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Abstract
This thesis aims to further our understanding of the political significance of everyday life in post-war
Nepal. Building on the ethnographic turn of the everyday peace literature, I treat everyday life as a site
of political potentiality as I explore how (if at all) this potentiality is practised in the context of postwar Nepal. Through an engagement with four specific empirical sites in post-war Nepal – and in close
conversation with an interdisciplinary literature on post-war everyday life – I suggest three distinct
(yet inter-related) ways of thinking about the political significance of everyday life in post-war Nepal,
namely: as subtle politics; as not-necessarily-agential politics, and finally: as apolitical politics. First,
the subtle politics of post-war everyday life is to be understood as related to its somewhat ephemeral –
or hidden – qualities. Thus, what transpires in everyday life may not necessarily be widely registered
as political, yet, it may still hold political significance, as argued throughout the course of this thesis.
In fact, I argue that its hidden qualities may be part and parcel of what enables everyday practices and
narratives to have political significance in otherwise politically volatile post-war settings. Second, the
not-necessarily-agential politics of everyday life should be read as a call to move beyond the study of
political agency in deciphering the political significance of post-war everyday life. As such, in this
study I make the case that we should also look towards the consequences of specific practices in order
to come to a more comprehensive understanding of the politics of post-war everyday life. Third, the
apolitical politics of everyday life refers to the notion that post-war daily life appears to often operate
according to a logic which somewhat transcends conventional party politics, where the maintenance of
community and normality instead appear as the primary organizing principles. This does not mean
that everyday life cannot be read as political as well, but it is merely to say that its political
significance oftentimes come across as subordinate to this master logic which is focused on ‘making
do’ in post-war everyday life.
Keywords: everyday life, audience studies, everyday peace, Nepal, peacebuilding
Lundqvist, Martin and Joakim Öjendal (2018). ‘Atomised and Subordinated? Unpacking the Role of
International Involvement in “the Local Turn” of Peacebuilding in Nepal and Cambodia’.
Journal of Peacebuilding & Development 13(2): 16-30.
Lundqvist, Martin (2019). ‘Post-war memorialisation as everyday peace? Exploring everyday (dis-)
engagements with the Maoist martyrs’ gate of Beni Bazaar in Nepal’.
Conflict, Security & Development 19(5): 475-496.
Lundqvist, Martin. ‘Spoiling the everyday? Navigating everyday life amidst political violence in postwar Nepal’. (Unpublished work).
Lundqvist, Martin (2020). ‘Nep-hop for peace? Political visions and divisions in the booming
Nepalese hip-hop scene’. International Journal of Cultural Studies.
First published online 13 December 2020. https://doi.org/10.1177/1367877920978658
2

