 70 quote the contract between the aristocracy and the
peasants about the fixed tithes setting in Jonkdping and Kronoberg counties of 15 July 1686, in which it was decided that
the shires’ and baronies’ old contracts should remain unchanged. This means that fixed tithes had already occurred in
certain places before 1686.

145 For these in the 1690 tithes list (among J6nkdping’s county accounts” verifications in RA) are shown test threshing,
estimated “Yearly growth” and “measurment”. Corresponding information is missing for parishes with fixed tithes in
1690.

147 The situation emerges from notes in the county accounts’ summary over tithes in 1690, RA.

148 For Tjust district the year for tithes setting emerges in the preamble to the tithes lists in Lénsrikenskaper for Kalmar
lan, verifikationer 1727, RA; for other districts of those mentioned above in the Vadstena regional National Archives,
where however one of the sets of lists for Aspeland district is undated but stylistically etc. can be attached to other lists
with stated year 1686.
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parts of the county seemed still to have harvest-dependent tithes: the parishes Fagerhult, Fliseryd,
Hogsby, Kriksmala, Mdnsterds and Alem in Handbord and Stranda districts that were given fixed
tithes first in 1699; and the parishes Dorby, Forlosa, Kalmar’s country parish and Klickeberga in
Norra More district that agreed to the contract in 1698. Sevede district, with the exception of Pelarne
parish whose tithes were agreed as early as 1686, was given fixed tithes in 1691. The database’s
latest limit for Kalmar county has been set in 1686. Special conditions were valid on Oland, a part of
Kalmar county, see separate chapter.

Skaraborg county

When Skaraborg county as a whole was given fixed tithes is still uncertain. The county government

was unsure even in the 1730s about the exact date for setting fixed tithes, but tithes were regarded as
fixed at the latest in the 1690s.'* For shires and baronies, fixed tithes settings happened early on by

all accounts. 1>°

From Kalland district, old men certified in an investigation in 1780 that the 1680 cadastre (sic!)
shows that the Crown tithes then were “set for peasant farms”: from Jarpés and Slddene parishes,
tithes were said to have been fixed for “over a hundred years”. From Husaby parish in Kinnefjirding
district they are asserted to have been fixed from and including 1684. One rather puzzling piece of
information from Viste district asserts that they had had fixed tithes for “all of one hundred years”,
but that the county governor Thord Bonde’s contract “through peril or wrongdoing has been lost”
(Tengene parish). Thord Bonde was county governor there in 1660-1668. A further discrepant piece
of information comes from Undenés parish in Vadsbo district: fixed tithes are supposed to have been
introduced there ... in the 1690s in Thor Bonde’s days...”.!! This probably refers again to Thord
Bonde, who had already died however in 1683. This information may at best be interpreted as that
fixed tithes settings in Skaraborg county occurred at different times.

Surer information on how and about when tithes setting in the county had been started seems to
have been found in some odd documents in the Skaraborg county accounts office’s archives. By all
accounts, the county government had asked to be sent documents from neighbouring counties to get
some idea of how a fixed tithes setting might be implemented. First and foremost among the
documents is a tableau of what seems to be the fixed tithes setting in Alvsborg county where an
average of tithes for a poor, a mediocre and an abundant year was used (see more about this in the
following on Alvsborg county). Most of the documents are dated at the end of 1680.!>

A further indication is given by the accounts for Mariestad Cathedral that received tithes from
Billefors and Amnehirad parishes (in Vadsbo district). In 1674, 1684 and 1687, about 169 skédppas
from Billefors and 143 from Amnehédrad are accounted for there yearly. However in 1688 there is a
change and the following notice has been added “... after tithes list, value and agreed contract”, after
which the sums are about 171 and 134 respectively for the years 1690, 1691 and 1693. The last-
named year, an “annually agreed contract” is mentioned in good times and bad.!>*

Any eventual correspondence etc. in the Kammarkollegiet’ and the Vadstena Soldiers’ home’s
archives might perhaps be able to provide more detailed information on the Skaraborg tithes system
at various points in time, but have not been possible to investigate within the framework of this
project. In the database, the limit forward for the possibility of harvest-dependent tithes was set at
1680.

199 Herlitz 1974, p. 237 n. 3.

150 Rabenius 1853, p. 70; Rydin 1882, p. 97.

151 Skaraborgs landskontor, volym GXVle:1, GLA.

153 Skaraborgs lins landskontor, volym GVe:1, GLA.
154 Mariestads domkyrkoforsamling, volym LI:1, GLA.
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Alvsborg county

“Harvest-dependent tithes” is a concept that must be taken with great reservation when used for
Alvsborg county during the second half of the 1600s. Parts of the county were, as has been
mentioned, sometimes exempt from tithes to the crown (e.g. Oresten barony 1665).!% Besides, the
shires introduced fixed tithes early on.'*® Thus, Visingsborg shire introduced fixed tithes, at least for
its peasants in the Alvsborg district of Mark, in 1647.!%" In the same parish, certain peasant farmers
could thereby have fixed and others harvest-dependent tithes at the same time. '8

One example of another kind of flexibility emerged in Narunga parish, Kulling district, where
in the tithes list in 1670 it is mentioned that it was agreed to give the same tithes as in 1669, the
peasants having had to plough the grain back into the ground on account of bad harvest and thus
being unable to stack it.!>’

How and exactly when tithes setting occurred is still partly unclear. A couple of documents,
found unexpectedly in the neighbouring county Skaraborg’s archives, speak for fixed tithes already
having been introduced at the beginning of the 1680s. An undated tableau there for Alvsborg county
contributes parish-wise tithes information for one year with more abundant, one with mediocre and
one with poorer yearly growth.!¢! This document is probably from 1681 or somewhat later.'> These
are probably copies of some working material from Alvsborg’s fixed tithes setting project. Fixed
tithes were in that case estimated from some kind of average assessment for the three years. In
Kungsiter parish’s tithes list for 1680, there is a note that indicates that tithes there were linked to the
tax assessment unit, the mantal.'®® Disputes in the district court in Mark in 1713 state in
contradiction that a contract, uncertain if this was with the crown or the parson, had been agreed in
“1681” and that fixed tithes had existed in “More than 20 years”.!®

Several parishes or even districts possibly continued for a time to have harvest-dependent
tithes. This is possibly true for Askim, Sivedal and Ostra Hising districts, as has emerged in the
section on Bohuslédn above. From and including 1680 they came to belong to Goteborg and Bohus
county, up until fixed tithes were set there in 1694. Uncertainties remain also for Dalsland. From the
Dalsland bailiwick’s district scribe’s accounts, it emerges that tithes in 1689 had been collected
according to the clergy’s lists. In 1691 on the other hand, notes about the clergy’s lists have been
erased and instead additions have been made according to “agreed accord”. The following years
were recorded the whole time “according to agreement made with the peasantry about a certain
amount in good times and bad” and the sums are the same as those in the 1691 list. For 1690,
information is missing in the crown accounts. ' Fixed tithes would thus have been introduced here
at the latest in 1691. However, this interpretation is uncertain.

Possible correspondence etc. in the Kammarkollegiet’s (in the central National Archives) and
Vadstena Soldiers” home’s archives might perhaps be able to provide more detailed information
about Alvsborg’s tithes system at different points in time, but have not been possible to investigate

155 See Forsgrén1885.

156 Rabenius 1853, p. 70; Rydin 1882, p. 97.

157 Rabenius 1853, p. 70; Rydin 1882, p. 97; Forsgrén 1885. Palm 1993 p. 242 f.

158 Palm 1993 p. 242 f.

159 Lansrikenskaper Alvsborgs lin, verifikationer 1670, RA.

161 Skaraborgs landskontor, volym GVe:1, GLA.

162 For this, there is evidence that the regimental commander for the Vistgota-Dal regiment named therein was
commander in 1680-1691 and that Vasséinda parish, that belonged to Géteborg and Bohus county in 1680, is mentioned.
Tithes from Bogesund, and Oresten shires and baronies as with the shire “in Dal” (Dalsland) are put at the disposition of
the crown in the tableau mentioned here. The collection of such tithes had been a significant issue at the 1675
Parliamentary meeting (Swedlund 1936, p. 262). Oresten barony’s tithes had been returned to the state even before 1654
(Swedlund appendix IIb with comments).

163 Palm 1993 p. 232 with n. 94.

164 Palm 1993, p. 242 ff.

165 Hiradsskrivaren i Dalsland, rikenskaper respective years, GLA.

84



within the framework of this project. In the database, the forward limit for possible harvest-
dependent tithes in Alvsborg county was set at 1680.

Tithes series and harvest estimates

In the database, rough provisional estimates have been made of these five counties’ tithes based on
Leijonhufvud’s excerpts. The estimates have been limited to the county level. For gaps in this
material and some further years after 1680 when her investigation ended, the estimates have first and
foremost been made from the Soldiers’ home barrel that has been assumed to correspond to 1/40 of
the crown’s tithes (before customary reductions). In Leijonhufvud’s estimates and in the Soldiers’
home information for Skaraborg are not included the tithes for the Lacko bailiwick Visingsborg
shire. The database’s calculations for Kalmar county do not include Oland. The database’s forward
limit has been set to 1680 for Vistergdtland and 1686 for Smaland, when fixed tithes had become
these counties’ normal system. Tithes development is shown in the following diagram (information
is missing for Alvsborg county in 1676):

Tithes in Sméland and Vistergotland per county from and including 1665 (barrels reduced
grain)
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The harvests thus estimated do not include the parts of Skaraborg and Kalmar counties not named
here, nor the towns.

Archival losses, changing administrative divisions, uncertainty concerning the tithes system as
well as the various skippa sizes make the database’s tithes series uncertain. The diagram above
should only be seen as a rough indication of the development. A couple of observations are however
in place: the very stable curve for Skaraborg county reveals that the greater part of this county must
in practice have had fixed tithes long before the 1680s. The violent oscillations for Jonkdping county
in the 1670s may possibly indicate faults in the source data or the interpretation of these.

A very rough estimate of harvests may be made using the following method:

1) multiply the tithes by 15

2) multiply the sum attained under 1) by 1,1 to compensate for assumed underestimations when
measuring the tithes etc.

3) multiply the sum of the calculations under 1) and 2) per county by the following factors !¢ that are
a very rounded-off upward estimation of the tithes for tithes-exempt manors and vicarages.

County Factor

JonkSping county 1.20

Kalmar county excluding Oland 1.10

Kronoberg county 1.20

Skaraborg county excluding Lacko and Visingsborg 1.10

Alvsborg county 1.10
Crises

The investigation’s character of overview has not permitted any more detailed observations on the
source materials. In the literature, the following years during the investigation period have been said
to be years of need at least in Dalsland (part of Alvsborg county): 1666, 1672, 1675, 1686, 1689,
1690, 1693.167

166 Builds on preliminary work for Palm’s Sverige 1690. Akerbruk, boskapsskétsel, skog, befolkning, Goteborg, version
september 2012.
167 Anders Lignell, Beskrifning ofver grefskapet Dal, 1965 edition, p. 268.
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Tithes index for five counties some years 1665-1686 (1665=100)

Year Jonkoping | Kronoberg Kalmar |Skaraborg | Alvsborg
1665 100 100 100 100 100
1666 82 53 77 98 90
1667 84 76 77 94 74
1668 102 120 101 112 91
1669 88 75 99 114 93
1670 111 135 104 113 94
1671 104 106 165 114 108
1672 156 112 123 114 107
1673 89 108 149 115 103
1674 39 95 72 111 93
1675 76 102 91 109 99
1676 86 89 83 110
1677 59 59 67 109 57
1678 54 55 45 105 40
1679 57 66 69 103 52
1680 75 88 89 112 57
1681 106 87 78
1682 97 92 96
1683 94 96 96
1684 107 71 62
1685 112 91 100
1686 129

Variables in the database ”Smaland och Vistergotland”

The file ”Grunddata”

Ar= Year

Socken = Parish

Hérad = District

Fogderi = Bailywick

Landskap = Province

Léan (enligt kdllmaterialet) = county (according to the source material)

Lin 1 Véstergotland, landskap 1 Smaland = County in Véstergétland, province in Smaland

Tionde 1 decitunnor ren strasdd (fore inférandet av fast tionde ) = Tithes in decibarrels before
introduction of fixed tithes

Kalla = Source

Anmarkning = Remarks

Key to sources

Lotta Leijonhufvud’s excerpts = for sources see Leijonhufvud 2001

KrA, krigsmanshussképpor * 40 = Krigskollegium, Krigsmanshuskontoret, huvudbdcker, accounts
for the Soldiers” home'’s barrels, central National Archives, Krigsarkivet, barrels multiplied by
40.

KrA = Krigsarkivet = War archives, now part of central National archives
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Sodermanland
Lotta Leijonhufvud

Administrative divisions

The county’s precursors are the three castle counties Nykoping county, Gripsholm county and
Eskilstuna(hus). These were merged together finally in 1719 under a shared county government with
Nykoping as the governor’s residence town. Nykdping county alone was as an archivist called it
Sédermanland county, but was thus only a part of what later became the greater county of
Sédermanland.

Nykopings ldn is never found as bailiwick designation in the source material but is divided into
the two bailiwicks “Oppunda & Villattinge districts” and “Jonaker, Rond & Holebo districts™.

Eskilstuna lin, including Oster- and Visterrekerne districts as well as the towns Eskilstuna,
Karl Gustafs stad and Torshélla were included in 1633-1718 in Livgedingets S6dermanland section,
with partly their own county accounts among the usual county’s county accounts in the county
accounts office in the National Archives, and partly an archive-like equivalent to the ordinary county
government’s accounts in the county accounts office, but in contrast to the county accounts offices,
not situated in the regional National archives but also in the central National Archives in Stockholm
under the archival designation Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding (life estate), Guvernementskontoret. The
life estate’s suite of accounts among the county accounts starts in 1661. From and including 1719,
the county was subordinate to S6dermanland county.

Gripsholm county also belonged to the S6dermanland section of the life estate in 1633-1718. It
consisted of Aker, Selebo and Daga districts as well as the parishes Taxinge, Ytter- and Overenhdrna
in Oknebo district (later merged with Selebo district, Taxinge now and then to Aker district),
Mariefred and Stringnis towns. Gripsholm county was later divided and Selebo district became a
bailiwick of its own, sometimes called Réifsnds county.'®® From and including 1719, this county was
subordinate to Sodermanland county.

Sodertorn, i.e. Svartldsa, Sotholm and Oknebo districts, were included in Nykdping county in
1689-1719. In this project, Sddertdrn is accounted for during the entire period of investigation in the
chapter on Uppsala and Stockholm county.

Some administrative irregularities have been observed: one part of Vrena church parish was
situated in Villattingen district, but the whole parish’s tithes were accounted for in Oppunda district
according to the cadastre but their entire tithes are accounted for in Finspédnga county bailiwick in
Ostergétland county (whither its tithes have been conveyed in this project).'¢’

Torshélla country congregation was also called Hallby.

The following parishes are sometimes counted as belonging to the province of S6dermanland,
but in 1913 they belonged to Stockholm county: Muskd, Nacka, Namdo, Ornd, Salem, Sorunda,
Sédertilje, Tord, Turinge, Tveta, Tyresd, Utd, Vardinge, Visterhaninge, Ytterjirna, Osmo,
Osterhaninge, Ostertilje and Overjirna. Kvarsebo has been registered under Ostergétland county.

Gripsholm and Rifsnis counties are sometimes accounted for separately, sometimes together.
In order for these two counties to be investigated as a unit, two bailiwick divisions have been created
in the database, one A following the source material’s indelning, and one modified, B, in which
Gripsholm and Réfsnds are registered under the common heading “Gripsholm och Réfsnis”.

In the database, Sodermanland consists of the following 92 parishes and country
congregations: Oppunda district: Vingaker, Osteraker, Julita, Malm, Lerbo, Floda, Skyllinge,
Vadsbro, Blacksta, Huseby (Oppunda), Bettna and Vrena. Villattinge district: Heligsta, Hultinge,

168 See e.g. Linsstyrelsen i Sodermanlands lin, landskontoret, verifikationer 1726, ULA.
199 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 19.
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Duncker, Malma, Ardala, Forsa, Medldsa and Flen. Jondkers district: Lunda, Kila, Bjorkvik, Halla,
Nykyrka, Stigtompta, Birbo and St Nicolai. Réné district: Lid, Ripsa, Runtuna, Ludgo, Spelvik,
Tystberga, Bélinge, Torsdker, Lestringe, Séttersta, Bogesta, Rdby (Ron6 hérad), Svirta and Helgona.
Holebo district: Ho16, Morko, Visterljung, Vagnhirad, Trosa, Berghamra Tuna and Tuna Bergslag.
Tuna Bergslag (now Tunaberg) is included in Tuna parish until 1678. Eskilstuna county (Oster- and
Visterrekarna): Jader, Kjula, Vallby, Fors, Kloster (with Eskilstuna town), Barva, Sundby,
Hammarby, Stenkvista, Arla, Huseby-Rekarna, Nishulta, Torshilla town and parish, Gillberga,
Lista, Tumbo, Raby-Rekarna, Oja, and Vistermo. Gripsholm county: Aker, Linna, Hirad, Vanso,
Fogdo, Helgard, Dillnds, Strdngnés town and country congregation, Gasinge, Frustuna, Kattnis,
Bjorlunda and Gryt. Rdfsnds county (Selebo district) is included in Gripsholm county until 1707 and
includes the parishes: Ytterseld, Kirnbo, Mariefred, Taxinge, Toresund, Overseld, Aspd, Over- and
Ytterenhorna.

Source materials

The archival material comes from several provenances. In the National Archives, the stock of county
accounts for S6dermanland and the accounts for the Life estate are badly damaged. In the regional
National archives in Uppsala on the other hand, the S6dermanland county government’s county
accounts office’s documents are generally in good condition. The books exist from 1665 onwards,
containing summaries of incomes and costs, with the tithes extract in most cases at the end of each
book. The verifications start in 1684 (apart from the years before 1665).

When the Life estate’s county accounts have been badly damaged or are missing, so they have
not been usable as sources, it has not been possible to gain complete information for Gripsholm and
Eskilstuna counties with the help of S6dermanland’s county accounts office’s accounts, since in
contrast to the Life estate’s areas in Vastmanland, they are not included in the permanent county
accounts office’s accounts in these two counties.
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Years and regions in Sodermanland for which information is missing

(LR = Lénsriakenskaperna [County accounts]; LivG = Livgedingets arkiv [Life estate’s archives])

Year | Region/Parish Cause

1665 | Gripsholm & Eskilstuna Missing
counties

1666 | Gripsholm & Eskilstuna Missing
counties

1667- | Parishes in Gripsholm Bequeathed. See following table

1675 | county bequeathed to the
crown

1680 | Jader, Kjula, Vallby, Fors, | Extract missing for Eskilstuna county. Tithes lists start first
Kloster, Barva, Sundby, with Stenkvista parish. Pages missing in verifications. LR.
Hammarby LivG.

1682 | Gripsholm county LR, LivG. Verification starts first on p. 69 with “Bequeathed
estate” (in Gripsholm county)... This indicates that the tithes
extract and lists are missing, since they usually come first of
all.

1683 | Gripsholms & Eskilstuna | Black-marked

counties

1684 | Gripsholms & Eskilstuna | Missing
counties

1685 | Akers, Gasinge, Frustuna, | Missing in LR, LivG. No extract. The reduction book starts
Kattnis, Bjornlunda, Gryt, | on p. 8 with Lanna parish. Acreage always comes first.

Ovre & Yttre Enhdrna

1691 | Eskilstuna county Missing

1699 | Kjula, Vallby, Fors LR, LivG: Volume in very bad condition. Extract missing and
all tithes lists stuck together, for e.g. Fors parish illegible.
Kjula’s and Vallby’s tithes lists not found.

1702 | Gripsholm & Eskilstuna LR, LivG: Black-marked volume.

counties

1703 | Gripsholm county LR, LivG. Badle fire-damaged volumes. Could find neither
extract nor lists for Gripsholm county.

1708- | Gésinge, Frustuna, Have fixed tithes. From extract and in these there is nothing to

1709 | Kattnis, Gryt, Bjornlunda | indicate that tithes are fixed. Sinces the sums for these are
however exact, I assume that they have some form of
agreement.

1709 | Aker, Linna, Hérad, Extract missing. The extant tithes lists only refer to the
Vanso, Fogdo, Helgaro, parishes kept by the crown. Some parishes under Réfsnis
Dillnis, Stringnis county have information (see next table).

1715 | Gripsholms county, In the extract for the parishes kept by the crown, it is stated
granted parishes that no tithes lists from the bequeathed parishes have been

received. For Aker, Linna and Hirad parishes, ”Capellanens”
tertial lists have been possible to use, however not the list for
Dillnds which is not added up.

1717 | Réifsnés county No information has been found, the material is partially
damaged by mould and difficult to work on.

1719 Missing

1721 | Gripsholm county Only book with summary of incomes and costs,

RA.

1725 Missing

1730 | Sédermanland county The entire county now has fixed tithes, except the towns.
Their tithes information has been left out.
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In Gripsholm county, the following parishes’ tithes in their entirety were bequeathed until and
including 1675. It has not been possible within the framework of this project to search for and

investigate possible preserved archives of recipients.

Tithes bequeathed to the crown up until and including 1675 in Gripsholm county

Parish Recipient

Aker Stringnis hospital
Léanna Strangnés hospital
Hérad Strangnis hospital
Ytterselod Strangnés hospital
Vanso The bishop

Fogdo The bishop
Helgard The bishop
Kérnbo with Mariefred town State schools
Taxinge State schools
Dillnis State schools
Toresund State schools
Overseld The provost

Aspd The provost
Strédngnés Teachers

The S6rmland Crown tithes accounts we have been able to use thus display many gaps which is why
bailiwick information from the accounts of the county’s duties to the Stockholm Orphanage in the
Stockholm city archives have had to fill in the gaps. Normally, these details included a 40th part of
the unreduced Crown tithes, but in the tithes extract for Gripsholm and Eskilstuna it emerges that at
least until and including 1695, the duties were estimated after “the customary reductions” (see the
introductory chapter in this report), which in reality was against the statutes’ wording. The estimation
of the total bailiwick tithes has therefore been made with the help of the following formula:
40*(((customary reductions — the stated Orphanage barrel)/40)+ the stated Orphanage barrel )

For Eskilstuna bailiwick, this formula gave (the customary reductions then collected from the 1695
extract) for:

1683 40*(((316.75-13.1575)/40) + 13.1575) = 829.875
1684 40*(((316.75- 6.22)/40) + 6.22) = 559.33

For Gripsholm bailiwick it gave:

1683 40*(((402.5-14.76)/40) + 14.76) = 978.14
1684 40*(((402.5- 10.375)/40) + 10.375) = 807.125

Judging from different extracts, the two bailiwicks began to count 40th parts in the normal way some
time between 1695 and 1698.

Tithes system
With the exception of the year 1680, tithes information from the former Nykoping county, southern
Sodermanland, have been collected from extracts in the books with a summary of incomes and costs,
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mainly from the county government’s county accounts office archives in the Uppsala regional
National archives since S6dermanland’s county accounts in the central State Archives are severely
damaged. In the latter’s verifications for 1680, the tithes lists show what each tithes payer gave in
grain, but no information about the counting of stooks and/or/ test threshing. The accounts and
extracts “run according to the clergy’s signed and sealed lists” which does not say very much since
the phrase sometimes also exists in the lists of fixed tithes.

I draw the conclusion that tithes in S6dermanland were adjustable until and including 1681.
Mainly the following speaks for this: upon comparison of the quota standard deviation/ average
value for tithes during the period 1665-1681, this is shown to be 0.273 for the 49 parishes included in
Nykoping county. This must be compared with the same quota for 61 parishes in Vistmanland
county which is 0.268. i.e. the relative yearly variations in Vastmanland county, that we know had
adjustable tithes with stook counting and test threshing, were somewhat less than for Nykdping
county. This implies strongly that even Nykoping county had adjustable tithes according to harvest.
As is shown in the section on Vistmanland further on, it is possible that even fixed tithes may
display variations between years, although it seems unlikely that S6dermanland had fixed tithes
before 1682.

For the Life estate parts of S6dermanland, it emerges from the extract from Gripsholm county
that tithes were adjustable in 1729, since the headings in the extract are “The whole yearly growth
according to the sheaves”, “test” (i.e. they had test threshing of the grain stooks) and “10™ part of the
yearly growth after the tertial has been withdrawn”. In 1730 this was changed and the heading stated
in short “After taxation”, and the only thing to be shown was a combined grain sum.

For S6dermanland, the crown’s tithes amounted to 2/3, since the headings in the extract are “tithes
for whole yearly growth after Tertial has been withdrawn”.

Fixed tithes settings
Former Nykoping county, i.e. Villattinge, Oppunda, Jondker, Roné and Holebo districts were all
given fixed tithes — and all parishes at the same time — as early as 1682. This emerges from the book
with the summary of incomes and costs for 1682 that notes that “Main collection made according to
the peasantry’s concession at the permanent court in (1)682, to give a certain quantity ...” and also
from the same book for 1683 in which it is written that “The main collection runs according to the
tithes lists’contents that have been set up at the court for year 1682 that the peasantry have out of
certain tithes etc. etc. ...” The grain volumes are thereafter constant from year to year, except when a
general revision occurred (as in e.g. 1698). In contrast to for example Véstmanland and Kopparberg
counties, I have been unable to find any notices in Sédermanland about with which method fixed
tithes were decided. My analysis shows moreover that of the 48 parishes'”’, the majority, that is 29
parishes were given significantly higher fixed tithes than the amount they had previously paid in
average value in tithes for the period 1665-1681. No parish was given significantly lower fixed tithes
than its average tithes.

In the rest of S6dermanland, fixed tithes were set in 1730, which emerges from the notes
“After taxation” in the extract for that year.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

With the exception of 1680, tithes volumes from Sodermanland are taken from the extract. I assume that these
are expressed in levelled-off measures of 32 kappes per barrel. The addition of the parishes within the
bailiwicks totals 32 kappes, which indicates accounting in levelled-off barrels.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

170 Tuna parish was divided into Tuna and Bergslaget Tuna in 1679, only 4 years before fixed tithes were introduced.

92



Standard barrels of 8 Swedish firkins or 32 kappes are used throughout. I have not noticed any
deviations from this.

Harvest estimates

On account of the source materials’ deficiencies, harvest estimates for Sodermanland have been
made according to index among other things. In this project we have striven to estimate index for the
parishes’ tithes using the base year 1665 = 100. The database’s index on the parish level must
however in this area take 1676 as its year of departure, the first year for which we have parish-wise
information for practically the whole area. Via the Orphanage information, it has however been
possible to stretch index backwards on the bailiwick level for half of the bailiwicks to 1665 and for
the other half to 1666. The index consists thus of index averages for the bailiwicks’ parishes or, in
cases where such information is lacking, of index for bailiwicks. For smaller areas, parish averages
may naturally be affected by extreme values in small parishes, but for higher aggregation levels such
as bailiwicks, deviating parish values acquire much less significance. It would probably have been
better to use median values, but for practical reasons to do with assessment average values have
nevertheless been used for harvest estimates via the formula:

Index specific year/100%*tithes 1676*15*Palm’s compensation factor for non-paying farms*1,1

The formula’s factor 15 gives the theoretical harvest from the crown’s tithes when the crown, as in
Sédermanland, took 2/3 of the entire tithes. The estimated harvest must also be complemented by
estimates for those farms that were exempt from tithes, mainly vicarages and manor estates. For the
sake of simplicity, the quotas have been used between tithes and estimated harvest that Lennart Palm
has made based on mantals of land for the county in 169?.'7! Finally, a 10 percent supplement has
been made for roundings-off downwards etc., as has been described in the report’s introductory
chapter. In the following diagram, the estimated total harvest development is shown for
Sédermanland on the bailiwick level. For parts of the county, it emerges from the curves that fixed
tithes were introduced in 1682, and for the rest in 1730.

