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Abstract
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When outcomes of concurrent decisions are evaluated, they may either be integrated or
segregated. The present studies investigated when and how integration occurs. The aim of
Study I was to investigate whether an integration principle (the loss-sensitivity principle)
could be extended to account for the integration of outcomes of concurrent decisions. This
principle has been shown to hold for integration of prior outcomes with future outcomes.
It was then expected that only the loss outcomes of concurrent decisions would be
integrated. The two experiments conducted in Study 1 validated previous results
concerning integration of prior outcomes, but did not show that the principle generalized
to integration of the outcomes of concurrent decisions. Participants were in both
experiments presented with fictitious non-context gambles. Study II was conducted with
the primary aim of investigating how casually relatedness, in the form of means-end
relations between consumer products, affects integration. Another aim was to investigate
the effect of uncertainty. The results showed that participants integrate means-end related
alternatives as well as that uncertainty of outcomes of concurrent decisions counteracts
integration. The experiment conducted in Study III demonstrated an attentional bias in that
causally related outcomes of concurrent decisions are not evaluated and therefore not
chosen although more attractive than single outcomes. Finally, Study IV further
investigated the attentional bias. Participants were asked to make fictitious choices of
stores located at different distances where they could purchase the same consumer
products at different prices. Attitudes toward driving were independently assessed by
means of a questionnaire. A supporting finding was that participants with a more positive
attitude toward driving chose more frequently to drive to stores within walking distance
than participants with a less positive attitude towards driving who more frequently chose
to walk to stores at driving distances.
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