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Abstract: 
Neutrophils are phagocytic cells that typically migrate from circulation to tissues in 
order to combat microbial invasion. The journey from blood to tissue involves 
mobilization of intracellular organelles which results in modifications of surface 
markers (e.g., exposure of receptors involved in adhesion, chemotaxis and phagocytosis) 
that render neutrophils a primed/activated phenotype distinct from that of resting 
blood neutrophils. Neutrophils contain a substantial arsenal of tissue destructive factors, 
which could be hazardous for the environment if released in an uncontrolled fashion. 
Therefore, neutrophil apoptosis and clearance of the dead bodies is of outmost 
importance and a necessity for resolution of the inflammation.  
Apoptosis of neutrophils can be modulated in vitro; typically pro-inflammatory danger 
signals delay apoptosis. The acute phase protein serum amyloid A (SAA) delayed 
neutrophil apoptosis in vitro, an effect that was blocked by inhibition of the receptor 
P2X7. Blocking of P2X7 also inhibited prolonged survival mediated by other stimuli 
indicating that P2X7 is not an actual SAA receptor, but instead involved in anti-apoptotic 
signaling in general. Clearance of apoptotic cells can also be modulated in vitro, e.g., by 
opsonization. This was shown for Galectin-3 that increased the clearance of apoptotic 
neutrophils by monocyte-derived macrophages. Galectin-3 enhanced the proportion of 
macrophages that engulfed apoptotic cells but also the number of ingested neutrophils 
in each macrophage.  
Apoptosis is well studied in resting neutrophils purified from peripheral blood, but how 
the process is modulated in tissue neutrophils is relatively unknown. We investigated 
the apoptotic process in tissue neutrophils from two different inflammatory settings, 
skin chambers on healthy subjects and synovial fluid from patients with inflammatory 
arthritis. Skin chamber neutrophils were totally resistant to anti-apoptotic stimulation, 
which was in stark contrast to neutrophils from synovial fluid that responded well to 
anti-apoptotic stimulation. Also, neutrophils from skin chambers showed an activated 
phenotype, while neutrophils from synovial fluid surprisingly displayed a phenotype 
similar to that of resting blood neutrophils. Thus, the tissue neutrophils in our studies 
behaved fundamentally different. If this means that every inflammatory setting is unique 
remains to be evaluated in future studies. 
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