17 See chapter on the Milar valley counties in Palm 2012.
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Estimated harvests in Sodermanland bailiwicks in 1665-1729 (barrels of reduced grain)
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In the following diagram, the average indexes for the county as a whole are shown, based on the
parish or bailiwick information with adjustable tithes at different times. Here the previously
mentioned index has been recalculated with the base year 1665 = 100.
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Tithes development in S6dermanland in 1665-1729 (reduced grain; Index 1665 = 100)
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In the diagram, the number of pieces of information on adjustable tithes on which the curve is based
at different points in time is shown. The number of observations diminishes drastically after 1681
and sinks thereafter to less than half (especially few observations certain years are because the source
material for these years is made up of bailiwick-wise information from the Orphanage). It should be
observed that the curve in its various parts is based upon information from varying geographical
areas. The diagram’s realism is therefore dependent on how representative the adjustable areas at
various times have been for the whole, which is something I do not take up here.

The county index with the base 1665 has been entered as a separate document in the database.

Other

There is a verification for 1706 among the Life estate’s county accounts thst contains tithes lists for
Gripsholm county. The accounts of the givers are very detailed and even outlying lands and
properties are accounted for, but most often without any information on the number of stooks etc,
only that they belong to a certain peasant farmer. These outlying lands are not included in the
number of givers, or for givers who do not give anything. This means that we will not be able to
capture a possible expansion of agriculture — apart from if the tithes/givers (perhaps) increase over
time.
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Harvests in Sodermanland 1665-1729 (reduced grain; index 1665=100)

Number of
Year Index observations
1665 100 49
1666 100 49
1667 79 78
1668 92 78
1669 86 78
1670 79 78
1671 86 78
1672 58 78
1673 47 84
1674 42 85
1675 72 84
1676 79 88
1677 57 88
1678 52 88
1679 69 89
1680 91 82
1681 78 90
1682 72 20
1683 85 2
1684 65 2
1685 84 32
1686 81 38
1687 55 38
1688 60 38
1689 72 38
1690 80 40
1691 102 19
1692 101 37
1693 56 37
1694 82 39
1695 64 39
1696 61 37
1697 37 39
1698 51 39
1699 68 37
1700 59 39
1701 56 39
1702 35 1
1703 42 21
1704 79 39
1705 60 39
1706 43 40
1707 54 39
1708 58 40
1709 34 28
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1710 63 37
1711 70 40
1712 48 39
1713 71 39
1714 53 39
1715 75 34
1716 67 39
1717 59 31
1718 61 39
1719 32 3
1720 64 39
1721 70 27
1722 64 40
1723 33 40
1724 47 39
1725 57 14
1726 32 40
1727 67 40
1728 67 40
1729 77 40
1730 79 1




Variables in the database ”Sodermanland”

The document *Grunddata”

Ar

Year

Landskap = Province

Lén 1913 = County 1913

Hérad = District

Fogderi A = fogderiindelning enligt kidllmaterialet = Bailiwick A = bailiwick division according to
source materials

Fogderi B = fogderiindelningen modiefierad genom sammanslagning av Gripsholms och Réfsnés 14n =
Bailiwick B = bailiwick division modified by merging of Gripsholm and Réafsnés counties

Socken = Parish

Vetetionde i decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Régtionde i decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Korntionde i decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Blandsiadstionde i decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels

Havretionde i decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Spannmalstionde (rag + korn) i decitunnor = Grain tithes (rye + barley) in decibarrels

Summa oreducerade tiondetunnor = Sum of unreduced tithes barrels

Summa tionde i decitunnor ren sad = Sum of tithes in decibarrels reduced grain

Beréknade skordar i decitunnor ren séd (fran index) = Estimated harvests in decibarrels reduced grain (from

index)

Index 1676 = 100

Kélla = Sources

Remarks = Anmérkning

The document ”Index 1665 = 100”
Ar= Year
Index

Key to sources

RA = Riksarkivet = central National archives, Stockholm

SSA = Stockholms stadsarkiv = Stockholm city archives

ULA = Uppsala landsarkiv = regional National archives, Uppsala

RA, Lénsrikenskaperna, Hedvig Eleonoras Livgeding

SSA, Allménna barnhuset = huvudbdcker respektive ar

SSA, Allménna barnhuset * 40 = Orphanage tithes sums multplied by 40 to match the
Crown’s part of total tithes

ULA, S6dermanlands 1dn, landskontoret = landsbocker eller verifikationer
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Uppsala and Stockholm counties

Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions

Uppland province in 1665-1714 was divided into two bigger regional administrative units, Uppsala
county and Svartsj0 castle county. From and including 1715, a reorganisation was undertaken that
resulted in three higher administrations — a younger Uppsala county, Stockholm county and Svartsjo
county. The latter survived only up until and including 1718 when it was merged with Stockholm
county. From this time up until 1785 there were thus only two counties in the region — Uppsala and
Stockholm counties (Svartsjé became an independent county once agan in 1786). The city of
Stockholm itself was not included in any county, but county assignments there were the
responsibility of the so-called Overstathallareimbetet. This picture is somewhat simplified and on
the next lowest level, the bailiwicks’, several reorganisations took place during our period of
investigation (see below).

Sodertorn was from 1720 included in the then new Stockholm county. The region, consisting
of Svartldsa, Sotholm and Oknebo districts, is usually counted as part of the province of
Sédermanland, but which county it belonged to varied — in 1654-1688 it belonged to Uppsala county,
and in 1689-1719 to Sédermanland county. Tithes from Sodertérn are accounted for in the project’s
database for Uppsala and Stockholm counties.

The bailiwick Svartsjé lin, corresponding to almost the whole of Féirentuna district, belonged
before 1666 to Uppsala county but was in 1666-1718 added to the so-called Hedvig Eleonora life
estate, a kind of pension base for Karl X Gustav’s widow. From and including 1719, the county was
merged as has been mentioned with Stockholm county.

In 1665, our area under investigation was divided into the following bailiwicks:
° Hagunda, Ulleraker, Bélinge, Vaksala and Rasbo

Habo, Arlinghundra and Bro district (Sw. “hirad”)

Lyhundra and Frotuna and Bro coastal district (Sw. “skeppslag”)
Norunda

Oland, Froséker and Nardinghundra as well as Lovsta och Dannemora jurisdictional district
(Sw. “tingslag”)

Sjuhundra

Sotholm district and Varmdo parish

Svartlosa, Oknebo and Sollentuna districts with Danderyd coastal district
Svartsjo castle county

Vallentuna, Lang- and Seminghundra districts with Aker coastal district
Asunda, Trogd and Lagunda

Orbyhus county

Around 1690, several changes occurred in bailiwick division and in 1690 this is how it looked:
Bilinge, Vaksala and Rasbo

Froséaker, Nardinghundra, Sjuhundra and Héaverd parish

Habo, Arlinghundra and Bro district (Sw. “hdrad”)

Lagunda, Hagunda, Ulleraker

Lyhundra district and Frétuna and Bro coastal district (Sw. “skeppslag”)

Oland and Dannemora and part of Lovsta

Sollentuna, Danderyd and Varmdo
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Sotholm, Svartlésa and Oknebo (sometimes also called Sodertdrn bailiwick)
Svartsjo castle county

Vallentuna, Lang- and Seminghundra districts and Aker coastal district
Asunda and Trégd

Orbyhus and Norunda

In 1720, the six bailiwicks named first above remained, but in the others, further changes had
occurred. After that, the division seems to have remained unchanged throughout the century:

Stockholm county:

Froséker and Nérdinghundra

Férentuna (Svartsjo castle county) bailiwick
Lyhundra, Sjuhundra, Bro-Vito, Vaddo-Havero
Langhundra, Seminghundra and Arlinghundra
Sollentuna, Vallentuna, Danderyd

Sotholm

Svartldsa and Oknebo

Aker, Frotuna, Lanna and Varmdo

Uppsala county:

° First bailiwick: Habo and Bro districts as well as of Trogd’s district Hacksta, Lot, Veckholm,
Torsvi and Kungshusby parishes

o Second bailiwick: Asunda and the rest of Trogd’s district (Hérkeberga, Litslena, Husbysjutolft,
Villberga, Lillkyrka, Bogldsa, Vallby and Bondarné parishes)

o Third bailiwick: Lagunda, Hagunda and Ulleréaker districts

o Fourth bailiwick: Bélinge, Rasbo and Vaksala

e  Fifth bailiwick: Orbyhus and Norunda

o Sixth bailiwick: Oland with Dannemora and (Oster-)L&vsta parishes

The cities constituted their own independent bailiwicks, which however is of no significance here,
since their tithes in those cases were harvest-dependent, have not been excerpted systematically.

The aforegoing means among other things that the individual bailiwick sums occurring in part
of the database, the part that is mainly based on the so-called Orphanage commission (see below),
cannot be used outright for comparisons over time. On the other hand, they can be used directly for
county and province comparisons and for comparisons over time for Svartsjo castle county, as well
as, if some bailiwick sums are added together in a suitable way, for bailiwick groups.

Parishes

On the parish level, there are many administrative irregularities within the area of investigation. The
church parish was not always the same as the civil parish according to the crown cadastres. Thus,
Jumkil church parish was divided between two bailiwicks and Hokhuvud church parish with its
Sandby atting before 1889 in the cadastre was divided between “Oland district”, “Roden” and
“Frosaker district”. The old concept Roden included Uppland coastal areas. It happened that some
single farms in one church parish paid their tithes to a cadastre civil parish. Sankt Olof and Sankt Per
parishes belong to different districts from and including 1715 (H&bo and Arlinghundra respectively).
There has not been any possibility in the project to go into this more closely or possible changes in
this context; if nothing else is stated in the database’s remarks column notes, then the tithes lists’
parish divisions are meant.
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Parish names have sometimes changed over time: Helga Trefaldighet during our period of
investigation is called Bondkyrka, Arng is called Bondarnd or Arndberg (e.g. in 1700), Kungsdngen
is called Nis. Visterdker was only called Aker and there are several Nis without further definition in
the material (they have however been identifiable). Varfrukyrka is today part of Enkoping town.
“Ostertilje” has been understood as Sodertilje’s country annex parish (Sw. landsférsamling) and is
accounted for under the name Ostertilje.!”?

Source materials

Crown accounts

Severe damage has occurred in the National Archives county accounts from the area investigated —
up to now only the years 1667, 1672, 1689 and 1696 in the older Uppsala county for the 1600s have
wholly or partly been accessible for research.!” For both the old and new Uppsala counties the
county accounts office’s copies of the accounts are kept in the Uppsala regional National Archives
(ULA) (the accounts are in three copies, one for the district scribe’s archive, one for each county
government and one for the Kammarkollegiet — the last is today included in the central National
Archives’ accounts). In the Uppsala regional National Archives there are a number of tithes extracts
that fill the gaps in the central National Archives’ tithes material, partly among the county accounts
office’s ledgers and verifications, partly in a separate series in the same office’s archives.!”* In the
documents on tithes there are sometimes compilations of tithes information from previous “harvest-
dependent tithes” periods, among others for a number of parishes in 1721-1729.7°

After Stockholm county had been formed, gaps were found in the tithes material also for this
county in the central National Archives. County accounts available there are few — the summaries
and/or verifications exist for the years 1722-1723, 1737-1738, 1740, 1744-1748, 1751-1753, 1757,
1758-1759, 1761 and 1777. The Stockholm county accounts office’s tithes extract in the Stockholm
city archives (SSA) can however in this case fill many of the gaps. As for Uppsala county, the county
accounts office put the tithes information into a special series: in it are tithes lists, tithes budgets and
extracts for a number of years from 1715 to at least 1780 as with certain years for Sodertdrn. !’

For Svartsj6 and the 1600s, there are accounts in several different archives in the National
Archives. The accounts for Svartsjo’s Lovo with Drottningholm are included for 1661-1665 among
the Uppsala county accounts. Separate accounts for Svartsjé county (1663) and 1671-1690 can be
found among the regular county accounts for the Life estate in the National Archives, and also for
certain years in Hedvig Eleonora’s Life estate’s own archives.!”’

172 Information according to the source material’s parish division is noted in the database’s column “Socken A”. The
source material sometimes shows two parishes’ tithes in one lump sum. This does not happen consistently but may for
some parishes be valid for certain periods, while the other periods are shown in the database’s column “Socken B” that
may ease part of the summation.

173 For accounts for Sotholm and Virmdé coastal regions (1662)-1677 see Jon Pedersson Lilles arkiv in the central
Nation archives, (forteckning 541). These have not been investigated here.

174 The following tithes extracts have been found in the archives of Lénsstyrelsen i Uppsala léns landskontor, ULA, in the
following volumes in series Glle: 1: 1676 — 1692, Handlingar rérande présterskapets forstrackta kronotionde till flottans
utrustning; 2. 1680-1719, Kyrkotiondeforslag; 3. 1698 — 1729. Tionde- och hammarskatten i Uppland; 4-11. Kyrko- och
tiondelédngder och forslag 1713-1837. The county accounts office’s volume Ela:12 1668-1670 only contains residual
accounts etc. 1667- 1670, nothing about tithes.

175 From Sédermanlands lidnsstyrelse, landskontoret, the series Glle:5-6, 8, ULA, give the following: From 1693 only
extracts over kept tithes exist for “infantry” parishes in Oland, Froséker, Lyhundra, Frosdker, Varmdo, Frétuna och Bro
skeppslag, Lagunda, Hagunda and Ulleréker. For the project database’s tithes, an estimation has been made by first a
supplement of the parishes’ fixed “customary reductions” (in this case without Orphanage charges), thereafter a further
supplement for the Orphanage charge via multiplication of the sums received by (40/39).

176 Stockholms lins landskontor, G3 E 1-5, SSA.

177 Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding, Guvernementskontoret, central National Archives (RA).
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As for most years and areas in the project, tithes extracts have mainly been used here in parish-
wise compilations. They have as a rule had a normal structure, but some peculiarities have been
observed. For some years in the 1600s, in some parishes with special tithes receivers, only the
customary reductions (see introduction) have been given for the parishes. Most often however there
are special notes either in the margins or in an explanatory paragraph at the end of each bailiwick’s
extract, about what these parishes have given in revenue. The aim has clearly been to make possible
comparisons between the actual results and what the allocation to these receivers was originally
considered to correspond to. Sometimes tithes have not sufficed even for the “customary

reductions”. !’

Other parish-wise accounts

The extensive gaps in the accounts of the area investigated mean that tithes information must be
sought elsewhere, with the receivers such as regiments, hospitals, schools and for this area in
question, the big Stockholm Orphanage (see below) etc. One problem with these accounts is that the
receivers’ archives are spread out and have often been lost. Another is that the receivers were only
allowed to keep the tithes that exceeded the so-called “customary reductions”. Astrid Hegardt has for
example mapped Uppsala Academy’s allocated tithes with the aid of the academy’s preserved
accounts.'” Some of her information has been used to make up the database.

Bailiwick information in the Stockholm Orphanage accounts

The Orphanage accounts in the Stockholm city archives are in very good condition. “The Orphanage
barrel” seems, at first, to be an excellent source at the bailiwick level at least to be able to fill the
serious gaps in the parish material for the 1600s for this area of investigation. Multiplication by 40
should give the crown’s unreduced tithes, according to the regulations, i.e. the whole Crown tithes
according to the tithes lists without any reductions. A closer study indicates however certain
problems, particularly for the investigation period’s early years. Here and there it happened namely
that bailiffs estimated the Orphanage’s 40 part initially on the crown’s reduced tithes i.e. what was
left after the so-called “customary reductions”. It may be suitable already at this point to show how a
homogenous tithes series, despite these problems, had been constructed at the bailiwick level.

In order to decide when the transitions to the regulations’ gross principle — 1/40 of the
unreduced tithes — took place, comparisons have been made between the total tithes and the
Orphanage charge as paid for the years where both sources have been available.

It was first in 1675 that most bailiwicks seem to have started to apply the method of calculation
ordered in the regulations. Sotholm district with Varmdo parish deviated from the regulations’ ruling
up until 1681 when its bailiwick division was changed, and the same thing for Svartldsa, Oknebo and
Sollentuna with Danderyd coastal district bailiwick. Sollentuna with Danderyd and Varmdo coastal
district’s bailiwick, formed in 1681, even when Aker coastal region had been added in 1693,
continued to count in this way at least until 1714, when our investigation of Orphanage accounts has
mainly been terminated. Svartsjo castle county bailiwick started to follow the rules as late as in 1697
after reminders from the Kammarkollegiet. '8

Cut-off years for the transistions between these methods of calculation have thus been able to
be established, thereby making it possible to select calculation method for years when only
Orphanage information has been available. In cases in which the charge has stood at a 40" part of the
unreduced Crown tithes, the Orphanage charge multiplied by 40 has provided the total Crown tithes.

178 Several examples of this are found in the material from Uppsala county, among other years 1693 and 1697.
179 Hegardt 1975.
180 Concerning Svartsj according to the Kammarkollegium’s letter

18/12 1696 in the Stockholms barnhus, huvudbok 1697, p. 730, SSA.
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Where the charge has been calculated on the Crown tithes after the customary reductions (see the
report’s introductory chapter and examples in the chapter on S6dermanland) the Crown tithes have
been estimated with the aid of the following formula:

40*(((customary reductions — the stated Orphanage barrel)/40)+ the stated Orphanage barrel)

Customary reductions then estimated from years near the Orphanage information in question. Further
irregularities which give underestimations of the tithes from Orphanage information have been
observed: for shorter or longer periods, certain parishes in the area did not hand in any charge at all
to the Orphanage. Thus was Lyhundra district exempt from the Orphanage charge in 1668-1670 as a
shire (Lennart Torstensson’s Ortala), periodically also parishes that were dominated by a manor and
its copyholders, among them Sankt Per, Sankt Olof and Skokloster. In 1683 however they were
included in the extracts and also partly in 1682. Certain years, information is missing for Lyhundra,
Sjuhundra, Hagunda and Vallentuna bailiwicks.

For Svartsjo castle county, Orphanage figures have not been found, or have been incomplete
for the years 1666-1672 (- 1682 for Lovd). Explanations can be found in preserved crown accounts
and are several. To start with, there were several temporary loans of the county’s parishes’ tithes to
various persons, e.g. “wife Anna von der Linde free for her lifetime (Muns6 and Ské) or the
clergyman in “St. Clara”, Klara congregation in Stockholm. One further explanation is connected
with Lovd parish with Drottningholm. Drottningholm castle county belonged from 1661 to Hedvig
Eleonora’s life estate and its tithes were accounted for in 1665 in the source materials for Uppsala
county.

In the project’s database, Orphanage information has only been included when alternative
information is lacking. Consideration has then been taken to the varying methods of calculation
concerning the charge according to the above.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
Generally speaking, tithes in the area were estimated in “fat” (f') or kappes (C") both having the same
volume.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

Comparisons between tithes extracts, tithes lists and Orphanage accounts show that in the latter
two’s tithes figures in barrels with excess measure correspond in number to the tithes lists’ levelled-
off barrels. The databases’ stated tithes sums are intended to correspond with levelled-off barrels. '8!
Changes in methods of measurement in the 1730s have not left any mark that changes the project’s
harvest estimates etc.'%?

Tithes system

In order to estimate the tithes’ value as a harvest indicator, it is particularly important to ascertain the
method of calculation that to a certain degree could vary locally. As far as it is possible to assess, in
this area under investigation the clergy kept one third of the tithes and the crown the rest.

One important control instrument for tithe recipients was test threshing. The valid 1638 tithes
instruction from the beginning of our period ordered this. Did it occur in this area under
investigation? How comprehensive was it in those cases? In an account from 1638, the country’s
peasant farmers’ representative in Parliament stated that in Uppland at that time, they only counted
the number of stooks (“skyl”), and the yield per stook according to a fixed model: a stook (“skyl”) of

181 Tn 1685-1689 in exeptional cases, Norunda and Orbyhus bailiwick account in their extracts for tithes in levelled-off
and excess measures separately.

182 Some uncertainty about the new rules is mirrored in the Orphanage accounts for 1736 where for Uppsala county after
the sum of Orphanage charges is written: ... grain, if no part of it will be revoked due to the new measuring vessels ...”.
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grain was half a spann in both “good and bad years”. This must have meant a certain evening-out of
tithes over the years).'®* Test threshing thus did not occur at that time.

Transitions to regular test threshing in Uppland may eventually have occurred at different
points in time in different parts of the province. As in other areas, the 1688 bailiwick instruction
seems to have involved a sharper attitude. After this time many examples of test threshing occurred.
For 1689 there exists a parish-wise list for yield per stook (“skyl”) for rye, barley, wheat and oats for
Bilinge, Rasbo and Vaksala districts (often 5 or 6 Swedish firkins per stook).!8* In 1690, it is noted
in the lists for Lyhundra, Frotuna and Bro coastal district that test threshing had been carried out
“only according to the simple test that they had found at the peasant’s farm since it had been threshed
...”. This indicates that test threshing was implemented but that the test had been carried out in the
peasants’ homes, not in a tithes barn as ordered in different regulations, at least not in this bailiwick.
In 1697 there was a more extensive test threshing in Nardinghundra district (e.g. for Almunge parish
stook-counting (“skylrdkning”) according to “sheaves and the peasants’ united statement” as well as
after test threshing counting 2, 3, 3 Swedish firkins respectively for rye, barley and oats from each
stook, a single threshing figure for each parish). In Svartsj6 county, by all accounts, test threshing
was implemented at least until the mid-1700s. Separate test threshing lists have been observed in
among others the tithes accounts for 1702 (Lyhundra), as well as elsewhere in 1731, 1753, and 1754.

That a fixed standard norm for yield per stook (“skyl”) continued in use, or had been
reintroduced, is apparent from certain information. In 1671, some parishes in western Uppland and
allocated to Uppsala academy were allowed to hand in 3 Swedish firkins per barley stook and 2.5
Swedish firkins per rye stook (“rok”) “since they could not expect more anyway”.' For the parishes
allocated to the infantry, it is said in 1690 that at threshing 3 Swedish firkins per stook should be
counted “according to the old contract, good and bad years”.!®¢ When in 1761 the same yield figures
were stated for all the parishes in Farentuna district, it shows that this way of counting might occur
far on in time — here 2 Swedish firkins for wheat and rye, 2 Swedish firkins 2 kappes for barley and
oats. If the same stook standard for yield had been allowed to dominate for several years this means
naturally that a fixed element had been introduced in tithes estimates and that some part may have
been withheld.- Here a researcher can only comfort her- or himself with the fact that the crown and
other tithes recipients would scarcely have accepted any dramatic embezzlement.

How common standardisations of stook yields actually was in the area has only been possible
to find out through spot checks because of the great lack of available tithes lists. At least from about
1690 test threshing seems however to have been the most common.

A further control method used for a long time by the crown was to demand accounts of what the
parson’s portion of the tithes had amounted to. The Crown tithes ought then to amount to twice that,
since the parson kept a third of the total tithes. He took home to the vicarage his every third stook
etc. directly after drying in the field and certainly did not abstain from his right in this respect. In
Lyhundra, Frotuna and Bro districts in 1690 and for among others Habo district in 1699, examples of
this can be found in appended compilations of the “clergy tertial” in the crown accounts. '%’

Another control method was auditing. A comprehensive audit was carried out for example in
Asunda and Trogd districts concerning both tests and tithes per crop in which comparisons were
made between the results in 1717 and 1718. For Hagunda, Lagunda and Ullersaker, test threshing
figures were introduced in the tithes extract itself '®8

In the area under investigation, the tithes’ distribution over crops has varied: wheat, rye, barley
and oats are taken up, but not beans or peas. Sometimes rye and barley are mixed under the heading

183 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 56. One should note that the spann s volume might have been changed after 1664.
134 This has been used to estimate tithes for 1689 in this area for which I have assumed 12 “band” per stook.
185 Hegardt 1975 p.29.

186 Uppsala léns landskontor, Glle:1, ULA.

187 If only here as verification of “tithes money” that accompanied the clergy tithes at that time.

188 Uppsala léns landskontor, Glle:2, ULA.
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“grain”. Tithes in only “grain” have been interpreted in the database as reduced grain. In 1729,
Froslunda and Néardingundra handed in half of their tithes in rye and half in barley. This is a division
according to a model that is often linked to fixed tithes, which is why one may suspect that the
harvest-dependent tithes here do not mirror the true crop distribution.

Fixed tithes settings

Fixed tithes settings occurred during various periods for different areas. Stockholm county had some
early procedures: Aker, Frotuna and Virmdd coastal regions had fixed tithes at least after 1715.1%°
The next great wave of tithes settings drew over the county in 1726-1731. In 1726, tithes were set for
the whole county according to the barley figures 3 or 4 depending on the soil’s quality in the
parishes. ! In 1744, the setting list refers to 1731 for Danderyd, Sollentuna and Vaksala.'"!
Farentuna district’s Sdnga and Ekerd parishes got fixed tithes in June 1760, and the rest of the district
by all signs in 1764.1%?

In Uppsala county, comprehensive tithes settings took place during the 1720s: in 1729 for
Habo, Bro, Trogd and Asunda districts’ parishes in the First bailiwick, the method used was to set a
certain sum based on seed for sowing, the yield figure 3, and the parishes’ average tithes in 1721-
1729. In 1729, another method was used for Asunda’s eight parishes in Trogd (Second bailiwick);
Lagunda, Hagunda and Ulleraker (Third bailiwick); Bélinge, Vaksala and Rasbo (Fourth bailiwick);
and Orbyhus and Norunda (Fifth bailiwick). The method here was according to seed for sowing, a
standardized yield figure 3 and the average tithes per mantal for six farms per parish in 1710-1724.
Mantal here a tax assessment unit based on a farm’s resources. '

The source materials show that all tithes settings were not immediately implemented.
Negotiations between on the one hand the crown and other recipients, and on the other the peasant
farmers, could take time before an “agreement” was made. Also, after a period of fixed tithes in a
few cases there was a return to harvest-dependent tithes. One such case, observed by chance, is Haga
parish that in 1739 got fixed tithes but in 1764-1766 returned to adjustable tithes, after which it
returned to fixed tithes once more. An odd situation is demonstrated by Holm parish that continued
with harvest-dependent tithes up until 1782 despite the fact that the rest of Stockholm and Uppsala
counties had had fixed tithes for decades.

In order to clarify when fixed tithes were actually introduced, I have looked at the tithes
accounts in which in the extract it is either clearly stated whether or not tithes were fixed or else the
situation is clear from the fact that tithes from and including a certain year remain unchanged.'** The
years of introduction I found appear in the tableau below:

189 A compilation of the bailiwicks’ tithes in 1715-1728 in Stockholms lins ldnsstyrelse, Landskontoret, serie G 3 E,
SSA.

190 Handlingar rérande tionden, ULA. From Langhundra, Seminghundra and Arlinghundra, tithes setting lists for 1726
also occur among Stockholm county’s landsboksverifikationer for 1727 in SSA.

