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Gertrude – This Happened 

Based on the play ‘What Happened’ by Gertrude Stein 
 
 
 

Room Set-Up and List of Instruments and Equipment  



GERTRUDE – THIS HAPPENED 
 
Starting positions for performers and room set-up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Audience is to be dispersed all around the space 
 
  

5 

Photograph Station 

Mirror Station 

Fan Station 

1 

2 

3 

4 
Armchair Station 

Book Station 



Station Set-ups 
 
Armchair Station 
 
1 armchair 
1 floor lamp with easily accessible on/off switch 
1 side table 
1 radio with tuning wheel, placed on the side table and tuned to match the FM-transmitter setting 
1 mobile phone or mp3-player with 3,5mm jack input 
1 FM-transmitter with 3,5mm jack (connected to mobile phone) 
1 mp3 of pre-recorded text with reverb effect (Act 3, section B), uploaded to mobile phone 
 
 
Photograph Station 
 
Lots of photographs hanging from roof or other structure, at different 
lengths, using fishing wire and small clasps (as shown) 
 
 
Each sentence to be handwritten on the backs of photographs (11 in total): 
V5: A same frame a sadder portal, 

a singular gate, 
and a bracketed mischance. 

 
V4: A rich market where there is no memory of more moon than there is everywhere 
 and yet where strangely there is apparel 
 and a whole set. 
 
V3: A connection, 
 a clam cup connection, 
 a survey, 
 a ticket 
 and a return to laying over. 
 
Each of these 11 photographs is to be connected to the structure via red material/rope/string of differing lengths, which 
are extended into the performance space by the performers, creating a criss-cross pattern throughout the space, as they 
read from the backs of them. Once a performer has read aloud the handwritten text, they are to release it to the ground. 
 
 
Mirror Station 
 
3-4 full-length mirrors, preferable all different models OR an assortment of several different mirrors arranged in an 
aesthetically interesting way around the pedestal. 
1 pedestal approximately 150-160cm in height 
4 magnifying glasses 
1 canister/holder 
 
Place/hang the mirrors, facing outwards, around the pedestal. Place the magnifying glasses in the canister atop the 
pedestal (magnifying glasses should be visible above the top of the mirrors, even if body of pedestal is hidden)  



Fan Station 
 
1 round or square table 
4 chairs 
2 table fans (without streamers) 
2 table fans with streams attached 
4 post-it blocks, each with handwritten texts 
 
 
 
 
 
To be handwritten on individual post-it notes in each performers block: 
 
V1 and V2:  A cut, 
  a cut is not a slice, 
  what is the occasion for representing a cut and a slice. 
  What is the occasion for all that. 
  A cut is a slice, 
  a cut is the same slice. 

The reason that a cut is a slice is that if there is no hurry any time is just as useful. 
 
V1, V2, V4, V5: A cut and a slice is there any question when a cut and a slice are just the same. 
  A cut and a slice has no particular exchange 
  it has a strange exception to all that which is different. 
  A cut and only slice,  
  only a cut and only a slice, 
  the remains of a taste may remain and tasting is accurate. 
  A cut and an occasion, 
  a slice and a substitute a single hurry and a circumstance that shows that,  
  all this is so reasonable when every thing is clear. 
 
 
Book Station 
 
1 pedestal 
3 hardcover books 
3 printed A4 landscape inserts with the following text: 
 

Suggesting a sage brush with a turkey and also something abominable is not the only pain there is in so much 
provoking. There is even more. To begin a lecture is a strange way of taking dirty apple blossoms and is there more use 
in water, certainly there is if there is going to be fishing, enough water would make desert and even prunes, it would 
make nothing throw any shade because after all is there not more practical humor in a series of photographs and also in 
a treacherous scupture.  

(Any hurry any little hurry has so much subsistence, it has and choosing, it has.) 
 
Place books atop the pedestal with the book for performer 1 on the top, the book for performer 2 in the middle, and the 
book for performer 3 on the bottom. Each book is to have an A4 insert inserted in between the middle pages of each 
book.   



Instruments and objects for performers 
 
 

 
       + 
 

         Bumbag containing            
 

 
 
       + 

         Bumbag containing 
 
 

 
 
       + 

         Bumbag containing            
 

 
 
            +  
         

         Bumbag containing 
 

 
 
         + 

 
         Bumbag containing 
 
Key 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
    Click-pen       Magnifying Glass   Receipt roll and pencil 
 
 
 
 
  

   Tuning Fork        Mini-Megaphone   Hardcover book 
 
 
 
 
   Chime        Elephant Bell   Mp3-palyer and FM- 
           transmitter 
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