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Abstract ;

This disserranon concerns images of gender and power on Swedish relevision.
Ir confirms thar the representation is gendered in all genres of programmes
and across different chire groups. The vesults are deawn from nwo ditferent
sets of dara. A quannranve and qualiranve content analysis of prime-nme rele-
vision confent on the three largest channels SVT1, SV'T2 and TV4 during one
week i February 2000 and a content analysis of guest lists on rwo ralk shows
abour politics and culrure: Speciedlt (1992-2000) and Cenfrum (1998-2000), The
study makes three important contributions to the study of elires.

* An extended definition of ‘relevision elites’ is developed to argue that a
srruggle for visibility 1s raking place on television. The power clites are being
challenged by the sratus elites and image elires for control of social agendas,

* Comparison and contrast of clite men’s and women’s representations
across multiple relevision genres is used to show thar these elires are subjecr 1o
gender srereoryping in all spheres of social influence, although not necessarily
a]wa}'s n rhc same Wﬂy.

® It is argued thar nor only are structures of gender representarions revealed
through gender stereotyping in television, television can also hide, confirm,
challenge and negotiate these gender structures.

Gender stereotyping and levels of gender representation of elites on Swed-
ish television can be undersrood as the resulr of an interplay of influences: the
actions of those within and outside television production, the perceprions of
audiences held by those within and outside television production, and the ac-
tual stare and power structures of Swedish society. And, as a complicating fac-
tor, the media content itself also affects actors and rheir audiences.

KEYWORDS: gender, television, elites, genre, news, fact and fiction, gender
equality, gender stereorypes, gender representation,