191 Stockholms lins landskontor, E3G for 1744, SSA.

192 See tithes extract for this year.

193 Uppsala lins landskontor, Glle:5, ULA. Further tithes setting material exists from 1730-1739 ibidem Glle:8.

194 In the Sandbergska samlingen at the central National Archives, Sandberg states years for fixed tithes introduction in
different districts, years that do not always agree with those I have found (LL 641, LL 660, LL 666. In the
Kammarkollegiet’s compilation of fixed tithes in Stockholm county (p. 187), there is a reference for Sotholm to an
agreement from 1730 (Kammarkollegiet, 1:a provinskontoret, volym 83:3, central National Archives. For Oknebo and
Svartlosa there is a reference in 1737 to tithes setting but without giving the year (ibidem p. 213).
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Fixed tithes according to various information

Cou | District, coastal region Setting lists Year of introduction
nty found

UP | Bro 1747

UP | Bilinge 1747

UP | Dannemora 1738 partly
UP | Hagunda 1738 partly
UP | Habo 1730 1730 partly
UP | Lagunda 1725 1738 partly
UP | Lyhundra 1728 1730

UP | Lovsta 1737

UP | Norunda 1739

UP | Olands 1736

UP | Rasbo 1726 partly
UP | Trogd 1729 1741 partly
UP | Ulleraker 1738 partly
UP | Vaksala 1739 partly
UP | Asunda 1729 1741 partly
UP | Orbyhus 1738 partly
ST | Bro coastal district 1728

ST | Danderyd 1728 1731

ST | Froséker 1730

ST | Frétuna coastal district <1708

ST | Férentuna/Svartsjo 1737, 1760 Sénga and Ekerd 1760, others 1764 or 1765
ST | Langhundra 1730 1732

ST | Nérdinghundra 1737 1730

ST | Seminghundra 1730 1730 partly
ST | Sjuhundra 1728 1732

ST | Sollentuna 1728 1731

ST | Sotholm 1730 1731

ST | Svartlosa 1730 1730, 17317
ST | Vallentuna 1728 1731

ST | Véddo coastal district 1728 1730

ST | Varmdo coastal district 1738 Circa 1716
ST | Aker coastal district 1719

ST | Arlinghundra 1730 1732

ST | Oknebo 1737 1732

Remark: ST = Stockholm county; UP = Uppsala county. Coastal district = Sw. skeppslag.
Sources: Ses previous text with notes, and source references in the database.

Harvest estimates

In order to estimate harvests, Crown tithes must be adjusted upwards and account taken of: 1) how
great the crown’s portion of the tithes was, in these counties 1/15 since here the Crown took 2/3 of
the tithes; 2) adjustment upwards for among other things the roundings-off downwards when
estimating tithes, with the factor 1.1 (see the report’s introductory chapter); and finally 3) adjustment
upwards for exempt farms like manors and vicarages.

The parish-wise tithes series we can produce in this way for Uppsala and Stockholm counties
from the crown accounts unfortunately show many gaps. The method closest to hand for trying to
compensate for these gaps for the individual parishes is with more or less reliable estimates.
Estimating these hundreds of parish gaps has however been an altogether too comprehensive task to
be accommodated within this project. In the project database, harvest estimates at parish level have
however been included where information has been available, Each parish can thereby be followed
for shorter or longer periods.
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Despite all the gaps at the parish level, it has been important to make harvest estimates at
higher aggregate levels like districts, bailiwicks or counties. I have been satisfied here with estimates
at the county level. The estimates had several steps.

Making county estimates directly from Orphanage information as has been done in several
other areas in the project, turned out to be difficult here since two counties are involved. The
Orphanage’s tithes information turned out to be difficult to handle when we wanted to use it for
Stockholm and Uppsala counties. The Orphanage information consists as a rule of sums for whole
bailiwicks and some bailiwicks were divided between the two counties according to district. In the
database, the districts are on the other hand unambiguously linked to one or the other county. It has
therefore been suitable to use districts as the basis for county estimates. When a certain bailiwick’s
districts in their totality belonged to either Stockholm or Uppsala county, its tithes fill many of the
source material’s gaps in a simple way, and the parish gaps often coincide with simultaneous gaps
for whole districts or bailiwicks. When the Orphanage’s bailiwicks lay on both sides of the county
boundary, and were divided between both counties, I have chosen to distribute their tithes roughly
according to the bailiwick’s (sub-)districts (Sw. hirad) or coastal district (Sw. skeppslag). In some
cases | have made estimates according to developments in neighbouring districts.

In the manner described, tithes information is obtained for practically all districts and the
whole period of investigation. In order to deal with the problem of the few sporadically remaining
parish gaps, I chose to produce a yearly average index from the above-mentioned information on
districts or parishes for the harvest estimates with tithes per county. This has been put in the database
column “’Index (1665=100)”. These index averages were then divided by 100 and multiplied by the
index series’ base, i.e. the estimated tithes 1665. The tithes series that resulted were finally adjusted
upwards to the harvest in the usual way. The resulting harvest development is shown in the following
diagram. The curves were terminated when the number of parishes with harvest-dependent tithes had
been too low for giving representative estimates, for Stockholm County 1629, for Uppsala 1738.

When the Orphanage information has been used, consideration has of course been taken to the
different ways in which it has been used (see above).
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Estimated harvests in Uppsala and Stockholm counties for years with harvest-dependent tithes
from and including 1665 (barrels reduced grain)
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Here I show finally the two counties’ tithes development in index form. Please observe the
decreasing number of parishes contributing to the indices from and including the 1730s, which
means successively ever greater uncertainty concerning representativity.

Harvest development in Uppsala and Stockholm counties 1665-1759 (index 1665=100)

160

10

i
_§ 200
=

Number of obserec parishes

100
10
50

AN ...

1665 1667 1669 1671 1673 1675 1677 1679 1651 1683 1685 1687 1689 1691 1693 1695 1697 1699 1701 1703 1705 1707 1709 17111713 1715 1717 17191721 1723 1725 1727 1729 1731 1733 1735 1737 1739 1741 1743 1745 1747 1749 1751 1753 1755 17571
[ Stockholms [dn - * I Uppsala lin - *

107



Varia

The authorities suspected that the tithes counters often cheated. But the counters had strong
defensive arguments. In Asunda district, “tithes audits” (Sw. rannsakningar) were for example
prevented in 1711 by “God better the deplorable epidemic’s prevalence” (the latest outbreak of
plague in Sweden). In the source materials from Svartsjo castle county, bad harvests are stated for
1693 and 1696.

Tithes index for Uppsala county 1665-1759 (Index 1665=100)

N“mbel; 1696 36 88 1729 | 103 87
(1)

Year |Index | parishes 123; 22 ZZ 1;3(1) i (l)i ;Z
1665 | 100 36

1666 | 105 86 1699 | 102 69 1732 | 123 84
1667 | 109 87 1700 82 88 1733 | 126 83
1668 | 116 15 1701 | 93 88 1734 | 119 84
1669 99 15 1702 61 87 1735 | 120 84
1670 | 104 15 1703 73 88 1736 | 113 83
1671 | 105 81 1704 | 129 88 1737 | 138 81
1672 67 84 1705 74 88 1738 | 123 56
1673 81 83 1706 62 88 1739 | 100 50
1674 54 81 1707 66 88 1740 | 113 49
1675 76 77 1708 75 67 1741 | 101 44
1676 99 64 1709 45 70 1742 94 34
1677 o . 1710 72 88 1743 68 32
1678 74 77 1711 92 88 1744 | 107 32
1679 | 105 ” 1712 88 87 1745 | 108 18
1680 99 82 1713 | 119 89 1746 85 2
1681 | 116 84 1714 55 87 1747 95 18
1682 | 102 74 1715 | 107 86 1748 91 11
1683 | 114 62 1716 95 86 1749 96 1
Y Y p 1717 80 86 1750 | 159 10
1685 | 151 15 1718 95 87 1751 | 125 9
1686 | 106 87 1719 50 87 1752 | 125 9
1687 | 146 15 1720 | 109 87 1753 | 108 6
1688 98 17 1721 | 101 87 1754 75 4
1630 Y " 1722 95 86 1755 | 139 3
1690 | 112 31 1723 65 87 1756 | 106 3
1691 | 128 23 1724 74 87 1757 93 3
1692 o7 5 1725 | 102 87 1758 | 134 3
1693 89 23 1726 65 88 1759 | 128 3
1694 102 27 1727 106 87

1605 ol - 1728 94 87
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Tithes index for Stockholm county 1665-1759 (Index 1665=100)

1748 75 8
1749 73 8
1750 118 8
1751 81 8
1752 82 8
1753 113 8
1754

1755 91 8
1756 82 8
1757 109 8
1758 96 8
1759 115 8

Number

of

Year | Index | parishes
1665 100 82
1666 98 75
1667 84 74
1668 110 19
1669 105 19
1670 95 20
1671 82 68
1672 71 68
1673 69 58
1674 62 69
1675 79 69
1676 84 72
1677 66 68
1678 70 69
1679 87 25
1680 84 80
1681 88 57
1682 73 34
1683 86 77
1684 93 49
1685 112 26
1686 77 85
1687 100 26
1688 80 27
1689 101 26
1690 104 34
1691 110 33
1692 87 47
1693 61 75
1694 98 57
1695 59 80
1696 42 87
1697 33 85
1698 65 74
1699 96 75
1700 84 68
1701 85 76
1702 66 73
1703 79 71
1704 105 76

1705 75 67
1706 56 76
1707 52 66
1708 59 75
1709 46 72
1710 80 58
1711 81 70
1712 84 82
1713 98 73
1714 68 83
1715 83 35
1716 69 28
1717 73 53
1718 85 67
1719 50 69
1720 109 60
1721 97 77
1722 88 75
1723 64 77
1724 83 76
1725 94 73
1726 62 65
1727 94 72
1728 94 68
1729 111 72
1730 93 35
1731 100 29
1732 101 21
1733 110 8
1734 107 8
1735 107 8
1736 107 8
1737 104 8
1738 103 8
1739 82 8
1740 87 8
1741 94 8
1742 100 8
1743 72 8
1744 79 8
1745 88 8
1746 68 8
1747 75 8
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Variables in the database ”Uppsala och Stockholms lin” according to administrative
boundaries in 1913

The page ”Grunddata”

Artal = Year

Hérad eller motsvarande = District or equivalent

Socken A = Sockenindelning enligt kdllmaterialet Parish A = parish division according to
source materials

Socken B = Som under ”Socken A” med den skillnaden att socknar vilkas tionde ndgon gang
samredovisats anges under ett gemensamt begrepp (se texten) = Parish B = as under Parish A
with the difference that parishes whose tithes have at any point been accounted for together are
specified under a common concept (see text)

Vetetionde i decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Régtionde i decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Svedjerigtionde i decitunnor = Burnt rye tithes in decibarrels

Korntionde i decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Blandséddtionde i decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels

Havretionde 1 decitunnor = Oats tithes in decibarrels

Arttionde i decitunnor Pea tithes in decibarrels

Bontionde 1 decitunnor = Bean tithes in decibarrels

Tiondet 1 oreducerade decitunno = Tithes as unreduced decibarrels

Tiondet i decitunnor ren stradsdd = Tithes in decibarrels reduced straw grain

Skord per socken i1 decitunnor ren sdd = Harvest per parish in decibarrels reduced grain

Beriknad skord inklusive hiradsuppgifter = Estimated harvest including district information

Kalla = Source

Anmairkning = Remarks

The page ”Index for linen”

Ar= Year

Index (1665=100) Stockholms ldn =Index (1665=100) Stockholm county

Index (1665=100) Uppsala ldn = Index (1665=100) Uppsala county

Berédknad skord Stockholms 1dn = Estimated harvest Stockholm county

Beriknad skord Uppsala lan = Estimated harvest Uppsala county

Antal observationer Stockholms 1an = Number of observations Stockholm county
Antal observationer Uppsala ldn = Number of observations Uppsala county

Key to sources

Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding, Guvernementskontoret, rikenskaper, RA
Lansriakenskaper, Livgedinget, rdkenskaper, RA

Lansridkenskaper, Svartsjo ldn, RA

Lansrékenskaper, Svartsjo lén, verifikationer, RA

Lansriakenskaper, Uppsala ldn, landsbok, RA

Lansrikenskaper, Uppsala ldn, RA

Lansrakenskaper, Uppsala lan, verifikationer, RA

Liansrikenskaper, verifikationer, Stockholms l&n, RA
Lansridkenskaper, Svartsjo ldn, RA
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RA = Riksarkivet

SSA = Stockhiolms stadsarkiv

Stockholms barnhus, huvudbok, SSA

Stockholms 14n, landskontoret, landsbok, SSA
Stockholms lén, landskontoret, rdkenskaper, SSA
Stockholms 14n, landskontoret, serie G3E, SSA
Stockholms ldn, landskontoret, SSA

Stockholms lén, landskontoret, verifikationer, SSA
Sodermanlands l4n, landskontoret, landsbok, ULA
Sodermanlands 14n, landskontoret, ULA

ULA = Uppsala landsarkiv

Uppsala lén, landskontoret, landsbok eller verifikationer, ULA
Uppsala lén, landskontoret, landsbok, ULA
Uppsala lén, landskontoret, serie Glle, ULA
Uppsala lén, landskontoret, serie Glle:1, ULA
Uppsala lén, landskontoret, verifikationer, ULA
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Vasterbotten

Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions
Visterbotten province was also a county in 1642-1660, and in 1661-1664 the province belonged to
the Visternorrland county of that time and then from and including 1665 and onwards it was once
again an independent county. During our period of investigation Visterbotten was in the years 1665-
1668 and 1670-1674 united with Osterbotten (in today’s Finland). In 1751 Kautokeino parish with
Karasjokk was transferred to Norwegian Finnmark. The border at Ume lappmark (a district inhabited
by Sami people) was adjusted at the same time in favour of Sweden. Through the war of 1809,
Torneé town, Over- and Nedertornea parish, Torne lappmark east of the river, and also Kemi
lappmark were lost to Finland. The county was divided in 1810 into the younger Vésterbotten county
and Norrbotten county. In the database, no consideration has been taken to the Vésterbotten border
changes mentioned. The database refers to practically the whole province before 1810. Parishes in
Osterbotten are not included in the databases.

During the period of investigation, the then Vésterbotten county was divided into two
bailiwicks :

Southern bailiwick (Sw. Sodra fogderiet):
e Umed parish. Umed town received its first town privileges in 1588
e Bygdea
e Lovanger
e Nysitra
e Burtriask
o Skellefted
Degerfors parish from 1768/1800
Holmon parish from 1802

Northern bailiwick (Norra fégderiet):
e Pited parish and Pited town (from 1621)
e Luled parish and Luleé town (from 1621)
e Réned
e Overkalix
e Nederkalix
e Nedertorned
e Hietaniemi parish from 1637
e Overtorned
¢ Pajala

In 1728-1810, the earlier bailiwick division was replaced according to the following:

First bailiwick (Sw. Forsta fogderiet, corresponds to the earlier Southern bailiwick):
e Umed parish and town
e Degerfors parish from 1768/1800
e Holmon parish from 1802
¢ Bygded
e Lovinger
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e Nysitra
e Burtriask
o Skelleftea

The following three bailiwicks correspond to the earlier Northern Bailiwick:

Second bailiwick (Sw. Andra fogderiet):
e Pitea parish and town
e Alvsby parish from 1809

Third bailiwick (Sw. Tredje fogderiet):
e Luled parish and town
e Réned
e Overkalix
e Nederkalix

Fourth bailiwick ((Sw. Fjdrde fogderiet):
e Nedertornea
e Karl Gustafs parish from 1783
e Hietaniemi
e Overtorned
e Pajala parish from 1725

Visterbotten’s bailiwicks were sometimes called “kontrakt” or deaneries. In the database, for the
sake of comparison I have kept the old bailiwick divisions when I have only had access to bailiwick
figures after 1728, and then set First bailiwick as equal to the Southern bailiwick and the other
bailiwicks as equal to the Northern bailiwick.

Source materials

As emerges from the section on crises below, the county was struck by several archival losses.
During the Great Nordic War (1700-1721), the 1713 lists for the Southern bailiwick were destroyed
when Russian troops burned Umea on the 13/9 1714!%3, the Kammarkollegiet, third province office’s
archive burned down in 1802 and the Visterbotten county government office in 1888. The following
sources have however been possible to use:

Crown accounts

Even though the county’s tithes lists are relatively well preserved in the central National Archives,
some gaps occur in the oldest material. The materials in the Viasterbotten and Norrbotten county
accounts offices’ archives in Harndsand’s regional National Archives, that survived the fire, are not
of much help. Among the summaries of incomes and costs verifications in the Norrbotten county
accounts office’s archives in Harndsand, tithes information has however happened to be preserved
for isolated years for the Visterbotten Northern bailiwick for the periods 1699-1736 and 1750-
1792.16 Only for Pited town in 1750 have these been able to fill the gaps in the central Nation
Archives’ county accounts.'®” Some information for 1750 has been possible to find in the Skellefted

195 Lansrikenskaper, Visterbottens lén, verifikationer 1714 p. 1395 r; RA.

196 Norrbottens lins landskontor, volymerna Elc:1-3, HAL.

197 From among others the 1690 and 1697 tithes accounts, it emerges that half the crown’s tithes were allocated to the
trivial school and 1/3 to the upper secondary school in Pited. Any accounts for these tithes recipients were not
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bailiwick’s district scribe’s archives in the Hirndsand regional National Archives.!”® For 1723 and
1750, county sums that have been encountered have also been added to the database.

As in other parts of the country, tithes accounts take up the crown’s portion of tithes as a rule,
but especially the lists from the Torned parishes sometimes mention the total tithes, which has been
noted in the database’s harvest estimates (see below).

Orphanage barrel

During the whole period of investigation, Vésterbotten county paid the so-called Orphanage barrel
with one fortieth of the crown’s unreduced tithes, thus completely according to the regulations. Its
bailiwick sums have had to fill gaps in the crown accounts.

Tithes system

The Crown tithes’ proportion of the total tithes deviates partly from what applied in the rest of
Sweden: from and including at least Johan III’s time (king 1569-1592), the clergy in Vésterbotten
kept 2/3 of the tithes. Through a royal letter on 9 September 1690, one of the thirds was withdrawn
however. !* That meant that the Crown tithes before 1690 corresponded to 1/3 of the total tithes.
From and including 1690 and throughout the rest of our period, the crown kept 2/3 of the tithes in the
whole county except for Kalix pastorat and Burtrisk, Bygded and Lovanger parishes, where the
Crown tithes remained 1/3.

Test threshing was already implemented at the beginning of the period of investigation in 1665
in the province.?! However, in Norrland there were also other drying methods than setting up stooks
etc. The drying method on racks made “rok”-counting impossible. Tithes were therefore estimated in
Over- and Nedertorneé by “guessers”.?%?

Rack drying has been described in the following way: “In Sweden racks (Sw. héssja) are used
generally consisting of rack poles pegged in the ground in rows in which sticks are fastened and on
them, rack rods are balanced, over which the grass is laid. The space between two poles is called a
floor (“golf”). However, in Visterbotten a special form was developed in due course, the so-called
Visterbotten racks, with roof, a kind of airing passages, often built next to the threshing barn.?%

encountered at the Harndsand regional National Archives, which does not exclude the possibility of their existing
somewhere else.

198 Haradsskrivarens i Skellefteds fogderi arkiv, vol 474, HAL.

199 Rabenius 1853, p.48, Thurgren 1859, p. 37, Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 297, Forssell 1872-1883, p. 49, n. 2, Forssell
1884, appendix Litt A, p. 128, Huss 1902, pp. 66-73.

201 Sometimes Visterbotten’s town tithes lists lack information on stooks. One may then suspect that they have instead
estimated tithes from accounts from the stook toll, “skyltullen”, which the townspeople had to pay when bringing their
dried harvest into the town.

202 SAOB under “skyl”.

203 Nordisk Familjebok, Uggleupplagan.
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”Visterbottenshdssja”, illustration from Nordisk Familjebok, Uggleupplagan.

At the beginning of the period, at least in 1665-1667, “grain houses” (Sw. kornhus) are mentioned in
the county’s tithes accounts, in 1647 one in the town of Pited and one in Umead. It was a charge in
grain intended to be stored for years of need that was decided in 1643: every tenth barrel of the
Crown tithes in the northern towns and villages must be allocated and tithes were to be accounted for
once this had been withdrawn.?*

Fixed tithes settings

In 1754, the transition to fixed tithes in the county began parish by parish starting in Pited, a process
that was concluded with Lovanger in 1773. After 1757 only Lovénger and Bygdeé with Nysétra
continued with harvest-dependent tithes. These parishes were followed in the database until they
were also given fixed tithes, Lovénger in 1765, Bygded with Nysétra in 1772.2%

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

In 1665, the tithes extracts show at the end the excess measures on the grain kept by the crown. A
control counting shows that they are based on “Sum kept” as stands above. This means that all the
figures in the extract refer to levelled-off barrels. That the extract figures refer to barrels in levelled-
off measures emerges also from the extracts in 1666-1671. In 1690, levelled-off barrels are also
summed up and the tithes lists’ figures are the same as in the extracts; in a special account, the excess
measures are shown separately.

The 1739, 1741 and 1751 crown accounts have been investigated to see how the new
regulations of 1739, on among other things excess measures, possibly changed tithes accounting for
the county. Visterbotten’s tithes extract continues from and including 1739 to designate “all
incoming tithes” with the same number of barrels as in the tithes lists themselves estimated from the
test threshing etc. It emerges explicitly that the customary reductions were delivered with excess
measures, which meant that also the extract’s “incoming” tithes sums must have been with excess
measures.?*® The conclusion is that the Visterbotten peasant farmers at that time when delivering to
the tithe barns had had to hand in 4 kappes in excess measure, without this being named explicitly in

204 Sandbergska samlingen, V816-46, AA3390, RA. For how long the Norrland grain houses remained and how the
“kornhus” charge possibly affected the tithes sums that are accounted for in the database has not been possible to clear up
within the framework of the project.

205 Lgvanger may have temporarily got fixed tithes in 1757.

206 See among other things the extract for the Second bailiwick in 1739. For certain tithes recipients, 4 kappes excess
measure per barrel were returned to the crown, the 1739 new excess measure, and for others the excess measure was
estimated as before with 2 kappes.
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the extract. The extract’s number of incoming barrels were thus with excess measures, but
numerically as many as the tithes lists’ levelled-off barrels.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
The usual measurements in Visterbotten’s Crown tithes accounts are barrels, “skil” and kappes.?®’
The skél was the same as the Swedish firkin, 1/8 of a barrel.

Harvest estimates

Harvest estimates have been made according to the parish-wise tithes information and when this is
lacking from bailiwick and two county sums. The estimates can be seen in the database page
“Totalstatistik SND”. In the parish column for the “parishless” years, the unit “bailiwick sum” (Sw.
fogderisumma) has been added and for 1723 and 1750 where even the bailiwick information is
missing, just “county sums” (for the then county). When estimating the harvest, consideration has
had to be taken to the fact that Crown tithes were issued with different proportions of the total tithes
between various periods and parishes as well as the fact that certain years’ tithes information referred
to the total tithes before division between clergy and crown.

When the bailiwick information was collected from the Orphanage information, the tithes were
multiplied by 40 using the usual method to correspond to the Crown tithes. For the years before
1690, I have assumed that Crown tithes from all the parishes corresponded to 1/3 of the total tithes.
However, since the division between clergy and crown came to vary among the bailiwicks’ parishes
from and including 1690, a simplification has been needed when estimating the harvest: the crown’s
proportion per bailiwick has been represented by an unweighed average figure of the crown’s
proportions in the bailiwicks’ parishes — for the Southern bailiwick 1.4, and for the Northern
bailiwick 1.8. A rough estimation of the proportion of tithes-exempt farms has been made according
to the tax assessment units, the mantals, in the 1680 cadastre for Visterbotten in the National
Archives and for the vicarages according to Westerling’s compilation from 1838. I have thereby
assumed that the vicarages (in contrast to so-called “stommar” crown farms assigned to support the
parson) are not included in the 1680 cadastre’s mantals. As usual, a further markup of 10 % has been
counted in to balance roundings-off downwards at the tithes estimation (see introduction). The
results of the harvest estimates at bailiwick level are shown in the following diagram:

207 One exception from kappes is shown by the county’s towns, where Swedish pottles occurred at least during some

periods. Since in the database we use parish figures of often hundreds of barrels, such possible ambiguities play no
important part, a kappe was 0.03125 and a Swedish pottle 0.01786 of a barrel. The Orphanage seems to have transferred
from kappes to Swedish pottles from and including the harvest year of 1685, to which consideration has been paid in the
database.
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Estimated harvests in Visterbotten county per bailiwick in 1665-1753 (barrels of reduced
grain)
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A harvest index with the base in 1665 has been added to the database (based on the file ”Skdérdeindex
SND”). It is founded on the average figures of the harvest information that has been collected. In
order that the towns’ inconsiderable agriculture should not influence the average figures
disproportionately, their tithes have been left out of the calculation. The index is shown below in the
diagram where also the number of observations on which the index is founded has been added. That
there are sometimes few observations pre-1750s is because they are founded on bailiwick figures,
and at the end of the series because only a few parishes then still kept harvest-dependent tithes. The
curve’s representativeness from and including the 1750s must be interpreted with great caution. We
know as yet nothing about these parishes’ representativeness for the whole county.

Harvest index for Visterbotten 1665-1772 (1665 = 100) and its base in numbers of observations
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Crises

In the Orphanage main ledger for the harvest years 1695-1696, no information is provided from
Visterbotten. In the main ledger for 1698, for the 1697 harvest year, there are explanations: from the
northern bailiwick, the bailiff writes in 1695 that “not a single grain was produced in the whole
bailiwick, but everything was frozen by the bitter cold that occurred when the grain was at best in
ear. For the harvest year 1695, orders had been sent out to continue with test threshing in Umeéa
parish, “but that was — God better — for our sins’ sake a severe year of bad harvest and a very bad
year ... especially for this year’s growth, so in this parish, despite all possible effort, no test could be
done, while we did not get the smallest amount of grain for food and livelihood, even less grain for
sowing, that is serviceable and wholesome, having in the greatest part rejected the whole of the
year’s growth as being like hay, after which nothing else except frozen chaff can be retained, ...
unable therefore to write and establish any church tithes list for this year, which we poor taxpayers
regret not without bitter tears, ... for us and our poor relatives nothing else remains before our eyes
than death through starvation. For neither fish out of the waters nor bird from the forests can be taken
for human beings’ livelihood ...”.2%

208 Stockholms barnhus, huvudbok 1698, s. 720, SSA.
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The summary of incomes and costs verifications’ extract from the northern bailiwick’s Pited in 1695
states that “the harvest partly through the wet and partly of perpetual cold before maturity” had been
destroyed, but from other parishes, only “cold” is mentioned.

