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Tanzania has been independent in 2011 for 50 years. While most neighbouring states have gone 
through violent conflicts, Tanzania has managed to implement extensive reforms without armed 
political conflicts. Hence, Tanzania is an interesting case for Peace and Development research.  

This thesis analyses the political development in Tanzania since the introduction of the 
multiparty system in 1992, with a focus on the challenges for the democratisation process in 
connection with the 2000 and 2005 elections. The question of to what extent Tanzania has 
moved towards a consolidation of democracy, is analysed through an analysis of nine different 
institutions of importance for democratisation, grouped in four spheres, the state, the political, 
civil and economic society. Focus is on the development of the political society, and the role of 
the opposition in particular. The analysis is based on secondary and primary material collected 
in the period September 2000 to April 2010.

The main conclusion is that even if the institutions of liberal democracy have gradually 
developed, in practice single-party rule has continued, manifested in the 2005 election when the 
CCM won 92% of the seats in the parliament. Despite an impressive economic growth, poverty 
remains deep and has not been substantially reduced. On a theoretical level this brings the old 
debate between liberal and substantive democracy back to the fore. Neither the economic nor 
the political reforms have apparently brought about a transformation of the political and eco-
nomic system resulting in the poor majority gaining substantially more political influence and 
improved economic conditions. Hence, it is argued that the interface between the economic, 
political and administrative reforms has not been sufficiently considered in the liberal demo-
cratic tradition. Liberal democracy is necessary for a democratic development, but not sufficient 
for democracy to be consolidated. For that a substantive democratic development is necessary.


