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 Summary of the thesis 

The thesis consists of four self-contained papers. 

Paper 1: The Push Towards UPE and the Determinants of the Demand for Education in 

Tanzania 

Achieving universal primary education is explicitly stated as one of the Millennium 

Development Goals and has been the focus of many policy makers in developing countries 

during the last decade. In the early 2000s, the government of Tanzania introduced the Primary 

Education Development Programme in order to make sure all children get an education. The 

aim of this paper is to investigate if and how the determinants of demand for education have 

changed in this period.  

Using data from two nationally representative panel surveys, we find that the abolition of 

school fees was followed by an overall increase in enrolment, yet both direct and opportunity 

costs of schooling remain important determinants of educational demand, as do the 

household’s level of consumption, its choice of livelihood, the education of parents and the 

child’s relationship to the head of household. We also find that the average level of education 

within the local community is a significant predictor of children’s education, which indicates 

that educational choices are affected by the views on education held by others within the 

community.  

The evidence suggests that the socio-economic background of a child is just as important 

in predicting his or her level of schooling in 2007 as it was in 2001. Taken together, we 

conclude that while there have been significant gains in the level of education among children 

across the board, important structural inequalities in education remain.  

Paper 2:  Households’ income generating activities and marginal returns to labor in rural 

Tanzania 

Poverty is widespread in rural Tanzania. For households in these areas, it is thus of great 

importance to be able to live up to their full income earning potentials. The vast majority of 

rural households are to some degree engaged in farming, yet show different strategies when it 

comes to diversifying their incomes. In order to better understand the opportunities and 

constraints these households face, the present study aims to investigate to what extent 

households in Tanzania are able to diversify into income-generating activities so as to 

maximize income, and what factors seem to determine if they do so.  

To this end, detailed household-level data is used to investigate income and activity 

diversification among rural Tanzanian households. Unlike previous research on 
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diversification, I explicitly evaluate marginal returns – or shadow wages – within own 

farming; an empirical strategy related to the literature on farm household labor supply (e.g. 

Jacoby 1993).  

The findings indicate that specialization in agriculture does not seem to be correlated with 

household welfare, which is somewhat contradictory to the typical finding in the literature. I 

also find strong support for agricultural wage work being a last resort, rather than a lucrative 

outside option for rural households, as those engaged in agricultural wage work also allocate 

more labor to their own farms than do others, despite lower returns. This is somewhat 

surprising, as both agricultural and non-agricultural wage rates are much higher than shadow 

wages in own farming, implying that there are potentially large gains to be made from 

expanding the non-farm side of the rural economy. However, I find no evidence that access to 

the existing labor markets is an important determinant of how much labor households allocate 

to own farming, nor do I find evidence that a taste for homegrown crops is important, yet 

preferences for working on the own farm seem to play a role. Some support for the 

importance of access to credit and social networks for not being stuck in low-return 

agriculture is also presented. 

Paper 3:  The Effects of Gender Quotas in Latin American National Elections 

Over the past twenty years, affirmative actions have been introduced in more than 100 

countries around the world in order to increase the number of women in politics, either by 

governments or by political parties of own accord. In terms of legal electoral quotas, Latin 

America has been at the forefront; eleven of eighteen countries in the region have legal gender 

quotas in national elections today, with Argentina being the first democratic country to 

introduce such a law in 1991. 

The arguments usually put forward for quotas are based on justice, women’s experiences, 

women’s interests, and the importance of female politicians as role models (Dahlerup 2003). 

These have found some support in empirical research, where associations have been found 

between more women in politics and spending priorities (e.g., Clots-Figueras 2011, 

Chattopadhay and Duflo 2004), changing gender norms (Beaman et al. 2009), and having less 

corruption (e.g., Dollar et al. 2001). However, this evidence is either at a local level of 

government, or merely establishes correlations. As there is a lack of research on the causal 

effects of legal quotas in national elections on outcomes other than the share of women in 

parliaments, this article aims to identify the impacts of the increased number of female 
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politicians in national parliaments in Latin America due to the quota introductions on policy, 

women’s political participation, and corruption. 

Our results show that while the quotas substantially increased the number of women in 

parliament, they had no measurable effects on policy, political participation, or corruption. 

However, we find that estimations not utilizing the quota introduction, instead looking at 

variation in the share of women in parliament not caused by quota measures, often show 

correlations between female representation in parliament and the mentioned outcomes. This 

seems to imply either that women elected through quotas differ from other elected women, or 

that the correlations between women in parliament and our outcomes are spurious. In either 

case, it suggests that quotas have been ineffective with respect to these issues in Latin 

America. Further analysis also shows that the quotas did increase the share of women in 

ministerial positions, suggesting that quota parliamentarians do not seem completely 

marginalized.  

Paper 4: The gender gap in African political participation: Individual and contextual 

determinants 

As citizens’ political participation may influence what policy issues are brought to the agenda, 

an unequal distribution of participation could potentially reinforce existing economic and 

social inequalities. Traditionally, men have participated more than women, and this remains 

so in many African societies. However, we have little empirical knowledge of what underlies 

this gender gap. Leading explanations of the gender gap, based on studies from other parts of 

the world, focus on structural differences in individual resource endowments, often viewing 

female employment as the crucial factor, and on cultural differences, often with religion as 

main focus (e.g., Ross 2008 and the response by Norris 2009).  

The aim of this paper is to examine what factors can explain the gender gap in African 

electoral and inter-electoral political participation, evaluating the relative explanatory power 

of commonly suggested individual and contextual determinants of participation, and of gender 

variation in their effects. 

Our estimations on data covering more than 27,000 respondents from 246 regions in 20 

African countries indicate that differing observable characteristics between men and women 

explain only a very small share of the gender gap in African political participation. Hence, the 

gender inequality observed in African political participation, which for inter-electoral 

participation is quite substantial, can seemingly not be explained simply by differing 

characteristics such as women being less educated or participating less in the labor market. 

The fact that the lion’s share of the observed gender gaps remains unexplained in spite of 
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controlling for a wide range of commonly suggested individual and contextual determinants 

of political participation suggests that some other factor is at play. Interestingly, the often 

suggested role of religion as reinforcing traditional gender roles does not seem to help explain 

the gender gap in participation. Rather, the strong positive associations observed between 

individual religiosity and political participation seem to indicate that religious affiliations 

provide access to political networks stimulating participation, among women as well as 

among men. 
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