The 1695 verifications for Umed in the Southern bailiwick state: “Starvation is standing at the
door, no estimate has been made, the whole crop had to be mowed as hay, just frozen chaff”’; from
Bygded “only death through hunger remains for us, our wives and children”; from Lovanger “cold
has destroyed the whole harvest before the kernels or ripeness”; from Skellefted “hasty severe cold
and unnatural wetness” and “only ... the husks can be mixed with bark”.2%

In 1696, the entire yearly growth in the Northern bailiwick was only 123 barrels, 6 skils and 2
Swedish pottles, the grain was also poor; in 1697 the entire harvest only added up to 127 barrels.
However, both years, most of the tithes were left to the poor peasantry “on account of the difficult
times”.>!” From Lovanger, the tithes for 1696 are said to have added up to 11 barrels, 4 skil and 3
Swedish pottles “poor and frozen grain destroyed by rain and frost during this regrettably long bad
year...”. In Skellefted and Burtrdsk parishes, tithes were destroyed by “frost and nonstop rain”.
“Poor and mostly bran and husks”.?!! The extracts give the information for the town of Luled in 1696
that “no grain suitable for human food has been harvested, the grain for sowing has been destroyed
by cold and bad weather before it came to ripeness; in Umea and Bygded, the harvest is said to be
destroyed by cold and wetness, in Burtrisk tithes have been weakened by cold and rain in this “long
time of bad year”.?!?

In 1697, the county accounts for Luled parish mention that the peasantry has eaten “empty
husks and green straw ... before the test was carried out”. However, not only cold and rain caused
bad harvest — some villages had “received grain from southern regions that was completely destroyed
on account of the long drought that happened last summer”. 213

Other years, bad harvests occurred now and then on account of cold, e.g. 1665 and 1682. In
1669, the rye in Pited did not ripen, in 1708 Overkalix had frost as late as at midsummer.?'* If cold
had not destroyed harvests generally it emerges from the tithes lists that single farms might have
their harvests frozen now and then anyway. In the Southern bailiwick, grain was said to be “weak
and frozen” in 1675 and in Northern bailiwick in 1698 “everything frozen to bits of the severe cold
... when everything stood in its best ripeness.?!?

During the Great Nordic War, Russian troops made several landings on the coast. On 20
September 1714, they burned the town of Umea since the Swedish troops had abandoned the town.
The tithes accounts mention that “the murdering Russian has destroyed the town” after which the
Finnish part of the Swedish army had arrived and taken the tithes and their horses ate up the gardens.
In the winter of 1718, the Russians once again destroyed the town and on 22 May 1720 the rebuilt
town was again burnt down and, finally, on 8 June 1721 even the temporary buildings that had been
put up.?!® In Kalix and Torne parishes, no tithes estimates (tests) were carried out in 1714 since the
grain was immediately threshed and eaten by the Finnish army. In 1716, Russian troops once again
entered these parishes and “ruined” them.

209 Linsrikenskaper, Visterbottens lin 1695, RA.

210 Stockholms barnhus huvudbok 1698, s. 714, SSA.

211 Stockholms barnhus huvudbok 1698, s. 718, SSA.

212 Linsrikenskaper, Visterbottens lin 1696, RA.

213 Linsrikenskaper, Visterbottens 1in 1697, RA.

214 Linsrikenskaper, Visterbottens 1in respektive ar, RA.

215 Notes in the Stockholm barnhus huvudbok, 1677, 1698, SSA.

216 A well-documented history of Umeé can be found on the Internet: http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Umed (2016-02-11).
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Tithes in Visterbotten county 1665-1772 (index 1665 = 100)

1752 115 12
1753 140 12
1754 131 11
1755 118 11
1756 114 6
1757 156 6
1758 105 2
1759 138 2
1760 140 2
1761 103 2
1762 77 2
1763 112 2
1764 90 2
1765 76 1
1766 77 1
1767 110 1
1768 102 1
1769 83 1
1770 116 1
1771 115 1
1772 89 1

Number of
Year |Index |observations
1665 100 11
1666 92 2
1667 142 8
1668 102 2
1669 58 11
1670 115 2
1671 108 11
1672 86 2
1673 90 2
1674 70 11
1675 61 11
1676 78 2
1677 86 2
1678 99 12
1679 86 12
1680 81 12
1681 107 12
1682 78 12
1683 102 12
1684 94 12
1685 102 12
1686 72 12
1687 68 12
1688 70 12
1689 102 2
1690 98 12
1691 101 11
1692 85 12
1693 82 12
1694 91 12
1695 8 2
1696 16 12
1697 16 12
1698 56 12
1699 85 12
1700 107 2
1701 60 12
1702 77 12
1703 82 12
1704 71 2
1705 57 12
1706 67 12
1707 69 12

1708 38 12
1709 70 12
1710 62 12
1711 78 12
1712 78 12
1713 83 9
1714 60 8
1715 69 12
1716 44 10
1717 36 12
1718 33 12
1719 52 12
1720 72 12
1721 76 12
1722 71 12
1723 125 1
1724 84 12
1725 77 12
1726 86 12
1727 79 12
1728 42 12
1729 95 2
1730 101 12
1731 45 12
1732 114 12
1733 112 12
1734 104 12
1735 92 12
1736 102 12
1737 93 12
1738 121 12
1739 54 12
1740 51 2
1741 50 12
1742 40 12
1743 87 12
1744 119 12
1745 115 12
1746 110 12
1747 94 12
1748 107 12
1749 125 11
1750 126 4
1751 123 12
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Variables in the database ”Viasterbotten”
The page ”Totalstatistik SND”

Ar=Year

Fogderi = Bailiwick

Socken = Parish

Kallor = Sources

Anmirkning = Remarks

Régtionde decitunnor = Rye tithes in decibarrels

Korntionde decitunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels

Spannmal decitunnor = Grain (rye + barley) tithes in decibarrels

Tionde i ren sdd = oreducerade tunnor = Tithes in reduced grain (rye + barley), (here) =
unreduced barrels

Totala tiondet 1 decitunnor ren sdd = Total tithes before being divided between priest and
Crown, decibarrels reduced grain

Index 1665=100

Régskord i decitunnor = Rye harvest in decibarrels

Kornskord i decitunnor = Barley harvest in decibarrels

Spannmalskord (rdg + korn) 1 decitunnor = Grain harvest (rye + barley) in decibarrels

Skord i oreducerade decitunnor = Harvest in unreduced barrels

Total skord 1 decitunnor ren sdd = Total harvest in decibarrels reduced grain

The page ”Skordeindex SND”

Ar=Year
Medel av Index 1665=100 = Average of indexes, 1665=100
Antal observationer = Number of parish observations

Key to sources

Héradsskrivaren 1 Skellefted fogderi, vol. 474, Harnosands landsarkiv
Norrbottens ldns landskontor Eic:2, Hirndsands landsarkiv
Norrbottens ldns landskontor, Elc:1, Hirn6sands landsarkiv
Liansrikenskaper Visterbottens ldn, landsbok, RA.

Lansrakenskaper Visterbottens ldn, verifikationer, RA.

RA = Riksarkivet

SSA = Stockholms stadsarkiv

Stockholms barnhus, huvudbok, SSA
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”Vasternorrland” - Gastrikland, Halsingland,
Medelpad and Angermanland

Martin Linde

Administrative divisions

In 1665-1761, these provinces were included in — the former —Visternorrland county. This was
divided in 1762 partly into Givleborg county, consisting of Géstrikland, Hilsingland and Hérjedalen,
and partly the more recent Visternorrland county, consisting of Medelpad, Angermanland and
Jamtland. Even the former Visternorrland county might sometimes be called Gévleborg county. In
1810, Jaimtland and Hérjedalen were broken out and formed Jamtland county. The concept
Visternorrland has thus varied over time. The towns in the provinces were Gévle, Hudiksvall,
Hérndsand, Sundsvall and S6derhamn. Jamtland and Hérjedalen are treated in a separate chapter.

Source materials

The parish-wise source materials for the area in the National Archives’ county accounts proved to
have significant gaps. Of the materials preserved, much was damaged. This concerned the
verifications for 1665, 1668, 1669, 1673, 1678, 1681, 1687, 1688 and the summary of incomes and
costs for the years 1665, 1680 and 1687. With special permission, the project was however given
access to some of these volumes.

The restructuring of the county divisions has brought with it that the county governments’ i.e.
county accounts offices’ tithes material has been split up in different regional National archives.
During the county divisions in 1762 and 1810, the old verification books among others were broken
apart and parts of their contents distributed among the new counties. This means that we have been
forced to search for tithes information in several regional state archives.

In Harndsand’s regional state archives, Visternorrland and Gévleborg county accounts offices’
archives are to be found with summaries of incomes and costs and verifications for a large number of
years from 1679 and onwards. The two county governments also made special collections of tithes
information.?”

Which gaps still remain in the parish materials? For the years 1665-1669, 1671-1672 and 1674-
1677, almost all parish materials are missing among the crown’s accounts, and for a smaller number
of parishes the corresponding information has been fetched from other sources, see below. Apart
from that, all years with harvest-dependent tithes have been possible to add to the database.

I have not made any attempts to make estimations for the gaps in the parish information. For
the period of investigation, the yearly tithes development is easier to study at the bailiwick level and
is mainly calculated from the so-called Stockholm Orphanage barrel (see the report’s introductory
chapter). For the time from 1716 and onwards until fixed tithes were introduced, the information on
bailiwick development has been taken from the parish figures produced.?'®

The big gaps among the tithes accounts have led to further searches for materials:
Hilsinge regiment’s tithes

By chance, a tableau with tithes information for 1679-1688 for 24 parishes in Hilsingland and
Gastrikland was found, allotted to Hélsinge infantry regiment. The line-up is said to show “church

217 Givleborgs lins landskontor, GIIId, (1695-); Visternorrlands lins landskontor, GIIIk (for occasional years 1696-),
GXa (for occasional years), HAL.

218 Years when these have been incomplete have as far as possible been replaced by bailiwick sums from the crown
accounts.
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tithes” “since the Orphanage 40th part has been withdrawn”. A comparison with the county accounts
(for a number of years) shows, however, that the “customary reductions”, the tithes reductions, the
clergy remuneration, the provost barrel etc. had been taken from these tithes amounts. Through a
supplement of the Orphanage barrel and the “customary reductions”, fetched here from the tithes
extracts in the county accounts for 1683 (they remained unchanged for a long time), tithes in their
totality for these parishes have been reconstructed. '’

Uppsala academy'’s tithes

After her work with the thesis ”Akademiens spannmél”, Astrid Hegardt deposited her excerpts of
Uppsala academy’s tithes collections in 1655-1719 from among others the Hélsingland parishes
Alfta, Jarvso, Bollnis, Segerstad, Delsbo and Hanebo at the Uppsala University department of
economic history.??° When this information can be compared with the crown’s county accounts these
turn out to be in accordance with the unreduced Crown tithes.??!

Orphanage barrel
Information about the “Orphanage barrel” — see the report’s introductory chapter — have been found
at the bailiwick level from and including 1665 in the Orphanage archives. They have up to and
including 1715 together with other bailiwick information been carried over to a special file in the
database (see below).??? For the three years 1665-1667, the Orphanage materials for the area are hard
to interpret. In those cases summaries of incomes and costs or verifications with more reliable
information in the National Archives have been used, rather than the bailiwick file.

From the Vésternorrland summary of incomes and costs in 1667 in the National Archives, it is
clear that the Visternorrland Orphanage barrel was counted as 1/40 of the crown’s unreduced tithes,
that is, completely in accordance with the regulations.?*

Other archives

In the Gévleborg county accounts office’s archives in Hirnosand, a parish-wise list was found over
the clergy’s proportion of the tithes in 1667-1686 in Hilsingland’s southern contract; it is attached as
a facsimile.??* It has however not been used for the database since, unlike the database, it is
structured in accordance with parishes which include a group of congregations, not just a one-
congregation parish. It is possible that various other archives can fill some of the gaps in the county’s
tithes series.?” It has however not been possible, considering the magnitude of the task, to investigate
them within the framework of this project.

219 Linsrikenskaper, Visternorrlands lin, 1683, RA. From the extract it is clear that tithes included excess measures.

220 Hegardt 1975: the excerpts are stored at the Ekonomisk-historiska institutionen, Uppsala universitet.

221 The academy had its own bailiffs who took care of the tithes and by all accounts delivered the usual reductions to their
various recipients. The academy’s tithe collection organisation is described by Hegardt 1975, p. 29 f. From her work, one
gets the impression (p. 27) that the academy received its allotted tithes after withdrawal for the customary reductions,
which cannot however be the case. It is confusing in this context that these reductions are accounted for in the county
accounts’ extract.

222 Stockholms barnhus arkiv, Huvudbocker, SSA.

223 Linsrikenskaper Visternorrlands lin, landsbok 1667, ss. 119, 147), RA.

224 Gidvleborgs lins landskontor, GVT:1. The information has not been used in the database, except for Skogs, which was
an independent pastorship (that included several parishes).

225 SQubstantial parts have been preserved in the National Archives in Stockholm or the regional state archives. The
Hilsinge regiment’s archives in KrA, the State Archives and HAL might have information about the parishes whose
tithes were allocated to the regiment. Several district scribe archives (hdradsskrivarkiven) have also been preserved in the
National Archives that may perhaps provide some information (often special series with tithes material!): Medelpad
(1689-), Gistrikland (1691-), Sodra Halsingland EIV1-5, (1689-); HIb 1 etc, (1660-), N. Hilsingland 9 b: 208a (1685-);
179 (1739-) 181b (1779-); S Angermanland vol 196, 197; N. Angermanland has long tithes lists from 1737 and onwards.
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Tithe system
For Gistrikland, Hilsingland, Medelpad and Angermanland, the system was was mainly the same as
in their southern neighbouring provinces, i.e. the crown took 2/3, and the parson 1/3 of the tithes. In
Nitra, Angermanland, the parson however kept half of the tithes, and in Grundsunda, Anundsj6 and
Nordmaling 2/3.2%

It emerges from the State Archives summary of incomes and costs verifications for the county
in 1667 and later crown accounts that farm-wise sample threshing occurred very frequently in these
provinces.

Fixed tithes settings

With the exception of Ockelbo parish, Géstrikland introduced fixed tithes in 1745. This is clear from
the following years’ accounts. “Ugglebo”, Ockelbo, is taxed after test threshing until and including
1748, after which this parish too was given fixed tithes.?’

In Hdlsingland’s southern bailiwick, Skog, Sodervala, Arbro, Undersvik, Mo, Réngsj0, Norrala
and Trono parishes were given fixed tithes in 1745, and the rest — Segersta, Hanebo, Bollnis, Alfta,
Ovanéker and Jarvso — continued with harvest-dependent tithes until these too got fixed tithes in
1752. They seem however to have renegotiated the agreement in about 1760. In 1762-1775 I have
assumed that Alfta and Jarvso once again had harvest-dependent tithes and I have added their tithes
amounts to the database.??® For these two there are also figures for 1780-1781.

In Hdlsingland’s northern bailiwick, in all parishes except Delsbo, fixed tithes were introduced
in 1745. Delsbo continued with harvest-dependent tithes according to “the test threshing lists”. In
1752 however, Delsbo agreed together with six parishes in Hélsingland’s southern bailiwick, paying
fixed tithes to Uppsala academy, to which their Crown tithes were allotted.?*

Medelpad’s bailiwick was probably given fixed tithes in 1773. However, in 1774 all parishes
except Torp, Haverd, Indal, Alno, Timrd and Tynderé returned to harvest-dependent tithes, and
switched in 1775 once again to fixed “after agreement” The only clear exception is Alnd that has an
ordinary tithes list.**° In 1776, Attmar, Torp, Borgsjo, Selanger, Indal, Alndn, Timra and Ljustorp
had harvest-dependent tithes. In 1777, Attmar and Alnén had also been given fixed tithes. It is
possible that some of the harvest-dependent tithes were only partly harvest-dependent. No figures
after 1772 have been added to the database.

Angermanland’s southern bailiwick started with fixed tithes in 1764. The parishes of Ramsele,
Fjallsjo, Edsele, Helgum (=Ramsele parish group) and Vibyggerd continued however with harvest-
dependent tithes until and including 1772, Junsele right until and including 1775. The transition to
fixed tithes was not general, and some peasant farmers continued with harvest-dependent tithes at
least till 1820. In the accounts for the bailiwick in 1820, the “sum for those at tithes setting had

226 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, § 145.

227 In the preamble to the Ockelbo tithes setting list for 1749 (p. 1587) there is a reference to a government decision in
1727 and 1734; it also says how tithes shall be paid from 1745 and onwards. Géstrikland’s tithes material has been
investigated until and including 1820.

228 The parish of Bollniis possibly renegotiated its fixed tithes sometime in 1771-1774. Tithes material for the bailiwick
has been investigated until and including 1820.

229 Around 1790 the bailiwick might temporarily have reverted to harvest-dependent tithes, at least six of the parishes
(Enanger, Njutdnger, Bergsjo, Ljusdal, Férila and Hogdal). ”Sammandrag 6fwer foregaende tiondeldngder” is the title of
the material in 1791. Perhaps it is only a case of renegotiation. However, in the 1795 extract and in the 1796 summary of
incomes and costs tithes setting lists are mentioned. Considering their uncertainty, the figures have not been included in
the database. Tithes material for the bailiwick has been investigated until and including 1820.

230 Hereafter, small variations in the amounts can sometimes occur from one year to another, but it is unclear how these
should be interpreted. Maybe it has something to do with the taxation of recently included farms. In the database,
considering all the uncertainties, I have chosen to include all tithes information until and including 1772, those for the six
with harvest-dependent tithes until and including 1774 and Alné until and including 1775. Tithes material for the
bailiwick has been investigated until and including 1820.
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remained”, but also the sum “for those who have undergone stook-counting and sample threshing”.
This implies that by investigating those farms which kept harvest-dependent tithes, the tithes series
could be continued into the 1800s. This would however be a finicky job that has not been possible
within the framework of this project.

Angermanland’s northern bailiwick’s parishes had harvest-dependent tithes at least until and
including 1759; the only exception was Niétra parish that kept fixed tithes “According to Agreement”
in 1749 and 1750. A tug-of-war about which tithes system to use seems to have taken place for a
long time. In 1760, Sjilevad, Grundsunda and Nordmaling got fixed tithes, but in 1764 Sjilevad
returned to harvest-dependent tithes and from and including 1765 the whole bailiwick once again had
harvest-dependent tithes. A comparison between the 1773 and 1774 summaries of incomes and costs
show that Sidensjo, Sjilevad, Grundsunda and Nordmaling then had the same figures both years, i.e.
they now had fixed tithes, in contrast to the others. In 1773, the entire bailiwick seems to have got
fixed tithes with the exception of Nétra, Anundsjo and Arnés that continued with harvest-dependent
tithes according to the test threshing lists. Nétra and Arnds continued with harvest-dependent tithes
until and including 1775, Anundsj6 until 1780. The other parishes had fixed tithes at least until and
including 1820.%!

The barrel as a unit of measurement, the measuring method and the excess measures

In order to grasp the problems of reconstructing the tithes, we also have to consider the units of
measurement that were used. The crown accounts before 1739 show the excess measures as a
separate appendix in the extracts. The extracts’ parish-wise tithes sums thus refer to tithes in
levelled-off measure. The change in measuring method that was ordered in 1733, whereby barrels
before excess measures should also be shaken and shovelled, in contrast to the 1638 regulations on
only levelled-off barrels, has not left any traces in the source materials we have studied during the
period this method of measuring was applied, that is until and including 1736. The return to levelled-
off measures before excess measures during 1737 and 1738 has not done so either.?*

When new regulations about excess measures were introduced in 1739, tithes accounts for the
county, within the county borders of that time, were changed. The extracts’ tithes sums have the
heading “main collection in loose and levelled-off measure with 4 kappes to the barrel”. The
extracts’ tithes amounts thus refer to barrels with excess measures, so-called “avradsmal” or “fixed
measures”.?** From and until 1740, the extracts are very homogenous in structure and have similar
headings. How then should the tithes lists’ final sums and the extracts’ corresponding sums be
interpreted? Should the excess measures possibly be left out? If we return to the tithes lists, we see
that for example Erik Palsson in Bjerme, Séttna parish, in 1749 had a yearly growth of 15 stooks of
rye, which according to the sample threshing column each had a yield of 4 kappes.?** The whole
yearly growth is thus equivalent to 60 kappes. From this, one tenth was to be withdrawn for tithes,
i.e. 6 kappes. The parson was to have 1/3 of those, thus 4 kappes remained that in the tithes list are
registered as the Crown tithes for him. This probably means a kappe vessel that was equivalent to
1/32 levelled-off barrel, a vessel that was used on most peasant farms. The fact that the extracts
include as great a number of barrels numerically as the tithes lists, is due to the fact that the levelled-
off barrel, for example, that a peasant farmer was taxed for, during tithes collection had been poured
into a collection barrel that was 4 kappes larger than the peasant’s own traditional barrel. His taxed
tithes would thus not have sufficed to fill this collecting barrel without his having to pour in more
grain equivalent to the 4 kappes’ excess measure. (In the tithe barn even the smaller measure’s

231 Tithes material for the bailiwick has been investigated until and including 1820.

232 See Morell 1988, p. 41 fT.

233 See Morell 1988, p. 42.

234 ”Wid Sides-bérgningen sittas (i sodra Visterb.) mist snesar eller skylar, och riknas 12 smé band p4 en skyl, men 30
skylar pa en Rok”. Hiilphers, Abraham Abrahamsson, Samlingar til en beskrifning 6fwer Norrland, Femte samlingen om
Westerbotten 1. bandet. Westeras 1789, sid. 35.

125



vessels should have existed). These extracts’ figures should therefore from our point of view be
interpreted as levelled-off barrels of tithes, and no excess measure should be withdrawn.

However, the change had already been introduced in the 1739 extract. No special accounting
for the excess measure in a separate post, as was made until and including 1738, was done anymore.
However, there seems to have been some uncertainty about the new arrangement. For some reason,
the barrels measured from the peasant farmers in the tithes lists have been listed with a reduction of 2
kappes per barrel.?*> A new, lower sum has thereby been received and it is this latter that later in the
extract has been written down under the heading “main collection of loose and levelled-off measure
with 4 kappes per barrel”. Despite the reduction mentioned in the lists, I have interpreted the 1739
extract sums in the same way as in the following years, since the extract according to its heading
includes 4 kappes’ excess measure, just like the following years’ extracts.

When parish figures have been taken from Hegardt s excerpts from the archives of Uppsala
Academy, they correspond well with the crown accounts’ tithes lists. The extracts that include excess
measures have been treated in the same way in both sources. The same goes for information from the
Haélsinge regiments and the series in 1667-1686 for southern Hélsingland.

As for the Orphanage barrel, it should be noted that the Orphanage was allowed to keep the
excess measure. In the Orphanage accounts for Visternorrland county, most years during the period
1665-1715 show “the over measure” of 3.5 Swedish pottles per barrel, as a separate post.>*
Converted to kappes — 2 — this corresponds to the excess measure according to valid regulations. On
some occasions, the same over measure is called “excess”. For a number of years, the Orphanage
accounts are registered in “full measure”. This is the case in 1692, 1696-1700 and 1704-1712.%7 The
ambition to make the database’s series uniform has raised the question of whether the barrels in
“excess measure” should be interpreted here as a) numerically the same as the tithes lists’ number of
levelled-off barrels, but when delivered in the tithe barn collected in bigger barrels that include the
excess measure that the peasant farmers were forced to add upon delivery; or b) the tithes lists’
levelled-off barrels converted to larger barrels (the volume of which included the excess measure)
and thereby fewer than the tithes lists’ barrels. Comparisons with the extracts of the crown accounts
in the National Archives show that a) provides the best correspondence between the crown’s
bailiwick figures excluding the excess measure and the sums obtained by multiplying the Orphanage
information by 40. Calculations from the Orphanage figures headed “in excess measure” have thus
numerically corresponded to the information in levelled-off measures!?*® In other words: both the
database’s parish and bailiwick figures refer to levelled-off barrels.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

235 In 1740 and all following years no kappe reduction was made in the lists and their final sums are the same as the sums
in the extract.

236 Sometimes, however, Hilsingland’s fee is registered without any special post for the excess measure, despite the fact
that all other bailiwicks’ fees in the county are given with specified excess measure. On 5 November 1675, an agreement
was concluded between the Orphanage direction and the peasantry on fixed charges for 1675, 1676 and 1677 Orphanage
barrel, all counted with excess measure. General Orphanage ledger (Allmédnna barnhusets huvudbok) for 1676 s. 953.

237 1n 1701-1703, the measure is not stated, but I assume that like the neighbouring years it is “full measure”.

238 A note by the Visternorrland county information in the Orphanage accounts for the 1692 harvest states that “The
peasantry in Jamtland and Hérjedalen exchange ... the Orphanage grain (for money).., and reduced to levelled-off
measure...”. Thereafter, the sum is given “reduced” to levelled-off barrels. Comparing this with the stated “full measure”
sum gives the proportion 34/32. However, at the same time “the full excess measure” of 3.5 Swedish pottles per barrel is
shown separately and after the various bailiwicks’ totals (even Jimtland’s and Hérjedalen’s). Strangely enough, it is the
amount before the excess measure addition that is later “reduced”. The agreement referred to on payment in money had
moreover been decided in February 1683. Other similar agreements also occurred. On 5 November 1675, an agreement
was thus made between the Orphanage direction and the peasantry about a fixed exchange price for the 1675, 1676 and
1677 Orphanage barrel, all estimated with excess measure. General Orphanage ledger (Allminna barnhusets huvudbok)
for 1676 s. 953.
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In 1665-1740, the crown counted tithes in barrels, Swedish firkins and Swedish pottles in the
provinces treated here. After that, they changed from Swedish pottles to kappes as the smallest
measure. The transition occurred in each bailiwick: in 1741 Géstrikland, in 1742 S6dra Hélsingland,
Medelpad and Norra Angermanland, in 1745 finally Northern Hilsingland and Southern
Angermanland.

Harvest estimates at bailiwick level

In this project, harvest estimates for Visternorrland have only been carried out at bailiwick level. In
1665 and 1666 as well as from and including 1716, the tithes in the file “Bailiwick sums” have been
taken from the crown accounts, and the other years from the so-called Orphanage information, see
above. These tithes have then been converted to harvest estimations based on the proportion of the
total tithes that was assigned to the crown — as we have seen, this could differ between parishes —, the
results in turn were marked up to compensate for the tithes-exempt farms. For the sake of simplicity,
I have assumed that only vicarages farms were exempt. (This certainly implies some
underestimation, but we know there were hardly any manors in these areas, the largest category of
exempt farms in the southern provinces). The marking up of harvests for vicarages has been done
according to their mantals of land.?*’

For the period 1716 and onwards, bailiwick figures should be regarded as very reliable, and for
the time before that, when they are based on Orphanage figures, one must on the other hand reckon
with certain margins of error on account of roundings-off etc. Orphanage and crown information
could of course have been merged in 1667-1715, but I have preferred here to stick to the
homogenous Orphanage information.

Since the harvest estimates are made per bailiwick, it has been necessary to consider the
crown’s varying proportion of tithes in various parishes. This has been done by using the unweighed
average for the crown’s proportion in the bailiwick in question, for Northern Angermanland’s part
2.0014/3, but in other parts of the area 2/3.

For the various bailiwicks, the database has been closed when adjustable tithes ceased. (Shorter
recurrent harvest-dependent tithes periods have been excluded). The final years in the bailiwick file
are thereby the following for:

Gistrikland bailiwick 1744

Hilsingland southern bailiwick 1744

Haélsingland northern bailiwick 1744

Medelpad bailiwick 1772

Angermanland southern bailiwick 1763

Angermanland northern bailiwick 1759 (I have disregarded Nitra’s agreement in 1749-1750 in the
database, and its fixed tithes have had to supplement the
information)

The results of tithes estimates are shown in the following diagram:

23 Taken from Westerling 1838 and af Forsell 1834,
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Estimated harvests in Visternorrland’s bailiwicks in 1665-1772 (barrels of reduced grain)
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In the following diagram, the average index for the area under investigation as a whole is shown,
based on the parishes or bailiwick information with adjustable tithes at various points in time. Here
the index mentioned previously has been recalculated with 1665 as base year = 100.

Harvest index for Visternorrland county in 1665-1772 (1665=100)
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Before 1669, in contrast to following years, the source materials do not distinguish between
Angermanland’s two bailiwicks. For the index series that has been made from bailiwick information,
the percentual division between Southern and Northern Angermanland in 1669 has been assumed to
be valid in previous periods as well.

Crises

In 1696 the county governor explained the low figures for the Orphanage barrel for the harvest year
1695: in Medelpad the bailiwick had blamed the low production results on “frost and rain”, from
Southern Hélsingland it was said that “God has the previous year afflicted our dear fatherland with
bad harvests, especially in the Northern lands (Norlanden), that through frost and the following rain
have been damaged in their grain growth ...”. Skog and Undersvik parishes are especially
mentioned; from Northern Angermanland the provost recounted that the harvest “by frost and wet
has mostly been destroyed”.?*°

240 Allménna barnhusets huvudbok for &r 1696 pp. 712 f., SSA.
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List over the clergy tithes per group of parishes in 1667-1686 in Southern H:iilsingland
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Harvest index for Visternorrland county bailiwicks 1665-1771 (1665 = 100)

1737 102 6
1738 103 6
1739 79 6
1740 84 6
1741 89 6
1742 63 6
1743 84 6
1744 124 6
1745 106 3
1746 127 3
1747 107 3
1748 113 3
1749 122 3
1750 126 3
1751 111 3
1752 117 3
1753 135 3
1754 132 3
1755 108 3
1756 111 3
1757 125 3
1758 144 3
1759 129 3
1760 94 2
1761 85 2
1762 107 2
1763 103 2
1764 94 1
1765 114 1
1766 123 1
1767 118 1
1769 111 1
1770 91 1
1771 89 1
1772 95 1

No. of

Year |Index| bailiwicks

observed
1665 100 5
1666 89 5
1667 94 5
1668 118 5
1669 92 6
1670 98 6
1671 99 6
1672 89 6
1673 77 6
1674 52 6
1675 55 6
1676 91 6
1677 66 6
1678 84 6
1679 74 6
1680 98 6
1681 115 6
1682 98 6
1683 99 6
1684 98 6
1685 103 6
1686 85 6
1687 76 6
1688 60 6
1689 89 6
1690 86 6
1691 82 6
1692 111 6
1693 70 6
1694 98 6
1695 41 6
1696 56 6
1697 51 6
1698 65 6
1699 81 6

1700 85 6
1701 91 6
1702 81 6
1703 79 6
1704 96 6
1705 64 6
1706 63 6
1707 62 6
1708 54 6
1709 66 6
1710 81 6
1711 80 6
1712 84 6
1713 64 6
1714 81 6
1715 77 6
1716 68 6
1717 61 6
1718 68 6
1719 60 6
1720 80 6
1721 64 6
1722 54 6
1723 60 6
1724 &9 6
1725 85 6
1726 67 6
1727 81 6
1728 70 6
1729 104 6
1730 90 6
1731 89 6
1732 99 6
1733 108 6
1734 97 6
1735 76 6
1736 94 6
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Variables in the database ”Vasternorrland”

The page ”Grunddata”
Year
County 1913
Bailiwick
Parish
Wheat tithes in decibarrels
Rye tithes in decibarrels
Barley tithes in decibarrels
Oats tithes in decibarrels
Pea tithes in decibarrels
Rye and pea tithes in decibarrels
Grain tithes in decibarrels
Total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain
Sources

The page ”Fogderisummor”
Year
County 1913 (please note that Ytterhogdal and Nordmaling have wrongly been carried over to
Gévleborg and Visternorrland counties respectively)
Wheat tithes in decibarrels
Rye tithes in decibarrels
Barley tithes in decibarrels
Oats tithes in decibarrels
Rye and pea tithes in decibarrels
Grain tithes (rye and barley) in decibarrels
Pea tithes in decibarrels
Tithes in unreduced decibarrels
Total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain (excl peas)
The crown’s proportion of tithes
Estimated harvest in decibarrels reduced grain
Sources

Key to sources
Givleborgs lins landskontor EIb:(volymnummer), HAL
Givleborgs lins landskontor GVf:1, HAL
Givleborgs lins landskontor, landsboksverifikationer, HAL
Hegardt’s excerpts = excerpts preserved at Department of economic history,
Uppsala University.
HAL = Hirnosands landsarkiv
Kammarkollegiet, 3:e provinskontoret, 370.2, RA
Lansrékenskaper, Visternorrlands 14n, landsbok, pag. 565, RA
Lansriakenskaper, Vasternorrlands 14n, verifikationer, RA
Lansrékenskaper, Visternorrlands 14n, verifikationer, tiondeldngder, RA
RA = Riksarkivet
Visternorrlands 14n, landskontoret, landsboksverifikationer, HAL
Visternorrlands 1ins landskontor, EIb:25, HAL
Visternorrlands ldns landskontor, serie
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Vastmanland county
Lotta Leijonhufvud

Administrative divisions

Vistmanland county was formed in 1634 and consisted of 71 parishes and country congregations
divided into seven bailiwicks and 13 districts. The following table shows which parishes are included
in the database and to which districts and bailiwicks they belonged. One part of Fellingsbro parish,
that belonged to Orebro county, was moved in 1694 over to Akerbo district in Vistmanland
county.?*! Some parishes were in certain administrative contexts divided over several districts and/or
bailiwicks. In tithes extracts, the names of the parishes have however only occurred exclusively in
one bailiwick (see e.g. Huddunge that is only accounted for under Salberg bailiwick.)

Vistmanland’s administrative divisions

Bailiwick District Parishes
Visteras northern . Flackbo, Skultuna, Haraker, Romfartuna, Skerike,
Norrbo district ; .o o
county Sankt Ilian and Visterds town
Visterds northern | i e district | Hubbo, Tillberga
county
Visterds southern Siende district Badelunda, Irsta, Kérrbo, Kungséra
county
Zoalfrtli;as southern Tuhundra district | Lillhdrad, Dingtuna, Lundby and Barkard
Strémsholm I . Munktorp, Kolbick, Svedvi (Hallstahammar), Siby,
Snavringe district o
county Berg, Rytterne, Ramnés and Sura
Odensvi, Medaker, Séiterbo, Arboga, Koping, Kungs-
Ulvesund county | Akerbo district Barkar6, Himmeta, Bjorskog, Torpa, Malma, Skedvi,
Bro and the towns of Arboga and Koping
Skinnskatteberg .
and Gamla Slflr}nska'ttebergs Skinnskatteberg, Gunnilbo, Hed
mining district
Norbergslagen
Skinnskatteberg Gamla Norberg (1732 Vistanfors that before was part of
and Gamla Norbergslagen Norberg parish), Vistervéla
Norbergslagen gs1ag ep ’
Skinnskatteberg o Visterfarnebo (1732 Farneboberg = Karbenning, that
and Gamla Vagn district . .
before was part of Vésterfarnebo).
Norbergslagen
Overtjurbo . - .
Salberg county district Kila, Kumla, Moklinta, Sala parish
Salberg county Vala district Harbo, Huddunge, Nora, Vila
Salberg county Simtuna district Enaker, Lovsta, Nora, Norrby, Tdrna
Salberg county Torstuna district | Huddunge (part), Lovsta (part)
Visby county Torstuna district Osterunda, Hirnevi, Torstuna, Vittinge,
N Yttertjurbo - P
Visby county district Bjorksta, Tortuna, Sevalla och Angso
Visby county Simtuna district Altuna, Frosthult, Simtuna

241 Lagerstedt 1973. No signs of “Fellingsbro socken” have been found in Vistmanland’s documentation.
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In 1667, parish sums were missing for tithes at the same time as bailiwick division is somewhat
different for Salberg and Visby counties that are divided into the following bailiwicks: 1) Overtjurbo
district with the parishes Norrby, Térna, Moklinta, Sala, Kumla and Kila; 2) Vala district with the
parishes Vala (Ostervala), Nora, Harbo and (part of) Huddunge parishes and, 3) Simtuna and
Torstuna districts with the parishes (part of) Huddunge, Lovsta, Endker and Nora. Tithes information
for these bailiwicks exists and is accounted for in the database, which means that all tithes for
Vistmanland county are accounted for, even if parish and/or sums kept together at bailiwick level are
missing for 1667.

Strémsholm county belonged during this period 1665-1718 to Hedvig Eleonora’s Life estate. In
contrast to what is valid for her possessions in Sodermanland county, there are in many cases copies
of tithes extracts in Véstmanland’s county accounts office in the Uppsala regional National archives.
This has been advantageous for the investigation since the Life estate’s documentation is to a great
extent damaged or missing. Munktorp parish, part of the Life estate, also had extensive duties
towards Uppsala Academy, and there Astrid Hegardt’s excerpts have been a great help for this
project.?#?

Angsé parish was in its totality a manor estate and its freehold properties were first taxed in
1692.2* On account of lack of regular tithes information, the parish has been excluded from the
database’s district division (Yttertjurbo district is accounted for thus exclusive Angsd). Rytterne
parish was divided into Stora amd Lilla Rytterne parishes in 1719. Tithes from both are however
accounted for as one (under Stora Rytterne). In 1733, Vistanfors and Fdrneboberg (Karbenning)
were broken out of their old parishes: Norberg and Viisterfdrnebo respectively. For comparison over
time, these two new parishes should therefore be added to their old parishes up until they are given
fixed tithes: in 1743 for Vésterfarnebo and 1755 for Norberg respectively. Such cases are found in an
extra parish column that has been added to the database, Socken B column. Socken A gives on the
other hand the source material’s division.

The present-day parishes Hallstahammar and Karbenning were named Svedvi and Farneboberg
respectively during the period under investigation, and the latter was previously called Farnebo
fjarding. >4

Source materials

For the 1600s, these are damaged to a great extent in the National Archives. This is the case for both
Vistmanland county’s accounts and the Life estate’s accounts (concerning the latter, see in more
detail the chapter on Ostergdtland county). The National Archives have however also lent a number
of documents that have been black-marked if they have been in such a state that they can at all be
used. For the Life estate’s possessions in Vistmanland there is as previously mentioned also
information in the Uppsala regional National archives.

The county accounts for Vastmanland county also exist as copies in the county government’s
accounts office’s archives in the National archives in Uppsala, where they are in good condition
throughout. The county accounts office’s summaries of incomes and costs exist from 1665, but
sometimes they lack tithes extracts on the parish level. The ledgers and verifications with tithes lists
start in 1684 in the regional National archives.

Tithes in the parishes of Torpa, Munktorp, Bjorskog and Harbo were allotted to Uppsala
university and the accounts over these tithes have been preserved in the Uppsala university archives
for the time up to 1719 (series Avkortningsbocker and Réakenskaper). This information was collected

242 Hegerdt A. Ekonomiskhistoriska institutionen, Uppsala universitet

243 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 106.

24 My database parish division in Simtuna and Overtjurbo districts deviates from that in Palm’s and Martin Linde’s
agricultural project (see literature list under Palm and Martin Linde); Norrby and Tarna have here been carried over to
Simtuna.
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by Astrid Hegardt for her thesis “Akademiens spannmal” and the Department of economic history at
Uppsala university has kindly shared her excerpts. There is very little difference between the tithes
information in the university archives and that in the crown’s county accounts for Vastmanland and
(for Munktorp parish) in Hedvig Eleonora’s Life estate archives. For Munktorp, the difference in
average value between the tithes stated in the County accounts compared with the Academy for the
period 1665-1719 is only some barrel; about 0.5 %. For Torpa, the difference in average value
between the tithes in the County accounts compared with the average value of those for the Academy
for the period 1665-1719 is only about 2 barrel; about 0.8 %. For Bjorskog the difference is
somewhat bigger: 3 barrels, which is equivalent to about 3%. For Harbo parish the difference is very
small; only 0.2 barrels or 0.2 %.

In the database, tithes information is accounted for throughout from the National Archives or
the Uppsala regional National archives, except for those years when no information at all exists.
Hegardt’s information has been used for Munktorp for the years 1684, 1691, 1702, 1710, for
Bjorskog and Torpa parishes only for the year 1678, for Harbo parish for 1667 and 1714. 24°

The Stockholm Orphanage archives also have information about the so-called Orphanage
barrel from Vastmanland county. And there exists there a bailiwick sum for Salberg county in 1714
that has been possible to use for the database in the absence of closer information. Moreover, the
information mentioned for Harbo parish that year also exists in Hegardt’s academy excerpts. It is
important to be observant of this when summing up the Salberg county tithes for 1714, so that Harbo
parish’s tithes are not counted twice (both in total sum from the Orphanage and the volume
accounted for from the parish).

Gaps remaining in the Viastmanland tithes series

Parish/Bailiwick Year Remarks
missing

Visteras county 1691 Summary of incomes and costs + Verif
incomplete

Nora parish 1668 Summing up missing.

Gunnilbo, Hed parishes 1678 Missing

Stromsholm county 1691, 1702, | Missing in Life estate and Uppsala regional

1710 National archives. Apart from Munktorp

parish.

Svedvi, Berg, Rytterne, 1717 Mould damage in Life estate.

Ramnaés, Sura parishes

Visby county 1721 Black-stained in National Archives.
Damaged volume in Uppsala regional
National archives.

Berg, Vistervala parishes 1778 Volume missing. Berg perhaps had fixed
tithes.

Since towns only in exceptional cases paid tithes, these are accounted for in the project but not as a
rule in the aggregations made over tithes at various levels. From Vistmanland I have not encountered
any tithes lists, but on the other hand “number of stook lists” — with (sometimes) calculated tithes.
For Visterés town they start in 1687, for Sala, Arboga and K&ping they exist from and including
1688.

24 For 1678 there is information for the whole of Ulvesund county, in which Bjérskog and Torpa are included. In the
series Blue numbers in the National Archives, there is a compilation of tithes information for a number of parishes in
Vistmanland and the years 1672-1681 (volumes 126-127).
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Fixed tithes settings

Fixed tithes were introduced in Vastmanland according to the table below. A schematic image is also
given in the diagram below for the briefer period 1740-1775, when most of the parishes in
Vistmanland introduced fixed tithes. In 1749, 46 (of a total of 67 parishes) had adjustable tithes. In
1750, 20 parishes are removed and only 26 continue to have adjustable tithes. Six parishes show
adjustable tithes right up until and including 1769: Munktorp, Berg, Bjorskog, Torpa, Farneboberg
and Vistervala. Munktorp, Bjorskog and Torpa are large grain parishes and deliver between 250 and
500 barrels of grain each. Farneboberg and Véstervala are on the other hand very small and deliver
only about 20-30 barrels of grain. Berg is a fairly big parish with about 100 barrels of grain.

Number of parishes with adjustable tithes in 1740-1775

Antal socknar med rorligt tionde 1740-1775
60 -

50 4

40 -

30

20 -

B e T e T e T T e T e T = T R B B R B R B R T e T T T T e T e T B e B e !

In Vistmanland, fixed tithes were partially introduced in certain parishes. In among others Hubbo
and Lillhédrad parishes, certain of the parish’s tithes givers according to agreement or oresland (an
older measurement of land) for years before the whole parish follows after. In Tillberga parish,
certain peasant farmers start having tithes contracts in 1738. The number of contract givers varies
during the period 1738-1746 from two to six. I have assessed this as so few that the tithes can despite
them be assumed to reflect harvest variations as a whole during this period until tithes become fixed
in the whole parish in 1747. In Hubbo, 13 givers have however tithes contracts and 32 continued to
have adjustable tithes in 1738. The contract peasants are so many that I have chosen not to include
the parish’s tithes in the database from and including 1738.
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Introduction of fixed tithes in Vistmanland’s parishes

Parish Year Parish Year Parish Year
Flackebo 1750 Sura 1750 Térna 1750
Skultuna 1754 Odensvi 1751 Kumla 1750
Hubbo 1738 Medaker 1754 Kila 1751
Haraker 1757 Sétterbo 1755 Moklinta 1750
Tillberga 1747 Arboga own 1764 Enaker 1750
Romfartuna 1743 Arboga parish 1747 Lovsta 1750
Skerike 1759 Koping town 1775 Huddunge 1750
Sankt Ilian 1748 Kungs-Barkaro 1747 Vila 1750
Visterds town | Harvest- | Himmeta 1753 Harbo 1763
dependent

Kungséra 1752 Koping parish 1748 Sala parish 1750
Kirrbo 1753 Bjorskog 1775 Nora 1766
Irsta® 1742 Torpa 1775 Sala town 1799
Badelunda® 1742 Malma 1750 Torstuna 1750
Lillhdrad 1725 Skedvi 1745 Hernevi 1750
Dingtuna 1739 | Bro 1750 Osterunda 1750
Barkaro 1739 Skinnsberg 1755 Vittinge 1750
Lundby 1732 Gunnilbo 1755 Simtuna 1750
Munktorp 1770 Hed 1757 Altuna 1750
Kolbick 1720 Norberg 1755 Frosthult 1750
Svedvi 1722 Vistanfors 1755 Bjorksta 1753
Berg 1778 Vistervala rorligt Torttuna 1743
Siby 1741 Farneboberg 1773 Sevalla 1748
Rytterne 1741 Visterfarnebo 1743 Angsd 1751
Ramnaés 1741 Norrby 1750

Remarks: a) Irsta and Badelunda: in 1738 a couple of givers in each parish start to pay fixed tithes. In 1744, all parishes’
tithes are fixed, but in 1742, tithes in both parishes appear so stable that they are not suitable for using as proxy for grain
production.

Just to complicate the picture of fixed tithes further, the following parishes have fixed tithes only for

a few years, after which they return to adjustable tithes, or mainly adjustable tithes, for a number of
years, before they finally introduce fixed tithes according to the earlier table.
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Parishes with fixed tithes for shorter periods

Parish Fixed tithes, period
Skultuna 1717-1719

Hubbo 1718-1719
Romfartuna 1718-1720

Lundby 1718-1720

Skerike 1718-1720

Dingtuna 1718-1719

Sankt Ilian 1718-1720

Haraker 1719

Berg 1719-1738, 1740, 1778 (?), 1779-
Svedvi (Hallstahammar) 1722-1727, 1738-
Farneboberg 1737

Kungséra 1748

For Berg parish, the tithes list for 1778 is missing, which is why it has been impossible to establish
whether the parish introduced fixed tithes in 1778 or 1779.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

In the Vidstmanland materials I have not seen anything on the 1730s regulations on excess measures
(see report’s introductory chapter), or the effects of these, before 1739, but then the documents refer
specifically to the new regulations.

In the database, levelled-off volumes are shown throughout, for most counties easily readable
in the source materials. Here however there was a peculiarity for Vastmanland. In the tithes extracts,
there is sometimes a recalculation of the tithes lists’ levelled-off barrels to bigger barrels that include
the excess measures. This means that the number of barrels with excess measures is fewer than the
number of levelled-off barrels.

For the whole of Vdstmanland, the extracts show large barrels including excess measures in 1739,
except for the parishes Sdby, Rytterne, Ramnids and Sura in Stromsholm county, as well as for the
parish Kungs-Barkar6 in Ulvesund county.

The example of Farneboberg (Karbenning) shows how this may appear: this parish has a short
and complicated history. It broke away from Vésterfarnebo in 1733. The material shows adjustable
tithes until and including 1736. In 1737 it is noted “... after agreed Contract with the Director the 24
July 1737 for 65 barrels Grain from the whole congregation ...”. The 1738 documents are missing in
the National Archives, so the information comes from the Uppsala regional National archives.
However, there the stook count is shown as usual (and fixed number of stooks with 13 levelled-off
kappes per stook), i.e. adjustable tithes. In 1739, the new regulations on excess measures take over
and Farneboberg accounts throughout for the lower volumes of excess measures in the extracts,
which is why the database contains the levelled-off information from the tithes lists. The following
diagram shows tithes development in levelled-off barrels in Farneboberg for the period 1733-1773,
where the final year has a fixed tithes sum of 29.725 barrels.
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Tithes development in Firneboberg 1730-1775 (barrels of reduced grain)
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Remark: please note that the final year, 1773, shows the fixed tithes sum of 29.725 barrels.

From 1740 the parishes in Véastmanland show a splintered picture in which the extract sometimes
agrees with the tithes lists’ sums and sometimes does not. The following table summarises where the
database’s tithes information is collected from. “R” in the table means that the tithes in the extracts
are with excess measure which is why the tithes volumes have been taken from the tithes lists and
refer to levelled-off measures. “S” stands for levelled-off measures and in these cases the extracts
agree with the tithes lists. For the parishes (the overwhelming majority) that are not to be found in
the table the tithes lists’ straight — levelled-off — measures have agreed with the extracts’ sums. For
Romfartuna, the information for 1740 in the database is multiplied by 36/32, which results in the
same figures as in the tithes lists’ levelled-off volumes.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

In Vistmanland county during the entire perioden the measures barrels, Swedish firkins and kappes
were used. Tithes are shown mainly in the measures barrels and Swedish firkins.
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Vistmanland parishes and years shown with excess measure (R) in the extracts, but
levelled-off measure (S) in the tithes lists

Socken

I ||| |2 |22 |E|E|2 |8 & &
- = =] - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Romfartuna R|R |R |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix |fix
Skerike RIR |R |S S S S S S S S S S S S S
Odensvi R|R |R |R R R R R R R fix | fix | fix | fix | fix
Medéker S|R |R |R R R R R R R R R R S fix
Satterbo R|R |R |R R R R R R R R R R R R | fix
Kungs-Barkar6 | S | R | R | R R R S fix
Malma S|R |R |R R R S S S R fix
Skedvi R|S |R |R R | fix |fix |fix |fix |fix | fix
Bro S|R |R |R R S S R R R | fix
Skinnskatteberg | S | R | R | R R S R S S S S S S S S S
Gunnilbo S|IR |R |R S S R S S S S R S S S S
Hed SIS |R |R S S S S S S R R S S S S
Norberg S|R |R |S S S S S S S R S S S S S
Vistanfors SIR |R |S S S S S S S R S S S S S
Visteréla R|R |R |S S S S S S S R S S S S S
Féarneboberg R|R |R |R R R R R R R R R S R R R
Visterfarnebo R|R | R |fix
Sala sn R|R |R |S R R R R S S S S S S S S

Remark: R= excess measure in extract. S= levelled-off measure in extract. In the tithes lists, levelled-off
measure is always given both in calculations based on numbers of stooks for each peasant farmer and in the
summation of the tithes lists.

Harvest estimates

Harvest estimates have been made in the usual way in the project — based on the crown’s
proportion, the entire tithes have been possible to calculate, multiplied by 10, further
multiplied by 1.1 to compensate for reductions downwards at tithes taxation and finally
marked up for tithes-exempt farms based on mantals of land. The same factors for the
marking-up have been used as Palm suggested for the time around 1690 in a previous
work.?*¢ The estimate is based on estimated harvests around 1665 that have been successively
marked up according to yearly average indices for tithes from the county’s bailiwicks (the
database’s index 1665=100). Up until and including 1749, the estimates build on information
from all the bailiwicks, and thereafter, the estimates are more uncertain. There is the
possibility to extend the estimates further a decade or two forwards in time based on the
parishes that then still held onto adjustable tithes, but this demands a more thorough analysis
than has been possible within the present project. The estimates in the following diagram
until and including 1765, are when we still have tithes information from five of the county’s
bailiwicks.

246 Palm 2012.
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Estimated harvests in Vistmanland county in 1665-1765 (barrels of reduced grain)
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The following diagram shows in index form the tithes’ development in the whole of Vastmanland
county in the period 1665-1765.

Tithes in Vistmanland county in 1665-1765 (reduced grain; index 1665=100)
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The conclusion for grain development in Védstmanland county is therefore that grain production
suffered great difficulties during the latter part of the 1600s and the first decades of the 1700s. From
the 1720s onwards, grain production increased and the 1730s and 40s saw a circa 20 % higher figure
for grain production compared with the 1660s. We are doubtful about whether the very much greater
volumes in the 1750s and onwards can be said to be representative for the development in the whole
of Vistmanland, since the number of parishes that then remain are so few.

Harvests in Vistmanland 1665-1765 (reduced grain; index 1665=100)

Xxxxxxxx Ligg in indextabellen hir TYVARR. JAG VET INTE VAR DESSA FILER FINNS.

Variables in the database ”Viastmanland”

The file ”Grunddata”
Year
County
Bailiwick
District
Parish A = parish divisions according to source material
Parish B = ditto, with parishes divided step by step set under the original parish’s name
Wheat tithes in decibarrels
Rye tithes in decibarrels
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Barley tithes in decibarrels

Grain tithes (rye + barley) in decibarrels

Mixed grain tithes in decibarrels

Oats tithes in decibarrels

Pea tithes in decibarrels

Total tithes in unreduced decibarrels

Total tithes in decibarrels reduced straw grain

Estimated Crown tithes in decibarrels reduced ren straw grain

Estimated harvest in decibarrels reduced ren straw grain

Index (1665=100)

Sources

Remarks

Factor for marking up according to Palm (1690) = marking-up factor for exempt farm
according to Palm 2012

Key to sources
Hegardt, Excerpter, Uppsala universitet, Ekonomisk historiska institutionen

RA = Riksarkivet

RA, Lénsrikenskaperna, Hedvig Eleonoras Livgeding 1661-1718

RA, Lénsrdakenskaperna, Vistmanlands 1dn

RA, Lénsrdakenskaperna, Vistmanlands 14n verifikationer

SSA, Barnhuset = Stockholms barnhus, Huvudbocker, Stockholms stadsarkiv
ULA = Landsarkivet i Uppsala

ULA, Lénsstyrelsen i Vastmanlands ldn, Landskontoret
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Oland

Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions

This province had been included in Kalmar county since 1634 but in 1654-1680 in queen Kristina’s
“livgeding”, a so-called Life estate that the queen received after her abdication. The island was
fiscally divided into two bailiwicks, the Northern and Southern (Sw. Olands Norra, Olands sédra
mot). Runsten parish was divided between these two and the parts are called in the project database
Runsten N and Runsten S respectively. Kopinge parish appears sometimes in the source materials as
two parts. These parts’ tithes have been added together. Between 1819 and 1826, the island was an
independent county but apart from that belonged to Kalmar county since 1680.

Source materials
Parish-wise tithes information and extracts have been preserved for the period of the Life estate in
the central National Archives.?*

From a note in the archives mentioned, it emerges that Oland’s ”intrader”, incomes, in 1683
were taken over from the queen’s Life estate by the crown against remuneration in, then Swedish,
Bremen (in today’s Germany). For the time after 1683, no tithes information has been found in this
archive.

Information has also been sought in the county accounts for Kalmar county in the National
Archives. The accounts are very damaged and missing completely for several periods. Only a few
years have been possible to excerpt.

The duplicate copy of the county accounts has been relatively well preserved in the Kalmar
county government’s county accounts office in the Vadstena regional National Archives. For our
period of investigation, only the ledgers and verifications are missing for the years 1683 and 1684.
However, it emerged that tithes information for one or the other bailiwick might be missing for
certain years. Explanations may be that verifications had not been handed in, that they had been
bound wrongly or that I did not find them in the volumes that for certain years are several thousand
pages long.

In this investigation it emerged that the county accounts’ tithes extract for Oland from our
period had been put in with the verifications, not as in many other places in the country in the county
ledgers.

Tithes information for some years has also been found in the island’s two district scribes’
archives also kept in the Vadstena regional National Archives.

The Vadstena Soldiers’ home accounts in the War archives, now a part of the central National
archives, have also provided bailiwick sums for the 40™ part of the tithes from Oland that were
handed in to the Soldiers’ home.?*° Of the tithes extract for 1670 in the Governor general’s archive
over queen Kristina’s Life estate it emerges that the Soldiers’ home charge for at least 1669 was
estimated based on the whole of the unreduced tithes sum, i.e. completely in accordance with the
regulations.?” There is no reason to believe that the method of calculation was any different during
earlier and later years. Some years I have found information about the Soldiers’ home charge in

247 In Kungliga arkiv, Generalguvernementets for drottning Kristinas underh&llslinder, rdkenskaper och handlingar,
archive list 71 1-2. A bailiwick sum for 1676 has been found in Generalguvernementets for drottning Kristinas
underhallslidnder, rakenskaper och handlingar, archive list 541.

24 Krigskollegium, Krigsmanshuskontoret, KrA. Three series exist from and including 1683 and onwards: 1)
Koncepthuvudbocker (G I a), 2) Renskrivna huvudbdcker (G I b) and for the whole period 3) Verifikationer till
huvudbdcker (G I ¢).

230 Kungl. arkiv, Generalguvernorens dver drottning Kristians underhallslinder, K569, s. 115, RA.
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currency. I have interpreted this as the Soldiers’ home being paid in money per barrel according to
the price that was decided for bad harvest and expensive times on the Crown’s peasant farms from
and including 1684, i.e. 9 daler kopparmynt = 3 daler silvermynt.?!

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
During the whole period of investigation, estimates refer to barrels with 6 sképpas to the barrel,
certain parts of periods also with skidppe firkins, of which there were 4 to the sképpa.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

I have interpreted the material as that the extracts, as is often stated in the headings, are summings-up
from tithes lists and that they refer to the number of levelled-off barrels of tithes estimated in the
fields. When the tithes were handed in to the tithe barns, the tithes givers have also had to hand in the
statutory excess measure. This is not accounted for explicitly in the extracts, but I have drawn the
conclusion that levelled-off barrels and barrels with excess measures are interchangeable
numerically.

Tithes systems

In connection with fixed tithes setting it was stated in 1717 that * hereto in the whole of Oland Tithes
have been paid according to the yearly growth and tithes counting in the fields”.?>> The Crown tithes
in Oland amounted to 2/3 of the total tithes.

The earliest tithes information does not say anything about test threshing etc. However, in a
tithes list from 1675 it emerges that test threshing had at least taken place then at which grain was
estimated in “loads” (Sw. lass) and excess measures in stooks (Sw. trave). The county accounts
office’s list for 1705 shows once again test threshing, with as a rule one threshing result per village.
In the 1700s lists it is regularly noted that counting and test threshing have taken place correctly. Of
the few preserved older lists, those for 1679 and 1680 mention nothing about test threshing, which
naturally does not exclude that this has occurred. For 1706, there are however unsummed-up tithes
lists for both bailiwicks that give a template-like impression, with the same tithes amount often listed
for all the individual farms in a village. One must thus assume that tithes information can be of
varying quality between the years.

Fixed tithes settings
Oland was given fixed tithes in 1718, so the last year with harvest-dependent tithes was thus 1717.2%3
Database
For Oland, the project database’s basic data consists of parish data where this has been available.
Where this has not been the case, a “bailiwick sum”, most often based on the Soldiers’ home barrel,
has been used.

For 1677 and 1678, certain parishes are missing in the extracts, — they are Vickleby, Resmo,
Glomminge, Gérdby and the Southern bailiwick’s part of Runsten parish. Perhaps this has to do with
the Danish plundering of the island in August 1677 (see below).

B! Kungl. Maj:ts nddigaste forordning och reglemente for dess betjcinte under militien och landsstaten 4/1 1684 samt
Kungl. Maj:ts nadige forklaring 6ver ndgre punkter uti den 5 januari 1684 utgdngne reglemente 7/4 1685, § I11. In 1671,
Oland according to the Soldiers’ home ledgers had not handed in its accounts in time, for which they were fined 20
barrels and debited tithes on a discretionary basis. From these debited tithes for the whole of Oland, I have subtracted the
known real Soldiers” home barrel for the Southern bailiwick, and thereby estimated the tithes of the Northern bailiwick.
232 Kalmar lénsstyrelses arkiv, landskontoret, Handlingar angdende tionde 1701-1749, VALA.

253 Kalmar lins landskontor, landsboksverifikationer 1718, 1719, VALA.
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Harvest estimates

In the database, the harvest estimates for Oland have primarily been made according to parish-wise
information, but where this has been missing, from bailiwick information. It has been done in the
usual way by multiplying the Crown tithes, here by 15, a multiplication by 1.1 to compensate for
roundings-off downwards when tithes were measured, and finally a supplement for tithes-exempt
farms. The existence of these latter has for the sake of simplicity been assumed to be unchanged in
1665-1717. In the tithes lists for Oland in 1717, no farms are named that through privileges were
exempt in the southern bailiwick. Ottenby royal manor in As parish must be assumed to have been in
use during this period. The farm was later taxed at 7.75 mantals. From tithes information in 1717 for
the Northern bailiwick, it emerges that Borgholm castle barn, Horn royal farm in Hogby, both
without assessed to mantals, and Halltorp manor in Hogsrum parish, assessed at 1 mantal, did not
give tithes. Borgholm royal farm in the Northern bailiwick’s Rapplinge parish was in due course set
at 5.75 mantals, Horn royal barn at 4 mantals. This meant altogether 7.75 and 10.75 exempt mantals
respectively in each respective bailiwick. To this was added the exempt vicarages that have been
taken from Martin Linde’s assessments for 1750. Harvest estimates have occurred through marking
up tithes from the parish average by the just-mentioned factors.?* The harvest estimates’ results at
the bailiwick level are shown in the following diagram:

25 Martin Linde 2012, Rosenberg 1881-1883. The mantal for Horn royal farm has been taken from Ahstrand 1765. Part
of the royal farm equivalent to about 1 mantal had in the 1500s been transferred to Hogby from Persnés parish.
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Estimated harvests for Oland’s bailiwicks 1665-1717 (barrels of reduced grain)
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In the following diagram, harvest estimates are shown in index form:

Harvest index for Oland 1665-1717 (1665=100)
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Oland agriculture was hit by several setbacks during the period of investigation. Some information
about these has been found in the source material:
In “Réckning for Ohlands Arendet” (1670-1672), bad harvests are mentioned for 1670.2%
For ten days in August 1677, Danish troops pillaged the island. Three-quarters of the farms
were affected. As compensation from the crown, many farms were given a number of free years.?>

255 Kungl. arkiv, Generalguvernorens dver drottning Kristians underhallslinder, K585, RA.
236 Bjorlin, 1885 s. 203 ff.
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The investigation that was soon made by the authorities has left behind a comprehensive agricultural
statistical material that I presented in an earlier work.?’

In a list among the Kalmar county accounts office’s ledgers and verifications in 1698, the
1690s development is described in this way: “... the hard years of bad harvests have now lasted so
long, as well as the fact that fishing in the Baltic has been bad, which both parts, here in this place,
are the most important foods for the peasantry ...”. It has not been possible to collect comprehensive
unpaid taxes “so that the farms may be preserved”; for that reason, the farmer is saved from
execution when he has according to his best ability done and paid as much as he possibly can, since
from those who are still owing, no other possessions exist than only their oxen and cows that they
unavoidably must have for their farming ...”

257 Palm 2012, bilaga 3.
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Harvest index for Oland’s bailiwicks 1665-1717 (1665 = 100)

Northern Southern 1691 82 98
Year | bailiwick bailiwick 1692 82 69
1665 100 100 1693 68 66
1666 87 65 1694 120 67
1667 129 101 1695 95
1668 185 153 1696 16 13
1669 121 92 1697 9
1670 81 67 1698 9
1671 87 91 1699 100 71
1672 82 87 1700 76 81
1673 79 78 1701 120 71
1674 78 83 1702
1675 124 119 1703 118
1676 67 86 1704 144 120
1677 48 39 1705 146 115
1678 83 71 1706 137 104
1679 76 86 1707 143 106
1680 141 133 1708 156 119
1681 110 104 1709 75 88
1682 99 115 1710 103 107
1683 99 91 1711 110 88
1634 1712 82 93
1685 99 108 1713 76 76
1686 133 95 1714 64 62
1687 93 93 1715 139 112
1688 93 92 1716 143 101
1689 92 96 1717 96 64
1690 118

Variables in the database ”Oland”
The page ”Grunddata”

Ar=Year

Lan 1913 = County 1913

Fogderi = Bailiwick

Hérad = District

Socken = Parish

Vetetionde i decitunnor = Wheat tithes in decibarrels
Ragtionde i decitunnorr = Rye tithes in decibarrels
Korntionde 1 deditunnor = Barley tithes in decibarrels
Spannmalstionde i decitunnor = Grain tithes in decibarrels
Beréknat totalt tionde 1 decitunnor ren sdd = Estimated total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain
Skordeberdkning = Harvest estimate

Skordeindex (1665=100) = Harvest index (1665=100)
Kalla = Sources
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Key to sources

Generalguvernementets for drottning Kristinas underhdllsldnder rdkenskaper och handlingar,
Volym VIII, RA

Hskr Norra motet, VALA = Héradsskrivarens i Olands norra mot arkiv, VALA

Kalmar landskontor, Ella, verifikationer, VALA = Kalmar ldnsstyrelses landskontor, volym
Ella, verifikationer, VALA

Kgl arkiv, Genguv Kristinas underhallsldnder, RA = Kungliga arkiv, Generalguvernérens
over drottning Kristinas underhallsldnder, RA

Kgl arkiv, Genguv Kristinas underhallslédnder,"Kapitalbok", RA = Kungliga arkiv,
Generalguverndrens over drottning Kristinas underhéllslédnder,"Kapitalbok", RA

Krigsmanshuset i KrA, anger bara 40-delen, multiplicerats har = Krigskollegium,
Krigsmanshuskontoret, huvudbdcker or verifikationer in KrA, only gives the Soldier’s
home’s 40th of the unreduced tithes, figures here multiplied by 40 to give total Crown's
part of total tithes.

Krigsmanshuset i KrA, anger hela tiondet = Krigskollegium, Krigsmanshuskontoret,
huvudbdcker or verifikationer 1 KrA, gives total tithes.

Krigsmanshuset KrA = Krigskollegium, Krigsmanshuskontoret, huvudbocker or
verifikationer, KrA

Landsbok 1683 enl tiondeinspektorns langd = Léansrdakenskaper, Kalmar l4n, landsbok,1683,
RA

Lansrdk verif RA= Lénsrdkenskaper, Kalmar 14n, verifikationer, RA

KrA = National War Archives, now part of RA

RA = Riksarkivet (central National archives, Stockholm)

VALA = Vadstena landsarkiv (regional National archives, Vadstena)
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Orebro
Erik Hallberg

Administrative divisions
Orebro county, or rather Nirke-Virmland county, included the two provinces of Nirke and
Virmland as well as parts of Dalsland and Véstmanland between 1654 and 1779.

Nérke consisted of the parishes of Asker, Edsberg, Glanshammar, Grimsten, Hardemo,
Kumla, Skéllersta, Sundbo and Orebro. Virmland consisted of the parishes of Fryksdal,
Gillberg, Grums, Josse, Karlskoga mining district (“bergslag”™), Karlstad, Kil, Nordmark
(belonged originally with the exception of Sillerud parish to the province of Dalsland), Nyed,
Nis, Visnum, Vise, Alvdal and Olme. To this were added some parishes in Vistmanland:
Fellingsbro, Nasby and Ervalla; Linde and Ramsberg; Ljusnarsberg (Nya Kopparberg); Nora,
Hjulsjo and Jarnboas as well as Grythyttan and Héllefors. The first three parishes formed a
district under the name Fellingsbro. The others formed four separate districts (four “bergslag”,
mining districts). In the preserved source materials over tithes, these four mining districts are
accounted for under the collective name Orebro Bergslag. In addition to this mining district,
Orebro county also included Virmland Bergslag (also called Firnebo district, Virmlandsberg
or Filipstad mining district), which included the parishes of Farnebo, Kroppa, Lungsund and
Filipstad town; furthermore Karlskoga Bergslag, which consisted of the parishes Karlskoga
and Bjurtjarn; and finally Lekebergslagen, which covered parts of the parishes of Kvistbro,
Knista, Hidinge (all in Edsberg district) and Kil, Tysslinge, Vintrosa (all in Orebro district).
The tithe was reported both for these parishes separately, but also collectively for
Lekebergslagen.

In 1665, Orebro county was divided into four bailiwicks (“fogderier”) and a mining
district independent from them in terms of tithes, namely Orebro Bergslag. Nirke fell into two
bailiwicks, Osternirke and Visternirke. (Orebro Bergslag was a separate entity from these
bailiwicks and its tithe was reported separately). Unlike Orebro Bergslag, Lekebergslagen was
under Visternirke before 1670. Fellingsbro district in the province of Véstmanland was in
turn part of the bailiwick Osternirke. So much for Nirke and the Vistmanland parishes
belonging to Orebro county.

Virmland was (in 1665) divided into the bailiwicks Ostersysslet and Vistersysslet, with
Virmlands Bergslag included in the former (throughout the period studied). Karlskoga
Bergslag (in the province of Varmland), on the other hand, was included in Vésternédrke
before 1670, as was Lekebergslagen. In 1682, the bailiwick Mellansysslet was formed by
breaking off the parishes of Nis, Grums and Karlstad from Vistersysslet and the parishes of
Kil and Alvdal from Ostersysslet. From this year there were thus three bailiwicks in Virmland
and five bailiwicks (in addition to Orebro Bergslag) totally in the county. In the database, the
older bailiwick divisions have been entered.

Gradually, parishes emerged because of breakaways from older parishes.?*® As a rule,
these “breakaway parishes” paid tithes together with the parishes to which the areas as such
had previously belonged. The tithe for the following parishes?>® are therefore not separately

238 The parish history in this paragraph builds on Skatteverkets ”Forteckning (Sveriges forsamlingar genom
tiderna)”,
http://www.skatteverket.se/privat/folkbokforing/omfolkbokforing/folkbokforingigaridag/sverigesforsamlingarge
nomtiderna/forteckning.4.18e1b10334ebe8bc80003999.html, (2015-12-15).

2% Parishes formed later than 1727 are not named in the list above. Of these may perhaps be named Nordmark
(formed in 1731 from Farneboparish) in Varmland mining district and Bo (formed in 1735 from Svennevad
parish) in Skollersta district, that are both included in our database for the county’s tithes.
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reported in the source material, but must be assumed to belong to the parishes from which
they were once broken off: Jirnbods (broken off from Nora parish in 1660) in Orebro
Bergslag; Brattfors (formed in 1661 from Nyed parish — probably an exception from the main
rule, as the parish’s tithe is instead of under Nyed reported under Fdrnebo parish) in
Virmland Bergslag; Gasborn (formed in 1693 from Féarnebo parish) in Varmland Bergslag;
Hiillefors (broken out in 1644 from Grythyttans parish) in Orebro Bergslag; Hogerud (formed
in 1646 by breaking out from Stavnds parish) in Gillberg district; Borgvik (formed in 1716
from Grums parish) in Grums district; Mangskog (formed in 1705 from Brunskog parish) in
Josse district; Ransdter (formed in 1670 from Ovre Ullerud parish) in Kil district; Sunnemo
(formed in 1653 from Rdda parish) in Alvdal district; and Viistra Amtervik (formed by
breaking off in 1674 from Amtervik parish — the remaining part of the parish was then called
Ostra Amtervik) in Fryksdal district (with the exception of the years 1690-94 when
information is available for both Viistra and Ostra Amtervik).

There are some peculiarities. The tithe for two parishes with older origins than the
1600s, Odeby in Glanshammar district and Ramundeboda in Grimsten district, are not
accounted for separately until 1689 and 1690 respectively. In the case of Odeby, the reason is
that the entire parish was previously under a manor and thus did not pay any Crown tithe.?®°
Ramundeboda, on the other hand, does not seem to be part of Viby parish, which it was
broken out of in 1587. According to Hannerberg, this may be due to the fact that the tithe was
previously allocated to the parish vicar “at a convenient time”.?%! The same applies to
Skagershult (formed before 1647 from Tangerdsa parish) in Edsberg district, which tithe was
not reported between 1676 and 1689. The tithe for this parish does not seem to have been
included in Tdngerdsa in these years. The tithe for this parish does not decrease during the
period by an amount that would correspond to the tithe in Skagershult.?®* The opposite case is
the parish of Grédsmark (or Grdsmarken) in Fryksdal district. This was only formed in 1751
by breaking away from the Sunne parish, but curiously seem to have paid the tithe separately
from Sunne already in 1691-94. The fact that Crown tithes began to be recorded for certain
parishes around 1689 and 1690 probably reflects new instructions for court clerks from the
previous years.?%® Further special cases are the parishes of Kroppa and Lungsund in Virmland
Bergslag, which were formed by the breaking out from Fdrnebo parish in 1624 and 1643
respectively. The tithes of these parishes were not reported under Fdrnebo parish, nor
separately, but instead together in a separate entry. The same applies to the cases of Ldngbro
and Ansta in Orebro district as well as Ervalla and Nésby in Fellingsbro district, even though
all these parishes are old, of medieval origin.

In most cases the tithe of the towns is not reported separately. The tithes of Askersund
and Karlstad towns are most probably included in their respective surrounding rural parishes;
the tithes of Nora and Lindesberg towns are certainly included in theirs. The only towns to
pay freestanding tithes are Kristinehamn and Orebro.

From 1698 the tithes for five parishes in the bailiwick of Osterniirke — Asker,
Glanshammar and Vintrosa as well as Almby and Norrbyds — were no longer reported in the
regular tithes extracts for Osternirke as the tithe from these parishes were entrusted to the
provost of Orebro (before 1635) and to Stringnis gymnasium (from about 1650). From 1698,
an inspector from outside the regular system counted and collected the tithes.?%* In practice,
this meant that the tithes for the five parishes were (at best) recorded on separate papers

260 Legerstedt 1973, s. 98.

261 Hannerberg 1941, s. 196.
262 r

263 Hannerberg 1941, s. 196. )
264 Quoted from the tithes extract for Osterniirke in 1713.
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(usually) in the verifications.?®> Such distribution has previously been mentioned for the
parishes Odeby and Ramundeboda (see above). Moreover, the tithes from the parishes of
Grive, Mosjo, Hovsta, Ansta and Léingbro were — possible ever since the beginning of the
1600s — were entrusted, in this case to Orebro hospital, but without their disappearing from
the tithes extracts. All these parishes (apart from Odeby, Ramundeboda and Skagershulft) had
variable tithes even later than 1727 (see below).

Source materials

The Orebro crown accounts have some gaps. It has therefore been necessary to search through
the county accounts in the National Archives as well as the county office’s source material in
the Uppsala regional national archives. The easiest to work with was the preserved county
accounts at the National Archives, where tithes extracts (as a rule) were found at the end of
the summary of incomes and costs in the county accounts (“ldnsrdkenskaper”). Unfortunately,
the gaps in the series were numerous due to damaged books — according to the National
Archives’ personal mostly caused by mold. County accounts are available for the following
years: 1668—1669, 1671-1673, 1675, 1680-1681, 1684-1686, 1691-1693, 1695, 1698, 1701,
1705-1706, 1711-1713, 1715, 1717-1719, 1721-1722, 1724—-1727. For other years, | have
used the county office’s copies of the county accounts, kept at the regional national archives
in Uppsala. The exact place in this material where tithe information at parish level was found
varied. This material is also subject to gaps. Apparently, tithes extracts for one or several
bailiwicks appear only sporadically from the late 1730s onwards. (The work with the county
accounts office’s material was also complicated by the lack of references from the county
accounts to the verifications).

In cases where information on tithes is missing even after reviewing the county
accounts, the database’s series has been supplemented with information from the Orphanage
(“Barnhuset”) archives in Stockholm, kept at the Stockholm city archives. The Orphanage
was allowed a fortieth part of the Crown tithes from every parish. In the cases investigated,
the tithe delivered to the Orphanage was registered at the bailiwick level. To fill gaps,
information from this archive has been retrieved for the years 1665-1666, 1670, 1674 and
1676—-1677; 1683 (only data from the Varmland part of the county); 1689, 1721 and 1723
(only Osternirke); 1700 (only from Nya Kopparberg); and finally, 1726 (only from Leke- and
Karlskoga Bergslag and Orebro Bergslag). (In the database, for the year 1678, information is
only available at the bailiwick level for Vistersysslet and Ostersysslet, but these have been
retrieved from the county accounts and not the Orphanage archives. The same applies for
1688 and Orebro Bergslag, Visternirke and Osterniirke). For 1665, it has been possible to
retrieve information from excerpts by Lotta Leijonhufvud made for an earlier study. For 1666,
there is no information in the Orphanage archives for the whole of Nérke. However,
information for most of the parishes in Nirke has been found in the county verifications.

As for the “the Stringnis parishes”, Asker, Glanshammar and Vintrosa, and “the Orebro
provost’s parishes”, Almby and Norrbyas, they are, fortunately, as a rule reported separately
in the Orphanage archive materials and not together with the bailiwick of Osterniirke. For “the
Stréangnés parishes”, information from the Orphanage has been used for the years 1700, 1702—
1704 and 1725; for “the Orebro provost’s parishes” for the years 1702—1704, 1712 and 1725
(before 1728).

Often, the tithes of the county’s towns are included together with their respective
surrounding rural parish. Unlike several other counties in the project, efforts have been made
to include the towns in the various calculations made.

265 Hannerberg has gaps for 1702, 1711 and 1715 and 1702, 1706, 1715 and 1719 respectively for the “Stringnis
parishes” and “the Orebro provost’s parishes” respectively, see Hannerberg 1941, p. 197. Just these years have in
this project been possible to find information for through the archives of the Orphanage in Stockholm.
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Tithes system

The tithe system in Orebro county for the period under study has been discussed by David
Hannerberg.2%® With the exception of the Ostersysslet bailiwick in Virmland, the crown kept
two thirds and the clergy one third of the tithe. In Ostersysslet the clergy kept half.?®” Test
threshing seems according to random samples have taken place at the village/hamlet level®®3,
but in some cases at the farm level?®’.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel
In Orebro County, tithes were generally calculated in barrels, Swedish firkins and “kappes” (1
barrel = 8 firkins = 32 kappes).

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

The database’s tithe data for Orebro County refer to barrels without the excess measure
(“ragan”). When in some material barrels with excess measures are shown, they correspond in
number to the barrels without excess measures in the tithe lengths. (For this relationship, see
the introduction to this report.)

Fixed tithes
In 1728, a fixed tithe was introduced in many parts of Orebro county. The calculation method
behind the fixed tithe (in Nirke) has been described by Hannerberg.?”°

In certain parishes, however, variable, that is harvest-related, tithing continued. These
are mainly towns, parishes near towns or mining parishes (“bergslags”-parishes). What these
parishes have in common is that they are not particularly interesting from the point of view of
the harvest, since the cultivation of grains was given lower priority and/or operated under
special conditions — I am thinking here, among other things, of the town’s good access to
manure — which made these parishes special. The towns are therefore not commented upon
further here.

Other parishes are more interesting for this project, to start with the above-mentioned
mentioned parishes in Osternirke. “The Stringnis parishes” Asker, Glanshammar and
Vintrosa had variable tithes until 1735; “the Orebro provost’s parishes”, Almby and Norrbyds,
until 1752. “The Orebro hospitals parishes” also had variable tithes for a longer period of
time: Léingbro and Ansta until (at least) 1752 (with the exception of 1736—1740); Grdve until
1751 (with the exception for 1736—1740); Mosjé until 1736 (variable again in 1746, but fixed
the year after); Hovsta until 1735 (just like Mosjé variable again from 1746, but fixed from
1749). In addition to these granted parishes in Osternirke, Gdllersta parish in Skollersta
district had variable tithes until and including 1735. In Vésternirke, only Tdngerdsa had
variable tithes after 1727 — in this case until 1737. So much for Narke.

In Virmland and Ostersysslet, apart from mining district parishes and towns, the
parishes Nyed, Olme, Visnum and Rudskoga had variable tithes after 1727. Due to gaps in the
material (see below) it is in some cases difficult to determine when this ceased. Apparently,
Nyed received a fixed tithe in 1755, while Olme, Visnum and Rudskoga received it in 1744.2"!

266 Hannerberg 1941.

267 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 297.

268 Certain parishes in Osternérke and Visternirke in 1666; Glanshammar and Vintrosa in 1701; Almby and
Glanshammar in 1713 and 1715.

269 Almby parish 1727.

270 Hannerberg 1941, p. 198-9.

271 More closely the 20 August this year, a fixed list was set up.
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In Mellansysslet, the four parishes Frykerud, Nedre Ullerud, Stora Kil and Ovre Ullerud in
Kil district, had a variable tithe until 1744. No parish in Vistersysslet had a variable tithe after
1727.272

In some cases, tithes became variable once again in parishes where enee fixed tithes had
been once introduced. Due to the time frame of the project, this could not be systematically
investigated. However, some cases have been discovered and included in the database. This
applies to certain Bergslag parishes (and in particular Linde and Nora town parishes), which
are not commented on further here. In addition to these, Almby and Norrbyds (“the Orebro
provost’s parishes”) and Gdllersta, were again given a variable tithe in 1780. Furthermore,
Ansta and Léingbro had a variable tithe for shorter or longer periods during the 1750s, 1760s
and 1770s (and still in 1782). A special study of individual parishes’ tithes in the county
during the latter part of the 1700s could reconstruct even longer series than has been feasible
within the framework of this project.

The series for the parishes with harvest-dependant tithes after 1727 are unfortunately
disturbed by gaps. These are due to the lack of tithes lists in the county verifications during
the late 1730s and from the 1740s for one or more parishes. The extent to which individual
parishes that receive fixed tithes again return to variable tithes at a later stage than after a
couple of years has, as mentioned, not been investigated within the framework of the study.

Harvest estimates
Harvest estimates have been made based on a calculation from the whole tithe resulting from
the Crown’s share of the tithe. The total tithe has thereafter been multiplied by 10, and
thereafter by 1.1 to adjust for rounding down when the tithe was being measured. Finally, a
calculation has been done in the usual way for tithes-exempt farms based on the mantals of
land (“mantalet”). Palm’s marking-up factors, for Narke based on Hannerberg’s work for the
time around 1690, for the rest of the county from an earlier work by Palm, have been used.?”?
The results are shown at the province level in the following diagram.

It should be noted that no attempt has been made here to estimate individual missing
parish data. This means that in some years the curve may be slightly underestimated.

It is moreover possible to extend the calculations a further decade forward in time based
on the parishes that then still retained variable tithes, but this requires a more detailed analysis
than is possible within the framework of this project.

272 In a number of cases the information above goes against information in Martin Linde 2012 and Hannerberg
1941 respectively.
273 Palm 2012; Hannerberg 1941, p. 233 f.
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Estimated harvests in Niirke and Virmland 1665-1727 (barrels of reduced grain)
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Harvest estimates have also been made from indices. Parish-wise information on the counties has
been found first for 1667. The years 1665 and 1666 thus lack parish-wise tithes information. To
create an index base for the desired starting year 1665, the 1666 and 1665 index per parish has been
estimated from the index for Varmland and Nérke, respectively, from province-specific figures for
the tithe that exist for all three years 1665, 1666 and 1667.27* This is of course a simplification since
individual parishes have probably deviated from the province index. However, I consider the relative
development of the following years sufficiently realistic to be accepted for lack of better data. In the
diagram, we are dealing with the average index for each province. At this level, possibly strongly
deviating figures for small parishes play a less of a role than at the bailiwick (“f6gderi”) level, not to
mention the district (“hérad”) levels. A few parishes have not been assigned an index. This applies to
Vintrosa, Glanshammar, Asker, Almby and Norrbyas whose tithes were granted at certain times. The
index for the Bergslag parishes Hjulsjo, Nya Kopparberg (= Ljusnarsberg) and Grythyttan as well as
Ramsberg are uncertain since the clergy there for at least 1679 and an unclear number of years
onwards seem to have been allowed to keep the entire tithes.?”®

As can be seen by the bars in the chart, the number of “variable” parishes decreases after 1727.
After this year, however, a smaller number of parishes continued with traditional tithes estimates. In
the diagram I have continued the index calculation until 1749.

Harvests in Niarke and Viarmland 1665-1749 (index 1665=100)

™

i ...

Using the database, index charts can easily be produced at the bailiwick or district levels. One should
be aware that any strongly deviating indices for small parishes can have a major impact on, for
example, a district index. Here median values would have been a better alternative, but no such
values have been calculated in the database.

274 For Virmland, the 1665 tithes in the parishes have been calculated as 0.9109 * 1667 parish information, and the 1666
tithes as 1.0882; for Néarke the equivalent multiplicators have been 1.1390 and 0.9394 respectively.

275 In 1694, the tithe list in the margin for Grythyttan notes that “the vicar enjoys all the crown grain that is harvested”.
Grythyttan reports 24 barrels unreduced in both 1694 and 1695, but in 1691, 31 barrels 6 Swedish firkins; in 1693, 52
barrels 4 firkins 19/24 kappes; in 1696, 30 barrels; in 1697, 28 barrels 4 firkins 2 kappes; in 1698, 55 barrels 4 firkins 3
kappes and in 1699, 53 barrels 7 firkins 2 2/3 kappes. Variable tithes are accounted for here even though the vicar is
allowed to keep everything (possibly, however, the tithe in 1695 is not related to harvest). For Hjulsjo in 1694 is written
that “the vicar enjoys as much as is harvested”. In Hjulsjo, too, the tithe is still related to the harvest, while the vicar
received the entire tithe.
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Estimated harvests in Nirke and Virmland (index 1665=100)

Nirke Virmland Virmland and Nirke
Year Average of Number of Average of Number of Average of | Number of
indices parishes indices parishes indices parishes

1665 100 56 100 76 100 132
1666 89 36 131 2 91 38
1667 89 45 110 65 101 110
1668 102 45 117 66 111 111
1669 92 45 140 66 120 111
1670 103 4 156 2 121 6
1671 84 45 158 66 128 111
1672 75 45 140 66 114 111
1673 57 45 130 66 100 111
1674 65 4 121 2 84 6
1675 77 45 124 65 105 110
1676 106 4 140 2 118 6
1677 56 4 99 2 70 6
1678 68 42 128 3 72 45
1679 89 42 132 65 115 107
1680 103 42 145 68 129 110
1681 86 40 158 68 131 108
1682 106 41 153 68 135 109
1683 101 42 126 27 111 69
1684 83 42 113 68 101 110
1685 148 42 156 67 153 109
1686 94 42 142 67 123 109
1687 105 42 167 67 143 109
1688 85 5 120 64 118 69
1689 114 40 150 64 136 104
1690 112 47 133 63 124 110
1691 132 45 151 69 143 114
1692 123 46 170 66 150 112
1693 83 43 102 45 93 88
1694 115 44 151 67 137 111
1695 75 42 115 65 99 107
1696 100 46 131 65 118 111
1697 57 45 87 65 75 110
1698 71 44 118 65 99 109
1699 108 47 105 66 106 113
1700 115 44 142 63 131 107
1701 106 46 100 63 103 109
1702 104 44 144 64 128 108
1703 88 45 123 65 108 110
1704 111 45 151 58 134 103
1705 80 45 99 66 91 111
1706 89 43 125 65 110 108
1707 79 45 108 66 96 111
1708 71 45 131 65 106 110
1709 51 42 117 66 91 108
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1710 82 43 135 64 113 107
1711 100 44 127 64 116 108
1712 100 46 111 63 106 109
1713 122 44 133 63 128 107
1714 93 45 94 66 94 111
1715 112 46 166 64 144 110
1716 120 45 146 64 135 109
1717 81 45 113 66 100 111
1718 84 45 134 65 114 110
1719 77 45 77 66 77 111
1720 120 45 130 66 126 111
1721 91 46 98 66 96 112
1722 102 46 135 66 122 112
1723 78 46 105 66 94 112
1724 100 46 144 65 125 111
1725 102 45 159 66 136 111
1726 79 41 98 62 91 103
1727 114 46 134 64 126 110
1728 122 7 104 6 113 13
1729 150 14 148 6 149 20
1730 131 12 134 10 132 22
1731 155 13 162 12 158 25
1732 154 13 171 13 162 26
1733 156 12 127 15 140 27
1734 160 13 145 15 152 28
1735 154 8 121 13 134 21
1736 147 9 134 10 140 19
1737 167 9 182 10 175 19
1738 161 8 161 9 161 17
1739 152 8 159 8 156 16
1740 144 7 144 7
1741 117 10 127 15 123 25
1742 140 9 147 15 145 24
1743 128 9 147 6 135 15
1744 168 9 134 10 150 19
1745 133 9 151 9 142 18
1746 129 11 129 11
1747 166 6 145 10 153 16
1748 149 8 94 3 134 11
1749 181 6 156 3 173 9
Totals 99 2,797 129 3,883 116 6,680

Variables i database ”Nirke och Virmland”

The page ”Grunddata”

Year
County 1913
Province
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Bailiwick

Standard district 7??(ses page Xxxxxxx)???
Parish

Wheat tithes in decibarrels

Grain tithes in decibarrels

Rye tithes in decibarrels

Burnt rye tithes in decibarrels

Tithes “reduced grain” in decibarrels

Barley tithes in decibarrels

Mixed barley tithes in decibarrels

Oats tithes in decibarrels

Pea tithes in decibarrels

Bean tithes in decibarrels

Tithes in unreduced decibarrels

Tithes in decibarrels reduced grain (straw grain)
Crown’s proportion of tithes

Estimated harvest in decibarrels reduced grain
Index (1665=100)

Sources

Remarks

Key to sources
Huvudbocker, Allmadnna barnhusets arkiv (SSA)
Landsbdcker och verifikationer, Linsstyrelsen i Orebro l4n arkiv (ULA)
Leijonhufvud = Excerpter frén Lotta Leijonhufvud (underlag till Leijonhufvud 2001)
Linsrikenskaper 16311820 Orebro lin (Nirke-Virmlands 1in), Linsrikenskaper 1631-1820
(RA)
RA = Riksarkivet
Vala = Vadstena landsarkiv
SSA = Stockholms stadsarkiv
ULA = Uppsala landsarkiv

162



Ostergotland

Lennart Andersson Palm

Administrative divisions

Ostergétland county was formed in 1634 and corresponded in the main to the province of
Ostergétland. It was for a long time characterised by irregularities in the administrative divisions not
least as regards tithes. It was sometimes divided into several smaller castle counties or bailiwicks.
Overlaps occurred also with Jonkdping, Kalmar and S6dermanland counties. This is reflected in the
archive structures.

One large bailiwick or castle county was Vadstena county that was included in Hedvig
Eleonora’s Life estate in 1660-1718. During its existence it constituted its own archive structure, the
Livgedinget, with its accounts partly placed among the ordinary county accounts, the
“lansrdkenskaper” in the central National Archives, but partly as a separate archival equivalent to an
ordinary county government accounts office’s accounts, but here also placed in the central National
Archives under the archival heading Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding, Guvernementskontoret.*** On
some occasions at the beginning of our period of investigation, the Life estate’s accounts are
included among the National Archives county accounts for Ostergotland county.

Stegeborg castle county also exists as a separate bailiwick among the central National Archives
county accounts for certain years. Separate county’s accounts, like those for Norrkdping town, can
be found in the archive for Drottning Kristinas underhallslinder 1655-1687. This county also had an
equivalent to the county governments’ county accounts offices with a number of series preserved in
the National Archives in Kungliga arkiv, Generalguvernoren over drottning Kristinas
underhdllslinder. In 1684, Stegeborg was also merged with Ostkind district becoming a shared
bailiwick.

Even at lower levels there were also peculiarities. One example is Kristberg parish that was
divided between Aska, Boberg, Finspangalin and Gullberg’s districts.?*> Malexander is also a parish
that has had complicated administrative belonging. The eastern part belonged to Vifolka district and
Harg’s cadastre parish, the southern part to Ydre district, where tithes were accounted for to Kinda
and Ydres bailiwick. A further part of the parish belonged to Gostring district.?’® Tithes from the two
parishes’ parts in Aska and Gostring came to be accounted for in Vadstena castle county’s lists (at
least from 1687). Kristberg’s Boberg section and Malexander’s Ydre section were given fixed tithes
in 1687 and thereafter fall outside our sphere of interest. Ekebyborna parish was divided between
Aska and Boberg districts where it later constituted less than half of the whole parish as estimated in
assessed tax units, mantals.?®’ Initially Ekebyborna was reckoned to begin with by all accounts to
belong under Boberg district (in Gullberg, Boberg, Valkebo and Vifolka bailiwick). Probably in
connection with a tithes setting in 1715, the parish’s part in Aska was transferred to Vadstena county
bailiwick and its tithes appear from and including 1716 with unchanged amount (23.77 barrels of
reduced grain) in that bailiwick’s accounts.

In 1682, Odeshdg parish in Lysing district was added to Vadstena county. Previously the
parish had belonged to Visingsborg shire and the transference may have had a connection with the
dissolution of this and other shires in 1680 and following years.

2% In our period of investigation, the Life estate’s accounts were included among Ostergdtland’s in the National
Archives.

295 Rosenberg 1881-1883, Lagerstedt 1973, p. 36.

2% Lagerstedt 1973, p. 37 f.

297 Rosenberg 1881-1883.
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Some fiscal exclaves, skatar, also existed at the county borders, but their tithes conditions only
affect our calculations marginally. The most important were:
e Yxnerum skate: Yxnerum parish in Ostergétland was during our period divided between
Skarkind, Bankekind and Hammarkind districts, but also had a part in Norra Tjust district in
Kalmar county. The whole parish paid however its tithes in Skiirkind district.>*®
e Regna or Svennevads skate in Nirke province was small and paid tithes to Svennevad parish
although the parish’s main part belonged to Ostergotland’s Finspangalin district.>’
o Rumskulla skate, i.e. the north-western part of Rumskulla parish, belonged to Ydre district.
Tithes for the whole parish were however accounted for in Sevede district, Kalmar county.>%
Simonstorp or Sankt Pers kapell belonged in the 1600s to Kvillinge parish in Brabo district. The
parish border to Stora Malm parish in Sédermanland was unclear for a long time.**! The eastern part
of Askeryd parish, the so-called Lédgerbobygden, belonged to Ydre district, but its tithes were
accounted for in Norra Vedbo district in Jonkoping county.?%

This review of administrative irregularities in the county is not at all complete. The
significance for our tithes series has not been possible to sort out in detail here, but should as a rule
be small since the peculiarities were in general not changed during the period of our investigation.

Bailiwicks
In 1665 and for a time onwards, the following bailiwicks existed:

e Finspangaldn or Bergslagen

o Gullberg, Boberg, Valkebo and Vifolka districts

e Kinda and Ydre districts

e Linkopings lin: Akerbo, Bankekind and Hanekind districts. (Please note that “Linkdpings 1in”
later became an alternative designation for the whole of Ostergétland county)

e Norrkopings ldn: Brdbo, Losing, Memming, Skérkind districts

e Stegeborgs ldn: Hammarkind and Bjorkekind districts

e Vadstena ldin: Gostring, Aska, Lysing and Dal districts

e Ostkinds fogderi or Skendis lin: Ostkind district

Before 1687, Ostkind was accounted for as an independent bailiwick in the Soldiers’ home bailiwick
summaries. In 1682 it is called Skends ldn. In 1682-1686 it had the same bailiff as Stegeborgs lén
and is said at least in the source materials examined for 1687-1689 to constitute a shared county with
the latter. From and including 1690, Stegeborg and Ostkind were included under Lésing, Bjorkekind
and Ostkind bailiwick. At the same time, Hammarkind and Skérkind were broken out of their earlier
bailiwicks and together formed a new bailiwick. From and including 1690, bailiwick division was as
follows:

e (New) Finspdng bailiwick (now Finspang, Brdbo and Memming districts)
e Gullberg, Boberg, Valkebo och Vifolka bailiwick

o Hammarkind och Skdrkind bailiwick

e Kinda och Ydre bailiwick

e Losing, Bjorkekind och Ostkind bailiwick

28 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 54.
2% Lagerstedt 1973, p. 99.
300 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 39.
301 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 29.
302 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 39.
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e Linkoping (new) bailiwick consisting of Akerbo, Bankekind and Hanekind districts
e Vadstena ldn: Gostring, Aska, Lysing and Dal districts

With certain modifications at the beginning of the 1700s, this division lasted far into the 1800s.
These modifications were: Vadstena 1dn was divided up after 1713 into first two bailiwicks, partly
Dal och Lysing, partly Aska och Gostring. In 1723, (?) in its turn redivided between on the one hand
Lysing, Dal och Aska fogderi med Hovs socken (parish), as well as on the other Géostring och Vifolka
fogderi (Gostring then minus Hov parish section). In connection with this, Gullberg, Boberg,
Valkebo and Vifolka bailiwick lost its part of Vifolka and became only Gullberg, Boberg and
Valkebo bailiwick.

A common division of Ostergétland county is Ostergétland Viistansting and Ostanstding (in
relation to the river Stdngéan). To the former part was reckoned Kinda och Ydre, Gullberg, Vifolka,
Boberg, Valkebo, Vadstena and Linkdping bailiwicks. Ostanstang included Finspanga, Norrkdping,
Stegeborg bailiwicks as well as Ostkind district.

Source materials

Crown accounts

The great gaps in the parish tithes information that is available for research in the National Archives’
county accounts for the end of the 1600s has made it particularly urgent to search for alternative
sources. On the first hand, the Ostergdtland county accounts’ office’s series in the Vadstena regional
National archives have been used, and in a few cases, parish-wise information has been found in
various district scribes’ archives (Sw. hdradsskrivarearkiv) also in the regional National archives.
However, here too there are a number of gaps.

Soldiers’ home barrel

For most investigations, bailiwick-wise information exists on the 40" part of the unreduced tithes
which for Ostergdtland and completely according to regulations were handed in as support for the
Vadstena Soldiers’ home. They are included in the Krigskollegium’s Soldiers’ home accounts (main
ledger and verifications) in the War Archives (now part of the central national archives).?” A
comparison with the county accounts shows that the number of Soldiers’ home barrels correspond in
numbers to the tithes lists’ number of barrels in levelled-off measure divided by 40.

Measuring vessels’ volume, measuring barrel

The new measures that were introduced according to the proclamation of 10 March 1665 are
reflected clearly in the source materials. For Kullerstad parish, tithes are said in 1665 to be estimated
with excess measure and 56 Swedish pottles to the barrel “after the regulation”, i.e. according to the
Stiernhielm measurement reform. For several parishes, “the new measure” for 56 Swedish pottles
“was adjusted for each barrel” and similar.*%

However, the new measuring vessel volumes caused a certain confusion at first. In 1666 it is
said that for Askeby parish: “After as now since the measure was adjusted, it is uncertain how many
p(ottles) should be counted to the halvspann (= two Swedish firkins), because for later correction one
allows ... the sums to stand open”.>%> The worry seems here to have been the volume of the Swedish
pottle, not the volume of the spann.

That it was only the pottle that was adjusted through the measurement reform in 1665 was also
intimated by the following notes in the extract over Stegeborg’s tithes in 1669: first on the debit page
the tithes are taken up “according to the lists”, and thereafter “the over measure or excess measure on

393 In contrast to what was valid for other counties’ corresponding commission to the Stockholm Orphanage, the accounts
concern the harvest year (the year tithes were handed in).

304 Lansrikenskaper Ostergotlands ldn 1665, RA.

305 Lansrikenskaper Ostergotlands ldn 1666, RA.
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the above named church tithes ... after 1638 parliamentary decision 2 kappes to each barrel, that then
and later was 3 pottles, but is now estimated as 2 kappes for 3 2 pottles after His Royal Majesty’s
Proclamation on 10 March 1665 ...”.3% Kappes were thus still 32 per barrel from 1665 and onwards.

For Ostra Ryd parish is written in 1666 in a notice beside the parson Magnus Theseus’
summation in the tithes list: “Not to be permanent since the barrel is reckoned as 48 pottles and
firkins at 6 pottles”.>” One further notice there, probably by some accountant, says “After Kongl.
Proclamation’s content shall be reckoned 7 pottles to a Swedish firkin and 56 pottles to 1 barrel,
therefore 50 barrels and 22 pottles. What has caused this insignificant difference? A closer
investigation of Ostra Ryd’s tithes list shows that the parish’s individual tithes givers individual
tithes in barrels and Swedish firkins were accepted by the accountant. Most tithes givers account for
most of their tithes in Swedish firkins. Apart from this, they account normally for no or only a few
pottles, between 0 and 5. Later it is only these few pottles that are recounted to 7 instead of 6 per
Swedish firkin at the summation of the entire parish’s tithes.>® This must be interpreted as that the
barrel that is accounted for in the summation has been the official one divided into 54 pottles before
and 56 Swedish pottles after 1665.3% The parson and accountant have been in agreement about
barrel size and that there were eight Swedish firkins to a barrel, but thus had different views on how
many firkins the Swedish pottles that individual peasant farmers had been debited were equivalent
to. Once again, the issue is thus only the Swedish pottles.

Among others Bjorn Helmfrid had the opinion that the barrels in the tithes lists’ summations in
1638-1664 were rather more than 14 % fewer than 1665 and the following years.>!° However, the
differences in measured tithes volumes before and after the measurement reform were minimal as
has been shown, in Ostra Ryd they only amounted to about one percent. These examples show that in
Ostergétland in the 1660s at least, it was understood that it was only the pottle that was changed; the
barrel, the halvspann, the firkin and the kappe were considered to have remained unchanged. 3!!

In Bjorn Helmfrid’s field of investigation round Norrkdping, in tithes contexts from and
including 1737 there was a change from counting in Swedish pottles to kappes of which there were
32 to the barrel. Bjorn Helmfrid sets this in connection with the 1737 new regulation about
measurement and weight. The same conditions were seen to exist in the rest of the county, where
kappe counting later continues for the entire period of our investigation.

The barrel as measuring unit, measuring method, excess measures

In Ostergétland’s tithe lists, individual peasant farmers’ tithes were in levelled-off barrels during the
whole of our period of investigation in accordance with the 1638 tithes proclamation that assumes
that tithes lists were compiled first and the excess measure was added upon delivery to the tithe
barn.?!'? One peculiarity for Ostergdtland is that the bailiwicks’ tithes extracts from and including
1690 were provided with two special columns, one for tithes in levelled-off measures, and one for
“over measure or excess measure”. The only exception was Vadstena county’s bailiwick that right up
until the introduction of fixed tithes there in 1731 only had one unspecified column. Special
calculations concerning the Vadstena lan districts Aska and Gostring in the extract over the 1717

39 _ansriikenskaper Ostergotlands lin 1669, RA.

307 Linsrikenskaper, Ostergétlands 1in 1666, RA.

308 Compare Bjorn Helmftrid 1949, p. 10.

309 In a project report, Lennart Palm (2012) considered that the barrel in the county had been the same size before and
after 1665. Palm used among others Goéran Hansson’s investigation, Spannmdlsmdtt i Ostergétland under 1600-talet,
unpublished manuscript, as support. Hansson could not find any great fall in the average number of tithes barrels before
and after the 1665 measurement reform, that should have occurred if the barrels had been made bigger in 1665.

310 Bigrn Helmfrid 1949, pp. 10, 12, 15, 41, 176, diagram 1. He considered thus that the pottle was the fixed measure
whereas the barrel’s volume varied, not vice versa. Staffan Helmfrid and later Lotta Leijonhufvud also agree to the same
assessment (Staffan Helmfrid 1962, p. 4, n. 2; Leijonhufvud 2001, p 268).

311 Compare Morell 1988, p. 33 ff.

312 Compare also Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 12 ff.
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tithes show however that the extract sums, at least then, corresponded to the tithes in levelled-off
measure according to the tithes lists.>!*> How was it in Vadstena lin before 1690? In the investigated
extracts, nothing emerges about the measuring method those years. A number of comparisons
between extract and tithes lists show however the same amounts. My interpretation is that tithes in
the extracts are barrels with excess measure, but in number equally as many as the original tithes
lists’ levelled-off barrels.

Concerning the bailiwick sums taken from the Soldiers’ home accounts, it appears from several
copies that they show the number of barrels collected with excess measure.?!* The 40™ part has there,
according to the rules, been estimated on tithes in levelled-off barrels, that upon delivery have been
given excess measure. Numerically, the number of Soldiers” home barrels thus reflects 1/40 of the
givers’ tithes in levelled off measure.

Tithes systemet
Stook counting and test threshing were probably normal in this province during the whole of our
period of investigation. Bjorn Helmfrid saw for Ostergdtland’s part as early as in the 1663 accounts
the results of the same year’s regulation about this; after this they generally counted the number of
stooks, test results and estimated tithes each in a separate column. However, sometimes Helmfrid
searched in vain for test threshing results, which he explains by the fact that the number of stooks
and tests were written on special lists that had not been bound into the accounts. The test threshing
figures he found in the lists or special reports were of varying quality, sometimes threshing-tests
were carried out for only one peasant farmer per village, sometimes for all the parish’s peasant
farmers. Equalisation of the yield figures to the even numbers 12, 10, 8 and 6 Swedish pottles per
stook, that simplified the calculations, could be observed in some places, but not in others.>!>

There are examples of the fact that in certain Ostergdtland communities it was to begin with
s0-so with test threshing. Thus in 1689 in Hammarkind district complaints were made that the
peasants there had estimated in a traditional way and not known of the demands for test threshing
and handing in the clergy’s own stook (“rok”) lists (Sw. stubbelingder).?!® I share Bjorn Helmfrid’s
assessment anyway that stook counting and test threshing hereafter had a breakthrough in the county
and at least from and including 1691 I reckon on the crown’s control demands being strictly adhered
to throughout Ostergétland. !’

According to culture geographer Axel Wennberg, harvests from slash-and-burn agriculture
were not included in the fixed tithes settings.’'® That their harvests were included in the harvest-
dependent tithes, totally in agreement with valid regulations, emerges however from several

313 Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding, guvernementskontoret, FII B:1, RA.

314Tn 1666 and 1667, the excess measure (“dvermalet”) was accounted for separatedly by the Soldiers’ home, a custom
that ceased however from and including 1668. Hereafter, nothing is as a rule mentioned about the excess measure, but in
among others 1673 and 1678 it was written expressly that excess measure was intended.

314 In the 1668 Soldiers” home accounts in KrA there is a copy on p. 68 of an extract of a resolution from 30 April 1669
concerning the measuring method for the Soldiers’ home barrels: it emerges there that the paralysed soldiers in the
provinces “at the former distribution” had been given grain with excess and same measure “as it was brought in” and that
according to incomes and costs officials’ suggestions via the district bailiffs in some places, “thus the Collegium is
content with this being the rule for the future and the accountants do not have to go to the tithe barns to level off the
excess”. Here it emerges that the Soldiers’ home barrel was taken in including excess measure. One peculiarity appears
concerning Vadstena castle county in 1669, namely that excess measure was not counted for wheat. In the database’s
estimations of “reduced grain”, no attempt has been made to investigate the extent of this custom. Wheat constituted a
very small part of the total tithes. The delivery form with excess measure exists during the entire period of investigation,
see e.g. the accounts in 1708 for Akerbo district, 1727 for Gostring and 1765 for Ringarum and other parishes.

315 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 73 ff.

316 Lansrikenskaper Ostergotlands lin, landsbok, s. 1626, RA.

317 Helmfrid 1949, p. 78. Compare ibidem p. 100.

318 Wennberg 1947, p. 60 and n. 11 there. County governor Stilarm had originally ideas about only having rye and barley
delivered. Compare Bjorn Helmfrid 1949 p. 130.
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examples.>!” Source materials for Ostergétland most often take up wheat, oats and peas and on some
occasions even beans. For Norrkdpings 14n in the 1660s and 1670, “oats and mixed grains” are
shown together. In much of the material, especially in the extracts, rye and barley are often taken
together under the heading “grain”.

In most areas in Ostergdtland, tithes were divided in the usual way between the crown and the
clergy, i.e. with 2/3 to the former, and 1/3 to the latter. However, a few exceptions were found. In the
parishes of Grebo, Virna, Bjorséter and Véardnis, and judging from the tithes lists, even Kristberg
they were divided 50/50 between crown and parson and in the districts of Gostring, Vifolka and
Gullberg, it happened that certain independent farms handed in their entire tithes to the parson.*?° In
Kvarsebo, the pastor kept the entire tithes himself according to a royal missive from 11/9 1628.32!

From Duke Johan Casimir of Stegeborg’s time (he died in 1652), the “island inhabitants” of
Skéllvik and Gryt parishes paid no tithes in natura in contrast to the other farmers in those parishes.
They paid instead 1 1/3 daler silvermynt per stook (here “neke”!) and it emerges from the lists that
they as a rule only had a handful or so of those. In Finspdng mining district areas in Skedvi, Véinga,
Godegard, Hillstad, Risinge and Tjillmo parishes tithes were also paid in currency.>?? In the
project’s tithes series for Ostergdtland are only included tithes paid in natura. This means that the
tithes mentioned in currency provide a certain underestimation in harvest estimates, and at the same
time it should be noted that the areas mentioned had probably fairly insignificant cultivation of grain,
which was probably the reason for paying in currency instead of grain.

Fixed tithes settings
The first fixed tithes settings, for which Ostergdtland’s county governor Axel Stilarm belonged to
the pioneers in the 1680s, have been dealt with in detail by among others Bjérn Helmfrid.**

Parts of Ostergotland gained fixed tithes as early as and including 1687. The basis for the
county’s tithes settings was to assess the farms’ grain for sowing and harvest/seed ratios. These
procedures have left behind them interesting source materials from the point of view of agrarian
history.3%*

On going through available source materials, it appeared that tithes settings were not always
immediately implemented in praxis, as well as in some cases fixed tithes were applied for certain
years, after which harvest-dependent tithes were reinstated for a time. The following table shows
which periods from and including 1665 harvest-dependent tithes were applied in the county’s
districts:

319 See e.g. lists for Hanekind and Bjorkekind in 1666 that have a common filled-in column for “field and swidden rye”.
320 Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 297.

321 Lagerstedt 1973, p. 30.

322 See tithes accounts among Linsrikenskaper, Ostergotlands lan, RA, for example the landsbok for 1680.

323 Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 128 ff; Wennberg 1947, p. 197, on fixed tithes in Finspénga county and Kvillinge in 1687
(Melander’s beskrivningsbok ).

324 Among others, lists over fixed tithes for Aska and Broberg districts in 1714 contain information on grain for sowing
(Hedvig Eleonoras livgeding, Guvernementskontoret, FII B:1, RA). The 1726 tithes setting has left behind registers over
each farm’s “grain for sowing” in tunnland (1 tunnland = 1.22 acre) and projected tithes for parishes that at that time still
had harvest-dependent tithes (in Kammarkollegiet, 1. provinskontoret, nummerserie nr 93:6, RA). Bjorn Helmfrid 1949
p. 139 ., 142 f. From 1754 there is similar information in the Crown tithes list (Crono Tijondelingd), Ostergotlands
lansstyrelses arkiv, landskontoret, volym GIIIj 2, VALA.
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Periods with harvest-dependent in Ostergétland

District Period

Aska - 1731

Bankekind Mostly — 1686, three parishes — circa 1715

Bjorkekind Kuddby-1728, rest gained fixed in 1743 and 1750

Boberg Parts - 1686, rest —circa 1715

Bribo Kvillinge 1686, Ostra Eneby -1753

Dals - 1730

Finspangaldn | - 1687

Gullberg Bjorkeberg — 16897, rest - 1715

Gostring - 1730

Hammarkind Some parishes — 1739, other parishes successively - 1760

Hanekind - circa 1715

Kinda To and fro -1686-1690, harvest-dependent again 1704-1715, after that
again fixed

Lysing - 1730

Losing Varying — 1716-1759, sometimes in between returning to harvest-
dependent

Memming - 1739

Skérkind - 1739, other parishes successively - 1760

Valkebo Ledberg and Rappestad — 1686, rest - 1715

Vifolka Partly — 1686, partly - 1714

Ydre - 1687

Akerbo Partly — 1686, partly - 1714

Ostkind Partly — 1686, rest - 1749

Tithes settings in 1687 must be seen as Stalarm’s project, the settings round 1715 were caused by a
push from the clergy who complained of an asserted great swindel with tithes in which they, who had
their salaries from tithes, “often more than in half measure came to suffer”.?®> Around 1730, a further
number of parishes agreed on contracts. According to Bondestandets Riksdagsprotokoll 19/11 1726,
the county’s peasantry except for those farmers in Vadstena castle county, were then positive to fixed
tithes. Just like in Vadstena county, the island farmers who as we saw paid in currency, continued
with harvest-dependent tithes. According to the protocol 27/2 1731, even Vadstena had then become
positive, while on the other hand Hammarkind district now wanted to continue with harvest-
dependent tithes. It was first with the transition to fixed tithes in some parishes in Hammarkind and
Skirkind bailiwicks in 1761 that the process that started in the 1680s was concluded in Ostergdtland.
A tough tug-of-war can be divined sometimes between on the one side the crown and other tithes
recipients and on the other, the peasant farmers. 2

Harvest estimates

Harvest estimates have, as is the case with other areas in the project, begun with establishing how
great a part of the harvest the Crown s tithes have corresponded to in various parts of Ostergdtland
with consideration to tithes division between the crown and the clergy. Normally, the crown retained
2/3 of the total tithes, which meant that the crown’s tithes must be multipled by 15 to correspond to

325 Wennberg 1947, p. 193 n. 43. Bjérn Helmfrid 1949 takes up taxation in 1716 (p. 133, 142, 145), and 1715 (p. 139).
326 See the example Ostra Eneby where in 1716 stooks were counted and test threshing carried out in the usual way, but
where the peasants still had to pay fixed tithes. As early as 1717, the parish returned however to ordinary harvest-
dependent tithes. Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, p. 142.
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the tithes-due harvest. Several deviations from this norm occurred however in Ostergdtland. For
Vérdnés parish, where the crown and the clergy shared tithes 50/50, the “tithes harvest” is calculated
by multiplying Crown tithes by 20. The same is true for tithes-setting lists in Kristberg, Bjorséter,
Grebo and Virna parishes. Another unusual thing occurred in Gostring, Vifolka and Gullberg
districts; a number of independent farms there paid their total tithes to the parson.*?’ This situation
has been noted for Jarstad and Skrukeby parishes in Gostring, and also for Véaversunda in Dal
district. At harvest estimating, consideration has necessarily been taken to these conditions. After
this, a markup for units not eligible for tithes has been undertaken according to usual methods within
the project. For Ostergdtland, five pieces of information about mantals of land have been sought (for
1668, 1680, 1692, 1705 and 1718) from the county accounts’ ledgers in the central National
Archives. Finally, a surcharge has been made with 10 % for assumed underestimation during
measuring etc. The different markings-up per period are shown in the following table:

Parameters at harvest estimates for Vadstena castle county

Period Marking-up factor for tithes Multiplicator for harvest estimates
1665-1679 1.109 18.29
1680-1691 1.113 18.37
1692-1704 1.094 18.04
1705-1717 1.085 17.90
1718-1730 1.084 17.88

As is apparent from the table, the factors only changed by 2-3 percent between periods. This is really
not that surprising since in principle the same farm categories were tithes exempt during the entire
period. The Vadstena calculations may possibly, probably insignificantly, be somewhat too low
because of the above-mentioned peculiarities in the parishes Jarstad, Skrukeby and Vaversunda.

On account of the many gaps in the county’s accounts source materials and the varying times
for transference to fixed tithes, the project database’s harvest estimates are in the main based on
bailiwick information from the Stockholm Orphanage’s main ledgers in the Stockholm city archives.
On account of deficiencies in the source materials, I must be satisfied with accounting for estimated
volume harvests for Vadstena castle county, an area with relatively good source materials, compared
with other parts of the county.

The estimated harvest development is shown in the following diagram?2*:

327 See Rabenius 1853, p.48; Thurgren 1859, p. 36; Lars Gustaf Linde 1887, p. 295, n. **.
328 A couple of parishes with fixed tithes are included in the Vadstena estimate, which means an inconsiderable evening-
out between the years.
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Estimated harvests in Vadstena castle county in 1665-1730 (barrels of reduced grain)

Vadstena castle county’s area included both parts of the lime-rich and fertile Ostgdta plain and parts
of southern Ostergdtland’s broken forest areas. Much speaks for our having chosen an altogether
quite typical area for the county seen from the perspective of agriculture. Tithes development in the
area’s bailiwicks during the period before fixed tithes started to be introduced in 1687 in the
following diagram indicate this, as does a comparison with the index calculations for the whole
county made below.

Tithes in Ostergotland’s bailiwicks 1665-1686 except for Finspangaliin (barrels of reduced
grain)

Tionde i Ostergdtlands fogderier 1665-1686 utom Finspinga lin (tunnor ren siid)

3 000

1665 1666 1667 1668 1669 1670 1671 1672 1673 1674 1675 1676 1677 1678 1679 1680 1681 1682 1683 1684 1685 1686

e Gullberg, Vifolka, Boberg ====Kinda och Ydre Linkdpings lin N orrk Opings lin = Stegeborgs lin

Stegeborgs ln med Ostkind ==Y adstena 14n — alkebo —Ostkind

The file “Grunddata” contains the parish information for the whole of Ostergdtland that has been
found as well as the district or county figures where parish information is missing. I have chosen not
to make any calculations of the harvest volumes in the file (with the exception of Vadstena county)
but stopped at estimating an index (1665=100) over tithes to capture harvest development in the
whole county. Only parishes with information for 1665, the great majority however, have been used
and the diagram’s index is constituted by yearly averages for the recently mentioned pieces of
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information. In the following diagram, tithes development is shown for 1665-1760. The diagram
shows also the number of observations that each yearly average index respectively is based on.

Tithes development in Ostergotland 1665-1760 (index 1665=100) and number of observations
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It should be noted that index builds on geographically varying data under different periods,
sometimes one parish is missing, sometimes another district is missing. As the parishes have gained
fixed tithes, so they have fallen out of the index. The number of parishes with information sinks thus
as time goes on and finally there are only four left! With these serious reservations, I leave it to
database-users to interpret the later years of the diagram’s curve.

Other

Ostergétland’s early-modern agriculture has been treated in unusual detail by researchers. Among
those who have written about tithes, the following may be noted: Erik Bergsten and Staffan Helmfrid
on Ostergdtland Vistanstangs, Axel Wennberg on northeastern parts of the province, Bjorn Helmfrid
on Ostra Eneby parish just north of the town of Norrkdping.*?° The two first-named do not touch so
much on the period of the current investigation, Bjorn Helmfrid’s work on the other hand does to a
great degree. The latter’s book has become something of a standard work on tithes and his
conclusions are often in strong opposition to those of Wennberg.

329 Bergsten 1946; Staffan Helmfrid 1962; Bjérn Helmfrid 1949; Wennberg 1947.
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Tithes in Ostergotland 1665-1760 (index 1665 = 100)

1665 100 124 1697 81 40 1729 94 68
1666 120 94 1698 84 67 1730 72 68
1667 96 110 1699 &9 62 1731 92 62
1668 111 122 1700 136 49 1732 90 29
1669 121 122 1701 93 52 1733 70 29
1670 121 121 1702 103 40 1734 91 28
1671 117 122 1703 80 52 1735 48 28
1672 81 122 1704 102 95 1736 66 28
1673 79 2 1705 75 95 1737 94 28
1674 1706 86 95 1738 110 28
1675 1707 81 95 1739 94 26
1676 107 1 1708 51 64 1740 104 15
1677 81 39 1709 48 95 1741 98 15
1678 79 121 1710 80 95 1742 92 15
1679 105 40 1711 102 95 1743 66 14
1680 122 122 1712 66 90 1744 80 13
1681 164 39 1713 100 90 1745 62 13
1682 121 54 1714 78 94 1746 78 13
1683 127 39 1715 97 66 1747 64 13
1684 81 40 1716 87 68 1748 88 13
1685 157 40 1717 74 55 1749 81 14
1686 113 52 1718 86 43 1750 112 6
1687 84 52 1719 58 67 1751 77 6
1688 99 52 1720 87 69 1752 86 6
1689 119 95 1721 64 69 1753 88 6
1690 101 51 1722 74 69 1754 73 5
1691 119 94 1723 63 68 1755 81 5
1692 127 40 1724 73 68 1756 41 5
1693 67 40 1725 81 68 1757 124 4
1694 113 40 1726 54 69 1758 135 4
1695 85 40 1727 86 67 1759 129 4
1696 95 40 1728 94 68 1760 102 4

Variables in the database ”Ostergotland”

The page ”Grunddata”

Artal = Year

Lén 1913 = County 1913

Landskap = Province

Standardhérad = Standard district (see p. XXXXXXXX)

Fogderi = Bailiwick

Socken = Parish

Vetetionde i strukna decitunnor = Wheat tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Spannmél i strukna decitunnor = Grain tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Ragtionde i strukna decitunnor = Rye tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Svedjeragtionde i strukna decitunnor = Burnt rye tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
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Korntionde i strukna decitunnor = Barley tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Blandsédtionde i strukna decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Havretionde i strukna decitunnor = Oats tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Arttionde i strukna decitunnor = Pea tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Bontionde i strukna decitunnor = Bean tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Totalt strasédstionde i oreducerade decitunnor = Total straw grain tithes in unreduced decibarrels
Totala tiondet i decitunnor ren sdd (exkl. drtor och bonor) = Total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain
(excl. peas and beans)

Beriknade skordar Vadstena ldn i decitunnor ren strasdd = Estimated harvests Vadstena county in
decibarrels reduced straw grain

Kiélla = Sources

The page ”Fogderisummor” — tithes per bailiwick

Artal = Year
Fogderi = Bailiwick
Ragtionde i strukna decitunnor = Rye tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Svedjeragtionde i strukna decitunnor = Burnt rye tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Korntionde i strukna decitunnor = Barley tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Blandsddtionde i strukna decitunnor = Mixed grain tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Havretionde i strukna decitunnor = Oats tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Arttionde i strukna decitunnor = Pea tithes in levelled-off decibarrels
Bontionde i strukna decitunnor = Bean tithes in levelled-off decibarrels

Totala tiondet i decitunnor ren sdd = Total tithes in decibarrels reduced grain
Killa = Sources

Key to sources

40*krigsmanshusavgiften, KrA = 40 * Soldiers” home barrels, Krigsarkivet

40KrA = uppgiften bygger pa multiplicering av krigsmanshusdecitunnor i Krigsarkivet

Fogderisumma fran "Fogderisummor" = Fogderisiffra for vissa ar dir sockendata saknats

Helmfrid 1949, diagram 1 = uppgift frén Bjorn Helmfrid 1949, diagram 1.

Hskr Losing m fl VLA = Héradsskrivarens i Losings m.fl. fogderi arkiv, Vadstena landsarkiv

KrA = Krigsarkivet = War archives, now part of central National archives

RA = Riksarkivet = central National archives

RA HEL = Information from the archives of Hedvig Eleonoras Livgeding in the central National archives
RA landsbok lansrdk Livgedinget = Lansrakenskaper Livgedinget, landsbok, in the central National
archives

RA landsbok OG = Linsrikenskaper Ostergdtlands lin, landsbok, in the central National archives

RA LB = Lansriakenskaper, Livgedinget, in the central National archives

RA Livged guvernementskontoret GI1:48 = Livgedingets arkiv, guvernementskontoret, volym GI:48, in
the central National archives

RA linsrik OG = Linsrikenskaper Ostergdtlands liin, in the central National archives

RA lansrakensk Livgedinget = Lansrakenskaper, Livgedinget, in the central National archives

RA verifikationer OG = Linsrikenskaper, Ostergdtlands lin, in the central National archives

VALA = Vadstena landsarkiv, regional National archives in Vadstena

VALA Ostergétlands landskontor, verifikationer (serie EIb) = Vadstena landsarkiv, Linsstyrelsen i
Ostergotlands 1in, landskontoret, landsboksverifikationer (serie EIb)
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Sources and literature

Unpublished source materials

Krigsarkivet (KrA), Stockholm, the War archives, now part of the central
National archives, Stockholm

Krigskollegium, Krigsmanshuskontoret.
Koncepthuvudbocker (G I a)

Renskrivna huvudbdcker (G 1 b)
Verifikationer till huvudbocker (G I ¢)

Landsarkivet i Goteborg (GLA), regional National archives in Goteborg

Hiradsskrivarens i Dalsland arkiv
Rékenskaper, spridda ar (serie G)

Goteborgs hiradsskrivares arkiv
Handlingar rérande tiondeséttningen mm (Landshdvdingens PM 1694), (vol. EI:9)

Linsstyrelsens i Goteborgs och Bohus lin, landskontoret
Tiondeldngder mm, 1694 (vol. Gllle:1)
Pristerskapets och kyrkornas inkomster (’Préstverket”) (serie G IX ab)

Mariestads kyrkoarkiv
Rékenskaper for kyrka, 1674—1700 (vol. LI:1)

Lansstyrelsens i Skaraborgs lin, lanskontoret
Diverse, 1683—1732 (vol. GXVle:1)
Handlingar angéende kronotionde, 1657—1765 (vol. GVe:l)

Landsarkivet i Hirnosand (HAL), regional National archives in Hiirnésand
Gavleborgs lins landskontor
Kyrko- och skolmedelsrikningar, 1612—-1816 (vol. G V f:1)
Landsboksverifikationer, 1772 (vol. E 1 b:222)
Tiondeldngder, 1695—-1732 (vol. G III d:1)

Hiradsskrivarens i Skellefteas fogderi arkiv
1748 — 1750 (vol. 474)

Norrbottens Lins landskontor
Verifikationer, spridda ar (vol. E I ¢c:1-3)

Visternorrlands lans landskontor
Handlingar ang. tionde, spridda ar (vol. G III k)
Handlingar ang. présterskapets jordar och inkomster, spridda ar (serie G X a)
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Landsarkivet i Lund (LLA), regional National archives in Lund
Hallands léins landskontors arkiv t o m cirka 1905
Handlingar rérande forvaltningen av kyrkors tillhorigheter och inkomster
(vol. G X ad:1)
Handlingar rérande tionde (vol. Gllle:1-3, 6)
Landsbdcker med verifikationer, spridda ar (serie E 1)

Landsarkivet i Uppsala (ULA), regional National archives in Uppsala
Linsstyrelsen i Sodermanlands lin, Landskontoret I
Volym Glle:5-6, 8

Lansstyrelsen i Uppsala Liin. Landskontoret I
Handlingar rérande tionden (serie G II e)
Landsbdcker med verifikationer, spridda ar (serier Ela & E 1 ¢)

Linsstyrelsen i Orebro lin. Landskontoret del I
Verifikationer, dldre serie, 1666 (vol. E I C a: 43)

Landsarkivet i Vadstena (VALA), regional National archives in Vadstena
Linsstyrelsen i Kalmar lin, landskontoret
Handlingar angdende tionde, 1701-1749 (vol. Gllle:2)
Avkortningsbocker, 1671 (vol. Ellla:15)
Landsboksverifikationer 1718, 1719 (vol. Ela:62-3)

Linsstyrelsen i Ostergotland, landskansliet
Inkomna handlingar (brev och &mbetsskrivelser)
Kammar och reduktionskollegierna, 1661-64 (vol. DIa:162)

Linsstyrelsen i Ostergotlands léin, landskontoret
Handlingar angéende tionde (vol. GIII:j)

Rigsarkivet i Kopenhamn, The National Danish Archives

Reviderede regnskaber
Midlertidigt Besatte Lande, 1651-1722.

Riksarkivet i Stockholm (RA), central National archives, Stockholm
Hedvig Eleonoras livgedings arkiv
Guvernementskontorets aktsamling (vol. FII B:1)

Kammarkollegiet, Forsta provinskontoret
Nummerserie nr 93:6;
Volym 83:3

Kammakollegiet, Tredje provinskontoret
Indelningsverk for Hilsinge infanteriregemente (vol. 370:2)
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Kungliga arkiv
Generalguvernérens dver drottning Kristinas underhallslander (vol. 71 1-2; 541;
K569 & K585)

Linsrikenskaper 1631-1820, landsbocker och verifikationer, spridda ar
Lansriakenskaper, Gavleborgs 14n
Lansriakenskaper, Goteborgs och Bohus lidn
Lansriakenskaper, Hallands ldn
Lansriakenskaper, Jonkopings lan
Lansriakenskaper, Kalmar ldn
Lansriakenskaper, Kronobergs 14n
Lansriakenskaper, Livgedinget ldn
Lansriakenskaper, Svartsjo ldn
Lansrikenskaper, Vadstena lidn
Lansriakenskaper, Viésterbottens 14n
Lansrdkenskaper, Vésternorrlands 14n
Linsrikenskaper, Alvsborgs lin
Linsrikenskaper, Orebro lin
Lénsrikenskaper, Ostergétlands lin

Sandbergska samlingen
Hospital och barnhus. Kornhusen i Falun och Umea (vol. W, fol. 816-46)
Ambetsverk samt dmbets- och tjinstemin (vol. AA:4, fol. 3390)
Kronotionden (vol. LL, fol. 641, 660 & 666)

Stockholms stadsarkiv (SSA), The City Archives, Stockholm
Allménna barnhusets arkiv
Huvudbdcker (serie G1A)

Lansstyrelsen i Stockholms Léin I, landskontoret
Handlingar och rikenskaper ordnade efter &mne
Tionde (serie G3E)

Ekonomisk-historiska institutionen vid Uppsala universitet, Department of

Economic History, Uppsala University
Astrid Hegardts excerpter

Institutionen for ekonomisk historia och internationella relationer vid

Stockholms universitet, Stockholm University,
Johan Soderbergs excerpter
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Published or digital sources and literature

Adelsvapen Genealogi Wiki, adliga dtten Bonde nr 11,
https://www.adelsvapen.com/genealogi/Bonde nr 11 (2015-01-22)

af Forsell, Carl, 1834. Socken-statistik ofver Swerige. Stockholm.

Almquist, Jan Eric, 1917, Grundskatternas forenkling under Karl XII:s regering i samband med ny
jordeboksmetod. Lund.

Bergsten, Erik, 1946, Ostergotlands bergslag. Lund.
Bjorlin, Gustaf. 1885, Kriget mot Danmark 1675—1679. Lésning for ung och gammal. Stockholm.
Bondestandets Riksdagsprotokoll, 1, 1720-1727. Stockholm 1939.

Falkman, Ludvig B., 1885, Om madtt och vigt i Sverige. Historisk framstdllning. Del. 2. Den nyare
tiden fran och med ar 1606 till och med ar 1739. Stockholm

Fischerstrom, Johan, 1761, Anmdrkningar om Sédra-Halland. Stockholm.

Form, eller methode till kyrckio-tijonde ldngdernes inrdttande hwar pd instructionerne bade for
hdradzfogdarne uti den 3 puncten 2. §. som ock for hdradzskrifwarne i den 4 puncten sig beropa.
http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38394 (2016-01-20)

Forsgrén, Gustaf, 1885, Bidrag till svenska gref- och friherreskapens historia 1561-1655. 1, Erik
XIVs och Johan Ills tid. Uppsala.

Forssell, Hans, 1872—1883, Sverige 1571. Forsok till en administratif-statistisk beskrifning.
Stockholm.

Forssell, Hans, 1872, Anteckningar om mynt, vigt, mdtt och varupris i Sverige under de forsta femtio
dren af Vasahusets regering. Stockholm.

Forssell, Hans, 1884, Anteckningar om Sveriges jordbruksndring i sextonde seklet. Stockholm.
Framme, Gosta, 1999, Jordrannsakning och skattliggning i Bohusldin 1662—1666. Goteborg.
Emigrationsutredningen, Bilaga V, Bygdestatistik. Stockholm 1910.

Hannerberg, David, 1941, Ndrkes landsbygd 1600-1820. Folkmdngd och befolkningsrorelse,
akerbruk och spannmalsproduktion. Goteborg.

Hannerberg, David, 1971, Svenskt agrarsamhdille under 1200 ar. Gdrd och dker, skord och boskap.
Stockholm,

Hansson, Goran, Spannmdlsmdtt i Ostergétland under 1600-talet, opublicerat manus.

Hedenstierna, Bertil, 1949, Stockholms skdrgdard. Kulturgeografiska undersokningar i Virmdo
gamla skeppslag. Stockholm.

Hedenstierna, Dagny, 1950, Ndringslivet i Sotholms hérad under 1600-talet. Stockholm,

Hegardt, Astrid, 1975, Akademiens spannmal. Uppbdrd, handel och priser vid Uppsala universitet
1635—1719. Uppsala.

Hellenius, Carl Niclas, 1801, Anmdrkningar Rérande det, Som i allméinhet vid Utséidet A vira Akrar
bér i akt tagas. Abo.
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Helmfrid, Bjorn, 1949, Tiondeldngderna som kdlla till ett byalags ekonomiska historia 1555-1753.
Stockholm, Lantbruksférbundets tidskrifts AB.

Helmfrid, Staffan, 1962, Ostergétland ~Viistanstdng” Studien iiber die diltere Agrarlandschaft und
ihre Genese. Stockholm.

Herlitz, Lars, 1974, Jordegendom och rinta : omfordelningen av jordbrukets merprodukt i
Skaraborgs lin under frihetstiden. Géteborg.

Huss, Erik Gunnar, 1902, Undersékning ofver folkmdngd, akerbruk och boskapsskétsel i landskapet
Viisterbotten. Aren 1540-1571. Uppsala.

Hiilphers, Abraham Abrahamsson, 1789, Samlingar til en beskrifning 6fwer Norrland, Femte
samlingen om Westerbotten 1. bandet. Westeras.

Instruction Kongl. May:tz nadige Instruction For Hdradzfougderne wid deras Tiensters och
Embetens Forrittningar. Gifwen Stockholm den 9 Octobris, Ahr 1688.

Jansson, Sam Owen, 1950, Mattordbok. Svenska mattstermer fore metersystemet. Stockholm.

Kongl. M.ts til Swerige ORDNING och Stadga om Kyrkiotijenderne i Rijkedh/ giord pa Rijkzdaghen
vthi Stockholm Ahr M.D.C. XXXVIII (arstrycket 22/2 1638).

Kongl. M.tz til Swerige Ordning och Stadga om Kyrkiotijenderne i Rijkedh, giord pa Rijkzdaghen
vthi Stockholm Ahr M. DC. XXXVIII. Tryckt aff Henrich Kayser. 1638
http://weburn.kb.se/eod/5630/NLS15A025630.pdf (2015-05-31).

Kongl. Maj:ts Fornyade Forordning Angdende Mahl, Mdtt och Wigt, 29 maj 1739.

Kongl. May:tz Instruction, Hdiradz-Skrifwarne wid deras Tiensters Forrdttningar til Effterrdttelse.
Gifwen Stockholm den 16 Octobris, Ahr 1689. http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38395 (2016-01-20)

Kongl. May:tz nadige Instruction For Hdradzfougderne wid deras Tiensters och Embetens
Forrdttningar. Gifwen Stockholm den 9 Octobris, Ahr 1688. http://hdl.handle.net/2077/38396 (2016-
01-20)

Kungl. Maj:ts nadigaste forordning och reglemente for dess betjinte under militien och landsstaten
4/1 1684

Kungl. Maj:ts nadige forklaring over ndagre punkter uti den 5 januari 1684 utgangne reglemente 7/4
1685, § 111. 1671

Lagerstedt, Torsten (red.), 1955, Ostergétland. Stockholm.
Lagerstedt, Torsten, 1942, Ndringsliv och bygd i Seminghundra hdrad vid 1630-talets slut. Uppsala.
Lagerstedt, Torsten, 1946, ”Livsmedel och livsmedelsproduktion under stormaktstiden”, Ymer. 1946.

Lagerstedt, Torsten, 1973 (1), Den civila lokalforvaltningens grinser 1630-1952. Kameral
redovisning, areell beteckning och grdinsfordndring. Stockholm.

Larsson, Lars-Olof, 1972, Kolonisation och befolkningsutveckling i det svenska agrarsamhdillet
1500—1640. Lund.

Leijonhufvud, Lotta, 2001, Grain tithes and manorial yields in early modern Sweden. Trends and
patterns of production and productivity c. 1540—1680. Uppsala.

Lignell, Anders, 1851-52, Beskrifning ofver grefskapet Dal. Mellerud. (1965 ars utgava).
Linde, Lars Gustaf, 1887. Sveriges finansrdtt. Stockholm.

Linde, Martin & Palm, Lennart Andersson, 2011, Sverige 1810. Akerbruk, boskapsskitsel,
befolkning. Géteborg.
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Linde, Martin, 2011, Sverige 1750. Akerbruk, boskapsskétsel, befolkning. Goteborg.

Lindegren, Jan, 1980, Utskrivning och utsugning : produktion och reproduktion i Bygded 1620-1640.
Uppsala.

Linnarsson, Linnar, 1948, Bygd, by och gdrd. Gammal bygd och folkkultur i Gésene, Laske och
Skanings hdrader. 1. Uppsala.

Montelius, Sigvard, 1962, Sdfsndsbrukens arbetskraft och forsorjning 1600—1865. Studier i en
mellansvensk bruksbygd. Uppsala.

Morell, Mats, 1988, Om matt- och viktsystemens utveckling i Sverige sedan 1500-talet. Vikt- och
rymdmatt fram till metersystemets inférande. Uppsala.

Myrdal, Janken & Soderberg, Johan, 1991, Kontinuitetens dynamik. Agrar ekonomi i 1500-talets
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